Chapter 1: What is gender and why do we study it?
Identifying Gender
· Think about when you walk down a street; Can you identify everyone’s gender?
· How do you know their gender?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Has someone’s gender ever been unclear or ambiguous to u
· We believe we are pretty good at gender attribution 
Learning to see Gender
· Seeing gender involves more than just identifying the gender of those around you
· It is revealing the invisible ways in which gender works
· Most of us take gender for granted
· Learn to see gender I the world around us
· Recognize that gender is not just an individual attribute
· Recognize that gender as a social factor that is collectively created and maintained
The Social Construction of Reality
· The social construction of reality helps us to develop gender vision
· The world in which we live in social creation
· Culture provides is with categories for organizing the world, creating “reality”
The Thomas Theorem
· Thomas Theorem: If people define situations as real, they are real in the consequences
· Consider the reality of race in the 19th and 20th century
· Science, and social policy sustained ideologies about biological inferiority of African Americans which is now rejected
· Can you think of an example?
Understanding Social Construction
· Once we understand the ways in which the world is socially constructed, we can:
· Begin to see how the world around us is shaped by those social constructions
· Critically evaluate the cultural categories we use to make sense of the world in which live
Sex or Gender: What is the difference
· Sex: The biological differences between people that we classify as male and female. Traditionally thought of as opposites or binary
· Gender: The attitudes, meanings, beliefs, and behaviours associated with being male or female. Its learned through the process of socialization We typically use masculine and feminine to describe it
· Cisgender: Sex and gender categories match
Problematizing the Sex/ Gender distinction
· Intersexed Individuals
· Born with ambiguous genitalia
· How do we decide who is male and who is female?
· Transgender and Transsexual Individuals
· Transgender has been used as an umbrella term for those who do not fit into normative constructions of sex and gender
· Transsexual used to encompass those who undergo sex reassignment surgery
· Estimated that between 0.3 and 1.7 percent of people lie somewhere between male and female as traditionally understood
The Plurality of Gender
· When we speak of gender, we must speak of masculinities and femininities, plural
· There is no constant universal, or essential experience of gender
· However, within a certain time, context, and life experience, there are hegemonic masculine gender ideals for men and emphasized feminine ideals for women
· Gender varies by place, culture, time, and age, and over a person’s life course. It is also structured and mitigated by other identities, such as race ethnicity, social class, education, sexuality, geography, ability, and religion
Avoid Binary Thinking
· Despite the presence of gender ideals, we mustn’t assume that all men are the same and all women are the same, and men and women are opposites of one another.
· Most men and women fall somewhere in the middle of a gender spectrum, in terms of their beliefs, abilities, traits, and values.
· Differences between us are a result of our social positions
· These positions craft and mold us in gendered ways, leading us to make deceptive distinctions between men and women.
The Politics of Gender
· Gender difference is not solely the property of one’s individual identity we negotiate our gendered identities within and among gendered social institutions- family, schools, the workplace, etc.
· Our gender conformity is rewarded, and our gender nonconformity is labeled as deviant and punished
· Our social institutions reproduce and reify gander differences
· We believe the only way out is through sameness- but it’s a double bid for women. When women succeed as women, they are labeled as incapable of succeeding masculine spheres (military, politics); but when women succeed in masculine spheres, they are labeled as unsuccessful women (less feminine).
Goals of the Couse
· Understand how gender is socially constructed in a global and historical context
· Debunk assumptions about what is normal and abnormal concerning gender

