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Contact Information:
Office Phone:  562-5800 (x2728)           	
Office: Desmarais Building, #11147                  	
Office Hours [Prof McCurdy]: Tuesdays 4:00pm to 5:00pm 
Email: pmccurdy@uottawa.ca
Twitter: @pmccc

1. Laughey, Dan. Key Themes in Media Theory. Open University Press, 2007.
2. Barlow, D. and Mills, B. (2011). Reading Media Theory: Thinkers, Approaches, Contexts. 2nd Edition. Routledge. ISBN: 9781 408 285 251 

-3109 the second book will be used and helpful for you 

Requirement                	  	 Percentage		Due date
Midterm-exam (in class) 	  	         35%	   	February 26, 2018 
Wikipedia Exercise        	  	          25%   		March 14, 2018 
Final exam                                     	          40%    	              TBA (by Department)
 
Total                                                        100%                 

Mid-term Exam 
-Short answer 
-Multiple choice


Section 2: Reflective Essay 
Research your topic and contribute online, do not mention theories unless relevant 
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Todays Outline 

· What is theory? 

· What is media?

· What good is media theory? 


--Midterm- multiple choice and short answer 
--Final – concepts or ideas from first term 

What is theory?

- brussle  sprouts slides:
 theorys can be beneficial to you and help you build your critical skills 
-challenge you analytically: a  tool that will allow you to understand the social world 


glasses slides: 
-one can see theory as glasses, through lenses a way to see the world 
- the way different lenses work: allow a micro perspective (interpersonal relationship) macro perspective – who your friends are on facebook. 
- lens in different colours: one aspect at the expense of another aspect


Alone together: all around in a room, but alone together in a sense people tune in and out of conversation to check their phones 

· Theory has a purpose 

· Theory is a process 
-building on the back of past work 
-the evolution in  thinking: different schools of thoughts 
-start with a critique – what is there, what is missing? 

-Media/Newsrooms started being studied in the 60s 

Media framing: the way in which the media shapes and frames something, different ways they can frame 
- media framing to literature – how things are presented

KEY IDEA OF WIKI ASSIGNGMENT: what is theory? Allowing media to highlight the social world 
-Innis: knowledge was controlled in different groups 

Wikipedia –
Can edit virtually everywhere with people around the world. 
 big implications of how you think about space and time 

Hammer slide
-There is no “Devine Hammer”,  there are multiple theories for things
-theories are good for looking at different aspect good for looking at a specific component.

GOAL: understand social phenomenon/ common sense 
· Theories must be published 
In peer reviewed journals or books, has to have some sort of evidence used: quantitative or qualitative 
· May be polemical (strongly critical or controversial) 
People will take issue with it (can be contentious) 
Importance: how can we use this for public debate? What is an ideal objective  to work towards? About constructive criticism 
Point of theory should allow us to think about how the world works 
GULF WAR: Media is scene as a battleground, win people over through media/imagery 
· Have a context 

Theories can be normative 
-hopes to understand a social world 
-media can be both normative and critical: existence and power structures 
-critical theory: create a discussion, seeing the issue differently and work towards a change

BOOK - Why study the Media?, Roger Silvertsone
-what would our lives be like if media did not exist: iphones, ipods, facebooks, twitter
-availability to research topics  
-media: plural singular: medium 

Video 
**EXAM VIDEO : Multiple choice question – ANSWER – Jiff sound 
- how theory can be used and how we make sense of it ? 
-Simplified Model of Media and the Social World (Courteau and Hoynes, 2002 p. 25)
(will not be tested on) – Social World in the middle 
-media – sees them as a passive

 
 -Emphasis put on media messages 
-media industries and their structure, who owns what – that determines the product and message that may be produced 
-technology and rise in the internet and have marked the death of the newspaper 
-relationship between industry and technology: newspaper 
-Social World: surrounded by these elements listed 

Conclusion 

Remember 
“There is no single theory of the media to be had. Indeed it would be a terrible mistake to try and find one”
(Silverstone, 1999 p.5) 
* EXAM QUESTION WHO MADE THIS QUOTE: Roger Silverstone
 











Wednesday ,January,15th,2018
Theories of Media 
Week 2: Lecture 1
CMN 2160 


-Behaviorism & Media Effects


State hostility scale – number of statements you would think about, to use the likert scale to determine your mood. 
-pre test scale you would use in psychology 
-use this in media effects ( so they can determine how you are feeling) 

--played song and then you would reassess how people felt. 

Media effects research people argue that everyone would be effected in the same way. 

PRESS RELEASE STUDY PUBLISHED 2003 – IOWA UNIVERSIY 

What is being argued: 

-violent tones in music can make you think violent thoughts 
-whatever you deem as violent music is bad for you 
-music as stimuli 

Goals of Todays Lecture…. 

-To understand what the broad field of media effects research is differences between approaches 
-To examine origins of media effects theory up to cultivation theory of: 
-Harold Lasswell 
-Albert Bandura and Social Learning Theory 
-Paul Lazarsfeld & Two Step Flow 

What is meant by Media Effects? 

A general term that describes the power of media texts and technologies to function as stimuli for audience responses and reactions – (Laughey2007, p 2) 

-Media Effects research there always an interest in looking at the political, ideological agenda. 


Negative Impacts in Media Studies 

-The News Violence and video games impacts on children, and videos. 
-The literature can be mixed on what media effects are 
-playing violent video games make video games violent needs to be challenged 
-one needs to open their mind up to other ideas 

Early Perspective Behaviourism 

-A theoretical approach, rooted in psychology that aims the measure how our thoughts, feelings and actions are affected by media and communications 
-assumption driving this work is the content in the medium ( lyrics, image) attitudes and behaviours portrayed in that influences what people do. 
-change varies which the degree of effect: your perspective on the medium 

-main point: mediums have a direct effect on what people do, strong direct power that shape what people do
-people have little agency(free will) tension between structure and agency 
- behaviourists: ex. Music he opened with how that has a direct effect on listeners 

*Laswell and Propaganda 

-Laswells book Propogand Technique: about impact of Propaganda on 1st world war effort 
-understand how it represents a powerful perspective of media ( how it captures these direct effects that inspired early thinking of media) 
-unavoidable and direct effect
-Propaganda def: management of collective attitudes by the manipulation of significant symbols 
-Reactive poster: ex ‘To Victory’ proud beaver (Canada) versus smug lion (England) 
-trying to trigger you to make you feel that you should be about of the cause 
-delivery of propaganda, how to link back 

Laswell (1927) extract: 

The strategy of propaganda which has been phrased in cultural terms can be readily be described in the language of stimulus response  Translated into this vocabulary, which is epically intelligible to some, the propagandist may be said to be concerned with the multiplication of those stimuli which are best calculated to evoke the desired responses, and with the nullification of those stimuli which are likely instigate the undesired responses. Putting the same thing into terms of social suggestion, the problem of propagandist is to multiply all the suggestions favorable to the attitudes which he wishes to produce and strengthen, and to restrict all suggestions which are unfavorable to them. IN this sense of the word, suggestion is not used as it in individual psychology to mean the acceptance of an idea without reflection: it refers to cultural material with recognizable meaning. 


*Laswell’s Chain of Communication (1948) 

-most influential scholar in communications

Who says what in which channel to whom with whom to what effect? 
-who is saying this, what is being delivered, through what medium, who is the audience? 

-assumes there is a desire to be persuasive process, assumes the messages always have effects 
-exaggerates the effects of mass communication 
- omits the feedback – one way communication going one way 

Critiqus of Chain Communication? 

-Assumes the communicators wishes to influence the receiver and therefore sees a communication as a persuasive process. 
-Assumes that messages always have effects. 
-Exa

Laswell and Conductance 

-communication in a similar way to conductance – someone receiving a message and them acting on the message like electricity.  
-came up with terms of people receiving and sending: 

-Total conductance:  effective relay of communication from sender to receiver 

-Modified conductance: message was received but not totally (Didn’t full interpret didn’t receive the whole message) 

-No conductance: message is not sent at all –desired message not effectively relayed at all. 

-who is the propagandist at this point? 

The War of the Worlds 

-An accidental occurrence seemed to validated some of the worst fears about mass society, and the power of the newest mass medium the radio 

-Orsons Welles Mercury Theatre of the Air’s broadcast and adaption of H.G Wells War of the Worlds U.S 

-evolution in media thinking: why did some people panic and not others? 

Concept of critical abilities: (education) The higher education they had the less afraid they were of the message

-Certain groups believed more then others 

-Moves away from a one size fits all theory and gets us into media research – who is pre disposed to believe these messages and why? 

Putting media effects to the test….. 

*Alburt Bandura Social Learning Theory 

· We learn from our environment though observation, imitation and modeling 

· Bobo Doll Experiment (1961) 
-Study of aggression: adult displayed hitting and violent behavior and then which the child showed violent behaviours as well after hitting it 
· Role Models and the mass media
-because of the content they had scene, they reenacted it through social learning and displayed a similar violent behavior  


Bobo doll Continued… 

-Children were randomly assigned to watch on of three films, each involving a boy picking a fight with another boy and attacking some toys, 

-The results show that children especially boys who has seen the rewarded aggressive model spontaneously performed twice as much imitative aggression as all others groups(including kick a large Bobo doll)  but no more nonimitative aggression 

-Social Learning: people more likely to replicate violence if they had previously scene it through media 


*Lazarsfeld –Two Step flow model 
-indirect theory of media effects – transferred through media then personal social networks of communication 

Laswells Chain of Communication? 
Who says what in which channel to whom with what effect? 

-arouse before Bobo doll work, rebuttal of direct effect research 

-people play an influential role, in communicating messages in the medium 

Key to this theory is personal influence 

Opinion leaders: The most connected, active and literate on an issue
-in certain communities, more likely to be engaged because they are engaged it gives them more authority
-recognize your friend is an expert on this topic 

Followers: removed from the media but are affected through the opinion leaders 

Challenge direct effects and look at individual effects 

Key concept: personal influence which refers to the audience immediate reaction the message told through the opinion leaders. 

-adapt this function to social media 

-direct effects still do occur, without the imitation of opinion of leaders 

NEXT LECTURE: Long term effects and media environment 

Goal 2: Understanding Effects origins 

-Media effects research traced from early behaviourism and “Hypodermic need” approaches through to the two-step flow which affords greater agency to the individual 
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Sections from Chapter 2 (Laughey) relevant for mid term: **READING: Key Themes in Media Theory 

· Introduction 

· Laswell 

· Cantrill 

· Cultivation theory 

· Two-Step Flow 

· Summary 

***Agenda Setting discussed in future weeks

What are the implicit theories of media at work? 

Clip: Advertisement Called Lullaby (Television campaign against violence) 

  cause and effect 
 relates to ideas of media effects recovery: it will have a lasting effect on you, making children afraid or  having nightmares
 leads in to Mean world Syndrome 

Goals of this Lecture 

To understand cultivation theory 
-its premises 
-key concepts (cultivations, mainstreaming, resonance, mean world syndrome, viewer types)  
-Limitations
-To understand the limitations and critiques of the media effects perspective 

Where are we? 
-short term effects or long term media effects part of the points of showing the tool
-cultivation theory (long term effects) 


Cultivation Theory 

-US in 1960/70s- concerns about the impact of media violence on society 
-Annenberg institute of Communications (PA) 
-Key researcher: George Gerbner

-direct response to the ubiquity(everywhere) of television 
-60s: Tv was a new thing, what Is the impact of that? 


Cultural Indicators Project 

Three types of analysis: 

“Institutional process analysis” (industry): something that looks at pressures and constrains – how is it produced? How do movies get there? Pressures that can be uncovered: 
-Advertisements 
-Violence 
-Audiences 
-Political pressures (what is and isn’t acceptable) 
-

“Message system analysis” (text) content analysis trying to quantify and track the most common and reoccurring images in television: (drama only) 
-key point: Take systematic culminative ideas: what ideas are on prime time that large audiences could be watching 

“Cultivation analysis” (audience) how does television contribute to viewers understanding of making reality of these films? –consistant exposure to specific groups changes how we see an issue. (political) 

CULTIVATION ANALYSIS

“LARGE TEXT” by Gerbner 

Key Point: Study of what is usually called effects or impact 

-Looking at the overall impact of living in a media power, cause and effect 
-exposed repeatedly to a barrage of explicit messages 
-grow, nurture shape attitudes and values, that are present but media can bring it up 



The premise of cultivation theory then is that /// 

Given (th)he environment that sustains the most distinctive aspects of human experience is the environment of symbols”….

Television violence .. 

--cultivates the way we think about the world around us.

According to George Gerber: researches there are 3 viewers 

1.Light: if you watch television less than 2hrs a day. 

2.Medium: if you watch television 2-4 days. 

3.Heavy: if you watch television more than 4 hours a day.

Television reality 

-Television acts as a ‘message system’ created a shared ‘symbolic environment’ and this a collective public consciousness’ 

Stories – disguised as entertainment, against the backdrop of reality – convey the ‘facts of life’ as contained in widely distributed messages

The chance on a violent confrontation in real life is 1% television-reality shows us a 10 % chance 
 

Cultivation Theory Argues that 

Violent television cultivates common conceptions of social reality 

Violence on television (factual and fiction): teaches us who wins, who loses and who or what should be feared. 

Gerbner – interested in the heavy impact has of television 

The more viewers are exposed to violent television, the higher is their fear and their sense of a dangerous ‘mean’ world (‘mean – world syndrome) 

How do heavy television viewers understand reality? 

Message System Analyss (personality profiles) 

Asking respondent questions about the facts of life an giving them two kinds of answers to choose from: ‘ television answer’ and ‘real world answer’ 

-Would you be afraid to walk alone in a city at night? 
-During any giver week what are your chance of being involved in some kind of violence about one in ten about one in hundred>
Can most people be trusted, or do you think your too  careful?

Cultivation Theory: Mainstreaming 

“Mainstreaming is the idea that heavy viewers, who come from different demographic groups, acquire similar ways of seeing the world. “Mean world syndrome” is an example of this. 

COMMON PERCEPTION OF THE WORLD depending on how much tv you watch/

Cultivation Theory: Resonance 

The term resonance describes the intensified effect on the audience when what people see on television is what they have experienced in life. The result will be a greater cultivating effect. 

-if they have beliefs and it is seen on television, that view will be advanced 

Notes from Movie 
DEBATE: Does watching TV make us more violent individuals?
-likely to make us more concerned that violence will be committed against them 
Cultural Indicator: measured violence and its effect on viewers, variety of effects 
-relationship of the worlds with others 
-8,000 murders by the end of elementary school 
-happy violence: highly entertaining violence 
-what matters the most: what it all adds up to tells a story, a normalized view in the world 
-born into a mediated environment, how do we measure effects that we have been born into? 
“fish in the water” concept – how does the fish know he’s been swimming in water if he doesn’t know anything else 
-heavy viewers more likely to see the world as scary 
61 percent of news outlets related to crime fires and accidents 








Critiques of Media Effects 

Media sociologists David Gauntlett 

-What is the impact of gender, age, family situation? 
-Chicken or egg: where do we start? 
-The perception of children and young people: inabilities versus abilities 
-Artificial studies and method 
-Is violence always a bad thing 
-What is violent or bad media? Who decides? 
-The inabilities of the masses – the roles of researchers 
-Why would we imitate media depictions? What are the theoretical grounds? 

POINT of imitating media: 

Memorize 4 of or 5 media critques 
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-On average we read 17 books a year, only down slightly from 1991 as well. 

Objectives of todays lecture 

-Understand what is medium theory 
-Understand what is meant by the idea of Technological Determinism 
-Understand how the work of the following scholars can be considered as embodying medium theory 
· Neil Postman 
· Sven Birkerts 
· Nicholas Carr 

What is medium theory? 

“Medium theory” is the historical and cross cultural study of different cultural environments created by different media of communication” (Meyroitz, 1985, p 16) 

Medium is the singular of media, wants to look at specific attributes of medium and how they shape society 
-Change taking place adding to the existing perspective of changing societies: Is Google Making us stupid, Google is changing our physical memory 

Mchluans work, writing does not destroy oral discourse but it changes the speech and memory. 

IMPORTANT: form in which people communicate, has an impact beyond just the message
Mchluans cant just look whats on TV, but look at how the medium is shaping our culture and reorganization of idea. 

-focusing beyond the content, but looks at the medium, how it structures our relationships 

BOOK READING VS MOVIE WATCHING 

Going to a movie theatre: shared experience, controls the time of the event, controls the narrative, you cant rewind or stop and ask, sitting and taking the it in 
Medium shares two different experiences of consumption 

Media theory: how different media theory creates different possible  ----


Tenants of Technological Determinism 

Communication technology is fundamental to society 

Each technology has a bias to a particular communication form, content and uses 

The sequences of inventions and application of communication technology influences the direction and pace of social change 

Communication revolutions leads to social revolutions

Role of Twitter: Twitter called Arab Spring, twitter fails to look at the political context. (didn’t cause it, used to facilitate info) 

Earliest Thinker Technological Deternism: Cloud Fisher, technological determinism as an external force that ricochets and has effects 

McQuails Mass communication, 6th ed, 2010. P 103 


Medium Theorists 

McLuhan: Nature and consequences of media technology 

Postman: Images and public life 

Birkerts: Medium theory in computer age 

Carr: Is Google making us stupid?

Neil Postman

-Well known for book Amusing Ourselves to Death, opens book looking at two contrasting visions of the world. 

-George 1984: role of state in surveillance and that we will be overcome by a state that controls us with a censorship of information. 
-Captive in our love for safety  

-Brave New World: over oppression, concerned with distractions with civilization, not concerned with what is going on around us. 
-these distractions diminish your ability to contribute to an active democratic society 


Literacy, Images and Public Life 

ARGUMENT OF VIDEO SHOWN: Active reading creates a mind which analytical thought is based on logic and clarity. 
Societies who rely on reading/ writing, we will have a rationale serious population. 
Amusing ourselves to death with television, rise of television. 

Attention span is shortened

Romanticized American print culture of 18th and 19th century in the US an encouraging rationality, seriousness, coherence in think and public discourse. 

Saw television as responsible as for decline in the seriousness of public life. Postman comments on the impact of various technologies. 

· Telegraph 

· Photograph 

· Television( Convergence of Photograph and Telegraph) 

Telegraph: 

The Telegraph changed print in three ways 

Irrelevance: stories were irrelevant to the readers, squeezed out to other news stories, news just had to be interesting. 

Powerlessness
-this encouraged feelings of helplessness, when you realize what is happening 

Quantity 
-getting news quick, keeping things coming, getting news out there. 
WHATS EXCITING 
-reoriented our way of thinking about physical space giving us a broader perspective of the world. 

Photograph 

Photographs isolate context, and remove context. Changes the idea about truth, became about seeing and not thinking. 
-2010: Press Photo of the Year – 

Television 

-The medium privileges entertainment and triviality 

-Undermines participation by an informed and active public

-Peek-a-book world: things come and go, not a lot of context, our lives full of entertainment. 
-does not allow us to be fully engaged in these issues. 

PBS: Video Part 2: 

Q: 
How can Postman be understood as a “medium theorist” and as a technological determinists 

Q: 
Critiques of Postman 

Critique of Tech: It is not forced to be about entertainment, but is driven by social economic factors. 

Television industry is not natural, and has evolved over time, larger social factors that influence the content. 
-failed to consider how tv can shape us, look at individuals and positives, TV as education  

Tech Determinist: Because of the rise of television, people are passive and TV is the blame for it. 

Medium Theory in Computer Age: Sven Bikerts ( b 1951) 

· Gutenberg Elegies 

· Hightech age: changing ways of thinking: new sense of time, new sense of space..   

· Reweaving social life: how our social relationship changes, and what we see as important changes.  

        -  Devaluation of deliberation and authorship:  instead of deliberating this and trying to think through things, you can just research and look it up.  
- fate of reading and role of hypertext natural to us now when we read a story
-reading as an act you engage in an argument, hypertext provides a new experience with the reading.
-relationship with the author has changed, you have the ability to become sidetracked and do something else 

· Focus on retrieving and referencing 
-I don’t need to know the information, I just need to be able to look it up

· Losing sense of unmediated experience 
-As we become more involved in computer technologies, not engaged with any medium, looking at the world as it is. 
-rise of technology how we have it as a lens to experience the world. 

ROMANTIC GAZE: how relationships are heavily mediated 

Is Google Making us Stupid?-Nicholas Carr 

How can Carr be understood as a “medium theorist” or a technological determinists? 
-THINK: how do we understand Carr as a medium theorist?

Points from the Video
The internet changing the shape and size of our brain
Loosing the deeper mode of attentiveness
Each of us as individuals as to how we use these mediums and our minds: balance of thinking is one we use to getting the most creative thought 

Argument: phycology, physiological changes in our brain
You can choose how we use it.
Determinist perspective ignores free will vs our condition as animals to use the internet 
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On the exam **

Chapter 13 (Mills and Barlow) – understanding the concept of the public sphere and the ability it has to media studies.

Read small sections of what he has written then look at utilities strengths, weaknesses.  

From Laughey Chapter 3: 

· Innis 

· Mchluan 

· Habbermas 

Objectives of Todays Lecture 

-Understand what is meant by modernity 
-Understand differences between modern and pre modern 
-Understand the concept of the public sphere 

-Its origins 
-Relationship to modernity 
-Limitations/Critiques 

Defining Modernity 

“the social, economic, political and technological developments that have characterized the transition from traditional (premodern) to advanced (modern) civilizations”

(Laughey 2010, p. 282) 

-Less concerned with dates but feautures that differentiate pre modern vs modern 

The Modernity vs Premodernity 
What are some key features and differences between the two? 


Modern – capitalist, makets, urban growth big cities, driven by rationality, cultures of literacy, rule of law, individualistic society, emphasis on culture, literate society vs oral society.   


Pre- modernity-  aristocracy, close relation w nature, tribal, farming, religion/superstition, emotional, barbarism(lawlessness), nature, oral society, subsitence  

PG 30 * 

Phases of Modernity 

1st- Rise of science and questioning Religion

2nd Phase - 1739 – 
Changing existing Power Structures – populations over throwing over rules. 
-overthrowing their elites 
-Public sphere came about safe space to talk politically,
-growth of daily newspapers, telegraphs, telephones and other mass media, communicating on an ever wider scale 

3rd Phase – Early 1800s – 
Rapid Gains in Technology 
-Postman as a medium theorist – how did these rapid technologies change society? 

Background - Habermas and the public sphere (Jurgen Habermas) – June, 18,1929.

-German family – Nazi inclinations 

B-ecame aware of horrifying events of Nazi Germany and became very critical 

-Studied philosophy 

-Influenced by Marxism and Adorno and Horkeheimer (Frankfurt School) 

-Habermas part of the 2nd generation of Frankfurt School scholars 

Political 

Putting the idea out their: theory is a lens for understanding social relationships 
-allows he idea for we as a public to discuss concerns

Public Sphere 
Looked like coffee houses, salons 
-all place which support the knowledge support and freedom 
-Not just the space that was important but that people could openly debate each other without the fear of population 
-Free to gather, give their opinion, give political debates
-not the same as public opinion: 
-laws entrenched: free public assembly, freedom of speech etc. 

Public Sphere Defined 
The existence of the public Sphere is co-existent with the existence of modernity 

Can be defined as 

“an inclusive area of bourgeois intellectual debate that had weighty influence on the politics of the 18th and early 19th century Western Europe. But has since declined in importance due in part to commercial expansion of mass media.” (Laughey, 2010, p. 204) 

Public Sphere Declined

-key to initial idea of the public sphere is to have multiple ideas, 
the media allowed for this to close off. (rise of capitalism) 
-transforming the culture of debate but the rise of mass consumption 
-how consumption involved private activities, television you watch on your own and what you choose to disconnect yourself with. 
-Early 1960s – existed in appearance only 
-Media filters public debate – Media distracts us 

“refundalization of the public sphere”  
redudalizism – rise of ownership, king owned the land peasants worked. 

-Role of media with the impact of media concentration – you have a clump of elites owning this space. 
-Government following suits of this government work. 
-Media/PR: the means of facilitating the death of the public sphere 
-Negative impact of PR: (p49.) 312 – Barlow Mills – Changes in Journalism, shape and change debate 
-Public Sphere involves consumption, everything is to be bought 
-Rise of PR: Debate becomes stifled, managed and controlled 
-Opinion management – makes it hard to have debate, Pr firms –MARKET RESEARCH -  what messages do you want to hear? Pin pointing messages to make you happy
Rise of Personality Politics: looking at the superficial aspect reinforces the ability to create audiences instead of citizens 
-Government – customer care etc instead of citizens 
Mark of Logic is seen not just in Media put across society 

The Demise of the Public Sphere 

-The Media does not inform us anymore, they do not expand the public debate 
-On the contrary they amuse and distract us.. 
-This is a pessimist view if Habermas because of his links to the Frankfurt school
-However in 1992, Habermas said that the mass media can play a role of resistance


Critiques of Public Sphere 

Nancy Fraser critiqued Habermas on four points, what do you think they are? 

1. Generalizes view of one class over others 
2. Ignores groups such as women, poor, ill- educated, 
3. Challenge of articulating a “Common Concern” 
4. Simplistic view of media, overlooking how media may extend the debate


Rise and Fall of Public Sphere – rise of Golden Age that did not exist  -- Elitetist 

Popular opinion – equated with middle class beliefs

Public Vs Private – Transition of Issues becoming private to public . ex. Power, ruling elities 

Public Vs Private – agreed with societies moral views and tones, 

Articulating Common Concern – Is the way we treat people right? 

P.4 – Critique and allow people to extend to debate, give something for people to think about upon things they have never thought of. 

Unitary vs Singularity Public Sphere – different communities will have different beliefs and ideas

-Mainstream Public Discourse could apply but there is alternative Public Spheres, challenging Main Stream Ideas. 

-Media Sphere: Can look at access to information online -  you read thing that mirror your own opinion

-The Public Sphere is rested upon Public Enterprise

What to do with the Public Sphere? 

It has become an anchoring concept in thinking about media. Society and democracy linking these together: 

We can think of “counter publics”
We can use it to think about the impact of globalization and a networked society 
We can use it to asses debate and discourse in society and online; networked public sphere for example 

Counter publics – formed opinions that will challenge the state or public sphere, an opinion that goes against the mainstream. 

The Public Sphere 

Concept? Theory? Ideal? 
-seen as all three: depends on ones orientations to the concept. 

Public Sphere. The conceptual ‘space’ that exists in a society outside the immediate circle of private life and the walls of enclosed institutions and organizations pursuing their own (albeit sometimes public) goals. In this space, the possibility exists for public association and debate that can hold private interest accountable. The media are now probably the key institution of the public sphere, and its ‘quality’ will depend on the quality of media. Taken to extremes, certain structural tendencies of media, including concentration, commercialization and globalization, are harmful to the public sphere. 

Today we have discussed 

-The concept of modernity and the differences between modern and pre-modern societies 

-The concept of the public sphere, its origins, relationships to modernity and ways forward
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-Wikepedia entry (25 %)  - March 14th 

-Assignment may be done in pairs 

Avatar Example (Trailer) 
modern vs pre modern society, clash of civilizations, importance of environmentalism
humans advanced civilization (can travel throughout the solar system) in doing so because of scarce resources 
humans are driven by money and treating everything of resource
-the navi reside in Pandora which is there home. (Established positions)


By the end of today you will understand 
· What is Toronto School of thought 
· The core argument of Harold Innis Bias of Communication and in particular key terms: 
-Bias 
-Time-bound versus space bound society 
-Time-binding versus space binding media 
-Monopolies of knowledge

Medium Theory 

“Medium is the historical and cross cultural study of different cultural environments created by different media of communication” (Meyrowitz 1985, p16)

The Toronto School 

Technology shapes society and can be a cause of social change 
A shift from the emphasis on content to the emphasis on form


-Bias for European Scholarship and Innis work was distinctly Canadian 
-List of Innis Harold Work – took a stance on his unique perspective on things
-Context: ways in which  thinking arose 

On top of his background shaped his perspective: 
Studied at McMaster University and joined the army ( The Canadian Exhibitioner force)
-His experience on the front line really influenced his view on Canada and what resources he had 

James Carrey: American School – Innis was blunt in critiquing the role of Empire. 

Staples Thesis(fishing, fur, forestry) 
-Cod drying on flakes, Newfoundland circa 1886
-Political Economist 
ARGUMENT: the Countries pursuit of Staples shaped the direction Canada took and the various reasons
Asymmetrical Power Input 
His experiences in the trenches shape the staple view: the troops on the ground were treated (WAR) 
What does he mean by staples? How we recognize the changes is following the red thread for fishing, forestry mining.
Staples become a medium for us to understand larger changes in society: A lens to make sense of society 
Staples are a medium to understand Canadas relationship with the world. 

Where are we? 

What do we understand as bias? 

For Innis, his view was the properties he had either favours time or space 
Predisposition which impacts the outcome

UNDERSTANDING TIME- BOUND VS SPACE-BOUND SOCIETIES

Carreys Interpretation of a Time-Bound Society 
EXAM QUESTION Properties:  preserving, static
-closer society, common good, community: value of the tree common good 
-tradition: plays an important role for continuity 
-memorizing information 
-reciting information 
-stories are passed on orally: pre-literate society 
-limit the way which memories are used 
-tribal, strong communities 
-confined geographically with the uniqueness of their language 
-Space isn’t commoditized but protected 
-View of Time: part of the cycle of life, feature of a space binding society 
-importance of social policy 




Space Binding Culture

(Carrey 1989: 23)

Differences: ideal types  
- space is a commodity * key feature
- everything has a price 
- price system is a mechanism 
- tension between time bound vs space binding (care about price) 
- individualistic 
- literate society 
- STEP AHEAD: expansion of physical society: through the internet, irrespective of time and space
- little value based on tradition 
- linear 
- rational 
- dethatched 
- role of material helping expand and take over space 

Understanding Time vs Space-Bias Media 

‘A medium of communication has an important influence on the dissemination of knowledge over space and over time it becomes necessary to study its characteristics in order to appraise its influence in its cultural setting’ (Innis, 1951:33) 

Criticized for being a technological determinist
Modes of communication influence our society 

Oral Media: Time binding 
Society where you have to sit with your elders and consider the history 

Written records: 
-changes our collective memory 
-as technology improves our collective memory changes 
-ability to write in different forms and mediums as they gathered more space bound properties 

EARLY TIME BINDING MEDIA: stone, clay, 

Time biased media also encouraged social hierarchys 
EX. A certain family is the right family 



Time Bind Mediums are grandniece, clay tablets, papyrus 

Space-binding media 

Note the relative lightness or heaviness of the medium under consideration is not always a reliable indication of its particular bias. If we compare parchment with papyrus of paper, for example, weight is not really decisive element. IT is more useful to think of the bias of media as related to the ability of the message to survive transmission and have an impact over space or time. 

With the mass supply of paper, you can store a lot of information
-space binding favours one way control
-empire capital to the colonies 
-erode local cultures 

SPACE BINDING AND TIME BINDING have a bias, 

Understanding Time vs Spaace Medias Bias 

Time Binding --------oral, stone clay, papyrus, paper, printing press, telegraph, radio, TV, Space Binding. 
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What do we understand as bias? 
-Bias key term 
-Bias for some deterministic for others its with orientations 
-Harrold A Innis and Mchluan both medium theorist 

AVATAR EXAMPLE: time bound versus space bound society 
Oral culture vs television culture, very diff 
-see how time bind and space bind collapse 

Theory as a lens to see society 

Why does Babe refer to the media of staples? 

Time-binding media examples: oral-ity, stone, clay 

Space binding media: those w. more secular societies, those who want to cover small amounts of space 
- humans in the movie we watched 
-paper is quite light and can be transported quite easily 

Technological Change and Monopolies of Knowledge 

Babe defines it as: 
“those lareg-scale truths, system of truths, or myths that allow groups to exercise control over time or space.”
-KEY CONCEPT UNDERSTAND WHAT THIS IS ABOUT 
-efforts to overthrow different power structures, power holders hold a monopoly of language 

But what does this mean? 

-Innis believed controlling the medium you control the structure of society 
-Monopoly held by the church 
- when the printing press came up they didn’t have that control anymore 

-Always is a desire by others to overthrow power structures (motivation) 





Innis Bias of communication p. 34 

“We can perhaps assume the use of a medium of communication over a long period will to some extent determine the character of knowledge to be communicated and suggest that its pervasive influence will eventually creat a civillization in which life and flexibility will become exceedingly difficult to maintain and that the advantages of a new medium will become such as o lead to the emergence of a new civilizaton.” 
(Innis, 1951: 34) 

MEANING:

Ex. Books, church the ability to adopt a life and rituals that favour power structures
 Rise of printing press- challenged the power of church and state 
-having knowledge allows someone to challenge world views 
-existing monopolies of media: allow for challenging old monopolies of knowledge within existing societies 
-Extremee: very determinists arguments (TWITTER IN ARAB SPRING) 
- the ability to communicate enabled this 

Example of a Printing Press 
- see a shift from older tech to new technologies, more automated 
-
def of determinism: media set an unavoidable path for society to develop upon

Innis Recap 

-Harold Innis is one of the most prominent Toronto School scholars, his legacy boosted by Mchluan 
-Innis was interested in how the bias(The  predisposition of a medium helped create societies that were either time bound or space space bound. 
-Change occurs in such societies as an imbalance is built up, such as a monopoly of knowledge and new media emerget to challenge this monopoly   

Setting the Scene for Mchluans personality: was a media personality 

-concepts of hot and cool media theory 
-known for firing off ideas and concepts 
- without forthought and then they would stick 
-Mchluan popular public intellectual
- was not afraid to make fun of himself 
- University of Manitoba, educated in his PHD from Cambridge 
-Research Institue: Centre for Culture and Technology 

Over-lap w. Innis: Mchluan acknowlegdes his death (references Innis work) 


Importance of modernity 

-Mchluan like Innis is interested in how various mediums disrupt and shape social life 
-Mchluan argues that media re- shapes our social lives and reorganizes our senses 
-Medium is the Message:his known slogan – looking at the bigger picture, how is the medium shaping the society? How is it being shaped by this new medium 
-he is a public intellectual 

Women asks: If medium is the message and it doesn’t matter what we say on TV?
-The effect of Tv the message is quite independent of the program, the effect of that huge service environment is voust  
-	

Mchluans media history of modernity 

Era                            Types of Medium                 Dominant Medium      Time Period 

Tribal                            Oral                                   Speech/song                   before 1500s

Detribalization              Mechanical                        Print                              1500-1900 

Retaribalization             Electrical                         Television                      After 1900s 

“The content of a medium is like a juicy piece of meat carried by a burglar to distract the watchdog of the mind” (Mchluan, Understanding Media, 1964 p. 32) 
-most famous quotes of justifying the medium of a message
-saying all these people are focuing on media effects and contet but we should be looking at the bigger message

Detribalization 

“Literacy propelled man from the tribe, gave him an eye for an ear and replaces his integral in depth communal interplay w. visual linear values and fragmented concisouness.” 

-LONG quote talking about paradim shift from Tribal to Detribalization 
- Takeaway society is changing, through the mediums we use structucre our thoughts and senses in certain ways 
-Rise of Mechanical Print in being Important 


“ If the phonetci alphabely felt like a bomshell on triabl man, the printing press hit him like a 100 megaton H- Bomb. The printing press was the ultimate extension of phonetic literacy… Type, the prototype of all machines, ensured the primacy of the visual bias and finally seals the doom of tribal man. ……….

Retribalization 

-Global Village: people become together because of the affordableness of society, externally connect ourselves from eachother 
-Age of Retribalization fundamentally different then before 
-the impact of various mediums and how they shape the way in which society is organized 
- Rise of electronic music creates a boundary, marking a clear difference in the way in which our senses are organized 

Global Village(key term)

(Mchluan Understanding Media: 1964: p, 107) 

-The world is getting smaller becoming more available to our minds and motions. 
- not a community or family activity, activity you share alone 
- tribal: of points in the direction of tribal man, to the individual man 
- we are retribalizing, books are being replaced by new media 
- what the group knows acting with it, not from it 
- books are still important, but the nature is teaching
- media shapes and changes our senses, your thought process thinks differently 

The fact that we are all connected, we are connected through electronic medium 
- ex. Royal wedding, we all here about this through electronic communication, through a global village. 
-Global Village: a lot of impact of internet studies 
-use the concept of the global village (think of its limitations – not everyoen is literate or connected) 
-Who is not apart of the global village? 

IDEA OF HOT AND COOL MEDIA MCHLUAN 

Each medium requires a unique participation in which the audience is involved

Hot Media (Theatre/Movie): low participation, sit and it fills in the information to you
- (lecture, theatre, play)
- Photographs 
-Radio 

Cool Media: involves audience to use their multiple senses, to particpate. 
-requires more effort: Have to sit and watch as well as listen
-face to face coversation: requires participation 




Marshall Mchluan. Understanding Media p 22-23 

Key: Monopolies of Knowledge, relationships of power 
-Mchluan: interest of medium on society 
-global village 

READ PLAYBOY INTEREVIEW (degree of particiaption of hot and cold media) 
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Structuralism and Semiotics 

Outline 

-Structuralism (What is it?) 

-Semiotics and the word of Ferdinand de Saussure 

-Myths and the work of Roland Barthes 

Objectives 

-Understand what is meant by structuralism and how work of both Saussure and Barthes fall within this. 

-UNDERSTAND THESE TERMS and be able to apply the terms: diachronic, synchronic, sing, singnifier and signified 

-Understand the term myth and the difference between 1st and 2nd order signification; connotation and denotation 

Structuralims 

“The theoretical perspective that seeks to understand how systems work to structure their individual parts at any given moment in time” 
 (Laughey)


p.204 

-looking at how the system influences how the parts act 
-how the systems and the relations in between that
-the rules and constraints that make meaning possible 

Semiotics 
(Fernard De Sassure) 
-Differentiating between diacrhonic and sychronic (two types of analysis) 
-Swiss national, founder of semiotics and pioneer in this field. 
-laugh p. 24 the distingc between sychronic and diachronic
 -diachroinic: what was prominent at the time when Sassure was trained as linguistics 
-Linguists were intrested in languange – how does it evolve and change over time? 

-Short video Clip example: Different pronounciations of words – Michevous, H, Ate 
Linguists interested in how language has evolved 

Semiotics 

-Differentiating between diachronic and sychronic analysis.
Ferdinana de Saussure (1857-1913) 

-Language does not reflect but constructs reality 

-constructs reality within a system of language, a system which we come to know the world. 

-meaning is dependent on the sign 

Sign,Signifier and Signified 

-Saurssure distinguished between two things: 

-The signifier is a sign or symbol that can stand for something else. By definition, all words are signifiers since they always stand for something else. (e.g a though, a feeling, or a thing). 
-A signifier is used by the person wanting to communicate

-The signified is what the sign or symbol represents – what it is interpreted to mean by the reciever of the communication. 

-Together, the signifier + signified = sign 

The Sign (Put another way) 

The signifier + the signified = the sign 

The form + the idea in your head = the meaning.

Important part is that the signifier and the sign are arbitrary, but it’s the shared code: the language that we all agreed upon. 

However … Saussure argued that the relationshpip between the signified and the signifier was arbitrary and dependent on shared code. 

Semiotics 
“The choice of a given slice of asound to name a give ide is completlet arbitrary” 


Things are arbitrary 

Laughley used example of the rat, the sound of the word and the letters
-the idea of rat could signified by any other conventions or combinations of letters 

“Language is a system of interdependent terms in which the value of each term results solely from  the simultaneous presence of others.” (Saussure, 1966, :118)

Ex. CAT 

What is the signifier? The letter cat 

What is the signified?  The little animal with fur and a tail 

How would Sassure explain how it works? 

We agree upon cat, and its shared code. 

In order for us to things to understand cat their has to other animals or things. 

Structuralism was defined as … 

“The theoretical perspective that seeks to understand how system work to structure their individual parts at any give moment in time” (Laughery 2007, p 204)

Yet … 
Sassure focused only on languag, what about the still and moving images. 

Roland Barthers (1915-1980)

-Pioneers whow ould extend Sassures work 

Ex. What is this ad about? 

 Text says: Wasting paper it kills more than just trees. 

-Barthes gave conceotual framework to interpret these messages 
-Barthes cocnerned by manipulation of symbols by people in power 

Roland Barths and Myth 

My is defied in Laughey p. 203 
“The social and cultural transformation of linguistic meanings that is, language signification into a second order of signification. 

1st Order of Signification 

Signifier = rat 
Signified = the idea of in your mind of a rat 
Sign= idea of a rat (based on a common definition) 

2nd Order of Signification 

Signifier Rat = rat 
Signified = dirt, disease

Example from Laughey (58) 

1st Orer of Signification 

Signifier = Skull and cross bones (picture) 

Signified= the idea in your mind of a skull and cross bones 

Sign = Skull and Cross bones 

2nd Order of Signification 


Signifier = Skull and Ctoss bones 

Signified = Poison 

Laughey also mentions these terms used in Semiotics 

Denotation : Refers to the common sense meaning of a sign 

Connotation: Refers to the socio cultural and personal associations  (ideological, emotion etc) of the sign

What is denotation and conotation? 

Denotation: Skull and Cross Bone

Connotation: Poison (within our culture this connotes something meaning poison) 

#2. 

Denotation: Red Rose Flower 

Connotation: Romance and Love 


Returning to Barthes and Myths 

His ideas of myths/mythology: extend de Sassurs work, look into the meanings of these connotations 
-power issues 

-A signifier naturally responds to the signified, most well known studies, analysis of this magazine cover 

PARIS MATCH: June 1955 
(Barthes Analysis of the Cover) 

“ I am at the barbers, and a copy of Paris Match is offered to me. ON the conver a young Negro in a Fench uniform is saluting with his eyes uplifted, probably fixed on the a fold of the tricolour. All this is the meaning of a picture. But whether naively or not, I see very well what it signifieds to me: That frances is a great Empire, that all her sons, without any colour discrimination, faithfull serve under her flag and that there is no better answer to the detratctors of an alleged colonialism thank the zeal shown by this Negro serving his so call oppressors”

1. Signifier: Picuture. (Young Black Saluting) 
2. Signified: 

2nd Order

Signifier: Image of Black Soldier 
Signified: Patriotism 

-Critiqueing ideological discourse, image reinforces colonial ideology

Myth: Grand stories that society rests upon

Ronald Barthes 
Mythologies: 1957 

Myth, as Barthes uses the the term, means things used as signs to communicate a social and political message about the world. The message always involves  the distortion or forgetting of alternative messages, so that myth appears to be simple true, rather than one of a number of different meanings. 

-Lets think critically about what we see here. 

Critiques of  Semiotics 
-Saussure focused only on languag and restricted his analysis to the denotation
-Semiotic analysis and myth is a highly subjective method 
-The anlysis is restricted to a signle text in isolation; ignoring the media environment 
-Ignores how audiences understand the text
Take one add and writes an essay however, chooses only one image in the magazine which ignores the other pictures that may say the opposite. 
-restricts what the viewer takes away from it, not everyone will read the image in the same way. 

Conclusion 
-Structuralism is a theoretical perpsective which attempts to understand the rules and constrains that make meaing possible. 

-Saussure parted from the linguistic tradition taking a synchronic approach and founding of Semiotics

-Saussure postulated the sign was made up a signifier and signified which had an arbitrary relationship shared through a code. 

Conclusion to Barthes

Barthes extended the work of Saussure moving from denotation to connotation. He sought to unpack and articulate the obvious. 

Barthes saw wo order of signification, the language and the myth 

Myths are culturally bound attitudes and values that make us believe that such a signifier corresponds naturally to this signified

Myths can change and evolve as well, limits relying on the analys (solely) the audience can interpret things for you. 
However the limitations or their political beliefs can limit you 
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Relevant for the exam 

Laughey Chapter 4 sections on: 

- Sassure and Barthes 
-Hall 
-Morley 
-Innis 
-Mchluan

These theorists are important, don’t have to know all. key concepts from the exam
Barlow & Mill s Chapter 11. The centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies 
- 

Exam Question: PolySemy  listen for it in the lecture, look into the readings 
 stuff that can have multiple meanings, can be read in different ways 
 hall notes that text can be read in a polysemic way 

Todays Objective 

Understand the roots of Cultural Studies and its connection to structuralism 

Understand Stuarts Halls Encoding/Decoding model and be able to define the following terms/processes to define the following terms/proceeses 

-Encoding/Decoding 
-Dominant/Negotiated and Oppositiona readings 


Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies 

-The role that media played in society and how it linked to issues of social power
-Drew from sociology, anthropology, feminism 
-Cultural studies as looked down upon 
-Seen as innovative, trademark of this work, its criticala nd radical approach to race, power
-Marxist perspective: things about labour subcultures, the nationwide 
-This research which would question existing social cultures, using marxists critical lense to critique capitalists 
-Interest in class

Stuart Hall (b 1932) 

-Cultural studies founded on a Marxist approach 
-Brough issues of Power ( social, economic, political) into media and communications 
-Draws on the notion of “hegemony” 

Model: seems as a structuralists, bounded system, his work a fusion between semiotics and signs through encoding/ decoding, his ideas of myth 

-Interested in ideology and semiotics 
-Approached it from a Marxist perspective, ideology plays a massive role 
-Class struggle is ongoing 

Various means of production: material, cultural means 

Hall wanted to bring struggle of Material production 
Hall picks up on the idea of homogenity (READ THE DEFINITION FOR 201) **** IMPORTANT CONCEPT

-Homogenity appealing to hall in certain social concepts people accepted the dominant ideology, not done through coercison or force 
-Done through social and cultural leadership 
-Societies are active implicit ways of being ruled over, masses internalize these ideas happens to be these ruels of the ruling class 

Culture of grooling class how this was exprese and internalized through media text …

Barthes: idea of exploring how do the message in the media reinforce dominante ruling ideology 

Unlike old views which injected ideology, focused on the reception process
Audiences do have some critical capabilties: the meaning that the producer has intended, for them to accept or reject these meaninsg 
-links to structuralism 
-Thought leader of cultural studies of approach 
-Brough to the table of power: Whos interestes are being served? 

Encoding/Decoding (the reading) 

Hall argues two processes make up media and communication 

1) Encoding which involves media producers creating texts within specific systems of production 
2) Decoding where audiences read and make sense of those texts 

-Processes are not independent and take places within a specfic social, political environment 
-Hall is interested in the relationship between the moments of encoding and decoding 
 
How can they apply his theory of encoding/decoding to make sense of things

-take from the tradition mass media is structured and they are powerholders
-Marxist interest in politics and power
-Encoding takes place in a specific media systems 
-Halls view to the extreme the idea of media producers is to persuade them of political order (encode explicity or implicity the rule of conventions) 
-Rise of use of gratification theory: take certain pleasures from reading texts, make meaning from these texts, ways in which audiences can make sense of stuff 

Hall wanted to take this perspective beyond the individual level, looking at TV audiences and groups of people opposed to groups of people and how they interpret messages, and how they do so with a political agenda in mind 

Premise of Encoding/Decoding 
· The same event can be encoded in more then one way 
· The messages always contains more than one potential readings over others, but they never become wholly closed around one reading: they remain polysemic (i.e. capable, in principle of a variety of interpretations) 
· Understanding the message is also a problematic practice, however transparent and “natural” it my seem. Messages encoded one way can always be decoded in a different way.

-Referred to books and across the readings: moments of encoding/decoding moments of texts 

Defined moment of encoding: 
-The process of creating these meadia texts 
-The moment of encoding defined: ‘ the institutional practices and organizational conditions and practices of production’ (Corner 1983, 266) 
-All the work done to create these texts 


Defined moment of the text: 
The .. symbolic construction arrangement and perhaps performance .. the Form and content of what is published or broadcast (Corner 1983, 266) 

Defined moment of decoding defined: 
‘the moment of reception (or) consumption .. by .. the reader/hearer/viewer’ which is regarded by most theorists as ‘closer to a form of “construction” than to ‘the passivity .. suggested by the term “reception.” (Corner, 1983, 266) 

-Each of these make reference to moments because of the structuralist perspective, ongoing process within a system as opposed to something which is static 

Moment of decoding

· All meaning is not equal 
· There is a preferred reading 
· Yet there is the potention to be decoded differently 
-Can be found in a linguistic and communicative structure 

-Television messages are created with a preffered meaning (within the message there is a structure polysemy, can be interpreted in different) 
-The extent to which the decoding of images 
-To what exten do the audiences interpret the text with a  dominant reading 

Encoding/Decoding: Halls three Reading Positions
Producer  Encodes meaning 
-dominant 
-negotiated 
-oppositional 

Dominant-Hegemonic-Position 
Readers accepts and reproduces the preffered reading of the text based on the codes of medium and assumptions of social life 

Negotiated Position 
The reader partly shares the texts codes and broadly accepts the preffered reading, but sometimes resists and modifies it in a way whichh reflects theirown position, experiences and interests (local and personal coditions may be seen as exceptions to the general rule) this position involves contradiction 

Oppositional Position 
The reader, whosse situation places them in a directly oppositional relation to the dominant code, understand the preferred reading but does not share the texts codes and rejects this reading, bring to bear an alternative frame of reference (radical, feminisit etc) (e.g when watch a television broadcasted produced on behalf oa political party the normally vote against) 

Ex. Ad -  Viagra Commercial 


David Morley – Nationwide BBC 

Morley tried to add empirical umph to this tv show, very much like a current affairs show 

Theoretical Framework 

· Halls work was conceptual 
· Morely sought to apply the encoding-decoding model to audiences 
· Morley was interested in: to what extent to do interprettaions of television programs vary systematically in relation to socio-cultural background of the viewers 
· He studied the degree of complementarity between the codes of the program Nationwide and the readings of these codes of various socio-cultural groups

Hypothetical positions-

Moreley outlined three hypothetical positions which the read of a TV-program might engage in: 

-Dominant (or ‘hegemonic’ reading: the reader shares the programs ‘code’ (its meaning system of values, attitudes, beliefs and assumptions) and fully accepts the programs ‘preferred reading’

-Negotiated reading: The reader partly shares the programs code and broadly accepts the preferred reading, but modifies it in a way which reflects their position and interests 

-Oppositional (‘counter-hegemonic’) reading: The reader does not share the program codes and rejects ---- 

Fingdings the role of Social Position

Upperclass: found the dominant ideology 

Findings 

-Social class doesn’t always correlate with decoding 
-Categories of the same class have different attitutudes in decodng Nationwide 
-The important of different sub-cultural fromations within the same calss 
-Role of institutions and discourses (age, race,sex); education level and political orientation 
-There are differences within and between groups in  the same category 

Critique: how is he identified and entitled to to tell us what the preferred reading is? 



Limitations of Encoding/Decoding 

Establishing the preferred reading; How do we know when we have found it? 

-attempts to classify both the extent to which an audience accepts the coding of a particular media text (its preferred reading) and the positioning of the audiences response vis-à-vis broader dominant meaning systems (Hodkinson 2011, p. 95) 
-trying to do two things at once with encoding/decoding (should be unpacked) 

Conclusion 

For Hall, where is meaning located? 

While it is the reciever determines meaning (within a framework) thus the location of meaning is located somwhere between the producers who created the text and thus framed or econding meannin in a certain way, and audience who decoded intepreted the text according to their specifc social contexts. 
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Week 6:Lecture 1: Interactionism 


“All the worlds a stage, And alll the men and women merely players”
-William Shakespeare as you lke it

-not just on the stage but we are concious about what is going on backstage as well

Outline for todays class 
Interactionism: What is it? 
Erving Goffman 
-Self presentation 
-Front Stage/Backstage
-Goffman and the media
-Gender display in Advertising 

-the Codes of Gender (film) 
-Discussion 
-End Part 1 

Todays Objectives
· Understand the theoretical interest and approah of ineractionism 
· Understand Erving Goffmans concept of ‘self presenttaion’ and how it relates to media 
· Understand the meaniing of the following terms and how they relate to media 
-Front back stage 
-Dramauturgy 
-Expression impression 
-Conetnionalized gender display 

Interactionism 
Interactionism: a theoretical perspective on the way we, individualyy and in groups, act in our relation to others in specific co-present and mediated environments

1. Human beings act towards things o he basis of the meanings and the thing have for them. (the meanings they have towards us) 
-use an object in which a way in which it has meaning to you 
2. The meaning of such things is derived from or arises out of the social interaction that one has with the fellows ( ibid) 
-symbolic interactionism: 
3. Meanings are handled in and modifed through, and interpretive process used by the person in dealing with the things he encounters (ibid)
-how individuals generate meaning and how individuals selects and forms of what these things mean 

Erving Goffman 

-Born Mannville, Alberta 
-MA and PHD from University of Chicago 
-HErbeter Blumer was teaching at uChicago at the same time as Goffmans studies. 
-Developed a specialised approach for interpersonal and face-toface interaction 
-Conducted some research on media…..

Goffman & Self Presentation 

Dramaturgy – what is it? 

People project images to themselves in a certain ways to percieve a particular way. 
Presentaion of Self Everyday life dedicated to Dramaturgy 

Self Presentation: The dramaturgical techniques deployed by individuals and groups to perform an expression of themselves and others.” (Laughey, 204) 

10 Job Tips 
-trying to manage expressions people have for you, manage impressions, 
-things you can do to send off certain impressions
-expressions can be set off, trying to manage impressions of people 

Difference between Front stage/Backstage 

Goffman sees that the social world is divided between front stage and back stage, front and back components about how we present ourseleves. 

Front Stage/Front region: 
individual to control how they look to others, how they look appear to convey a certain impression. 
-this can change depending on the context 

Celebrities: team behind the majority of celebrities, styling their clothes, doing their makeup, present themselves in a specific way. 
Facebook: applies, the pictures the post themselves: concious effort they post in themselves to present themselves n a certain way. 

Back Satge:
Celebrities without makeup, peoples unhealthy infatatuation with makeup
Celebrities never have the potential to be backstage 

John Galliano fired from Dior 
-fired for making racist comments, clash from frontstage/backstage 
-front stage: top designer for dior 
-back stage comment: a shame on the brand, backstage comments where he then lost his job. 

Front region/Back region & Gaffes 
Ex. 
Tension that you assume anything you say online is public, someone can take a screen shot and post it 
Fired from her job over bitching on a facebook post 

Goffman & Speech Faults 

Speech and interpersonal relations: 

1.Influencies 
2.Sips- freudian slips, inserting the wrong word at time
3.Boners- a stupid mistake 
4.Gaffes- unitentional choice of words

Goffman & Gender Display 

1.Relative size
2.The feminine touch 
3. Function rankings 
4.Family 
5.The ritualization of subordination 
6.Licensed withdrawal



Media & Gender Movie on Mid term: 

Stage Actor: How we are always playing the specific role, we think would be appropriate in the context we are in.
Process whereby we learn to take on specific attributes. 

Sex:biological differencens 

Gender: how we associate ourselves within the categories of culture. 
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Relevant work for this week
Laughey, chapter 5: Goffman – self-preservation
			Labeling theory and moral panics

Exam Composition
· 25 Multiple Choice/ True or False questions
· 2 short answer questions (length will be 1/3 – ½ of a page, lines will be provided below the question – worth 5 marks each

Goffman and Gender Display
1. Relative size
2. Feminine touch
3. Function rankings
4. Family
5. The ritualization of subordination
6. Licensed withdrawal

Movie (continuing from movie shown on Feb. 12)
· Masculinity is defined in relation to femininity – defined by what it is not
· New style of images emerges (where men have non-traditional masculine poses)  shows a chance in culture
· Rise of prominent women power (seen as active, aggressive and in control)
· Breaking and expanding gender code, but still remains “traditional”
· Female body used in a way that doesn’t reflect power, strength and independence
· Highlighting of her sexuality so that audience doesn’t get confused with her powerfulness and are assured of her womanliness
· Body contorted in awkward, vulnerable manner, and presented as subordinate
· Trapped in a code (action films and sports seen as a “manish” arena)
· Still adoption of traditional gender code display – weak and powerless girls
· Advertisers conventionalize our conventions
· Takes what already exists, concentrates it and privileges it in the culture
· Gender displays have a history
· Our ways of seeking, looking and thinking still comes from the past
· Goffman wants us to question what we are told as normal and natural
· Gender displays are authored by someone and we must decide if we participate actively or passively; need to make a choice
· Wants to make what is invisible visible
· Ideas used comes from someone’s imagination (such as co-chairman and co-CEO of Guess clothing, Paul Marciano)\

Conclusion Interactionism
· Critiques of symbolic interactionism
· Disagreement as to the location of meaning
· Where as symbolic interactionism believes that meaning arises out of the interaction between people, critics have asserted that meaning is already established in a person’s psychological make-up
· Yet…symbolic interaction is an important perspective which introduced key concepts to media studies

Folk Devils and Moral Panic
· Understand the work of Stanley Cohen, know and understand terms:
· Moral panic
· Folk devil
· Deviance amplification

Stanley Cohen (b. 1942)
· Born in Johannesburg, South Africa
· PhD from LSE in 1967
· Emeritus professor of sociology at the LSE
· Looks at mods, rockers, and police
· Moral panics proved by groups of people who emerge to become a threat to societal values and interests
· Nature presented in a stylized and stereotypical fashion by the mass media; moral barricades are manned by editors, bishops, experts, etc.

Moral Panics
· Moral threat because it’s a threat to social order, way of life
· Media creates an over reaction from audience – resulting in a panic
· Because media sensationalizes it, makes it bigger than it actually is
· 5 stages:
1) someone or something is defined as a threat to values or interests
2) this threat is depicted in an easily recognized from in the media
3) rapid buildup of a public concern
4) response from authorities or opinion makers
5) the panic recedes or results in social change

Folk Devils
· May be scapegoats for a deeper underlying tension
· “Deviant stereotypes identifying the enemy, the source of threat, selfish, evil wrongdoers who are responsible for the trouble”
· aren’t necessarily deviant
· covered (by media) in a negative light/way
· presented as criminals or with criminal intent
· once a group becomes a folk devil, it’s hard not to be seen/considered in that way (media coverage as folk devil sticks)

Media’s Construction of Folk Devils
1. Exaggeration and distortion (creates moral panic)
2. Prediction (predicts certain things to happen)
3. Symbolization (basic symbols – differences given negative connotations  might be hairstyles, fashion, etc.)

Deviance Amplification
(pg. 93 Key Media Theories book)
· how actions of fold devils or deviant actions are given more media coverage  makes public more concerned because of its prominence in the media
· it’s given more importance
· less tolerance develops for the group
· increased media attention gives rise to numbers of people turning up (coverage makes them think that they are important)
· anticipatory coverage motivated people to come down and show up
· play up roles for the cameras  further amplifies deviance (very much a performance for the media)
· may not have been a big problem before, but has now been because of the media

Critiques of Moral Panic
· keeping in mind proportionality
· too much of a determinist effect on people
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