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Chapter 1: Sociology and the Study of Society
· Individuals create society, but society, in turn, creates them.
· Culture describes the contents of society
· Society as process: social world remains fairly constant over time; but it is also simultaneously in flux and change - technologies, values, beliefs, laws, governance
· There are a number of competing broad theoretical frameworks called paradigms that explain the same facts in different ways. 
1. Sociology is the systematic study of human society and the behaviour of people in society. Analyzing our social world can sometimes be a difficult task because students not only have strong feelings about topics but often feel they are already well informed about them. 
2. Human behaviour is affected by a social world that imposes itself on us whether or not we are aware of it. A society may impose itself on human behaviour, it must also be noted that societies are created and altered by humans
3. In order to survive, people have to organize themselves into some kind of structure and they have to construct rules of behaviour. Once they come into being, these structures can exist for very long periods of time. One key goal of sociology, then, is to systematically study and analyze the various elements that constitutes a society's structure and the relationships among these elements.
4. Society can be understood both as an ordered system, made up of identifiable cultural components and social institutions, and as an entity that is constantly changing.
5. The concept of power is central to understanding how societies work. All of us are affected by both proximal and distal relations of power. However, although distal relations of power may have more serious and negative consequences for our lives, they are very hard for us to see and oppose. 
6. Although humans act in patterned ways that can be studied by social scientists, there is always room for human agency.
7. Society can be a constraining force on the individual, but it can also be a liberating force. The commonly shared rules of our social world allow us to function in our daily lives because assuming that most people will act as they should reduces our level of insecurity and allows us to get on with our lives.
8. The roots of modern sociology lie in the nineteenth century Europe and are linked to the growth of science in the preceding few centuries. From the outset, there was a tension in sociology about the ultimate use of social analysis.
9. All knowledge has a bias embedded in it and human understanding is affected by where we sit int eh social universe. Nonetheless, sociology must satisfy the rigours of scientific investigation by providing concrete evidence to support or refute theoretical constructs.
10. Dialectics can help us make sense of our social world by offering a basic set of tools we can use in social analysis. 
1. Concept of dialectics - that change is a result of internal stresses
1. Everything is related. Nothing in the universe is isolate, but, rather, ll things are dependent on everything else.
2. Change is constant. Nothing in the universe is final, absolute, eternal, perfect, and immutable. Everything is int he continual process of becoming and passing away.
3. Change proceeds from the quantitative to the qualitative. -Quantitative changes achieve a different nature resulting in a distinctly new quality.
4. Change is the result of the unity and struggle of opposites: things can embody within them two opposing tendencies at the same time - tensions/contradictions that can often become the basis for social change. 
11. The two major approaches in the social sciences are the order theories and the change theories. The former tend to support the status quo, while the latter try to alter it.
12. Although sociology is a distinct discipline, the boundaries between the various areas within the humanities and social sciences are not clear-cut. 
Big Fish Theory: "The world is Just"
Middle Fish Theory: "There is some justice in the world"
Little Fish Theory: "There is no justice in the world"


	Society
	describes the structure of our social world - a group of people within a limited territory who share a common set of behaviours, beliefs, values, material objects(culture), and social institutions, all existing together as a coherent system. 

	Sociocultural system
	combination of society, social structure, culture - synonymous with society - anthropologists use this term 

	Power
	ability of an individual or a group to carry out its will even when opposed by others

	Proximal Relations of power
	relations of power that exist between individuals within social groups - parent over child. 

	Distal Relations of Power
	relations of power that exist in society as a whole rather than within personal social relationships - power wielded by governments/corporations/media that affect both individuals or groups. 
-more serious consequences on our lives but hard for us to see and oppose. 
we live in a society that teaches us to look inward to ourselves / to nearby proximal relations of power to explain failings instead of looking externally to broader social forces. 

	Status
	a position within the social structure; statuses are usually ranked in relation to each other

	Sociological imagination
	ability to go beyond the personal issues we all experience and connect them to broader social structures.
linking distal relations of power to our immediate life situations

	Norms
	the expected patterns of behaviour

	Human Agencies
	acknowledgement of possibility of individual behaviour that strays from predictable human patterns

	Freedom
	removal of social constraints which allows individuals to do as they please

	Theories
	"something that has not yet been proven"
social sciences - a number of theories competing with each other at the same time. Why?
1) societies are complex entities full of contradictory elements
2) most of us have strong feelings and opinions about the social world 

	Biological determinism
	any theoretical explanation of human behaviour that focuses on the biological or genetic basis for that behaviour

	Functionalism/ Structural functionalism
	a sociological framework that sees society as similar to an organism, with a number of interrelated and necessary elements. Each element, or structure, is seen as having an equally important function for the maintenance of a particular society. (order theory)

	Middie fish theories
	hardest of the order theories to understand because they promote some changes to our social world, but seek only readjustments within the same basic structural arrangements. "There is some justice int he world" 

	Macrosociology
	focus on the ways individual human behaviour is influenced by the broader society - concentrate on analyzing social structures

	Microsociology
	focus on the ways individual behaviour and perceptions influence society - human agency is primary. 



Chapter 2:Is Human Nature the Result of our Biology
1. There is little evidence that human behaviour is the result of instincts.
2. Humans are of the animal world but unique within it. Humans are the most flexible and adaptable of all species/ capable of conscious thought, abstract reasoning, ability to reflect on past and plan for the future. 
3. Biological determinist arguments, which see certain aspects of human behaviour as being primarily the result of inborn characteristics, remain very popular. A substantial body of scientific research has repeatedly discredited such arguments, which help to justify and maintain social inequalities.
4. The eugenics movement turned biological determinist arguments into social policy, with horrifying outcomes for many individuals. Eugenics is not only morally bankrupt but also scientifically flawed.
5. Traits may be heritable, but the environment can still have an effect. Recent studies indicate that even genes themselves may be affected by their environment. 
6. In the process of evolution, our prehuman ancestors acquired a package of traits that allowed them to survive under near impossible odds. This package includes bipedalism and toolmaking, meat eating, increase in the size and capacity of the brain, complex communication through language, and the control of sexuality.
7. Above all, humans are social animals. Being human means being social.
8. Human behaviour is the result of a complex interplay between the biological elements and social learning, with each feeding back on and altering the other in a never ending process. 
9. Genetics alone does not mechanically determine human characteristics: both 'nature' (biological potential) and 'nurture' (what we learn) make us who we are
	instinct
	inborn complex pattern of behaviour that must normally exist in every member of the species, and because it is embedded in the genetic code, cannot be overcome by force of will.

	social darwinism
	any theoretical approach arguing that social inequality is based on biological differences and is simply the working out of the laws of nature. - justifies social inequality

	eugenics
	sterilization of individuals to improve the human species though selective mating

	division of labour
	



Chapter 3: Culture, Society and History
1. Humans are cultural animals. In order to survive together under particular conditions, we develop technologies, social institutions, means of communication, rules of social behaviour, values, and belief systems.
2. Socialization is the process of learning our society's cultural components
3. All cultures believe that the way they do things is normal and superior, while the ways of others are strange or even immoral. this tendency is referred to as ethnocentrism
4. Components of culture remain relatively stable over time, even as they are simultaneously being altered and reworked by humans. New cultural elements are always appearing, while some traditional elements may disappear. In complex societies such as ours, there is no single culture to which all Canadians adhere.
5. The central organizing element of all cultures is their economic arrangements, that is, the way people get the basic necessities of life.
6. A society's economic underpinning is referred to as its mode of production. A society with a specific mode of production is referred to as a socioeconomic formation. 
7. Foraging societies constituted the first socioeconomic formation. Such societies, with subsistence--level economies, were small, kin-based, and nomadic. The division of labour was simple and there was no private ownership of the means of production. there was no structured inequality, and warfare was rare.
8. With the eventual production of surpluses, cleavages within societies began to appear. In early surplus producing societies, the surplus was redistributed in occasional lavish feasts. With the production of regular surpluses, warfare became more common. 
9. As private property developed, one group of people was able to permanently take and keep what another group produced. In classical Marxst analysis, these groups, each of which has a distinct relation to the means of production, are referred to as social classes. 
10. In societies where private appropriation of surplus occurs, there are always at least two major classes: a superordinate class, which through ownership or control of the means of production appropriates the surplus, and a subordinate class, which produces the surplus.
11. The first and most direct form of surplus appropriation was that of slavery.
12. Structured social inequality means both unequal allocation of resources and unequal distribution of power. 
	Culture
	the complete way of life shared by a people, including both the material and non material elements. -cognitive (knowledge), symbolic (communication) , normative (values, beliefs, behaviours)

	4 characteristics of culture
	1. culture is learned
2. culture is rooted in symbols - physical, vocal or gestural. 
3. culture is a system shared by all members of a society
4. the elements of culture are generally integrated

	mode of production
	the way humans get the things they need for survival 

	socioeconomic formation
	in Marxist terminology, a society with a specific mode of production. Marxists sometimes refer to the mode of production as a society's base and the other components- ideological, political, and social - as its super structure

	exogamy
	marriage partners sought outside the local band - foraging society

	gender division of labour
	assigning different tasks to men and women

	Foraging Society
	emphasized humility, modesty, cooperation, reciprocity, redistribution
no agression, competition, dominance, or violence
power and wealth not part of society

	Neolithic Revolution
	technological transformation from hunting and gathering to domesticated plants and animals as major food source
Changes include… 1)further growth of human populations 2) greater permanence of settlements 3)possibility of a stable economic surplus - led to specialization - technological innovations, greater surplus… etc

	Farming
	two forms
1) horticulture/ garden farming - labour intensive - utilizing basic technology like stick or hoe
2) agriculture - use of new technology of plough

	means of production
	all the things that humans use to produce what we need

	Personal possessions 
	ie: house -  do not give power

	Productive property
	ie: factory - gives one power / control over others
allows people to accumulate great wealth - producers vs. workers

	social class
	a group of people with a common relation to the means of production. Where private appropriation of surplus occurs, there must always be a minimum of two classes: a superior class that, through ownership of the means of production, appropriates the surplus; and a subordinate class that produces the surplus. 

	Horitcultural society
	-increased population, greater surpluses, societal divisions, occupational specialization, unequal allocation of power, privilege and prestige
social inequality worked - system of people in power controlling the masses improved labour productivity and increased chances of survival
once social inequality came into being, it took on a life of its own
warfare became rampant - meant acquisition of both goods and land -women's status went down

	Agrarian societies
	use of plough, irrigation systems, crop rotation, wheel, sail - major transformations
greater pop size, social densities, large scale projects, internal/external conflicts - needed more organization, leadership, social control lead to growing centralization of power
disappearance of the redistributive ethics led to major social inequalities
Kinship takes secondary role to other alliances and networks. 
rise of slavery - class conflict - interests of the owning and producing classes are in direct opposition to each other, since the greater the amount of surplus that goes to one class, the less the amount goes to the other - Structural struggle. 



Chapter 4: The Basis of Modern Societies
1. Capitalism developed out of the feudal system, beginning in England and gradually spreading to parts of Europe. The decline of feudalism is linked to many variables, which fed on and reinforced the others. (growth of markets, rent system, economic coercion - production of surplus, enclosures )
2. Capitalism has always been a world system to some extent, and Canada from the outset was economically and politically tied to a European power (first France, then England)
3. The transition from feudalism to capitalism teaches us that even the most rigid of socioeconomic formations can eventually decay and disappear. A clue that a social system is on the decline is the increasing inability of the dominant class to maintain its political and moral authority
4. Capitalism is a mode of production with private ownership of the means of production. In capitalist societies, as compared to earlier class formations, all production is subordinated to the imperatives of the market, and all things become potential commodities. 
5. In pre-capitalist societies, the surplus was extracted through various forms of political, legal and military coercion. In capitalism, the coercion takes on a mainly economic form.
6. The insatiable drive for profits not he part of the capitalist is a necessary condition of the capitalist system itself. Because of the competitive nature of capitalism, the goal of every capitalist must not simply be profits but the maximization of profits.
7. The cost of purchasing labour power is always far less than the new value that the worker produces. From the Marxist perspective, this is the ultimate source of profits for the capitalist and of wealth for society as a whole. This source of wealth becomes totally obscured in capitalist societies.
8. The anarchy of production in capitalist societies leads inevitably to the crisis of overproduction, which produces a glut of goods, workers, and capital itself.
9. Financialization has become a major aspect of developed capitalist economies. one of the many consequences of this development is growing economic instability. 
10. There has been a growing contradiction between the increasingly social nature of production and the increasingly private appropriation of the fruits of such production. Those who own and control the productive process in capitalism have a particular set of interests that may not match the needs or goals of the rest of us. 
11. Capitalism is a very flexible and adaptable system and can take many different forms.
12. Capitalism has, to some extent, always been a global system, looking beyond national borders for new sources of profit. In the last fifty years, transnational corporations have expanded in size and grown more powerful
13. In capitalist societies, the power of those who own or control the means of production can also be linked to power in two other societal spheres: the sphere of ideas and the political sphere. 
	capitalism
	an economic system in which all production is subordinated to the needs of those who own the productive units.

	petite bourgeoisie
	the class that owns some means of production, but not a sufficient amount to survive by ownership alone. This class includes small business people, farmers, fishers and self employed professionals.

	labour power
	the sum total of a worker's physical and mental capacities that go into a particular work task is a commodity that is purchased by the employer for one reason: workers add value to the business. 

	surplus value
	that which is created by the unpaid labour of workers. In Marxist analysis, the production of surplus value and its appropriation by capitalists is the motive force of the capitalist mode of production

	free enterprise
	no single buyer or seller can affect the price of a  commodity by withdrawing their purchasing power or their product from the marketplace

	monopolization
	an economic situation where there are so few companies in a given industry that free enterprise competition no longer effectively exists. There is a high degree of monopolization in the current world economy. 

	oligopoly
	small number of companies control a sector

	concentration and centralization of capital
	concentration: capital comes to be in fewer and fewer hands as a result of monopolization
centralization: capital is centred in a few core geographic areas both within countries and on a global scale
split into core and periphery regions/ nation states

	anarchy of production
	all production is directed to the profit maximization of each individual enterprise and it is not coordinated

	crisis of overproduction
	one of the factors that gives rise to the economic cycles that occur within capitalist systems - depression, recovery, boom

	financialization
	capitalists shift their interests from investing in the real economy - that part which produces actual goods and services to what is termed the paper economy - quicker returns - stock market. 
debt became a commodity for sale
age of securitization expanded - taking forms of debt - mortgage, loans, credit card debt 

	social production versus private ownership
	capitalism - ultimately a social activity - large groups of people work in highly complex division of labour however- surplus is privately appropriated by a small class of owners
Marx saw this as the contradiction of capitalism: the tension between the increasingly social nature of production and the increasingly private appropriation of the fruits of such production

	lassez-faire capitalism
	an early stage of capitalism, when free enterprise still dominated, there were many small or medium sized productive units, and there was a minimum of state intervention to control the worst excesses of capital.

	welfare state 
	a form of capitalism in which governments played an increasing role in economic affairs, the public sector and social safety net expanded. and there was general economic prosperity for large numbers of working people. 

	imperialism
	part of developed capitalism because capital must continually expand, something that eventually reaches its limits when capital is confined to its own soil. 

	transnational corporations
	large capitalist monopolies, national in their capital, but international in the sphere of economic activity due to the export of capital. Such companies generally conduct at least 25% of their business outside of their own country

	
	



Chapter 5: Analyzing Social Class
1. Although we tend to notice status differences rather than class differences, class is a central tool for understanding society and our place in it.
2. The class structure in Canada is made up of the two dominant classes, the owning class and the working class, plus two smaller classes, the petite bourgeoisie and the lumpenproletariat
3. Class is often confused with socioeconomic status. The latter is apposition in the hierarchy of inequality based on a combination of income, occupation, and education. Socioeconomic status is connected to, but distinct from, the traditional concept of class.
4. What is often termed the middle class is not a class at all; rather, it is a group of people with improved life chances and lifestyles distinct from traditional blue-collar workers.
5. We must always be careful not to be overly simplistic or mechanical in our approach to social class. It is important to note that classes are relational (class exists only insofar as another corresponding class exists) , classes are structurally in conflict (power conflict where private appropriation of surplus exists), classes are not monolithic (segments within classes but they do share common bond) , classes change over time, class is linked to the allocation of both power and material resources, classes must be seen in a global context (no system can be fully understood without linking it to the global structures of inequality and power), and class has both an objective and a subjective component (objective: real attributes like surviving through ownership or through work or both (petite bourgeoisie); subjective: class consciousness - understanding ne has of one's place in the class strutter and of the shared interests one has with others in the same place). cap
6. There has been a split in sociology between stratification theorists, who put an emphasis on inequality of ownership of productive property
7. Substantial evidence supports the notion that there is a relatively small and powerful owning class in Canada. This class shares a common set of values, beliefs, and interest.s The degree of class consciousness among the owning class appears to be fairly high.
8. There is a great deal of controversy in the social sciences regarding what constitutes the working class. In order to understand the shared interests of all workers, it is most useful to define the working class as all those people who survives by means of a wage.
9. it must always be noted that there are ongoing stresses and strains between fractions within the working class as a result of many status differences between them. These divisions have limited the ability of working people to unite and organize in their interests.
10. There was a rapid expansion of the middle strata following World War II, giving the impression that Marx had erred in his predictions about capitalism. However, since the mid 1970s, the middle strata have been under attack across the developed capitalist world.
11. Class consciousness among the working class is relatively low in Canada, although the current global economic crisis may cause this to change.
	Status
	any position held by people in society - ascribed or acquired - case of sex/ race/ education/ occupation/ marital status -ranked in relation to each other by their privileges and obligations

	lumpenproletariat
	underclass that consists of the long term unemployed or those engaged in illegal activities, who are completely outside of production. 

	socioeconomic status
	the position one has in society, usually based on some combination of occupation, income, and education. Often used interchangeably but incorrectly with social class.

	Weber's three dimensions of inequality
	1) class - socioeconomic status/ individual life chances
2) status - level of social prestige
3) power -degree of political influence
his ranking of individuals via status rather than class gained popularity

	social stratification
	inequalities in social positions, or statuses, as ranked from top to bottom
direct opposite of Marxist class analysis which sees inequality as tied to a struggle between opposing interests - no struggles between layers, just differences.

	middle class
	status category connoting differences in education, occupation, income and consumption patterns. - not a class at all - it reflects a reality that a fair number of people were able to achieve improved life chances and lifestyles distinct from those of workers in the early twentieth century.

	class consciousness
	high for those in power and low for workers

	Owning class
	short term goal to maximize the rate of profit of the corporations they own
long term goal to guarantee the maintenance of the system that allows them to privately appropriate wealth
ownership or control of corporate assets, not their labour, provides their wealth 
Class consciousness:
values its privacy and has the power to maintain it. - organizations to protect its own class interests
at international level eg. International Chamber of Commerce, World Economic Forum etc.. 
clear indicator that those on top are aware of their shared interests, understand the collective with whom they share these interests, and appreciate what positions must be taken to protect it.
Owning class able to convert economic power to political and ideological power   - lobby governments - advertising campaigns concerning issues - think tanks

	Working Class
	those who survive by earning a wage - split in analysis because there are many differences in wages, working conditions, education, job autonomy, social status, control, degree of class consciousness, private sector vs public sector, production of ideas vs goods
"new middle class" - managers, supervisors, small employers, semi autonomous employees - exercise control over labour power of others but do not have real economic ownership of the means of production and , as result, must still sell their labour power, skills or knowledge for a wage.  - distinct faction within a single class
labour union: group of workers who join together to bargain with an employer with regards to wages, benefits, and working conditions. 
intensified globalization to create more 'flexible' work arrangements have led to the decline of unions - outsourcing, decline of manufacturing, and use of contingent labour - all eroded worker's ability to organize themselves into collectives that can protect their interests. 
voting behaviour, public opinion polls, and low degree of worker activism indicate little class consciousness among workers

	Proletarianization
	the process in which higher status jobs, such as those of professionals, increasingly take on the characteristics of factory workers. eg. university professors

	
	



Chapter 11: Race and Ethnicity
1. From a strictly genetic standpoint, there is no such thing as race. The concept of race, therefore, reflects a social rather than a physiological reality.
2. Racism, while connected to other forms of social intolerance such as ethnic chauvinism, anti-Semitism, and Islamophobia must be seen as distinct from them.
3. Prejudice is the holding of biased beliefs toward individuals on the basis of their membership in particular groups. Discrimination is the denial of equal treatment or opportunities to these same social groups. Discrimination generally has more serious consequences for the victim than does prejudice.
4. Racism as we know it began to develop after 1492, as the European powers began their global expansion and competition. Racism grew and flourished within the economic conditions of colonialism and slavery
5. At the same time that slavery was disappearing, biological determinist arguments about racial inferiority became increasingly popular. Racism reached its full development by the end of the nineteenth century.
6. Canada has along history of state-supported racism, particularly against First Nations people.
7. Liberalism sees the cause of racial inequality as rooted in values, attitudes, and cultural differences. In contrast, class analysis focuses on the material basis for such ideas, that is, the way they are rooted in our society's economic an political structures. 
8. From the Marxist perspective, racism continues because the dominant class in capitalism benefits from its existence.
9. While there have certainly been some advances in the struggle against racism, there is substantial evidence to indicate that racism remains pervasive in Canadian social institutions. The anti-racist policies of the government are very weak. 
10. The struggle for self-government and for the settlement of long standing land claims remains central for First Nations people.
11. There is some evidence that Canadians have become more tolerant of racial and ethnic minorities. on the other hand, the capitalist structure has limited economic and social advances for radicalized groups.
	Scientific categorization of people into races
	result of two developments: 1) expansion of capitalism with its imperial domination of non-European peoples, 2) the growth of science - field of anthropology

	Race
	a category oof people who share certain physical traits deemed to be socially significant

	Racialized groups
	the social process by which certain groups of people are singled out for unequal treatment on the basis of real or imagined physical characteristics.

	Ethnicity
	socially selected cultural traits, rather than physical ones- language, religion, ideology, ancestry, historical symbols. 

	ethnic chauvinism
	hostility is directed towards people on the basis of their membership in a particular ethnic group  (Greeks, Irish)

	racism
	hostility directed towards people with particular physical characteristics - skin colour, eye shape, hair texture

	anti-semitism
	hostility directed at those of jewish origin

	Islamophobia
	hostility directed at Muslims and their religion, Islam

	Prejudice
	an attitude of dislike or hostility toward individuals on the basis of their membership in particular groups

	discrimination
	denial of equal treatment of opportunities to these same social groups

	Roots of Racism
	"White Man's Burden" - expansion of European economies led to discrimination against minorities (seen as inferior and europeans there to help them) -Capitalism
Thought black people were biologically infer, not fully human - therefore "whiteness" gained a natural superiority. 
biological determinist arguments have been used to justify the unequal treatment of women, the poor, immigrants, and most persistently racial minorities.

	Racism in Canada
	Indigenous People
· exploit labour power in fur trade - made First Nations totally dependent on colonists
· when colonists no longer needed labour, they took their land - segregated on reserves, residential schools, 
· Gov policy contradictory: expected to be segregated from the dominant culture while being integrated into it.
· theft of land and culture results in poverty, unemployment, poor housing, ill health, lower life expectancy, infant mortality and youth suicide rates high.
Black
· overt prejudice and discrimination - used as source of cheap labour - restricted ownership of property - as well as ability to educate their children 
· low employment rates, income, regardless of education 
Asian immigration
· CPR buidling - Chinese people - dangerous, arduous conditions - malnutrition, disease, accidents
· head tax on chinese immigration $50 - blatant discrimination - no public office, no voting power, no professional jobs. 
· Japanese internment during WWII -forced to camps and sold all property at a fraction of its value.
· Indians: Continuous Passage Act - made immigration from India impossible 
· Antisemitism: quota limiting jews in occupations and schools. 
After WWII, clearly less discriminatory policies in Canada - decline in overt racial and ethnic discrimination. 


	institutional racism
	whole social institutions- such as education, the judiciary, the media, and so on- are embedded with racist ideologies and help sustain them. 
Governments have often turned a blind eye to waves of intolerance, often been the perpetrators of such actions

	Liberalism
	order theory that tries to explain why racial inequality exists: values attitudes, and cultural differences. Liberal perspective does not ignore structural inequities; rather it argues that structural inequities are a result of cultural problems.
Assimilationism - social intolerance seen as a temporary phenomenon that would disappear as various groups assimilated into the broader culture over time.
theories that focus on the victims of social problems draw attention away from the structural bases of such problems. 
liberal theories acknowledge the existence of institutional racism and direct attention away from the victims towards the broader society. -racism as a cultural problem rooted in values, beliefs, attitudes. language are the means by which cultural elements are transmitted.

	Class perspective: Structural Basis of Racism
	racism is sustained by a body of ideas -- focuses first and foremost on structures of power.
extra profits from discrimination: underpayment keeps wages down. 
short term economic benefits: profit maximization
separate workers in divide and rule pattern
racial and ethnic conflicts between workers makes it less likely for them to oppose those with power
can be used as scapegoats - draw attention away from real bases for social problems

	Struggle for Racial Equality
	Government legislations focus on individual acts rather than broader and more pervasive forms of institutional racism. 
Employment equity act - set goals for hiring designated minority groups - reflect diversity
Sphere of multiculturalism- promoting cultural traditions rather than eradication of systemic racism and other forms of discrimination. 
First Nations: more funding for education, health, housing, economic opportunities, land claims,  - still problems to this day - government does not seem to want to resolve these issues. 

	
	"It was capitalism, with its enthronement of greed and privilege, which created the race problem and made it the ugly thing it is today. It is the very same system which resists and thwarts every effort at a solution." 



Chapter 12: Gender Issues

1. Gender is considered a core status because its recognition begins so early, its socialization is so intense, and its imposition is so total on all components of our lives. 
2. Assumptions about gender difference have led to gender inequality around the world
3. Despite gains over the past thirty years, gender inequality continues to be a reality in Canada.
4. Biological determinists and functionalists believe that anatomy is destiny. Overall, the research suggests that there are few obvious, consistent and recurring differences between men and women. 
5. Since the nineteenth century, various feminist theories have developed to explain gender inequality. Many writers now speak of three "waves" of feminism.
6. Liberal feminism sees the main cause of gender inequality within a society's culture, that is, in the ideas we have about men and women and then the way children are socialized. What is missing in this argument, however, is the roots of these cultural elements. 
7. Both radical feminism and traditional Marxism see gender inequality as a structural problem, linked to the allocation of power. While radical feminists feel gender inequality is rooted in biology, Marxists argue that it began with the rise of social classes and the patriarchal family. 
8. Most anthropologists agree that the elopement of classes led to the growth of the state, warfare, a changing religious system, and the patriarchal family. all of these played a role in magnifying gender inequality. 
9. While men's higher status does lead to some male privilege, most men have little structural power. The real power is held by the capitalist owning class. Traditionally men have had greater access to positions of power, but most men - like most women- seldom achieve such positions.
10. Many of the recent advances made by women in Canada have been under attack as a result of globalization and neoliberal government policies. 
11. Both women and men have felt increasing pressures in trying to balance work and home tasks; these stresses are magnified for lower income earners and in lone parent families
12. Gender inequality has had negative consequences for both men and women. The Canadian government could make a number of policy changes that would prove the lives of both men and women. 
	Gender inequality in 21st century
	women's average wages lower than mens'
earnings after post secondary education is lower
top officer jobs only 36 / 547 are women

	Biological destiny
	Few real physiological differences between males and females - there is no clear dichotomy between the sexes.
biological arguments are more justifications of inequality than legitimate explanations of them. 
biology must always be understood within a social context

	feminism
	belief in the social, political, and economic equality of the sexes, as well as the various social movements organized around this belief. 

	First Wave Feminism
	mid nineteenth century : privileged White women wanted to improve their own life situations: focus on gaining equal rights for women nd right to vote

	Second Wave of Feminism
	1960's: developed out of other social movements
rise of radical feminism
1. middle strata young women attended university in increasing number 2. birth control
expanded choices in sexual activities and state's right to control their bodies. 
liberal feminism: main source of gender inequality is the process of socialization - valuable in helping us understand how gender inequality is reinforced; however this approach fails to pinpoint both the reasons for its development and the power structures in the distal sphere that help maintain it.

	Socialization
	learning process by which we acquire our society's cultural components and social expectations -family, school, peers, mass media

	Radical feminism
	a theory that sees gender inequality as connected to the biological difference between men and women, rooted in patriarchy or the power men hold over women in society. 

	Marxism
	problem of gender inequality as a structural one rather than one simply based on ideology - rooted int the variable of class relationships rather than biology

	socialist feminism/Third wave feminism
	attempt to combine the best insights of both radical feminism and Marxism, with varying degrees of success - stresses the intersection of class and gender as well as the intersection of the public sphere of the economy and the state with the private sphere of the family and household. 
Strong theme: diversity
inclusive feminism: argues that marxism/ radical feminism is too focussed on broad categories of 'women' and 'workers' and often ignore the lived experiences of individuals who are not only discriminated against as women but are marginalized by their race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, age ability. 
connected to postmodernism - broad analytical framework - rejects the grand narrative/ totalizing theories and focuses on cultural elements such as the media, language, and ideas 

	Roots of gender inequality
	Rise of slavery: concept of women as property - develops social inequality
private and public spheres increasingly separated - women restricted to the household
Religion: God created men and women as different and unequal
misogyny - hatred of women - excluded from world of ideas - became invisible. 
growth of state legitimating gender inequality 
women seen as property of men
foot binding, suttee (Hindu woman throwing herself into pyre of dead husband), genital cutting.
Capitalism - drew women out of their homes and the horrific conditions of oppression

	Struggle for gender equality
	equality coming from men's deteriorating position - increasing numbers of men in low wage jobs
workers put more time into paid employment than they did forty years ago
the narrower the wage gap between male and female partners, the more equal the household division of labour seems to be.
"work family crunch" - men take on more child rearing responsibilities as achieving a balance between work and family care is becoming a serious concern for women.

	Future
	Governments support families - social and financial supports. 
Globalization and elimination of trade has negative effect on women since many manufacturing jobs are held by women.
declining rate of unionization is worrying.



Chapter 7: the social construction of ideas and knowledge


1. Ideas do not develop in a vacuum, rather, they arise out of particular conditions at specific moments in history. The body of assumptions, ideas, and values that come together into a coherent world view is referred to as an ideology. 
2. Those who have economic power in a society are able to dominate the ideological sphere as well. This dominance is referred to as ideological hegemony. 
3. Liberalism is the dominant ideology within capitalism. The liberal tradition sees the model for all things as the marketplace. 
4. One of the main themes of liberalism is equality, conceived of as equality of opportunity. However, without equality of condition, equality of opportunity is limited.
5. Within the liberal framework, ideas are seen as goods competing in the marketplace. But ideas, like goods, are not equally represented in the marketplace. Thus there is the appearance of choice, when in reality there is little variance in the ideas most of us read or hear. 
6. The education system and mass media are two of the major agents of socialization that transmit the dominant ideology and reinforce class relations. They are the mouthpieces of the ruling class, give them an ability to contra the content of these institutions, particularly the media, and reinforce the pervasive ideology of liberalism to reinforce the status quo without direct intervention. 
7. In recent years there has been tremendous concentration of ownership of the mass media in Canada and around the globe. Media content is largely controlled by those with economic power.
8. The overall thrust of the mass media is in support of current social arrangements. Despite a variety of orientations, there is almost univers support for the private enterprise system and the dominant ideology, liberalism. 
9. The direct intervention of the state into areas of culture has always been widely accepted in Canada as a means of protecting Canadian media. However, this intervention is now declining; as a result, US media domination will likely increase. 
10. Both the order and change theories agree that schools perform two major functions: they socialize children and they help sort individuals for the labour market. However, the various change theories argue that these functions help sustain existing class relations. 
11. As globalization advances, the corporate sector has had an increased desire to be directly linked to education institutions. Big business has also gained a foothold in the college and university sector. 
12. Current debates over education and the mass media must be understood as democratic and power struggles, in that they address the question of who should control various social institutions in Canada. Battle between corporate agenda which promotes private enterprise vs people who promote social needs, support public education, broadcasting and film and maintaining open access to digital media. 


Ideology:  a body of assumptions, ideas, and values that coalesces into a coherent world view. In Marxist terminology, ideologies are connected to specific social classes and their particular class interests.


Every ideology has, at it's core, the assumption that our groups beliefs and behaviours are morally grounded and superior to others beliefs and behaviours. 

How do we come to accept ideas as true?
Everyone believes them 
We hear them from authority figures 
Few feel comfortable being different
Easy explanation for realities of our lives


Liberalism: we versus me revisited
Ideological hegemony: Certain ideas come to predominantly over others because the ruling class has a real interest In promoting and defending those ideas that best protect maintaining the status quo. Dominant class maintains it's power through a combination of coercion and persuasion. 


Sees the market as the model for all things - sellers free to compete and buyers free to choose.
Convergence: the merging of the technology and content of the telecommunications, entertainment, publishing and broadcasting industries. - linked to the growing vertical integration of ownership - in which a few giant corporations now control huge chunks of these rapidly integrating industries
For example, in Canada - CTV, Rogers, Shaw, … are amongst the largest media companies.
The main goal of the private media, is to maximize profits - and they do so by trying to sell a life instead of a product. Advertising tries to convince us that material possessions will make us happy and this message starts early in life and we are constantly bombarded by it.

Media biases so often match our own biases that we seldom notice them - they are pervasive and constant
Censorship - it is hard to oppose what you cannot see. - Few companies controlling entire media, our choices become diminished - much info that is essential to our understanding of the social world simply doesn't get revealed. 

The myth of objectivity: there is no such thing as true neutrality or objectivity; all of us process information through your own pre existing ideas or biases. - news paper have business sections but not labour sections, business people and not union leaders are considered experts on the economy. 

 News and entertainment have merged into what is sometimes referred to as 'infotainment' more and more of what we see and read is celebrity dominated, shallow and devoid of substance. 
Our ability to critically assess media content is limited by the fact that we often lack the background information to adequately understand the issues. 

Mass compulsory education came from 2 rapid advances during industrialization
1. technology advanced, and a more educated and skilled workforce was required
2. Production needed fewer workers. 
Credentialism -the use of paper credentials as a means of limiting access to certain job categories, even if the credentials are of questionable utility in actual job performance.
Growing problem: over qualification - people are pushed to get post secondary education - but too much labour not enough jobs. 

Parsons view on education: 2 essential functions
1. it socializes children, not only by teaching them a body of skills and knowledge but also by transmitting the values and attitudes considered acceptable within society
2. it sorts individuals through a grading system, preparing them for a differentiated labour market.

North American Corporations have 3 goals they intervene in public education
1. secure the ideological allegiance of young people to a free market world view on issues of the environment, corporate rights and the role of government.
2. gain market access to the hearts and minds of young consumers and lucrative contracts in the education industry
3. transform schools into training centres producing a workforce suited to the needs of transnational corporations

Business increasing desire to invest in components of education as possible sources of profit and to be more involved in determining the content of education. 
As the amount of funding to postsecondary education from governments has been cut, schools have looked to corporation sectors to help funding. 


Chapter 6: Living in Capitalist Societies
1. Although few f us pay attention to the power held by large transnational corporations, they have a major effect on our lives.
2. Tere has been a major restructuring of the Canadian workplace, with an increasing number of individuals in precarious forms of employment. As part of this restructuring, there has been a polarization of work into "good jobs" and "bad jobs" with more of the latter being created than the former.
3. The wages of Canadian workers have reflected this polarization. Some workers in the upper income brackets have seen their wages soar, while the real wages of most workers have either stagnated or fallen.
4. Many workers are putting in longer hours, and most people are finding themselves working harder and faster.
5. The conditions of workers in Canada have eroded because of the increasing pressure on the capitalist owning class to up its rate of profit, not because new technologies have changed the way we work.
6. Marx felt that workers in capitalism experience alienation, in that the capacity to labour is turned into a commodity that is bought and sold in the marketplace. 
7. The concentration of production and capital has led to the decline of small business and small commodity producers of food. 
8. Canadian culture must be understood within the current arrangement of classes, with the interests and values of the capitalist owning class becoming gthe dominant ones within our society.
9. Our culture is increasingly one of consumerism and narcissism
10. Some social theorists, particularly in the United States, are concerned about the decline of both social activism and general social engagement
11. Despite increasing amounts of wealth, people in developed capitalist societies do not seem to be happier. Social connections make us happier. People will suffer a variety of mental stresses when they feel cut off from a supportive, cohesive community.

	Isn't bigger better?
	Dialectic thinking suggests that there are inherent dangers in the growth of transnational corporations
1. entire economy could be put at risk when one of the businesses in is crisis
2. sheer global power - assert dominance in economic, ideological and political spheres - society cannot escape their influence. 
3. large corporations may cause whole sectors to collapse. 

	scientific management/ Taylorism
	a concept of managerial control of workers that developed int he early twentieth century. The goal was increased worker efficiency in order to maximize worker output and therefore profits

	Fordism
	a term used to describe that period of capitalist development marked by intensive production, maximum use of machinery, and minute divisions of labour. Such developments were combined with higher wages, which would allow workers to buy the mass produced goods created through these new production techniques.

	Post fordism
	the stage of capitalist development characterized by more flexible forms of work that differ from the rigid Foridst assembly line model. Post Fordist production is centred on new information based technologies. 

	Lean production
	Shift to post Fordist model connected to new management policies to improve profitability called lean production
1. attempt to eliminate waste by moving to just in time production, minimal staffing levels, and greater worker productivity.
2. the workplace si restructured around a more differentiated workforce, with precarious forms of employment replacing many permanent jobs.
3. increased management by stress, as a result of a declining workforce ad threat of layoff, in order to discipline the employees and get them to work harder. 

All these changes have meant lower real wages, fewer benefits, and less job security for increasing numbers of workers

	Precarious employment
	those forms of work characterized by limited social benefits and statutory entitlements, job insecurity, low wages, and high risks of ill health.
greater flexibility for the employer in hiring and work schedules. 

	Reserve army of the unemployed
	a body of workers who move in and out of the labour force depending o the economic cycles - unemployed people help increase the productivity of remaining workers who are working in fear of layoffs. 

	Technology a utopia?
	Reality is people are working harder and longer while others are unemployed. 
The control of technology and purposes for which it is introduced makes it not a liberating force that most people believed it could be.
Companies want to constantly introduce new technologies and gain a competitive edge. 
blue collar jobs - working primarily with one's hands - traditional labourers
white collar jobs - workers wear suits - where mental labour dominates 

	Worker alienation
	Work is the central defining characteristic of yuma existence 
"work" and "life" are inseparable. 
alienation: separation of workers from their labour - Marx meant that workers in capitalism lose control over the work process, the product, and the surplus value they create. -dehumanizes work

	the culture of capitalism 
	capitalism is a system in which the worst characteristics of our species - greed, individualism, crass materialism, selfishness- are encouraged and rewarded - and defended as natural or inborn traits
socil value is determined by one's market value. 

	culture of consumerism
	planned obsolescence: creating things that always need to be replaced 
conspicuous consumption - increasing number of people buying things not out of need but rather to improve their social status
Marx: growth of capitalist economies changed the way individuals were connected to each other and the larger social world. 

	social cohesion
	pre industrial societies: groups held together by mechanical solidarity - simple division of labour, people united by shared values and common social bonds
industrialization and urbanization caused organic solidarity: complex division of labour and people performing highly specialized work tasks - united by their interdependence. 

	Gemeinschaft
	traditional societies where social relationships were based on personal bonds of family or friendship that were held together by shared moral values usually tied to religion

	Gesellschaft
	large urban societies where social bonds were eroded by the complex division of labour, individualism and competitiveness

	Tonnies
	addressed transformation of societies and loss of social solidarity - in modern societies - coined Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft

	narcissism
	excessive preoccupation with oneself and a lack of empathy for others  ME over the WE

	social capital
	social networks connecting individuals to each other that are based on reciprocity, shared norms and trust.  - erosion of this due to capitalism 
become disconnected from community life. 
solitary quest for private goods has replaced the shared pursuit of the public good. 



Chapter 8: The Role of the State
1. State structures arose with the growth of surplus and the consequent development of classes and exploitation.
2. In capitalist societies, the economic and political spheres come to be separated. The appropriating class gains enormous control over the productive process, while the state is assigned the social, or public (military, administrative, legal functions) , activities formerly carried out directly by the owning class. Benefits of productive activity are privatized while costs are transferred to the public sphere. 
3. A number of frameworks explain how states function. The main approach within the order theories is pluralism, while the change theories emphasize the class approach.
4. Pluralism sees the key function of the state as one of mediation, wile class analysis sees the state carrying out the accumulation, coercion and legitimation functions on behalf of the dominant class.
5. While capitalist societies, in general, have been more democratic than pre-capitalist societies, capitalist democracy is, at best, a limited form that must always be understood within the specific class relations of power.
6. Capitalist economies require active intervention from the state.
7. In recent years, there has been a dramatic shift by all levels of government in Canada to more regressive forms of taxation.
8. All levels of government in Canada, regardless of political affiliation, have provided a large degree of financial support- directly or indirectly- to major corporations.
9. The Canadian government supports the military-industrial complex more substantially than many people realize. 
10. All capitalist states have a coercion function. No ruling class could retain its power without the ability to resort to the coercive component of the state when necessary.
11. Although all Canadians are, in theory, equal before the law, corporations are not held responsible for criminal activities in the same way as individuals. Moreover, those with money and influence are advantaged within the criminal justice system.
12. There has been a recent increase in the criminalization of dissent in Canada.
13. Capitalism in its most repressive, undemocratic and militaristic form is referred to as fascism. Any capitalist society can shift to a fascist form under certain conditions. 
	

	State
	an organized political structure that carries out tasks required by more complex societies as their population and geographic size increase, as warfare and trade expand, and as social inequalities become more extreme.
government is only one aspect of the state
the state is more inclusive and allows us to appreciate the element of force that is a key part of this social institution. 
There are two dominant analyses of the state: order theory: pluralist approach change theory: class approach

	Pluralism
	Society consists of a variety of groups and associations with highly diverse and often conflicting interests. No single group total dominates political structures. A key function of the state is mediation between many different interest groups - workers, students, disabilities, businesses, women,- trying to get their needs met within a given society. Balancing interests guarantees that order is maintains and ensures the overall best interests of society as a whole are met. 
Recognizes greater power of big business but does not see this as a problem because of its importance in economy. 
State: high degree of autonomy - act independently. 
state acts on behalf of society as a whole
does not emphasize the element of social control
fits with the order theories: "The world is just."

	Class Approach
	State is an institution that acts primarily in the interests of the dominant class. 
See the Canadian state as partially autonomous, because economic power of capital also gives it political power. 
State carries out three interconnected functions for the dominant class: accumulation function (state maintains conditions for profitable capital accumulation), legitimation function (state maintains social harmony by legitimating class structures), coercion function ( state uses force to repress subordinate individuals/classes)

	Three categories of state institutions 
	1) repressive agencies (police, army, judiciary)
2) government (various administrative bodies)
3) government owned bodies (education system, health care system, postal service)

	Democracy 
in capitalist societies
	relationship between capitalism and democracy - did capitalism really promote democracy?
Yes - equal opportunities, voting rights, human rights - limited
No- private ownership goes vs democracy, exploitation, profit motive
ruling class often supports funding of elected officials
lobbying- through same social groups and functions
true democracy is always limited by the economic power of the ruling class

why democracy?
-ruling class is extremely diverse and segments. Democractic forms with different political parties allows sectors of the dominant class to compete without destabilizing the whole system. Democracy allows working people to feel a commitment to the system that structurally disempowers them. - reduction of tensions is important if capitalist market is to function. 

limits to democracy
ruling class is capitalist societies maintain power through carrot and stick tactics
carrot: ordinary people are offered the carrot of representative democracy, civil tights and social welfare
when it fails, people increasingly demand greater democracy and larger share of the social surplus, then the 'stick' of the state is there to restrain them. - through coercion function. 

	accumulation function of the state
	state is the regulator of capitalism - sets rules to avoid economic downturn
public ownership: 1) because not profitable enough for privatization (post) 2) seen as public good and expected to be outside of the marketplace (education)

tax system
taxes are mandatory payments people and businesses make to the three levels of government
progressive taxation: citizens are taxed on the basis of their ability to pay -based on wealth (income tax system not fully progressive because of deductions and tax credits - credits and deductions require an initial outlay of money which lower income earners lack - resulting in high income earners benefiting more from credits and deductions) 

regressive taxation - no connection between the amount of wealth or income one has and the tax one pays. 
- Canada moving to more regressive forms of taxation. (consumption/property tax) 
Fed and prov gov. lowering transfer payments to municipalities but loading more responsibilities on them.
transfer payments: payments from one level to another level of government. It can also be used to describe payments made from one level of gov. to a family or an individual 

hidden taxes: entrance fees to public goods, tolls, tuition fees, licence fees 

The growth of corporate welfare
state provides major financial support to its corporations because these corporations will create jobs. 
main role of governments in relation to the economy is to provide a favourable fiscal and monetary climate for capital to secure and increase its profits - involves underwriting private risks by providing grants, loans, subsidies, tax breaks etc. 
funded global trade missions to directly sell canadian products to foreign buyers

money to the military
Canadian government tied to the global military industrial complex in a number of ways: sets gov. policy about participating in global conflicts, purchases products produced by corporations for military use, government gives large loans and grants to producers of military hardware and technology, money from the Canadian Pension Plan is used for military purposes. 
Canada has vastly increased its military spending - 6th largest military spender in the world. 


	Coercion: The Repressive State Apparatus
	Theory: Coercive component of the state is neutral and unconnected to class relationships
Reality: Class relationships impose themselves on the repressive apparatuses as they do in other spheres of the state. Although in theory everyone is rested equally before the law, ti is primarily those with money and influence who can get the best lawyers and present the strongest cases.
Keeps watch over the behaviour of the population (spying)- growing ability of the state and corporations to monitor our lives.
Criminalizaiton of dissent: repressive apparatus of the state has always been used to control those who oppose the existing power structure, the tendency to repress and criminalize dissenting voices has been increasing in Canada and around the world. 
Fascism: capitalism in its most repressive, undemocratic and militaristic form. Although the personal lives of ordinary citizens are strictly controlled and there is an obsession with crime and punishment, large corporations are able to operate in relative freedom and gain increasing control over the economy. Fascist societies are capitalist economies with a police state. Strong leader and strong state, opposing human rights, democracy, pacifism, and collectivism. 

	
	



Chapter 9: Neoliberalism and Globalization
1. Although the state is a class based social institution, all levels of government in Canada have provided many rights and benefits to ordinary Canadians.
2. Even though capitalism promotes the concept of private property, many elements of society remained i the public domain until recently. Th public domain is often referred to as the commons
3. The welfare state grew after World War II, as the capitalist owning class and the organized sector of the working class achieved an "accord" that was mediated by the state.
4. The decline of social reform began in the 1970s as capitalism entered a permanent state of economic crisis, and the accord between capital and labour begun to collapse.
5. By the 1980's, most capitalist governments around the world began to shift to policies more sympathetic to the needs of the corporate sector. The package of changes is commonly referred to as neoliberalism.
6. From the mid 1970s on, Canadians were bombarded with a number of myths meant to convince them to accept fewer social benefits from all levels of government.
7. the nature and role of nation states has been changing with the advance of a globally integrated capitalist economy, but social scientists are still debating where these changes are headed. 
8. The United States has become the leading force- economically, politically and militarily - in an increasingly integrated global capitalist economy. There is now some question of how long this dominance will continue. 
9. In order to allow a single world economy of competing corporations to function properly, a number of global agencies and institutions were created in the last half of the twentieth century. 
10. There is an increasing tension between the global dominance of the United States, with its propensity to act unilaterally in its own interests, and the need for countries to work together to advance the development of an integrated global economy. 
11. The US military has increasingly played the role of "global police officer" in order to ensure the creation of a global capitalist economy dominated by its own corporate sector
12. although there has been an increasing integration of people around the world, there has concurrently been an increase in tensions between groups of people, both within countries and between countries. 
	The erosion of the commons
	Commons: areas of society that have traditionally been considered out of bounds for private ownership or trade because they have been accepted as collective property, existing for everyone to share.
(public spaces, air, water, oceans, language, culture, internet, technological developments, health care, education, sewage, care of the elderly/poor/unemployed)

	The Growth of the Welfare State
	During the second half to he twentieth century, the commons (especially the social aspects expanded rapidly and governments were taking the interests of their citizens more seriously.

The surplus value produced by workers is transferred to the state in the form of taxes and then given back to workers, not in the form of money, but through the provision of social necessities such as health care, education, employment insurance, old age pensions, and so on.
The advantages for citizens are twofold
1) the state can provide these services at a lower cost because of both its large size and lack of profit motive
2) a universal system maximizes fairness. 

Why would the capitalist owning class agree to have funds transferred back to the workers?
Owning class has short term goal of profit maximization and long term goal of maintenance of the system that allows otto secure profits.
Longterm goal important: wanted to prove that its system was the better one than the socialist system - expanding the welfare state was one means of legitimating capitalist rule. Workers in the capitalist world were putting pressure on governments to help them as well - and so owning class and the working class reached an accord - the state would act as a mediator in the struggle between capital and labour.  Agree towards greater rights for workers and higher wages, bargaining rights and social benefits for acceptance in control of employers over production and investment, confine to class struggle and to isolate radicals from their midst. 
Agred to work towards social reforms within capitalist political and economic structures instead of struggling for any type of more radical alteration of the capitalist system. 
Keynesianism - led to greater state intervention int he economy. - argued that increased state intervention in capitalist economies was necessary to protect them from their own excesses, to control for the inevitable crisis of overproduction, and to reduce the instability created by capitalist business cycles. 
After WWII, the owning class agreed to a Keynesian welfare state - the booming economy and growing productivity resulting from new technologies meant that profits could rise even as workers were able to get a bigger share of the social surplus. - and in turn, social safety net created healthier and happier workers, and helped raise productivity. 

	Neoliberalism
and the Decline of the Welfare State
	During the mid 1970's the accord collapsed - as capitalism entered a permanent state of economic crisis - the ruling class tried to increase profit by developing new technologies, downsizing, merging and advancing globalization. 
Shifted to a new set of economic and political policies more favourable to the needs of major corporations called Neoliberalism. - free market doctrines and practices. - the theoretical underpinning of the modern corporate agenda, it argues for the centrality of the individual, the importance of the marketplace, and a minimal role for government intervention. - capital institute an all out assault on workers and ordinary people to protect its own interests. 
Goal: massive transfer of wealth and power to the corporate sector.
Structural adjustment policies - a set of policies implements by the World Bank and the international monetary Fund that are linked to the expansion of neoliberalism. Its guiding principles include export led growth; privatization and trade liberalization and the efficiency of the free market. 

Elements of Neoliberalism:
1) "free trade" -global trading blocs and international treaties
2) privatization - selling off aspects of the commons to the corporate sector
3) deregulation - of rules that protect citizens or limit the rights of corporations
4) decline in government benefits - austerity - cut government funding
5) shift from government support to charities 
6) tax reforms - turn to regressive taxation
7) attack on labour - removed legislations
8) decline in democracy and civil rights
9) decrease in the size and scope of the state

Selling the Corporate Agenda to Canadians
Canadians were bombarded with various messages from businesses and government leaders starting in the mid 1970s to advance to the corporate agenda. Specific goal: to lower the expectations of Canadians about what the state could do for them. 
The intense and constant promotion of the neoliberal agenda must be understood as part of the ideological hegemony of the dominant class in capitalist societies. 

	Globalization and the Changing Role of the State
	The rapid expansion of globalization has forced social scientists to rethink the role of th elation state in developed capitalist societies. 

The US as Global Super Power
Following WWII, corporations realized they ended to reach an accord so that th global capitalist economy could expand without self destruction - This New World Order was dominated by the US. As corporations gradually merged to form transnational corporations, the US government increasing came to represent capital as a whole as well. 

The Role of Global Institutions
The post WWI period saw the creation of a number of international agencies that reflected the desire of capital to create global political, economic, and military structures as well as policies
NATO, UN, World Bank, IMF, - many of which are dependent on US

The World Trade Organization
the administrator of a number of treaties that govern world trade, including the General Agreement of Tariffs and Trade, GA on Trade in Agriculture, GA on Trade in Services. World's highest judicial and legislative body - with the powers of an international state. Agenda: to open the entire world to the TNCs so that they can maximize profits, without constraints from laws or procedures of nation state that might put limits on corporate goals.
Individual countries still jockey to maintain the interest of their own corporations - American exceptionalism - ideology that US is unique among the nations of the world.  (refused to sign the Kyoto Protocol, banning anti personnel mines, Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, Anti Ballistic Missile Treaty) 

The United States as Global Police Officer
Some kind of repressive apparatus was required to guarantee that the creation of a global economy open to the needs of capital would go according to plan: this role was increasingly carried out but he US military, with support from the CIA via covert activities. 
Foreign interventions have left a sad legacy in countries: Iran, Iraq, Congo, Chile, etc.
"imperial overstretch"
Why? - huge cost of these actions has put US into a major economic crisis "Its superiority in firepower vastly exceeds its economic supremacy". With declining economic power, overwhelming military might has become the only way for the US to protect global capitalist interests. 
With the socialist world in disarray, the US ended a new enemy that would allow it to continue- indeed expand- its global activities on behalf of capital, and 'terrorism' became the new code word for this enemy. 

	Globalization: Growing Tensions
	As the world is increasingly being integrated both economically and culturally as a result of globalization, there is a simultaneous tendency of countries in various parts of the world to experience growing internal tensions. 
Failed states - states that can no longer perform basic functions such as education, security, governance and has resulted in violence or extreme poverty. 
Another factor leading to increasing tensions around the world has been the large scale migration of populations. as capitalism expands globally it creates a push pull condition that leads naturally to the migration of populations. 
Millions of people are refugees or internally displaced persons who have had to leave their homes as a result of civil wars or natural disasters.
Climate change. One component of failed states is the massive movement of people, which creates major humanitarian crises. 
While the expansion of globalization draws diverse populations together visa economy, culture, and government, there is a simultaneous growth of tensions that pit groups of people against one another - led to death or dislocation of people. 



Chapter 10: Inequality of Wealth and Income

1. Because we live in a society that puts so much emphasis on the individual, we usually connect social inequalities to individual characteristics rather than to structural arrangements.
2. Humans have always symbolically represented differences between groups or individuals. In capitalist societies, mass advertising convinces us to buy products that serve as symbols of high status.
3. Liberalism, the dominant ideology of capitalism, stresses fairness and equality of opportunity but actually masks structural inequality
4. Functionalist theories argue that unequal allocation of societal rewards is both universal and necessary in all societies. Change theorists, on the other hand, argue that structures inequality unfairly advantages those at the top, while the majority do not benefit from such arrangements. From the class perspective a true meritocracy cannot exist in capitalist societies.
5. Movement from one social position to another is referred to as social mobility. While some upward mobility is possible in canada, most mobility is occupational, relatively modest, and occurs within the "mass middle".
6. Although education is assumed to be the primary agent of social equalization, in reality it more or less sustains the already existing inequalities of socioeconomic status, race, and gender. In today's economic climate, it is likely that such inequalities will increase.
7. There is no single definition of poverty in Canada, although Statistics Canada creates low income cut offs; individuals and families below these cut offs are said to be in 'straitened circumstances.' Social assistance is provided mainly by the provinces, and cut off lines are fairly arbitrary. 
8. Poverty is not equally distributed across all groups in Canada. Racialized groups, Indigenous people, and people with disabilities have much higher rates of poverty than the national average. Poverty rates are also higher than average among female headed lone parent families with dependent children. 
9. The ideology referred to as 'blaming the victim' directs our attention to the poor and their particular environments as the cause of poverty. In reality, poverty is the inevitable result of the economic arrangements within capitalist societies.
10. It is possible for governments to reduce the degree of social inequality in Canada.
11. Inequality also exists on a global scale. Like inequality within nation states, global inequality must be understood within particular class relations.
	Inequality
	The higher the level of inequality within a society, more social problems occur. 
Order Theories: biological determinist arguments and functionalist approach. 
Change theories (link inequalities of wealth and income to the economic structure and class relationships) - emphasize the linkage of various forms of modern social inequality to the capitalist economic system, as well as to the structures and beliefs that arise within that system. 

	Liberalism
	If we imagine all humans as competing in the race of life, liberal ideology sees equality when everyone gets a chance to run in this imaginary race in the hopes of achieving wealth, prestige and power. There are always winners and losers. Within liberal ideology, structural inequality is acceptable as long as the 'race' for positions in society appears to be a reasonably fair one
	Change Theories
	The 'race of life' can never truly be fair - theorists focus on equality of opportunity - true equality of opportunity is not possible in capitalist societies because a small number of individuals with great wealth d power control the competition between individuals. 



Liberalism actually masks structural inequality because it gives the impression that everyone gets a reasonably fair chance to run the race. Any failure to achieve wealth, prestige, or power appears to be the fault of the individual. 

Full of contradictions like capitalism

	Symbolic Markers of Social Inequality
	In today's society - where most people live in large, anonymous cities and their place in such a hierarchy is unknown- the external markers of one's status become particularly important: Status symbols: those cultural objects, primarily although not totally material, that reflect an individual's socioeconomic status (speech, dress, mannerisms, hobbies)
Veblen: conspicuous consumption of the leisure class: Demonstrating one's place in the stratus hierarchy required both leisure and the consumption of status goods. 
Humans need affirmation from others, and in today's society wealth and material objects are the things that are valued. 

	Inequality: The Growing Gap
	Measuring social inequality: income and wealth (all assets)
Wealth is more clearly a measure of true economic power and command over a country's resources. 
The inequality gap in Canada has been growing over the last thirty years. 
A worrying trend is the growing generational gap in income -younger workers seemed to be on a consistently lower earnings track than older, more experienced workers. 

	Explaining Social Inequality
	Meritocracy - a society where advancement is based on individual ability or achievement. 

Functionalism sees capitalist societies as meritocracies - there are no sharp cleavages such as class but rather there are simply differences of ranking or privilege. - believes that social stratification is so prevalent in various types of society that it must serve an essential social function. 

Class analysis argues that meritocracy is not possible within current social arrangements: those at the top of the hierarchy are able to obtain the best education for their children in addition to making the important social connections that help them get the right jobs (privileges). Certain status groups (poor, immigrants, women, disabilities) have been disadvantage and thus everyone does not have an equal opportunity to achieve wealth and power. 

Unions help reduce inequality 1) raising wages 2)standardized wages + benefits 3) norms of equity 4) bring workers together (class consciousness) 

	The Degree of Social Mobility in Canada
	Social Mobility: the upward or downward movement of individuals in terms of their class position or their socioeconomic status. 
Two forms of mobility: intragenerational mobility (status change that occurs within an individual's lifetime) and intergenerational mobility (changes between the occupational status of parent + child)
The very top and the very bottom of the status hierarchy remain relatively closed, and most occupational mobility is mainly small movements in the middle. 

Education and Meritocracy
Order and change theories agree that a key function of the education system is 'sorting' as it channels young people into the different jobs required by society
Order theories generally see the process as a relatively straightforward one in which everyone competes within an educational structure that provides equality of opportunities
Change theories see the school system as generally reproducing inequalities that already exist.
The maintenance of inequalities occurs in a number of complex ways: radicalized individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds are streamed into lower level programs, exclusionary curricula, teach student interactions, overall culture of the school system, alienate many people.

	Poverty in Canada
	Absolute poverty: those who are not getting their most basic daily needs met 
Relative poverty: poverty more as a form of social exclusion -deemed poor even if above subsistence level. 
The best known and most commonly used measure of poverty in Canada is based on a set of low income cut offs (LICO), below which people are said to live in 'straitened circumstances' - a compromise between the measures of absolute and relative poverty - determines a threshold below which families spend a disproportionate share of their income on basic needs. 
Second measure is the low income measure (LIM) draws the line at half the median income. 

Who are the poor? Elderly, radicalized groups (Aboriginals), people with disabilities, women, lone parent families, people who lack postsecondary education. 

Why does poverty exist? Low wages, inevitable existence of unemployment, increase in precarious forms of employment, inadequate minimum wages, wage discrimination against recent immigrants, racial minorities, women, cuts to unemployment insurance, declining rates of unionization, decline of well paid public sector jobs.
Few see these structural realities as the causes of poverty. Instead we focus on inherent characteristics of those who are poor - laziness, lack of education, lack of ambition -"Blaming the victim"

…And the Poor Get Prison
The extent of poverty is of interest to those in power since the poor and long term unemployed may be seen as a threat to the system. As the rich grow richer, many of Canada's largest cities are full of homeless people, making the extremes of wealth and poverty highly visible - the poor are more likely to commit petty crimes of property and make the middle classes afraid to visit areas where they congregate. 
The arguments i that the entire criminal justice system works against the poor, guaranteeing that many end up in prison. 
Current criminal justice system serves positive functions for those with wealth and power
1) attention is directed away from the failures of our social system and inequitable distribution of wealth to the poor, who we fear may commit crimes on us
2)convinces the middle strata that the poor are deserving of their condition and that they are not 'just like us'
3) demobilizes the poor as a potential political force
4) brings down unemployment rates
5) prison- industrial complex - privatized prisons make profits from cheap prison labour

Can Poverty Be Eradicated?
The persistence of poverty must also be connected to the growing constraints that the corporate sector has placed on governments regarding any attempts to either redistribute wealth or provide adequate social supports to the poor. 
While it may not be possible to eradicate poverty in a capitalist society, governments can do more to moderate it if they are willing to.

	Inequality on a Global Scale
	Class Analysis: Countries suffer from underdevelopment because of the massive export of surplus value from their countries to the developed world, which deprives them of the benefit of their natural resources and labour.  Just as inequalities within countries must be understood as relationships of power and domination, so must inequalities between countries be seen that way. 

	
	Imperialism - the more precise term for what is commonly known as globalization - is not, in the end, a relationship between nations. rather it is the same unequal class relations found within capitalist economies but on an international scale. All inequalities of wealth and income, whether within countries or between them, must be understood within a particular set of class relations. 



Chapter 13: Looking Toward the Future
1. There has always been a tension in sociology between those theorists who focus on simply describing society and those who feel the social world needs to be changed.
2. Change must be understood in terms of both the objective and the subjective elements in any given society at any particular point in time.
3. While the real material conditions of capitalism set the stage for social transformation, the future will depend on how human beings act on and change such conditions.
4. Changes that occur whiten a given socioeconomic formation are referred to as reforms, while a revolution is a radical transformation of the social order in which there is a basic alteration of the relationship between social classes. There is a dialectical relationship between reform and revolution.
5. The view that reforms alone will eventually eliminate the problems of working people in capitalism is referred to as reformism. Social democracy is reformism in the political sphere. 
6. Around the world, there is growing instability and an escalation of the inner contradictions of capitalist systems.
7. Many analysts feel that the perpetual growth required by capitalist economies has reached its limits and the resulting climate change may be one of the major problems of the twenty first century.
8. For Canadians, a key issue that will face us in this century is whether we will survive as a nation.
9. the nature of both the owning class and the working class in capitalist societies has changed dramatically over the past century.
10. Many individuals get involved in the struggle for change outside the formal institutions of the state, in civil society groups and in social movements.
11. In times of social instability , many of the middle strata are often drawn to the ideology known as populism.
12. Humans are social animals; history has repeatedly shown that people - organized and united- can determine the future course of their lives. 
	The Future
	The question of how our social world might change is linked to two elements: the real, material conditions within capitalist societies and the way humans act on and change such conditions. Objective and Subject elements must be considered. 
This chapter analyses the visible contradictions within capitalist systems and the way people are responding to these contradictions.

	Where in the world are we headed?
	Reform - any change (social, legal, economic, political) that can be of benefit or work against ordinary people's interests
Revolution: when reforms involve major alterations to a social institution, they must be distinguished from rare instances of revolution - any kind of major social, political, or technological change. Marxist def: a basic alteration in the relationships between social classes. 
Dialectic relationship between reform and revolution: Reform (quantitative) Revolution (qualitative) 
Reformism: The belief that a series of reforms to the current structure can eliminate the major contradictions of capitalism, create societies where social justice reigns, and, in the long run, eventually lead to socialism. (Social democracy)

	Growing Social, Political, and Economic Instability
	Irresolvable crisis of capitalism: growing instability - and adopting new policies in an attempt to restore stability
Capitalism suffers from excess production (workers, goods, capital) - economic instability - creates increasing social and political instability - risk of global economic collapse.
Hypergrowth - the push by the owning class to maximize profits - the ever more rapid and expanding corporate economic growth caused by the search for new markets, cheaper labour and new resources. 
Neoliberalism caused the tension between the few in the ruling class with the rest of us to become more visible and direct. 
Social and political instability are the result of a growing disparity between the rich and the poor - environmental degradation and the loss of a shared sense of social values.
Increasing competition for scare resources - people resort to "us" vs "them" mentality - increasing social instability and violence. (terrorism)
The contradictions and irrationality of capitalism are so embedded in our society that we rarely even notice them. 
We do not financially reward those who improve the world, but rather the corporate leaders who cause massive human and social destruction by constantly seeking to maximize their profits.

	The Limits of Growth
	Underlying element of capitalist economies is perpetual growth "You grow or you die" - seen and portrayed in a positive light by the media
Neoliberal agenda has called into question whether growth itself is good
Some believe that mere reforms can improve the lives of most people (change corporations for their excessive greed and lack of social conscience) while others feel that perpetual growth has reached its limits - the whole socioeconomic system has to be transformed

	The Consequences of Perpetual Growth
	The industrial age made massive environmental destruction a reality - Capitalist growth is infinite but the planet's resources are finite.
ex. our planet simply cannot sustain its current level of environment degradation - Amazon rainforest, Arctic sea ice and permafrost, Great Lakes, oil spells, air pollution, nuclear contamination, lack of safe drinking water. 
Global commons (atmosphere, oceans, plant and animal biodiversity) and community commons (public spaces, local knowledge and wisdom) are now under threat as TNCs' seek to privately own and control that which has historically been shared by all.
Concerns: 1) privatization of fresh water 2) genetic engineering and patenting of life forms 3) accumulation of toxic waste 4) climate change / global warming
The ability of all levels of government in Canada to act decisively regarding climate change and other pressing issues has been limited by the policies of the US. (Kyoto Protocol)

	Will Canada become part of the US?
	Neoliberalism has caused Canada to become involved in an increasing integration with the US - politically, economically , militaristically, and culturally - a key issue during this century is whether Canada will retain its independence.
Deep Integration: the harmonization of policies and regulations between Canada and the United States in the interest of the corporate sectors of these countries. 

	The Changing Nature of Classes
	Owning class: decline in the size of the owning class - complete separation of ownership from management as financialization of economies grows.No real interest in the productive process; their only goal is to restructure or hold on to the company until share prices rise and then resell it at a hefty profit

Working Class: no long the unskilled, uneducated workers - most working people are highly trained and educated - can work with others in an organized and disciplined fashion to achieve a particular set of goals. Increase in size of the working class

Marx and Engels did not write about what an alternative to capitalism would look like - they concentrated on studying the history of human societies and the political economy of human social life and the patterns of social change. They envisaged a future society where the interests and goals of ordinary working people would dominate in all spheres - economic, social, political - and believed that current class relations would be replaced by a new set of class relations in which power would be transferred to the working class. This new socioeconomic formation would appear when capitalism and reached its limits of development; that is, when the forces of production could no longer advance under the current capitalist class relations. 

	Modern Social Movements for Change
	Address the subjective element of how real people come to change the conditions of their lives. 
In the developed capitalist world, it is likely most people want to keep their privileges and do not want the world to change in any major way. As social and economic deterioration increase, people will feel increasing frustrated by failed attempts to better the conditions of their lives and passive individuals will join the struggle for change and organized attack on social order will grow. What no one can predict at the moment is whether sufficient changes will occur in time to save our planet from ecological destruction. 

Organizing for Change
Civil society groups - voluntary organizations that are outside the corporate world and the state - advocate for change.
Social movements - broader network of groups and individuals that work for change 
Some alter their own personal behaviour while others decide to become involved in political structures. 

Populist Movements
Populism: a political orientation that presents itself as a movement of 'the little guy' opposing big government and big business. there are led rand right wing variants of populist movements.
Right wing populist movements and ideologies have expanded by appealing to the real fears of the middle strata (Tea Party) - connected to a broader social and religious conservatism - people feel that moral standards and traditions are rapidly eroding. 
Not much evidence of left wing populist movements -Occupy Wall Street

	Conclusion
	Central issues: climate change and global militarization - fuelled by the greed of TNC's and government supporters
It is distal relations of power that are both hardest to understand and most difficult to oppose. The problem is most of us do not want to be activists and spend our days caught up in the proximal realm - therefore it is unreasonable to expect a majority of people in any country to be swept into a struggle for social change until conditions of their lives have eroded to the point where they cannot continue as they are. 
If we wait until our lives are negatively affected tot eh point where wet are prepared to struggle for change, it may be too late. 
Humans are social animals; history has repeatedly shown that people - organized and united- can determine the future course of their lives. 
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