Women Studies Midterm Notes
Lecture 1: Gendered Socialization: Play & Language
· A Real Baby X: Storm Toronto parents Kathy Witterick and David Stocker are not revealing the biological sex of their youngest child, Storm
· Gender-Free Preschool Egalia Preschool bans gendered pronouns and gender stereotyping
X: A Fabulous Child’s Story
· The issues being dealt with is gender something children develop through nature or nurture
Essentialism
· Essentialism refers to the belief that people and/or phenomenon have an underlying and unchanging 'essence'. 
· This often involves the use of biological, physiological and genetic causes as explanations for human social behavior. 
· In this case, little, if any, explanatory weight is given to psychological, sociological or cultural explanations. 
· Make us what we are
· For example women are biological
· E.x. the fact that women are nurturing OR men are always aggressive (defining characteristic) is essentialism or universalism because we make large generalizing statements about things.
· Women are genetically attracted to the color pink, while men are attracted to green & blue because women pick berries while boys think the sky and grass are calming symbols.
Constructivism
· Constructivism (or constructionism) is the view that gender is created by culture. Gender is learned in a regulated and predetermined way, but can be changed or contested. 
· In this view, gender norms may vary across time and culture.  
· “One is not born, but becomes, a women” 
· Constructivism says nurture makes us the way we are, culture can be changes or contested 
· Norms of gender can change across time and culture 
· Our biological sex is an essential fact
· Gender and sex are different sex refers to being born with a vagina or penis
Intersectionality
· Kimberle Crenshaw adds to the constructionist approach an understanding of how various cultural categories and different axes of identity – like gender, race, class, ability and sexual orientation – interact on multiple levels. 
· People often experience social oppression at the intersection of different axes of identity, like race and gender, for instance. 
· Our various ranges of identities all intersect with each other, it is a intersection of experience and privileges we experiences
· We are privileged as white people but disadvantages as a women 

The Construction of Gender: The Story of Pink and Blue
· Pink only recently started being associated with girls and feminity  
· Pink and blue are a fashion and marketing trend
Gender and Language
· In “Gender Stereotyping in the English Language Laurel Richardson argues that attitudes about men and women are encoded in the English language. 
· Talking about the way language takes up gender 
1. Grammatical and semantic structures reduce women to being ‘part’ of man, without their own autonomous existence, ex. Mrs. John Scott
2. Pronoun use perpetuates gender stereotypes and gendered career expectations, language reflects reality but creates reality as well
3. Linguistic practice defines females as immature and incompetent and males as mature and competent
(Mr. for a man is always used whether married or not, however women change from Miss to Mrs which shows how women are a part of a man)
4. Women are defined in terms of their sexual desirability to men, and men by their sexual prowess over women. 
5. Women are defined in relation to men, men are defined in relation to the world
6. There is a historical pattern in which once neutral words affiliated with women are denigrated. 
Linda Wayne
· “Gender Neutral Pronouns: A Modest Proposal”
· Wayne points to second wave feminist gains in established norms of non-sexist language – such as postal worker instead of postman. She introduces a question asked by asked by Transgendered theorist Ricki Wilchins - what about non-sexed language?  Wayne points to our habit of continually identifying private information about a person’s sex, as if this is necessary and public information with a meaning that everyone shares. 
· Not only is this trend connected to the universalization of man and subordination of women as man’s ‘other’
· It locks us in a sex/gender binary that only includes biological men and women, excluding transgendered, transexual and intersexed persons.
· She reviews and critiques the options for sex-neutral language:
1. Replacing ‘he’ and ‘she’ with ‘they’
2. Using ‘he or she’
3. Splitting or joining pronouns with a backslash ‘he/she’ or ‘s/he’
4. Adopting gender neutral pronouns ‘sie, hir, hirs, and hirself’ 
Lecture 2: The Beauty Myth
Naomi Wolf
· American Author and political consultant
· Wrote The Beauty Myth (1991) 
· A spokesperson for 3rd Wave Feminism (post feminist)  question things like the gender binary, is there a universal women, critiquing the early feminist view on pornography 
What is the Beauty Myth?
· Beauty is abstract, the beauty myth makes us believe that there is one way to be beautiful
· Women gains are nothing if they are not pretty as society makes it seem
· As women gain power in other areas of society, they are forced to adhere to standards of physical beauty.
· The myth compels the belief that an objective measurement of beauty exists, that woman must want to embody it, and that men must desire such women.
· Beauty is about behavior, not appearance. 
· The beauty myth is not about women, it is about men’s institutions and power.
· Lack of balance between beauty and respect 
· The beauty myth is not about beauty its about power
· The beauty myth is tied to the economy, it makes women feel that they are worth less which counter acts the way feminism works 
· This new view of women emerged simultaneously to capitalism 
· Inexhaustible but ephemeral beauty work took over from Inexhaustible but ephemeral housework.”
· As the economy, law, religion, sexual mores, education and culture were forcibly opened up to include women more fairly, a private reality colonized female consciousness. 36
· Prior to the Industrial Revolution, other myths were deployed to control women and keep them powerless
· Idealized Motherhood
· Cult of Domesticity
· Chastity 
· Passivity
Cult of Domesticity
· “The Cult of True Womanhood: 1820–1860” by Barbara Welter (1966)
· The rise of an ideology, spread through powerful marketing strategies, of feminine behavior and an ideal of womanliness
· Provided social regulations for middle class women, emerging middle class during this time
· Held that women were designed exclusively for the roles of wife and mother 
· Women were expected to cultivate Piety, Purity, Submissiveness, and Domesticity in all their relations. 
· The home was their exclusive “sphere,” and domain of influence. 
· Women were seen as biologically inferior and thus incapable of effectively participating in the realms of politics, commerce, or public service.
· Because of her weak nature, she depends on a husband for security and protection
· The true woman takes on the obligations of housekeeping, raising good children, and making her family’s home a haven of health, happiness, and virtue. All society would benefit from her performance of these sacred domestic duties.
The post war “Feminine Mystique”
· Betty Friedan referred to a trend from the 1930s to 1960s as “the happy housewife syndrome” or “feminine mystique”
· After women’s experience in the workforce during WWII, there was a surge of media propaganda urging women to return to their roles as wives and mothers. 
· The Happy Housewife, whose only ambitions is marriage and motherhood, replaces the career-oriented New Woman.
Three factors contributed to the emergence of the Modern beauty Myth
· The emergence of capitalism
· When capitalism emerged with urbanization where families were no longer working together
· Need for women to take on a particular kind of role
· New media technologies
· Reproduces imagines of how women should look 
· Printing press allowed for mass representation of certain notion of beauty
· Backlash against the Feminist Movement
· Began when femisin began 
· People who didn’t want women to have rights, would demonize suffragettes 
· When everything in home fall apart everything in home falls apart 
· Backlash in the 70’s this is when the beauty myth comes into place to put women back in their place and to keep control 
How the beauty myth works
Progress
· Sexual revolution
· Reproductive rights
· Control
· Politicization of health
Backlash
· “Beauty pornography”
· Eating disorders
· Mass neurosis
· Emergence of invasive health practices & technologies (cosmetic surgery) and other controls 
Critiques
· Limited to middle class women 
· Narrow reading of “western women”
· The social construction of beauty is shaped by race, class, age, disability, and the intersectionality of other social locations

Lecture 3: Disciplinary Power and Docile Bodies
What is disciplinary power? 
· Foucault’s term
· Sandra Bartlky offers gendered perspective
· Self surveillance vs. authoritative
· Disciplinary power is in contrast to authoritative power, no one forcing things on you like a dictator
· It is enforced by everyone, the media, friends family
· Page 88 quote
· Disciplinary power is a result of modern society i.e. School system and it organizes the way we interact with each other 
· It affects everyone regardless of your social status, age, etc. 
· He assumes men and women experience disciplinary power in the same way, but barley is saying this is not the case 
· Foucault talked about this in terms of prisons
Panopitcon 
· The effect of the to induce the inmate as state of consciousness and permant visibility that ensures the automatic function of power, each becomes to himself his own jailer
· Monitoring your own behavior 
· The male gaze the desire to be viewed in a certain way by men or society at learning this way a lot of the disciple women practice is because of the male gaze
· This operates within a patriarchal system that already views women
How does disciplinary power function 
· Self Surveillance 
· Need to control self desire
· Self management 
· Controlling desire
· Narratives of self-care health, balance 
· Desire to be recognized as feminine 
· Diet, and exercise function over maintaining a healthily lifestyle
· Page 79 “ we are born male or female, but not masicule or femine”
· Thing that we understand about masculinity or famines are not biological these are things we have come to associate with a specific sex 
· The notion that we perform femine and masculinity 
What does disciplinary power produce? 
Docile bodies 
· Bodies that are performing function based on disciplinary power 
· Bodies that operate according to social norms and standards without force 
· Coercion (e.g the media)
· Self control 
· Self-surveilling citizens 

What are some disciples that are particular to women?
· Diet and exercise to attain thinness 
· Cosmetic surgery to correct flaws 
· This is not say that men do not experience pressure to conform to certain body types, just that this takes place for men within a very different set of circumstances 
So why does this Matter?
· Taught that women should compete with each other 
· Operate within a patriarchal system that already views women as inferior 
· Affect women’s ability to be taken seriously in the public forum, their ability to lead and to be recognized as leader 
· Miss Representation 
Lecture 4: Disability
A Brief History of Disability in Western Culture
· Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) saw being a woman as a kind of disability, that is, as  "the first step along the road to deformity.” 
· He also wrote in his Politics that 
· "As to the exposure and rearing of children, let there be a law that no deformed child shall live.”
· Children born with disabilities were exposed and left to die.
· Disabled people were objects of scorn or charity, surviving as beggars
Middle Ages
· On the one hand, helping the ‘afflicted’ was a sign of Christian charity, and disabled people were seen as ‘Holy Innocents’ - children of God with a special purpose, who were seen as incapable of committing evil. 
· On the other hand, disability was seen as a punishment by God. Disabled people were seen as subhuman - "animal-like" or "vegetative.” They were exiled, or housed in leper colonies or church shelters. 
Workhouses	
· In 16th century England laws requiring the state to take care of the "poor and disadvantaged” were passed.  
· Almshouses and workhouses were created for people who were poor, old, or disabled. Conditions in these charitable establishments were grim.
The Medical Model of Disability
· Defines disability as the result of an intrinsic physical condition requiring medical intervention and rehabilitation. 
· Sees disability as an illness or biomedical problem of the individual 
· Emphasizes medical solutions to the problems experienced by disabled people: cures, treatments, surgeries, therapies
· Aims to normalize the life of the disabled person, and optimize social functioning. 
· Disability is the concern of health professionals
· Social responses focus on investments in healthcare services and health research. 
· There were two main approaches to disability in the early 20th century that emerged from these ways of viewing people with disabilities. These are:
· Institutionalization
· The Eugenics Movement
Institutionalization
· It was popularly believed that mental retardation and mental illness were genetic, and were the cause of most social ills: poverty, drunkenness, prostitution, crime, and violence. The response was to segregate or sterilize all of these people so that they could not reproduce their "evil habits" and "destroy the gene pool.”
· Institutions, in the form of hospitals and boarding schools, began to emerge in the 19th century (although they had a much longer history in leprosaria, ‘cities of the damned,’ sanitoriums, almhouses and workhouses). 
· Here, disabled people could be housed, studied, ‘cured,’ experimented on, controlled, and segregated from society. 
Impacts on Bodily Autonomy
· Institutions were isolating and degrading, eroding personal autonomy in general
· Sex was forbidden, and privacy hard to come by
· Inmates were vulnerable to all sorts of abuse
· Bodies were seen as objects of medicine
· While training and rehabilitation were aims for some, in some types of institutions, many were abandoned there for the long term and cut off from normal social relationships.
Abuses Exposed in The 1960s
· In the 1960s, the conditions and abuses in institutions were exposed in several reports and journalism exposees. 
· Slowly a movement for deinstitutionalization began, along with a fight for community-based services.  
Eugenics
· The term ‘eugenics” was coined by Francis Galton, nephew of Charles Darwin. From the Greek, it means “well born” and is based on the evolutionary principle of survival of the fittest. 
· The science of improving the stock, which is by no means confined to questions of judicious mating, but which, especially in the case of man, takes cognizance of all the influences that tend, in however remote a degree, to give the more suitable races or strains of blood a better chance of prevailing speedily over the less suitable than they otherwise would have had. 
· The notion is that we can improve the human race through social programs designed to support selective breeding or curb reproduction among undesirable populations.
· Eugenics was popular among social progressives in western countries at the turn of 19th century. 
· After the Nazi Racial Hygiene program, many of these societies were renamed genetic societies, and shifted their attention from improving the stock to genetic research, education and practice.
· In Canada Eugenics programs targeted poor populations for birth control, marriage laws, sterilization or institutionalized people considered to be mentally or intellectual degenerate, including people with disabilities, those with psychiatric issues, people of colour, Aboriginal people, and people living in poverty. 
Feminism and Eugenics
· First wave feminist’s – women’s suffrage and temperance groups were key proponents of Eugenics, especially in Alberta
· Helen MacMurchy became Ontario's "inspector of the feeble-minded" in 1915, and guided the National Council of Women to endorse sterilization as a means of preventing mothers from "filling the cradles with degenerate babies.”
· Canada's first woman magistrate Emily Murphy lectured on the dangers of bad genes. "Insane people," she proclaimed, "are not entitled to progeny." 
· Suffragist Liberal Nellie McClung, promoted the benefits of sterilization, especially for "young simple-minded girls." This was vital to the passage of eugenics legislation in Alberta. 
· Hon. Irene Parlby, repeatedly alarmed the public to the growing rate at which the "mentally deficient" were propagating. Her "great and only solution to the problem" was sterilization.
The Disability Movement
· Influenced by civil rights and other human rights struggles in the 1950s and 60s, the disability rights movement gained momentum through the 1970s and 80s. 
Disability Activists & scholars critiqued the medical & charity models of disability
· The medical model inadvertently pathologizes disability, resulting in social degradation.
·  It misdirects resources from promoting accessibility through universal design and social inclusion to medical interventions, including new reproductive and genetic screening with potential eugenic implications. 
· Tends to portray disabled people as objects of pity and charity, rather than seeing disability as a social and political issue 
· Fails to acknoweldge the political and human rights dimensions of disability.
· Disability is depicted as a lack
They proposed a Social Model of Disability
· Disability is socially constructed;  it is a function of social practices and attitudes rather than actual physical impairment.  
· The lived experiences of disability are constructed by the social realities of living as a disabled person.  If, for example, every building was actually accessible to persons in wheelchairs, the limitations resulting from the person's impairment would be profoundly different.  
· Disability names the experience of oppression, not qualities inherent to the individual.  To be disabled is to experience barriers to full participation in society. 
Four aspects of Disability
1. System for interpreting and disciplining body variation
2. Relationship between bodies and environments
3. Set of practices that produce the able-bodied and disabled
4. Way of describing the inherent instability of the embodied self.
· Disability can be a relationship between bodies and a environment 
· Disability set of practices that our society puts in place like school for disabled people 
· The government changed the IQ level people who were classified as disabled were now not disabled 
· Our culture in the newest has been thinking about how our body changes 
· Instead of thinking disability is sick, signifier that our bodies are unstable organic things 
Disability and the fundamental premises of critical theory
1. Representation Structures reality
2. The margins define the center
3. Gender and disability are ways of signifying relationships of power
4. Human identity is multiple and unstable
5. Analysis and evaluation has political implications
· The world water gives an actually meaning and structure to the word water
· Language is our representation
· We invent things like race and gender these things come from our history and culture
· Representation structures reality 
· The margins define the center (center is the “norm”, margins are on the outside)
· Center defined the margin
· The center is only known by what it excludes i.e. margins define the center 
The ways feminist theory can be deepened by a disability analysis
1. Representation
· Discriminatory systems are legitimized by representation – by collective cultural stories that shape the material world, underwrite exclusionary attitudes, inform human relations, and mold our sense of who we are
2. Embodiment
· Disability analysis can illuminate an analysis of the body - the materiality of the body, its politics, its lived experience, its relationship to subjectivity and identity.
· i..e Foucault and disciplinary practices of medicine and appearance
3. Identity
· Disability complicates feminist theories of identity through:
· Intersectionality, and banishment from femininity and sexuality
· Attention to the fact that the self emerges in relation to environments
· Subverts liberal emphasis on individual autonomy to highlight interdependence and community
· Reminds us of the fluidity of the self
Activism
· Disability expands the purview of feminist activism
· Intersexed Society of North America
· Not Dead Yet
· ADAPT (American Disabled for Public Transit)
· Use of disabled fashion models
· Academic tolerance of internal conflict and contradiction
Lecture 5: Women in Sports
The New Woman (1890s to 1920s)
· Growth in numbers of feminist, educated, independent career women
· An icon of changing gender norms following Victorian era
· The new woman had more freedom to pursue public roles, venturing out of the domestic sphere for employment, politics and culture
· Expressed autonomy and individuality
· Included glamorous performers, working class “working girls,” middle class daughters entering college and male dominated professions, social reformers in women’s clubs, trade unions, and suffrage, and athletes
· Middle class values around gender roles affected even those not in the middle 
· 1990 new trend (feminism) referred to as the new women who was breaking away from the cult of domesticity (working class women)
· Women who engaged in sports would loos their femininity
· Following this Victorian era there is a trend of women breaking away from gender roles which they were conditioned into
· Birth control- giving women more control over there bodies
Sports and The New Woman
· The rise of the new woman was tied to changes in women’s physical and educational culture
· Ironically, the aim was to produce disciplined wives, and healthy mothers, rather than feminist reformers
· Victorian ideology prescribed women’s roles as serving their husbands and nations in domestic roles on the home front. 
· Physical education reformer Hamilton Fletcher wrote in 1879:
· “It is indeed high time we began to establish our association for the Physical Education of Women. We shall never have great doings from women unless they have great souls—we cannot well expect great souls in little cramped bodies.” 
· Feminist reformers also advocated physical fitness for women
· Fitness is frowned upon for women at the time 
· Women’s physical education was tied to changing social norms and changing gender roles
· People are starting to institute physical recreation programs for women
· Signifies new ways people started looking at womens health in that way (quote)
There were three predominant views about women and sport at the turn of the century
Conservative Reformers
· Promoted female athleticism because it produced disciplined wives and healthy child-bearers
· Tied to eugenics/social darwinism movements – “fitness of the race” and “healthy social body”
Progressive Reformers
· Physical education for women was tied to expanding women’s social autonomy and public engagement 
· Tied to changing gender norms and economic freedom 
Opponents
· Threatened stability of society
· Women would become manlike
· Exercise would damage female reproductive capacity
· Lead to moral, physical and emotional breakdown
The “mannishness” of the Female Athlete
· Opponents during this period (1890-1920) claimed that athletics would lead to female masculinity – women athletes would adopt male dress, talk, and mannerisms
· Lose reproductive capacities, infertility, atrophied sex organs, and inferior offspring
· Unleash their (heterosexual) sexuality
· Lead to temptations to excess
· Dramatic cultural change for women conservative to flappers
· Female athlete as lesbian (still happens today)
· Sexuality will be unleashed in sports
· Engagement in sports will lead to male aspect like dressing like men, etc.
Athlete as Beauty Queen
· While conservative warned against the moral dangers of athletics, some sports organizations and promoters rejected educator’s emphasis on social control. 
· Sponsors of popular sport found that sexual hype attracted audiences and mute charges of mannishness
· In working lass settings in in elite sports like swimming the image of the athlete as beauty queen emerged.
· They presented the female athlete as sexually attractive and available.


Beauty Queen on a Bike
· In the early twentieth century, nothing conveyed the modern spirit of mobility, freedom, and independence better than the bicycle. 
· When an athletic girl was included, she added sexual desirability to the mix -- a sleek human machine joined to the manufactured machine. 
· To many observers, this novel combination was exciting and perhaps a little frightening.
· Emergence of the individual 
· Add element of sexual desirability 
The Muscle Moll
· Derogatory term
· “Moll” refers to prostitutes or female lovers of gangsters
· Athletics leads to a disreputable, heterosexually deviant womanhood 
Intersections: Sport, Class & the New Woman
Working class
· The working class had slightly different gender norms, though just as limited
· While boys ‘ran wild’ and went to schoolgirls had little time for leisure and education, with responsibilities caring for younger siblings, and doing chores at home.  
· Physical education was introduced for girls based on a Swedish model of free standing, repetitive movements, while boys followed a military model military with drill-like discipline
· Physical education for working class children was part of a process of social control designed to produce obedient workers and re-enforce social roles, but it was more progressive for girls than for boys.
· Adult women lacked leisure time and resources for sports
Middle Class
· The physical education movement was largely a middle class phenomenon – they had access to both leisure and resources
· Middle classes were interested in the social assimilation produced by sports – for boys with respect to army and nation, for girls the team symbolized family and household
· “cult of athleticism” for boys – training in values for the ruling class – strength, competition, team citizenship
· Imported middle class values into working class physical education as well
Emerging Lesbian Stereotypes
· Female athleticism began to be depicted as contrary to women’s heterosexual appeal
The Butch Ballplayer
· Homophobia was high in the late 40s and 1950s, and women were being pushed back into female roles post WWII
· Female athletes, with their masculine bodies, interests and attributes were visible representatives of the “gender inversion” associated with homosexuality
· Phys. Ed majors were increasingly charged to be lesbians
· Lesbian stigma began plague athletes, especially working class athletes.
· “The challenge for women athletes was not to conquer new athletic feats… but to regain their womanhood through sexual surrender to men.” 
Intersections: Race, sport and sexuality
· Media ignored black athletes, so there was virtually no commentary on “mannish” black athletes.
· Stereotypes of black women as highly sexual, promiscuous, and unrestrained in their heterosexual passions further discouraged inks between athleticism and lesbianism for black women.
· Racist ideology also complicated the meaning of ‘mannishness’ by depicting all black women as aggressive, coarse, passionate a physical
· Black women’s success in sport was seen as the natural result of their reputed closeness to nature, animals and masculinity
· As the decade progressed, black athletes too were included in the lesbian stigma
Sport and the Heterosexual Imperative
· Effects of homophobia on women competitors (straight and gay)
· Exerted pressures to display femininity and heterosexuality – viewed as the same.
· Women became apologetic for athletic skill
· Physical educators placed heterosexuality as centre of professional objectives – courses emphasized feminine pastimes, charm and beauty, and encouraged mixed social events
· Department heads cracked down on ‘mannish’ faculty and students and implemented dress codes
· Sports promoters focused on proof of heterosexuality and femininity, especially in sports with masculine images, like softball and basketball.
· Leagues prohibited recruitment of “freaks” and “amazons”
· Women’s athletic efforts were generally denigrated and undervalued
· Lesbian athletes, coaches and faculty were marginalized
Lecture 6: Witches
Historical Background
· Social and political unrest, host of natural and man-man disasters from 14 – 15 century. 
· Famine, plague, large-scale destructive warfare, financial collapse, papal schism (oh my!)
· Centralization of the Church:
· Survivals of pagan belief, worship and practice were condemned as demonic and gradual suppressed by Christian theory and law
· Movement from superstition to witchcraft 
· Crisis of religious authority within the medieval church 
· Dispute over who was the rightful pope – period of time when two popes vied for supremacy 
· Need for widespread reform in ecclesiastical and devotional life – transitioning away from superstitions and magic
· Fear of the consequences for Christian Europe if reform were not accomplished to root out what they termed “superstitions”  - which became the governing category for diabolical sorcery and witchcraft 
· The Devil was now a full scale threat to Christian society  
· Devil’s plan to ruin Christian Society took on new components – the diabolical sorcery and the assembly of witches
Characteristics of Medieval Witchcraft
· Pact with the Devil
· The ride by night/ secret nocturnal meetings
· Formal repudiation of Christianity 
· Desecration of the Eucharist and the crucifix
· Orgy
· Cannibalism – mostly babies (YUM!)
· Pact was really important because it helped to distinguish between witchcraft and possession – the devil may possess a person against their will, but the idea of the pact emphasizes that idea that it is always a voluntary act – implies that within the context of witchcraft the person can be held responsible for their actions 
· The ride by night/ secret nocturnal meetings 
· Conveys the idea that witchcraft is collaborative – individual sorcerer of course must be apprehended and punished, but sorcerer thought to be a member of a sect of sorcerers, therefore ought to be forced to reveal other members of the group
“Hammer of Witches” (1487)
· Written by two Dominican Inquisitors Heinrich Kramer and Jacob Sprenger. 
· Composed as a handbook and was intended to assist in surveying and eliminating heresy 
· All later handbooks of witch theory (even those not affiliated with a religious organization) looked back to the Malleus as their chief inspiration
Three Sections:
· First: Establishes that disbelief in witches is manifest heresy, offered a census on the effects of witchcraft and explained why it is that women are more likely to be witches
· Second: Describes typology of witchcraft and a typology for its investigation (forms and remedies)
· Third: Provides a detailed treatment of the legal proceedings against witches in order to assist judge confronting and combating witchcraft 
· Establishes that disbelief in witches is manifest heresy – refuted critics who denied the reality of witchcraft
· “Swimming test” – tying the accused hand and foot and throwing them in water. Sink innocent, float guilty
· “Weighing” – placed on one side of the scale and weighed against a bible. Lighter than the bible she was guilty.
· “Pricking” – insensitive spots on the body where the Devil had marked them (sometimes a scar or mole)
· “Witch’s Mark” – unusual protuberance on the body that could conceivably be considered a teat upon which the devil would suck
Why Witchcraft is Chiefly Found in Women
· “woman’s nature” provides the basis for the argument women are more likely then men to practice witchcraft
Biological Characteristics
· BENT RIB – deficiency in the formation of the first women
· The works of Galen and Aristotle provided the dominant biological theories of human physiology of the Early Modern period. 
· “One- Sex Model” - informed the interpretation of the biological difference between the male and female body: female genitals are the same as male genitals, only inverted.
· Results from amount of heat in the body. 
· Aristotle refers to the female as a “mutilated male,” and in agreement, Galen asserts that “the female is less perfect that the male.” 
· Higher levels of heat in the male allow for the genitals to be exposed outside the body, whereas female genitals, on the other hand, remain inside the body since female bodies are colder.
· The female body is inferior to, and deficient in comparison to, the male body. Indeed, Aristotle refers to the female as a “mutilated male,” and in agreement, Galen asserts that “the female is less perfect that the male.”
Good Woman
· Descriptions of certain Biblical women bring light to the qualities that a good woman possesses. 
· Judith, Esther, and Deborah. 
· These women are described as virtuous and deserving of praise for they “brought beatitude to men” primarily through their obedience to their husbands
· Last chapter of Proverbs (Chapter 31) - Verse 17 of Chapter 31 asserts that a good woman “girds her loins with strength.” 
· Chastity is thus a trait attributed to a good woman.  
Bad Woman
· Sampson’s wife 
· Madea, Jezebel, Cleopatra 
· Laodice wife of Antiochus King of Syria - “she would not be governed, but would follow her own impulses” (151)  
· Eve “the sin of Eve would not have brough death to our soul and body unless the sin had afterwards been passed on to Adam, to which he was tempted by Eve, not by the Devil” (152)
· Dominance, autonomy, independence, lustful  
· Laodice, who is the wife of King Antiochus of Syria - In this section the text describes how, on account of her jealousy, Laodice caused the death of her husband’s second wife and daughter, and ultimately herself. 


Thinking Difference
Science is not Neutral
· Sociobiology was extremely controversial
· Hubbard points to some of the problems that render this a flawed, biased science:
· Interpretation is subjective and culturally biased
· It’s claims cannot be proven (you can’t separate humans from their environments)
· Blurs the distinction between analogies and homologies
· Statement are so vague and inclusive they are meaningless
· Confusing use of concepts (such as dominance or aggression)
·  illusion of scientific objectivity masks bias – interpretations of sex, race, class are politically loaded
Science is Ideological
· Ideology, a concept derived from Marxism, relates to how cultures are structured to enable the group holding power to maximize control with minimum conflict. 
· The dominant group may not deliberately oppress people or alter their consciousness 
· Instead, the current order is maintained and legitimized by the ways dominant institutions in society work through values, conceptions of the world, and symbol systems. 
· Basically, people are taught IDEAS about the way things are, how the world 'really' works and should work. 
· These ideas orient people's thinking to accept the current way of doing things, the current sense of what is 'natural,' and the current understanding of their roles in society. 
· This socialization process, the shaping of our cognitive and affective interpretations of our social world, is called "hegemony”

How Ideology Works
1. Ideological structures appear to be natural, "according to the order of things" (naturalization)
2. Ideological structures appear to be the logical conclusion to an historical development (historicization)
3. There is an assumption that now that this (natural) state of affairs has been reached, things will be that way, barring regression (eternalization)
Dr. Edward Clark “Sex in Education: A Fair Chance for the Girls”
· Spending her Force in Intellectual Labor 
· Women were capable of achieving things in education but education was comprising to their health 
· Going to school attributed to a girls death 
· Common theory at the time 
Scientific Sexism
· Women are physically inferior:
· Physically smaller than men
· Less stamina—they faint more
· They menstruate and are physically incapacitated every month
· Brought on temporary insanity
· More delicate because their female nervous system was finer and more prone to fatigue because of the reproductive system
· Phrenology—the art of reading the skull
· Beliefs that Women are intellectually inferior
· Smaller brains than men
· Size of brain to body weight - Abandoned when it was discovered that female brain to body rate yielded a higher ratio
· Brain weight to body height
· Female brain inferior and more primitive than male brain
· Human sexuality
· Human body has finite amount of energy, which must be regulated
· Sexual instinct most primitive
· Sex strong in men but absent in ladies
· Feared in women because their sexuality would drain the man of his energy
· Energy spent on intellectual work could be spent on child bearing 
· Talking about Middle class women
· working class women had plenty of energy to do all of this 
Scientific Sexism
Women: Puberty to Menopause
· Women must channel their energies into reproduction
· Discouraged from intellectual activity b/c blood was needed for reproductive organ development
· Education took about 20% of women’s vital energy
· Pregnant women must not strain brains or the unborn child would be harmed
· Avoid strong emotions
Men: Puberty
· Men must focus their life force on getting ahead in the world and must reserve sexual energies;
· One ounce of semen = four ounces blood;
· Masturbation or frequent sex would lead to insanity and death;
· Women’s indifference to sex was good for men
Social Darwinism/Eugenics
· Based on theories of evolution and biological/genetic determinism
· Social differences are biologically determined
· Male dominance and superiority is related to evolutionary success
· Poor and Working class people are biologically inferior, and at risk of overbreeding
· Black people are biologically inferior and bound for extinction
· Strategies to “improve the race” from promotion of birth control, sterilization and institutionalization to selective breeding, euthanasia, and genocide
· Race was a concept invented to justification for colonialism 
· Darwin comes up with the theory of revolutions
Sociobiology
· Edward Wilson published Sociobiology: The New Synthesis in 1975
· Wilson defined sociobiology as “the systematic study f the biological basis of human behavior. 
· Explains animal (and human) social behavior in the light of natural selection and other biological processes. 
· Claims that genes (and their transmission through successful reproduction are the central motivators in animals’ struggle for survival. Animals behave in ways that maximize their chances of transmitting copies of their genes to succeeding generations
· Wilson uses sociobiology to naturalize such behaviors as:
· Male dominance over women 
· Gendered division of labor
· Negative attitudes toward sex workers
Lecture 7: Intersexuality and Transgender
The Science of Sex
· Genetic Sex – Chromosomes
· Gonadal Sex – ovaries/testes
· Hormonal Sex – estrogen/testosterone
· Somatic Sex- Body anatomy, physiology
· Psychological Sex- Sexual identity
Dr. Anne Fausto-Sterling’s five-sexes:
1. Males 
2. Females 
3. Herms ("true" hermaphrodites)
4. Merms (male "pseudohermaphrodites")
5. Ferms (female "pseudohermaphrodites")
· pseudo hermaphrodites possess two gonads of the same kind (either ovaries or testes) and they possess the usual chromosomes of their sex xx female and xy male, but their external genitalia and secondary sex characteristics do not match their chromosomes.
· Western culture committed to idea of 2 sexes – we can even see this in language, where persons are referred to as he or she. 
· Legally you must be a man or woman, which is identified on official ID.
· But in nature, we find a range of sexes – not a continuum, but more like a multidimensional space with multiple points. 
Intersexed
· According to the Intersexed Society of North America “Intersex” is a general term used for a variety of conditions in which a person is born with a reproductive or sexual anatomy that doesn’t seem to fit the typical definitions of female or male.
· Though we speak of intersex as an inborn condition, intersex anatomy doesn’t always show up at birth. Sometimes a person isn’t found to have intersex anatomy until she or he reaches the age of puberty, or finds himself an infertile adult, or dies of old age and is autopsied. Some people live and die with intersex anatomy without anyone (including themselves) ever knowing.
· The idea that there is more than one sex is not new
· Many First Nations traditionally have multiple gender systems
Transgender and Transexuality
Transgender
· Those whose psychological self ("gender identity") differs from the social expectations for the physical sex they were born with.
· An umbrella term for transsexuals, cross-dressers (transvestites), transgenderists, gender queers, and people who identify as neither female nor male and/or as neither a man or as a woman. Transgender is not a sexual orientation; transgender people may have any sexual orientation.
Transexual
· A person who experiences a mismatch of the sex they were born as and the sex they identify as. A transsexual sometimes undergoes medical treatment to change his/her physical sex to match his/her sex identity through hormone treatments and/or surgically. Not all transsexuals can have or desire
Lecture 8: Love Revolutions: GLBT Movements
Mattachine Society
· Early homophile groups in the US, like the Mattachine Society (founded in 1950s) 
· Membership and recruitment was largely male
· Focused on issues pertinent to men
· The pressures of gender on gay identity were not considered
Daughters of Bilitis
· Focused on gender issues and the experience of being a lesbian
· Disapproved of butch stylings found in working class lesbian culture
· Assimilationist values: advocated feminine dress for lesbians
Assimilation
· Homophile movement groups were conservative 
· Aimed to become accepted and included in mainstream society
· Assume that tolerance can be achieved making making difference invisible, and promoting an essentializing, normalizing sameness 
· Disassociated themselves from those who transgressed gender rules: i.e. drag queens, butch lesbians.  
· ‘Propoganda of powerlessness’  
· Presented homosexuals as objects of pity
· Collaborated with homophobic science and the ‘medical model’ that pathologized homosexuality
· Separation of public and private spheres (i.e. sexuality is private) depoliticized sexuality.
Gay Liberation
· Modeled on the new left social movements, and use of more confrontational tactics
· Critiqued heterosexual dominance
· Challenged conventional knowledge about gendered behaviour, monogamy, the sanctity of law
· Rejected assimilationist strategies and promoted a distinctly gay identity
· Gay pride
· Assertion of political identity discredited professional opinion of ‘experts’ like doctors and psychiatrists. 
· Promoting ‘coming out’ narrative/consciousness raising groups
Goals of Gay Liberation
· Eradicating sex roles
· Transforming the family as an institution
· Ending homophobic violence
· Ending the homo-hetero sexual binary for a potential bisexuality
· Developing a new vocabulary of the erotic
· Freedom for the fulfillment of human potential 
Lesbian Feminists
· Initially the feminist movement did as much as it could to distance itself from Lesbians
· Feminists like Betty Friedan (The Feminine Mystique) saw lesbians as a threat that might undermine feminist gains and named the nascent lesbian movement the “Lavender Menace.”
· Ti-Grace Atkinson dismissed lesbianism because “it is based on role-playing and …because it is based on the primary assumption of male oppression” and “reinforces the sex-class system.”
· The National Organization for Women (NOW) key members excluded lesbian concerns


Lavender Menace
· In May 1970 NOW’s second congress was disrupted by a group of former members calling themselves the“Lavender Menace.” (Later renamed Radicalesbians)
· Birth of Lesbian Feminism: Lesbianism becomes a political stance rather than a sexual identification
Divisions between Lesbians and Gay Men
· Lesbian is linked by lesbian-feminists to gender: sexism is seen as paradigm for all oppression
· Suggests that for lesbians, gender and not sexuality is primary identificatory category.
· Distances lesbianism from affiliation with gay men: “all men, gay men included, oppress women”
· Sheila Jeffreys goes so far as to suggest gay men play a special role in the oppression of women through their role in media and fashion industries -- and because they love men, the supremacist sex.
· Fry sees gay men as women hating
Ethnic Model of Rights
· Gay liberation and Lesbian Feminism advocated social and sexual revolution, but increasingly consolidated as civil rights movements intent on securing equality
· This new ethnic approach, modeled on the Black Civil Rights movement, focused on community identity and cultural difference
· Gay liberation wanted to see sex and gender categories eradicated - the established order was seen as fundamentally corrupt
·  The Ethnic Model aimed to see gays and lesbians established as a legitimate minority group.
Lecture 9: Postmodernism and Queer Theory
Modernity
· Beginning in about 1600s with the Enlightenment – the Age of Reason.  
· We see ourselves as a culture defined by truth and guided by knowledge and science 
· Belief that history has been about progress (i.e from primitive to civilized)
· “We must solve the problem presented by bodies, genders, and desires that transgress through more and better knowledge” (Wilchins 34)
· But science has failed to explain human gender and sexual diversity, and has led to pathologizing anyone who deviates from established norms.
· Believing in the power of human reason
· Guiding by truth and reason 
· We believe that history has been a series of progress (primitavtive state to civilized)
· Many truths and all those truths can exist at the same time
· Ex. Girls attend university to get an education while post modernist believe that girls can go to university for many reasons 

Modern “Truths” of  Gender and Sexuality
· “You are either an man or a woman (XY or XX, genital evidence etc.)
·  We tend to believe that our sexual relationships are grounded in that natural division
· i.e. heterosexuality is natural
· We tend to divide perceived reality into binaries –polarized opposites in which one term is privileged )man vs woman, normal vs pathological)
Postmodernism
· But what if the sex binary is a fiction? What if it is a cultural construct?
· What if sexuality does not flow naturally from gender?
· What if reality is more complicated than binaries allow? What about the grey areas?
· These kinds of questions inform queer theory.
· They are postmodern questions.
· Postmodernism offers a new way to think about the world 
· But what the heck is it?
· A fundamental critique of modern thought
· Marked by skepticism, uncertainty: suspicion of “grand [‘ master’] narratives”;
· Jean Francois Lyotard understands pomo as “incredulity toward metanarratives”
· Says:  we’ve lost  “fixed points of reference”
· Opposes enlightenment/liberal humanist thought
Some Tenets of pomo
· “Truth” is not about ‘facts’ – it is a product of relations of power
· The “stable self”  is a fiction produced by power–and divided by the unconscious
· What we perceive as ‘reality’ is actually language.
· Language is not “neutral” -   its meanings are ambiguous and plural
· Undoes traditional hierarchies and binaries
· Requires constant questioning 
· Disrupts the “comfort” of knowing
Derrida & the Problem with Language
· Language favors the SAME - it names what is common to members of a speech community so that what is unique, unrepeatable and private tends to go unnamed. 
· But meaning is created by DIFFERENCE – we understand what a word means by excluding what it is not.  This also renders meaning unstable – meanings change as we constantly negotiate this tension – for instance of what is man and not-man. (leads to binaries)
· Language SEEMS TRANSPARENT–it seems like a direct reflection of the world – but it is always ideological – language produces meaning.
· We PRIVILEGE LANGUAGE – mistake it for the Real. Things only exist for us if they are named. 
The Other and the Binary
· The reliance on difference for meaning, together with the ideological emphasis on sameness leads to a tendency to reduce complexity to simplistic binaries. 
	· Man
· Masculine
· Real
· Good
· Light
· Self
	· Woman
· Feminine
· Artificial
· Evil
· Dark
· Other 


· They look like two halves of a whole. But notice that one term is privileged as the ‘original,’ positive, or universal, and the other is always derivative of it. It gives meaning to the first term, but has  no meaning independently. i.e man represents of all of humanity but woman is merely the ‘other’ or ‘opposite’ sex.
Debunking Grand’ Truths
· The history of western thought is a procession
· of grand truths
· We also call these monolithic, universal or transcendent (rises above particular)
· Such grand truths are declared to be universal, for all people, societies, and at all times. But through history they always change, for instance the monolith of the One True God of christianity was replaced by the transcendent ideal of Human Reason, and the primacy of Science. 
· Consider how we might think of ‘Sex’ as a monolith or grand truth.
· We seek these transcendental truths because we want certainty, to rescue us from the void of the unknown. 
· We strive for singular Truths, because the singular seems to offer easy explanation and fact – whereas multiplicity seems to indicate error in the search for singular truth.
Deconstruction
· At stake is how we deal with difference – or ALTERITY
· Derrida called for de-centering knowledge, to give space to alterity, and allow the erased and excluded to emerge
· In this sense, writes Wilchins, postmodernism is a philosophy of the dispossessed. 44
· Deconstruction is Derrida’s practice to de-centre knowledge
· His process is to demonstrate how any set of truth claims is only possible because a prior set of truth claims were hidden once they were in place. It uncovers the unstated assumptions behind a truth claim. 
· Deconstruction reveals that a given Truth is culturally constructed, and depends on other small t-truths.
· Deconstruction is a philosophical and a political tool, “the antitdote to universal truths.” 44

Foucault and the Self as an Effect of Power
· In modernity, the self, or ‘subject’ is a highly individualistic  Cartesian subject, with some kind of essential, stable  centre or core.
· The subject of social construction still adheres to the notion of an inner or core self, but also examines how the self is socialized or constructed.
· Foucault argues that the self is an effect of power – power creates us as specific kinds of individuals through discourses
· This postmodern decentered subject has no stable 'core' identity; if there appears to be then that is only because of the 'narrative of the self' which we have constructed and such narratives are themselves the product of social intercourse.
Queer Versus Gay and Lesbian
· This way of viewing knowledge, and especially the self, or ‘identity’ is a key difference between terms like ‘gay and lesbian’ and ‘queer’ as it is understood in queer theory.
· ‘Gay and lesbian’ politics adheres to a modern understanding of identity – so one has a True identity deep down they need only find – a true ‘gay’ self or straight self at ones very core.
· In modernity we often use phrases like one must “find the self” or “know the self”
· A postmodernist questions the very ideas of ‘Truth’ and ‘identity’ – so queer is not an identity per se. It is a method of critique and questioning, an attitude. 
The concept of a sexual identity was invented in the 17th Century
· According to Michel Foucault, Before about the 17th century, people didn’t think of themselves as gay or straight. 
· Sexual preferences were seen as appetites, not identities. 
· A culture of confession urged people to confess their sexual secrets, and thereby identify with their sexual preferences
· And new discourses of what is sexually  normal or abnormal emerged in the new fields of medicine, psychiatry, and law.
· Goes with the idea of the panopticon
A science of sexuality (Foucault’s critique)
· Foucault is skeptical about the application of science to pleasure and desire.
· He is critical of the construction of sexuality as a form of self knowledge.
· It burdens us with a sense that we harbor an inner drive that must be  watched, explained and understood. 
· People were compelled to manage their behaviour, and their thoughts, giving church and state more power over their lives.
· The different or marginalized has the most to lose – they were labeled deviants in need of treatment. 
‘Species’ of the Homosexual
· Prior to modernity people were concerned with sexual practices, pleasures, and appetites.
· Sex was a form of behaviour, not an identity. 
· By the 1800s certain homosexual sexual acts were termed ‘sodomy,’ a legal term for acts that offend public decency.
· But with the rise of sexual science, sexual behavior was interpreted to reflect a sexual identity. According to Foucault: “where the sodomite had been a temporary aberration, the homosexual was now a species.” 
· Homosexual acts were not longer what one did – homosexual was what one was. 
· People who engaged in no procreative sex were seen as something dangerous, deviant, and sick. 
Discourse
· In everyday speech, discourse simply means a discussion or dialogue.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]But Foucault is referring to a social dialogue- a discussion society is having with itself, a set of meaning-making practices.  59
· Discourse is a set of rules for producing knowledge – this determines what kinds of statements are intelligible to us, or in a particular field of knowledge (like medicine, or the gay community.
· Example – in the discourse of gender you can only say meaningful things about two kinds of bodies: male and female 
· Tied into ideology and hegemony 
· Form our cultural set of realities and understanding
Discursive Power & Docile Bodies
· Repressive power: held by the state and exercised from the top down on the individual. It is concrete and visible; you can see it operate in the police and army, or by the strong over the weak.
· Discursive power: operates through production instead of repression. 
· It produces certain kinds of individuals, bodies, pleasures
· Operates from the bottom up instead of top down.
· It is not central, but diffuse and capillary. 
· Not just held by authorities and institutions, but by everyone.
· Rights politics don’t work here - We need new forms of politics to deal with discursive power. 
· Discursive Power is tied to disciplinary power – the techniques of self-surveillance and conformity of the panopticon – production of ‘docile bodies’
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