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SAMPLE NEEDS ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS:
Program Mission: Do courses and educational programs for parenting skills meet our mission 
statement criteria?
Organizational Needs: What qualifications do our staff have/need to provide a parenting skills 
course?
Community needs: Are your children in the community in danger?
Individual needs: Would you be willing to participate in a course about best parenting 
practices?
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Christian ethics▪Distinguished as Christian on the basis of the sources of ethical wisdom to which one appeals.▪Early Christian communitiesnever considered that they had received a complete code of morality to deal with every situationmust discover what its moral response should be in the face of specificmoral problems▪Point of reference?Jesus Christ (oral tradition)The demands he makes on those who follow him▪The early Christians also drew on the Hebrew scriptures and eventually on the New Testament.▪The Bible has a variety of ethical perspectives.▪We see tensions within scripture that gives rise to creative thought concerning morality.▪Several tensions exist:a.between materialism and the life of the Spirit,b.between universalism and group identity,c.between grace and law,between revelation and reason.-DeontologicalEnds and Means(from Greek word: deon which means duty or obligation)Seeks to establish the law, duty, right, or obligation in question on the basis of the intrinsic aspects of an act rather than on its consequences.Approaches the question, “What ought I to do?” by first asking, “What is the law?” or “What is my duty?”Ends and MeansEthic of consequences:  (teleology)Focus = the results of a situationEthic of principle:  (deontology)Focus = the principles or rules that guide our actionsChristians must act in an imperfect and sinful world in which, not infrequently, the possibilities of action or inaction all seem, in different ways, morally questionable. Harmless activity may not be harmless.Some insist: "the higher and more noble an end is, the more it justifies any means used in achieving it."Others insist: "In moral matters, the means affects the end; i.e., the means are not morallyindifferent, and a sharp distinction between means and ends is never possible.""The different routes often lead to different places."
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-Ethical AbsolutesAn absolute value or good is one that maintains its validity under any and every circumstance.Three arguments against:▪There is no objectivity or universality to moral judgments, nor any unified human nature.▪Rules are relative to a geographical time and place.The problems of legalism and moralism.-Free Will and Determinism ▪Believers in free willAt least some human actions are the result of the free rational choice of humans.▪Supporters of determinismAll human behaviour is due to the operation of causes similar to those which determine the course of events in the natural world.▪Various forms of determinism:Physical and chemicalSociologicalEconomicTheological▪The human will is so disabled by sin that it cannot choose good except through the supervention of grace. (Determinism)The human person has the capacity to develop and grow, and so has the capacity to choose good over evil. (Freedom.)-Natural Law▪Moral duties can be ascertained by reflection on human nature.
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