 
Lec. 1-2 What is Politics? 
 
Concepts from the Lecture:
Politics: (standard definition) ancient/medieval: art of governing, modern: science of governing
(post modern definition) construction of and resistance to power in society as a whole
‘Polis’: City-state
Plato: SERVING PUBLIC GOOD, BRANCH OF ETHICS Wrote Republic, ART of justice, described how politics ought to be, create justice
Just state: Philosophers’ rule, the “good” of the people is paramount, revealed in cave analogy
Machiavelli: DIRTY HANDS Wrote The Prince, ART of power, analyze politics as they really are (struggle for power) rather than how they ought to be. Purpose of politics is to ensure the power of the prince and maintain order. “virtu” of the Prince must overcome “fortuna”
Modern Age: 17th-20th centuries, includes Enlightenment (17th-18th century), replaced medieval period. Modern society=governed by reasons and laws, traditional societies=governed by custom/religion
ASPECTS OF MODERNITY:
1. Individuals paramount (challenge authority)
2. Belief in science (challenge faith)
3. Development of Market (challenge feudalism)
4. Idea of Progress (challenge tradition)
Politics is a science, discovering laws through reason and progress
Threads of Scientific Method (17th-20th century): 
1. Inductive/Empirical: draw conclusions from data
vs.
2. Deductive/rational approaches: create models based on deductive principles
Ex. Marxist (social scientific) vs Liberal Democratic (behaviorism, pluralism)
Early modern politics: social contract between state to ensure security and citizen to protect rights
The state vs the citizen: War Measures Act
-the modern state (law and order, ensure security, elected governments)
-the modern citizen (rights/civil liberties, right of protest, protect freedoms)
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan: Deductive methods (break into component parts, analyze forces), begin with individual to explain political authority (social contract: ensuring security citizens agree to absolute monarch)
 
Concepts from the Texts:
‘Simile of the Cave’
‘fortuna’
philosopher-king
Behavioural Approach: 1960s-today, scientific inductive methodology: empirical tests
-shifts away from legal institutionalism, political philosophy and elitism
-study politics through attitudes of individuals, ex. Polls etc
Class Analysis: Scientific socialist analysis, politics is about class conflict, state represents dominant class, analyze economics and impacts on politics, 
Ex. C WRIGHT MILL
Elite theory
Pluralism: Inductive method, groups are at heart of politics, state is seen as neutral mediator between groups ex. ROBERT DAHL
Institutionalism
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘Power to’ vs. ‘Power over’  
Lec. 4 The State: Power, Authority, and Sovereignty
 
Concepts  from the Lectures and Readings:
Power
Authority
Sovereignty
Weber’s Typology of Authority

Concepts from Readings:
See Lec. 3 concepts
 
Lec. 5 Political Ideologies: Liberalism
 
Concepts from the Lecture
Ideology
Left vs. Right ideologies
John Locke/ Two Treatises of Government: 1689
The English Enlightenment:
-Empiricism-experiential 
-Inductive method: developing principles from experience rather than pure deduction
-Reason is key to human progress
Begin with Individual:
-Social contract: authority rooted in individuals not god
-Rights of citizens: ensure rights, citizens limit state power 
J.S. Mill/ On Liberty

