Introduction to Old English Culture
History of Old English: Pre-700
· Angles, Saxons, Jutes, and Frisian are the four tribes in England at the time
· Anglo-Saxon: describe tribes in what they’ve become today
· Hybrid from the get-go, its mixed not “pure English” 
· Study English 
· Welsh Kingdom, inhabits the way they do things and it becomes Anglo-Saxons
· Britons and Romans were meshed together 
· 300’s the empire of Rome decided to become Christian 
· In 400 or later the roman started to fall to invasions 
· The Germanic people arrived in Britain to find that they did not follow the same Christian religion, they followed a polythetic religion; they started invading the south part of Britain
· The ones that came from the Germanic are the Jutes, Angles, Saxons, Frisians 
· “the worthlessness of the Britons and the richness of the land.” 
· They were seen as worthless because they were seen as bad fighters 
· So the Germanic brought in more people to take over land in Briton 
· The Anglo-Saxons is seen as a “pure” thing; still used to this day 
· There was no “pure” thing is is not homogenous, it is a hybrid of manuscripts meshed together 
· Late 500 there is a mix of people
· Many are Germanic; many follow the same religions; many use Old English 
· 500-1100CE: Old English or the Anglo-Saxon period 
· 597CE
· leader of the Christian church Augustine (was a monk who settled in the south)
· saw these beautiful, white, blonde Angles, and asked if they were Christian
· He leaned that they weren’t because they were Germanic, so he went to the St Augustine church, with the help of monks, and he started preaching about Christianity 
· 635CE: Irish arrive in England and start preaching Christianity as well as Augisitine.
· 700CE: Wessex
· East Anglia
· Mercia
· North Umbria
· All of them start to take over land around them
· 731CE: Ecclesiastical (of the church) history of the English people
· How people became Christian 
· The medal working was beautiful during this time period (pre-700CE) 
· The idea of heaven being across the sea of creation is an idea that is shared between both the Christian and polytheism religions
· It was discovered when archeologist discovered a ship buried in the ground 
· If you were a noble woman you were supposed to marry between tribes to get alliances 
· If you were a noble man you were expected to fight; if you wanted vengeance it would be expected to be violent
· You didn’t want to marry or fight you could become either a monk
· if you’re a female you can become a nun
· It was a period for laws and codominance
· wer-gild is where a man can pay someone to repay them out of death
· The Dark Ages is seen as a barbaric time, but it was not completely. The laws, the metalwork, and the religion shows that it isn’t as dark as described 
· Important summary 
· 400-500CE: Germanic invasions
· 600CE: Christianity conversions
· 700CE: Christianity is well established and Beads’ writing 
Bede (Broadview, p. 16-30)
· Wrote in Latin but translated in Old English
· Written by a monk at the monastery of St. Pete
· ‘Saint Bede’
· Does everything for the good of other people, while it created an “empire” 
· All record of Hilde is from Bede
History of Old English: Post-700
· Vikings arrived in late 700’s
· They would arrive over sea, get in, get the booty, and leave
· They were so successful because of their long boats
· They concur a bit of North Umbria, some Irish, and Mercia 
· The Christians wrote about the invasion of the Vikings, so the Vikings are pictured as savages; the Vikings didn’t write their side since they were more of an oral group
· Wessex offered the Vikings a part of land, so the Vikings could live how they want in their own land. The catch is that they have to become Christian
· 870-970CE: (Alfred the Great time) Wessex really holds down the Vikings; they gain some advantage against the Vikings by getting some ships and attacked the Vikings first instead of waiting to be attacked
· Old English became popular again. Many of the Latin works was translated into English (Beads working being one of them)
· In the 900s they make rules for the English language; the English language is starting to be taught
· In late 900s there are a lot more Vikings coming again 
· Important summary
· Lots war and culture
· Repeated Viking attacks
· Alfred the great
· Rise of Wessex as a stronghold of Anglo-Saxon
· Full text of English in the 900’s 
Importance of Christianity
· it made people learn to read Latin; it helped people learn on a global scale with the new ability to read Latin text
· It gave men and women another life, a life of education
· It gave the idea of an afterlife; a hope that there is peace in the afterlife 
· It was the beginning of old English, It gave them a reason to write
· 500-1100CE: Cothalism is the one main type of Christianity 
Basic Tenants of the Christian Belief 
· Adam and Eve
· Christ 
· The son of god who comes to earth in human form and is born from Virgin Mary
· In the body Christ suffers and dies from being killed and hung on a crest
· He suffers for their sins in Eden and opens the gates to heaven for all 
· Belief in divine trinity
· The father, son, and the holy ghost
· It is a huge debate in the midlevel period because they could not understand the difference between the 3
· They didn’t understand the holy ghost
·  Eucharistic monks
· Bread = body
· Wine = blood
· It is transubstantiation
· Priest marriage was outlawed in around 1000. They still could in 700-800 but it was more rare
Introduction to Old English Manuscripts, Language, and Literature
· Before printing press in 1400, the scripts were hand copied 
· They used animal skin to write on. It was very expensive because the process is very long and a lot of work 
· The scribe writes on the animal skin in black. You go back after the black to do red ink
· Secular (non-religious) writing tended to be written by people who have had some religious training, but are not fully Celebes; they usually worked in the kings court 
· A manuscript average cost was about 65-80 pounds which is equivalent to about 100-200 thousand 
· The making of ancient text was very valuable at the time. They usually made it because it was very important for the time
· His scribes had a lot of authority; they could usually change a little bit if they felt the need to
· You didn’t mess with the bible
· You can mess a bit when writing Latin
· If you were copping things like Beowulf, you could change it; you wouldn’t change the text of the respected author, but you can add things in the margins 
“The Story of Caedmon” (Norton, p. 30-33)
Formal Characteristics of OE Verse
· Alliteration
· Metre; 2 stresses lifts per half-line
· half-lines/caesura; when the whole line is connected by alliteration; each of the two units work on its own through syntax and grammar; the two connected half-lines can stand on their own
· It is compounding
· Compounding: merging two words into one 
· variation/apposition: a way of referring to the same person/thing in different ways
· kenning: poetic paraphrases; uses metaphor or things that aren’t literal to describe something
· *compounding is not a kenning
Creation
· It has a very communal aspect- it is meant to be shared 
· Has an ethical form of art; it was meant to teach the people something 
· Genre = dream vision (Narrative Genre)
· Narrator falls asleep
· During sleep narrator goes through discovery/learning from and authority figure
· The person who receives the dream has to communicate it to the people 
· The point of creation is what others tell you to write about 
· His artists goal is Proselytizing 
Oral Tradition
· Some poems were transmitted orally across many generations before they were written down
· When the text was written down it was performed orally
Beowulf (Broadview, p. 68-116)
Background
· First manuscript was created in late 900’s-early 1000’s
· Last collection in Old English about mysterious historically inaccurate stories
· 2 scribes that copied Beowulf
· Beowulf showed that back then people liked the stories of monsters, magic and other more supernatural aspects
· A fire destroyed the ending of Beowulf and many old texts
· Was rebound in 1845
· Scholars can’t agree when the poem was made; debated between 700’s orally or when it was written in the late 900’s-early 1000’s
· Was written down when things were not very good for the people at the time with the Vikings and Danes invasions; if it was in the late 900s the Danes were invading so it questions how they were pictured in the story; if it was in the 700s the Danes were not invading at this time 
· Beowulf was not originally named, but scholars decided that the text was an epic that needed a name, so they made up the title themselves 
Opening’s Signaling of the Texts
· First lines repeat what a good king is
· Kingship
· what a good king is
· the hardships they face
· A poem that focuses on death; how it is handled/seen 
· The idealization of honour
· The link between comrades, the people, and soldiers and the loyalty they have 
· Importance of lineage
· Who you’re connected to and how its effects who you fight for
· Tale about the past, but also the past of the later invaders
· Mixture of historical fiction and fantasy; has people that were recorded in other text and people that we have no record of
· The way that time is presented in the poem is something that is very complicated about it 
Time
· Line 93: the use of “the Almighty” is a repetition of Caedmon Hyme; it shows us that this is a Christian text
· The story concept of time is confusing because it has a blending of different times like uses of both Christian and Pagen beliefs
· the text challenges our notion on what’s past? what’s present? and what’s future?
· the confusing set of time shows how everything is connected
Hrothgar
· Was the king of the Danes
· He was very liked and respected; he doesn’t use his power for his own greed
· Was a great warrior
Heorot
· Place of culture and celebrate their beliefs and the arts 
· Translated to Hart
· Name for an animal that is hunted for food
· This is the hall where all the warriors gathered around the mead benches
· Where the king passes judgment, where legal issues are discussed
· The building is a statement for the kings powered
Grendel
· Main antagonist of the story
· Large monster; claws from a swamp in the forest; is described as a demon waiting in darkness
· Came from the race of Cain
· The story of Cain and Abel: Cain and Abel were brothers, they both made an offering to God. Abel gave God an offering of lamb and Cain a string piece of com. God took the lamb which made Cain mad, so he killed his brother. 
· The story is the Christian view that all bad things came from Cain
· What makes him attack the Heorot is that he suffers watching the big gathering; he is jealous to not be a part of it
· He is a cannibal
· He has a mother, but they do not speak 
· He refuses to follow the laws and the act of kingship
· Scorns the treasures, and that’s the way the king gets love from his people is by giving them treasures 
· Swords can’t kill him because of how his skin is, except for the one sword Beowulf finds in Grendel’s mother’s layers
Politics
· The coast guard has to make sure Beowulf and his guard are not an enemy 
· He cannot let his guard down, but he also can not offend these people 
· Beowulf
· He is going into foreign territory with a small army, asking to assist them
· He needs to try and not imply that the Danes cannot handle Grendel; he cannot hurt their pride or strength
· In his speech he shows respect to both the people and the culture 
· When Beowulf first says his name, he first introduces the political reasons as to why he is there
Terms
· Beot = boast; making a public comment
· Scop = poet singer
· Intertextuality = bringing in another text that exists elsewhere and using it; can be explicit or implicit (not saying the text but you recognize the story)
· Hygelac = the king of the Geats; the Geats is where Beowulf is from
· Interpolation = the insertion of something of a different nature into something else
· Digression = wandering off topic
Beowulf Speech
· Lines 420-425
· Beowulf the guard about his skills and how he has killed monsters for the people
· It shows that he is strong and also has respect/care for his people 
· Lines 415-417
· Beowulf says he is advised by the wisest
· In this time it was important to say when you are advised because it makes your status look better
· It is a mode of action that is valued because it is a sign of kingship 
· Most people blame loss of wars because the king was unadvised; they didn’t listen to their advisors 
· Lines 435-439
· Beowulf says he will fight for his king, and that he will fight for life
· Shows both bravery and loyalty 
Hrothgar Speech
· Lines 457-460
· Hrothgar shows his power by showing his knowledge of Beowulf 
· Lines 489-490
· He invites Beowulf to dine in his hall 
· He is inviting Beowulf, but he is making his power known that it is his hall and his mead 
· Lines 470-473
· He tells Beowulf his problem with Grendel and how his men that have sworn an oath to protect him have died 
· Showing that the Danes have not run away, but they have tried and for some reason have not succeeded 
· Showing that they are not weak 
Unferth Speech
· One of the Danes
· Hrothgar Spokesman of trust
· Means un-peace, un-soul, un-reason
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Lines 506-510
· Unferth says Beowulf is proud and foolish 
· Lines 510-511
· he says no friend or foe is going to persuade you 
· implying that he is unadvised which is bad in this time 
· Lines 525-528
· Unferth is saying he does not believe Beowulf will succeed 
· An epic flyting = two warriors from different cultures and they are challenging one another and dissing the other 
Beowulf Speech Replying to Unferth’s
· Lines 531-533
· Beowulf says that he had more important monster at sea to kill 
· Killing a monster is more important and seen as better in this time 
· Lines 535-540
· Beowulf says that they were both young and were both willing to risk their lives in these situations 
· Line 531
· Beowulf says that he is drunk with beer
· Basically saying Unferth’s accusation is bullshit because he is drunk and talking nonsense 
· Line 580-588
· Beowulf links Unferth to killing his king and says that he would never boast about it
· This is bringing shame to Unferth; it is kicking him down a level 
· Line 590
· He says Unferth lineage
· This shows Beowulf power with knowledge 
· Line 1455-1470
· Unferth gave Beowulf his sword Hrunthing
· He also gave up his chance of being seen as courageous 
· Line 1490
· Beowulf says he will fight with Hrunting earn honour and fame, or he will die
· Hrunting never worked but Beowulf still won the battle and didn’t die 
· Line 900-914
· Shows how Heremod is the symbol of what a bad king is; he is a sin among his people
** Grendel is depicted as both a monster and a human which makes him truly scary in ancient times. He has a mother which makes him seem more human, but he is also this terrifying monster who is a cannibal and has red eyes/claws for hands. Old English portrays the monsters like this a lot**
Gift Giving
· Lines 1035-1045
· Hrothgar gave Beowulf 8 horses, Hrothgar’s saddle, and weapon/armor
· In Medieval culture gift giving asserts one’s wealth and generosity
· It shows that you can give something away because you have the wealth and are caring enough to give it away
· It shows how valuable the deed is to the gift giver 
· Mauss view on gift giving 
· You have to be consistent on the gift giving; it becomes a signing on how to measure the value of the deed 
· The lord has to have an understanding on the value of the gift and the social/political views on gift giving 
· Gift giving is also self-interested and can be aggressive showing 
· It is also expected that you give something in return; it shows the power and status for both parties
· Lines 2863-2873
· In this moment gift-giving becomes a choice 
· The soldiers were given the best gifts to help them fight, but when Beowulf was fighting a dragon his soldiers were away hiding except one 
· This last passage shows the weakness to the practice of ordering people in society with gifts and treasures
Role of Women
· Hildeburh
· Sister of the Danish Hnaef, wife of the Frisian Finn
· She is the one that is sung about
· A story about her is told after the defeat of Grendel
· Mother of Finns son and sister is Dane soldier, there is a war between the Frisian and the Danes, her son and brother die in this battle, she becomes Queen and orders that her brother and son be burned together so they mold the two tribes together. When the Danes are about to leave they can’t because the lake freezes over. After a winter there was lots of tension between the two. Before the Danes left they fought the Frisians one more time and killed Finn, her husband, captured Hildeburh and brought her back to the Danes where she originated
· Story shows that just because you won the battle doesn’t mean the fight is over
· Since the story is in a female perspective, it shows what warrior culture does to others around them; in the end it was the female who stayed alive, but all of her loved ones are dead
· Grendel’s Mother
· After finding out her son was killed she broke in the mead-house and took back Grendel’s arm and killed a Dane warrior (one of Hrothgar’s favorite warriors)
· Plays the opposite role of the peace-weaver 
· Hildeburh grief vs. Grendel Mother grief 
· Hildeburh grief becomes more of a political statement, whereas Grendel’s mother steps over the gender roles and becomes a warrior to avenge her son
· Wealthow
· Danish Queen, wife of Hrothgar
· Wealth means foreigner throw means slave 
· Ironic because she is not a slave, she is actually very important 
· Is very well respected in her new home 
· Diplomatic role is to observe her surroundings, greet the men and sets the stage for how the evening will run 
· Line 1170-1179
· She reminds Hrothgar that even though he would want Beowulf as a son, he is not
· She told Hrothgar to remember of his son
· She is making her view known 
· Line 1181-1185
· She says that if Hrothgar were to die right now she expects Hrothulf would repay his debts 
· Line 1216-1220
· She starts to become a gift giver
· Hygd
· Queen of the Geats; wife of Hygalac
· Lines 1926-1930
· description of Hygd
· Lines 2369-2377
· Hygd shows a powerful political role by offering the kingdom to Beowulf because she thinks her son is to young
· Freawaru
· Hrothgars daughter
· she has a peace-weaver role
** Queens were known as freatu-webbe (peace-weaver); their jobs were to make connections between tribes through marriage; practice of exogamy (marrying outside your tribe)**
Epic Genre
· usually centers around hero, warrior, king
· Has violence + martial endeavor
· An element more exceptional
· gods/divine creature
· Involves a journey/travel
· Not always but there can be an element of loss/big issues that have important and/or costly importance 
· Encapsulates people’s culture, history, and origins 
· Usually rhetorically elevated 
· Encyclopedic 
· Often begins in the middle or in the midst of things
· Starts in a way that you don’t expect 
Judith (Norton, p. 110-118)
· Influenced by the book of Judith in the Bible
· Not in all bibles today, it’s not really accepted 
· In the Old Testament 
· Judith is depicted as an exemplar woman, grounded by ideal morale, probity, courage, and religious conviction
· Her character is rendered, blameless and virtuous, and her beauty is praised
· Judith is referred to
· “ides ellenrod” (109)  brave woman
· “halige meawle” (56)  holy woman
· “snoteran idese” (55)  wise woman
· “aelfscini” (13)  elf-shining
· Judith kills a man, but it’s in God’s will
· In poem she’s a virgin and Bible she’s a widow
· Judith gets all her husband’s old war gear 
· Heroism 
· Time of war which is a model for Anglo-Saxon people
Similarities/differences Judith vs. Beowulf heroism 
· Similarities
· Moral and political 
· A brave women’s efforts to save and protect her people
· Christian text
· Protagonists fight for their community and think for what’s best for their community
· Inspire people
· Brought back a head
· Had a feast at the beginning
· Had suggestions at beginning that the people were going to die
· Differences
· Judith is “prudent in mind”; she thinks before she acts
· Judith is tied closely to God; more than Beowulf is
· Beowulf was the “mightiest”, whereas Judith is more prudent, beautiful, and wise
Biblical Poetry
· The bible made a few changes to the Old English text
· They made Judith a virgin
· They didn’t give Judith all of the armor which takes out her status of a warrior
Hierarchy of Women
1. A Virgin
2. Widow (is expected to not have sex)
3. Married Women (sexually active one)
“Mulier fortis” Tradition
· Strong women of the Bible
· Rebecca, Judith, Esther, and Abigail
· The deeds of these women were the triumph of truth and triumph of Christ
· Good ends justifying judgment means 
· Saw good over evil
· Saw the church over evil
· Strong women, but also slight reserved 
· They’re great, but… 
How Judith Bible is Seen in Old English Period
· They were admired, but also had troublesome
· Judith murders which is against the 10 commandments
· Judith is one of these women because although her actions are questionable in Christian terms, she did have a good end goal which redeems her
Dream of Rood (Broadview, p. 49-52)
Genre
· Manuscript that came from the late 900’s
· Collection known as the branchelli book since it came from Italy
· Biblical poetry
· Dream vision
· Dreaming and when an authoritative narrator is demanding something from you 
· Sleep
· Discovery learning moment
· Communication
· Retells part of the bible
· Two speakers
· Dreamer of the narrator
· The Cross
· ‘Rood’: old name of The Cross
· Authoritative speaker to the dream
· He shows the dreamer how to get men to go to the afterlife with God
· Creates a link between the cross and man
Warrior vs. Christian Heroism
· The Cross is going through suffering; therefore, Christ is doing things actively, by embracing The Cross
· Makes Christ like a king, young hero, who chooses the action for what it will accomplish
· It enables Christians to have life after death
· Warrior heroism in which Christ is acting as that hero 
· Choosing the act of heroism  
· Wants readers to realize what’s going to happen in the poem after the moment of the death on The Cross (100)
· Day of Judgement (110-112)

The Passion of St. Edmund (Broadview, Vol. 1, The Medieval Period - online) 
Genre
· Passio poetry 
· Saints life
· Death
· Miracles after death
· Vita
· “the saint is born of noble stunt… destined for saintly actively…”
· How the saint lives their life
· Passio
· Passion = suffering 
· Saints torture and death for their religious beliefs and faith 
· “noble birth… sacrificing their life for God… usually killed by beheading
Canonization
· How to become a Saint
· Early 1200’s
· Hagiographers: write about saints 
· Motive of life and or death
· Similar to other saints and Christ
· Talk about his/her miracles, during his life or after death
· Ethicasy: abilities about relics 
· Things that Saint have touched to become holy
· Do things to help people’s lives
Relics/Pilgrimage/Miracles
· Relics
· Things that Christ have touched and became Holy
· Mostly things that the cross has touched, the relics he was hung by, and the crown of thorns
· Bits of Saint’s bodies
· Contact Relics: things that the saints have touched
· Can steal, but only if you’re worthy for religious purposes 
· Pilgrimage
· Financial incentive in stealing relics 
· Hierarchy in pilgrimage
· Most holy can go to Jerusalem – where Christ died
· Go to Rome – seat of Catholic, where the Pope is
· Local shrine – Anglo-Saxon Church
· For sick people
· Safe home
· Travelers 
· Miracles
· “a great wonder that a wolf was sent by the guidance of God to guard the head day and night against old wild beasts…”
· Head talks after death
· Wolf stands over the head and doesn’t eat it
· Witness to this whole thing
· “it was great wonder then that he was just as whole as if he were alive, with an uncorrupted body, and his neck was healthy where it had been severed…”
· His body was buried, and he came back to life in the same shape and form of the body
· “each one as he stood there struggling with his tool, so that none of them could commit his crime, nor escape…” 
· Saint is kind of a super hero – freezes the thieves in their wrong doing action
Authorization + Authentication
· Historical connections – showing the author can be trusted
· Edmund is the King of East Anglia
· Geographical details 
· The coast of Anglia
· Referring to the sources 
· Mid-Ages authors have authority
Medieval Christian Attitudes Towards Jews
· Jews became bankers and Christians weren’t allowed to invest 
· Had to go to Jews to get loans and interested on it
· Kings gave special treatment to Jews since they were the bankers 
· Christians hated Jews for this reason for special treatment 
· Most of their differences came from their religious beliefs
· Jews came first, Christians after 
· Jesus and or Christ 
Christian vs. Warriors Deaths
· Edmund showing good qualities of a king and warrior 
· Wants to die in battle
· Loyalty to men
· Loyalty to community 
· He is a Christian king 
· He tries to convert the ones around him and will negotiate like how they did with the Vikings (the Viking’s were given land where they can act how they want as long as they become Christian)
Englishness
· Saint-fulness is an important role for both woman and man 
· In this way both men and women are equal
· Englishness is Christian

Lyrics
· Part of a song 
· Short poem
· About feelings 
· there is a history between the people
· Single speaking narrator (most often)
· Personal + Subjective
Crafts a sense of a single speaker experiencing his/her own experience; it is a contraction to make you feel something 
· It does not necessarily make it a true story; not necessarily a real individual
· They suggest a certain state of things; they imply feelings and try to get your imagination going 
Old English Lyrics
· Appear in one manuscript
· Tells us that some group found a value in the poems 
· Always a diction of sadness/ mental anguish 
· Concern with the past in relation to the future/present 
· Enigmatic and allusive narrative 
· Declaration by the first-person speaker that he/she can tell the true story of themselves
· Only the speaker can describe and communicate the experience you are about to read 
· Diction of physical hardship 
· The words chosen express that the life or whatever they are going through is hard 
· Diction of exile 
· Diction of sadness 
· These are all what we know from the works we have
“The Wife’s Lament” (Broadview, p. 46-47)
· Gendering a narrative of experience 
· In Old English if the word ends in ‘re’ then the speaker is female
· Female speaker but she goes though lots of masculine experiences 
· Line 6-13: the lord left them; they have the ability to move across the sea
· Being commanded to stay; she had the power to travel but her lord commanded her to stay
· Female experiences 
· It is thought that this poem may be about the life of becoming a nun 
· It could also be the experience between a wife and husband 
Irish Lyrics
· Ireland at the time
· Was never concurred by the romans
· Writing dates back to the 500s
· Was christian throughout the old English period
· File: originally meant seer; went through rigorous training (15 years of training); they were known as professional class of scholar poets
· Usually attached to Irish monasteries
· composed text advising about good vs bad kingship 
· Bards: had some training
· They were closely tied to a royal family 
· Attached to monasteries 
“The Scholar His Cat” (Norton 1, p. 134)
· Ireland in the Medieval Ages was center of learning 
· Portrays an intellectual pleasure of figuring out the logic 
· Appreciates English Lit 
· What it’s like to struggle with something intellectual
· EX: students struggling with piece of literature in class
· Appeal of scholarly monastic culture and study of life
· Written between the 500-800s
· Text engages nicely between human-animal connections
· Depicts scholarly activities
· Shows how science and what they were studying then is different then what we study now 
· Has a long relationship of scholars; they really appreciate education and learning
· Communicates the struggle of trying to learn something you don’t understand, but also shows the passion of learning by linking it to the nice aspect of a pet
· Puts a level of equality between a pet and a human by portraying them both having two crafts that are both hard but worth the struggle
· Part of what being a monk was being aware of the connection between the world since everything is a creation of god
· Ireland was Christian for a long time and stayed Christian
· We have portraits of warrior culture to in Irish literature, but this poem is one of the few that depict a life of education; it shows into the life of a Christian and what it may be like to dedicate your life be about god and education 
Welsh Medieval Literature 
Background
· Whales was a land of internally boundaries
· Welsh Kingdoms 
· Who they were 
· How they were different
· Understood and wrote about themselves in their English, Briton
· Inherences of Rome 
· Latin 
· Comes from Roman empire and continues through the tradition in Church
· Story of Welsh 
· About the loss of lands
· Warrior battles/culture
· A king will come again, lead, and conquer 
· They understood themselves as the Britons 
· They understood themselves as the original settlers of Briton; because of this they had a great connection to Rome 
· They saw themselves as the inheritors of Rome because that is where they came from
· Taliesin
· Came from what would now be Glasgow 
· Writing late 500’s - early 600’s
· The stories of Welsh is about the loss of the lands, about war and conquest, about being conquered; they talk about warrior battles, about how there will be a come again and the loss of land and invasion and the thought that someone is going to restore them
· Theme: the return of the hero 
· King Arthur 
· Early welsh poetry is complex 
· Produce very long prose literary 
· Latin was one of the forms for welsh literature; it was multi-lingual of welsh and Latin
· Circulated orally, but early manuscript is early 1200’s 
Urien of Yrechwydd
· Records the dead of the welsh between the Anglo-Saxons 
· Celebration of welsh victories
· Assertions of Christian identities
· Is a reminder how Christianity shaped the identity of the people
· Prince is the patron
· Patron provides the food, a space to live
· Poem lays out what it means to be a patron; how they should at; what their role is in the society
· It is a notion of the author 
· They are woven in on why they should be celebrated in the culture
· Line 3: “to the hero eulogist”
· It is important role for the poet to eulogies this great man
· It is the poet’s job to give the subject an afterlife; we would not know about Urien or Owain if it weren’t for these poems 
Notions of Poet + Princely Patron
· Talks about Owains defeat of the Anglo-Saxons 
· He is one of the great heroes 
Norman Conquest
· 1066 CE
· Occurs because of the Battle of Hastings
· Edward the Confessor ruled during 1042-66
· He was later Sainted, he lived like a monk 
· He married but did not have a child 
· This caused a lot of power struggle on who should rule after he died 
· Came from northern France and lived there most of his life; he had family over here 
· Apparently, he promised his kinship to one of his second cousins William who live here 
· Edward had married one of the sisters of Harold Godwinson; Harold Godwinson expected to get the throne after Edward 
· Harold was named king from the people; he was chosen by Edward and the people 
· William claimed in 1065 that when Harold was shipwrecked William ‘rescued him’ and apparently Harold said he would support William to become king 
· There were many problematic issues with this story
· Harold’s first problem was that his Norwegian brother is invading from the north in to take over the kinship
· Duke William of Normandy or the Bastard of Normandy 
Battle of Stamford Bridge
· September 25, 1006
· Between Harold Godwinson and the Norwegians
· Harold won this battle
· September 28, William lands in York and his Normans sails into Hastings
Battle of Hastings
· October 14, 1066
What Happened Afterwards
· 
Introduction to Arthurian Tradition
· Popular with the Anglo-Normans
· Big in the 1100’s where the character written lives in the 500’s
· Arthur was thought to have fought against the Anglo-Saxons
· Early references are in Welsh text; first around 600
· 900’s we have a Welsh poem about his Celtic journey to the otherworld
· In the 1100 the stone carvers depicted the abduction of Guinevere in the Roman Cathedral
· 1136-1138 Geoffrey of Monmouth 
· History of the Kings of Britain
· Originally written in Latin
· He puts the first long description of Arthur 
· He makes Arthur a very powerful king/warrior 
· He also brings in a fantasy aspect by introducing Merlin 
· Anglo-Norman chronicles focus a lot on the history
· Talks about the island of Britain; focuses on power and that is not about concurring but if you had been concurred; you have a place in the realm by right of conquest
· it tries to present the history as a bunch of conquest and links it to Empire
· Chrétien de Troyes
· Uses Geoffrey as inspiration to write romance
· Late 1100’s
· We don’t know anything about his life and we don’t know if this is even his real name
· Brought in Lancelot
· The story of Lancelot and Gwen being in love is from Troyes
· Arthur is less the focus; focus is more on knights and ladies 
· Text and stories tell the people how to behave 
Lanval (Broadview, p. 219-233)
Chivalry + Knighthood
· Knighthood is a subsection of warrior culture
· Can’t call Beowulf a knight; he is a warrior not a Knight; Lancelot though is a Knight
· The new fighting technique on the horse adds a new social class and nobility
· Cheval means ‘horse’ in French so chivalry came because of the Normans technique of fighting on horseback; knights possess chivalry because they are able to fight on horseback 
Arthur in Romance
· Genre
· The tales of knights and ladies in the vernacular (mother tongue)
· Love element
· Element of the magic and the supernatural
· Quest; it is big element, but the quest tends to get interrupted
· Delay + dilation (finding the joy in the quest)
· Generally quite long
· There is a reclaiming of things; it could be love, an object, and etc. 
· Subgenre: lai
· More focused on love relationship between the knight and his lady
· More supernatural
· Much shorter
· Ideals of chivalry
· Origins is the ability to fight on horseback
· More modern the men are more gentlemen like
· The idea of how knights should behave both in war and outside war
· These are just what the writers think knights should behave
· Visions of Arthur 
· How the power of love is presented 
· It can be a military weakness
· Can make you irrational; it is in conflict with reason 
· Love will make you destroy/or kill yourself 
Fin Amor
· means refined or intense love
· women could pursue love, but they are more depicted as being on a pedestal
· triumphs everything
· profess through stages: you didn’t necessarily get through all the stages 
· Visus: see
· Alloquium: talk
· Contactus: touch
· Osculum: kiss
· Factum: deed aka sex
Introduction to Middle English, Language, and Literature
· 
Stanzaic Life of St. Margaret (www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/teams/22sr.htm)
Modeling Sainthood
· Saints do something for their believers 
· Passio and Vita 
· two types of saints
· passio – suffering
· vita – living
· Anyone who does any good for St. Margret, she wants God to remember you
· Child birth was dangerous, so she was the patron for child birth
· The one who they prayed to
· When she prays to God, she gives her a cross to slay the dragon who is holding her captive – the token was given by an angel 
· She was being swoon by a man for marriage or his mistress, but she still chose God over him
· He offered to buy her all the fine things
· She chose God, she is a nun
· A virgin and refusal of sex 
· She survives from boiling oil being poured over her neck
· She survives suffering for God
· Just similar to Christ for God
· Her executioner was converted 
· God speaks to her – ultimate saint 
Power and Retainment
· Devil who tried to take her down and she then used her head covering and fought him with it and interrogated him, which gave her the position of power
Depictions of Religious Others
· Saracen
· Middle Eastern term for Muslims
· Not considered Muslims like today because its still separate
· English Crusaders
Middle English Lyrics 
· Lyric: short poem, expressing the feelings and thoughts of a single speaking characters, personal and subjected fashion
· Share with Old English lyrics -- the subjections 
· Two types of Middle English lyrics 
· Religious
· 
· Secular
· Romantic love and desire
· reverdi
Images of Christ and Mary (affecting piety and marian devstion)
· Affecting piety
· Routed in emotions in linking with Christ and Mary
· Religious response linked with emotional connection
· Marian devotion
· External pious practices directed to the person of Mary, mother of Jesus, by members of certain Christian traditions.
· Such devotional prayers or acts may be accompanied by specific requests for Mary's intercession with God.
reverdi and fin amor
· reverdi
· re-greeting of the earth
· fin amor
· 
Multilingualism and Multiculturism  
· 
Introduction to the Fourteenth Century and Middle English Manuscripts
· England and France are at war, 100 years on and off, 1337-1457
· Don’t use the enemy’s language 
· Black Death, 1348-1350
· Ring arose a rosie nursery based on this 
· Statute of Labors, 1351
· Peasants Revolt, 1381
The Canterbury Tales: The General Prologue (Norton 1, p. 261-298)
· Miller’s Prologue and Tale 
· 
· Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale 
· 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (Broadview, p. 288-354)
· 
Medieval Drama 
· 
Quem Quaeritis (Broadview p. 698-699)
· 
Introduction to the Fifteenth Century 
· 



