China and the World

On Monday, Prof talked about China being “the Middle Kingdom” of the time. It was equivalent of what the USA is today (USA is not at the physical center of the world, but certainly at the cultural, military and economic center of the world), as China occupied something of that stature in the 1500s. Though, it was a bit more tenuous, for the Chinese did not dominate the world.  

However, China indeed was the ‘magnet’ of the activities around the world at the time were oriented to. China’s actual power and its actual economic strength in this period, though, lay across the land. Chinese empires lay overwhelmingly land-based throughout all if this period.  To this day China has the largest army in the world (in terms of personnel), which is measurably larger than the American army. 

1400 to about 1750 was China’s period of expansion and military success.  In spite of this success, the expansion was the particular type that perhaps did not go well for the next two hundred and fifty years, continuing up to the very recent past.  

Treasure Fleets: This is a maritime story!
· In 1403, the Ming emperor ordered the construction of the largest naval fleet the world has ever seen. It may be the largest naval fleet in terms of numbers of naval vessels the world has ever seen right up to the present. 
· Hence, between 1404 and 1407, 1681 different vessels were constructed in seaports of southern China. They were mostly Chinese Junks (i.e. Fuchuan). Chinese were the only people in the world who could construct vessels with flat sail. 
· The most memorable ones were the treasure ships. No visual description survived. From description, they were the largest sailing ships human beings had ever built (not as wide; they were 400ft long by 160ft wide). 

· Each one of these expeditions, including several treasures ships and many others, departed to serve diplomatic purpose to “awe” foreign countries into submission (unlike the European voyages which were after conquest, plunder and discovery).
	“You know what? We are going to give you a choice, an offer that you cannot refuse. You can either agree to provide the Chinese emperor with a continuous supply of goods in form of tribute, or money, or gold and silver, or we will just destroy your city!”
· Chinese formed diplomatic contact in form of supremacy, hegemony. 
· On the other hand, the Chinese distributed gifts to foreign countries, and gave trading advantages. 

· These voyages went on for about 3 decades and started to slow down and finally stopped. This was because by the 1500s the Portuguese arrived (though, tributes continued to be paid and there continued private trades). The Portuguese seized everything that they could possibly capture; they especially preyed on Chinese tribute ships. 
· At Beijing a decision to pull out from these maritime expeditions was made (because the Chinese wealth was laid on the land).

· As time passed, trading tended to take less and less the form of legitimate trade and more and more the form of smuggling and even piracy, because the Chinese state, through a series of decrease between 1450 and 1550, gradually limited the freedom of trade with foreigners. 
· Therefore, maritime economy of South East Asia fell more and more into illegal ands.
· This reached a pinnacle with a rise of a Chinese pirate king, Koxinga.  He conquered Taiwan and constructed there an enormous private fleet, which he used for preying on Chinese shipping. Though, he also practised a combination of some legitimate trade. 
· In 1644, the Ming dynasty fell and came the Qing (read Ching) dynasty. The Qing came from Manchuria. The Qing decided in early years of power, that they were going to stop Koxinga and solve the piracy problem.
· They decided that they’d forcibly and entirely depopulate the southern China coast line. They ordered the whole population move 15 miles inland. The government killed those who resisted moving, which number ranges between 100~250 thousand people, and burnt all habitats. 

A different story:
· China lacked silver. They first looked at Japan (they had a huge silver mine). But even the Japanese were not capable of slacking China’s search of silver. At the same time the Spaniards discovered in South America the largest and the richest silver mines on Earth. 
· Within 20 or 30 years after the Spaniards arrived, the site became a city with a huge population (which by early modern standards would have made about the 5th largest city in Europe that had been there).  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Hence, due to this discovery (of silver at where is now Bolivia, South America) the demand for silver from China matched the Western demand for Chinese goods. This created a truly global trade network in human history. 


