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Please answer each question on the pages of this test. If you need more space for your answer, please use the reverse side of the page.

I. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 1 mark.
1) 
If Joan is appointed to the committee, I am guaranteed to get tenure. I wholeheartedly 
favour her appointment. This passage above is best described as an example of:


a) subjective relativism


b) an enthymeme


c) self-interested thinking


d) a premise  


2)
Probably the best advice for anyone trying to uncover or dissect arguments is __________.

a)

find the premises first

b)
paraphrase the argument

c)

determine the truth of premises

d)
find the conclusion first

3) 
The function of an explanation is to ____________________________.

a)
try to prove that a statement is true

b)
try to show why or how something is the way it is

c)
try to show that something is the case

d)
try to show that a statement is in dispute

4) 
Subjective relativism is the idea that __________________________.

a)
Truth is relative to societies.

b)
Truth depends on what someone believes.

c)
There is a way the world is.

d)
Some objective truths are about our subjective states.

5)
Words that frequently accompany arguments and signal that a premise or conclusion is 
present are known as ___________________.


a)
inference indicators


b)
premises


c)
indicator verbs


d)
argument components

II. For each of the following on the line provided write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.

1. Frankie is from Vancouver. Thus he is used to rainy weather.
Implicit ___premise___

Vancouverites are used to rainy weather.
Or: People from Vancouver are used to rainy weather.

2. Almost all Vancouverites like the beach, and Jessica is from Vancouver.

Implicit ___conclusion__

Jessica probably likes the beach.
Or: In all likelihood Jessica likes the beach.

3. My cousin has good vision, for people who don’t wear eyeglasses have good vision.

Implicit ___premise__

My cousin doesn’t wear eyeglasses.
4. It is very sad considering all of Manny Ramirez’s years of excellence in Major League Baseball. But Ramirez has used steroids, and if a Major League Baseball player has used steroids, there is no justification for allowing him to enter the Major League Baseball Hall of Fame.

Implicit ___conclusion___

There is no justification for allowing Manny Ramirez to enter the Major League Baseball Hall of Fame.

5. Politicians who are convicted of crimes should not be returned to parliament, so MP Jones should not be re-elected. 

Implicit ___premise__

MP Jones has been convicted of a crime.
III. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  
1. Many prepackaged microwave dinners contain a lot of salt, and eating a lot of salt can cause higher blood pressure, and higher blood pressure can cause heart attacks. Thus, we should stop eating so many prepackaged microwave dinners. (3) 

Standard Form:

1. Many prepackaged microwave dinners contain a lot of salt.

2. Eating a lot of salt can cause higher blood pressure.

3. Higher blood pressure can cause heart attacks. 

--------------------------------------------------------------

4. We should stop eating so many prepackaged microwave dinners.
Diagram:
1   2    3

-----------
     ↓
     4
2. Sheilah is not going to work today, because she is wearing her brown leather jacket, and she never goes to work wearing that jacket. (3)

1. Sheilah [she] is wearing her brown leather jacket.
2. Sheilah [she] never goes to work wearing that jacket.

-----------------------------------------------------------------
3. Sheilah is not going to work today.
1    2 

--------

    ↓

    3

3. Capital punishment should be abolished, because carrying out the execution has a brutalizing effect on the prison officials involved; there is always the chance of executing the wrong person; and the violence of executions teaches the wrong lesson, since it encourages that the way to solve problems is through violence. (4)

1. Carrying out the execution has a brutalizing effect on the prison officials involved.

2. There is always the chance of executing the wrong person.

3.  It encourages that the way to solve problems is through violence.

4. The violence of executions teaches the wrong lesson. 3
5. Capital punishment should be abolished. 1, 2, 4
1    2             3         
 \     \            /
   \     \        4
     \     \     / 
       \    \   /
             5
4. The University of Ottawa should be taking the lead in reducing pollution, not contributing to it with the use of lawn chemicals! Therefore, the University of Ottawa should stop spraying chemical pesticides and herbicides on its lawn. After all, there are good natural alternatives for controlling weeds and insects. Also, the chemicals used pose a hazard to those who are at the university. Another problem is that if it rains, then the runoff from the chemicals runs into the sewer lines and contributes to water pollution. Finally, the use of lawn chemicals sets a bad example for the rest of the city. (4)

1. There are good natural alternatives for controlling weeds and insects. 

2. The chemicals used pose a hazard to those who are at the university. 
3. If it rains, then the runoff from the chemicals runs into the sewer lines and contributes to water pollution. 
4. The use of lawn chemicals sets a bad example for the rest of the city.
---------------------------------------------------------------
5. The University of Ottawa should stop spraying chemical pesticides and herbicides on its lawn.
1      2      3     4

 \      |       /      /

  \     |     /      /

    \   |   /      /

         5      

5. Most university students are intellectually curious, and Jane is a university student. Therefore, Jane is probably intellectually curious. Thus, Jane is probably well read, because most intellectually curious people are well read. (4)

1. Most university students are intellectually curious.

2. Jane is a university student. 

3. Jane is probably intellectually curious. 1, 2

4. Most intellectually curious people are well read.

5. Jane is probably well read. 3, 4
1------2

     ↓

     3------4

          ↓

          5

6. If one takes the example of the highly popular performance troop known as Cirque du Soleil, then one certainly has to admit that acrobats are a fan favourite. Cirque du Soleil has grossed millions of dollars on the backs (and/or hands and feet) of its acrobats. As popular as acrobatic shows such as Cirque du Soleil may be, many argue that acrobats are not athletes. However, such a view is mistaken for two related reasons. First, acrobats must work long hard hours to develop the strength, stamina and flexibility their work requires. If a person must work long hard hours to develop the skills necessary for their profession, then she or he is an athlete. Therefore, acrobats are athletes. (4)

1. Acrobats must work long hard hours to develop the strength, stamina and flexibility their work requires. 

2. If a person must work long hard hours to develop the skills necessary for their profession, then she or he is an athlete. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

3. Acrobats are athletes.

1------2

     ↓

     3

7. The hike has been nice, but we must be pretty far from civilization, because the only people we have seen in the last three hours have been toting big backpacks. So we better turn around before we get lost in the middle of nowhere. (4)

1. The only people we have seen in the last three hours have been toting big backpacks. 

2. We must be pretty far from civilization. 1

3. We better turn around before we get lost in the middle of nowhere. 2
      1

      ↓ 
      2
      ↓
      3
8. Joe’s French must be very good now. He has attained a level one in fluency in French because he spent two years studying it at the Sorbonne in Paris.  In addition, during his two years in Paris he lived and conversed with a French family. (4)

1. Joe [he] has attained a level one in fluency in French because he spent two years studying it at the Sorbonne in Paris.

2. During Joe’s two years in Paris he lived and conversed with a French family.

 ---------------------------------------------------------------

3. Joe’s French must be very good now.

Diagram:

1     2

 \     /

   3

1

