China the “Middle Kingdom”

Chinese believed that they lived in the centre of the world. They were correct, in the sense of ranking, sophistication of wealth, and the scale that is “simply unique”.

Scale
· Chine’s physical size at the time was not very exceptional.
· But in population, it was indeed exceptional. A fair guess would have been around a hundred million people (equivalent to that of all European nations collaborated)
· Another element of scale which Chine differs so much from another is the depth of its history. 

Governance
· State ruled China like no other nations would have done at the time:
1. Emperor (Heaven’s Son; he possessed the mandate of heaven)
2. Court
3. Bureaucracy
*By series of very complex, difficult exam one could get into one
*Because the process was so costly, such occupation was greatly restricted to wealthy class
*Were well paid, well organized, etc. 
*Remarkable communication network
		1. Military network: relied on human runners, every 3 miles
		2. Civil network: relied on horseback riders, every __ miles

Wealth
· Marco Polo: “simply enormous”
· Enormous agrarian empire 
· The government collected silver for tax; hence created was enormous demand for silver. That caused the Chinese to trade abroad to obtain silver, first with Japan, then with European countries (just about the time the Europeans discovered “all that” silver in the New World). 
* Europeans quickly noticed that Chinese were only interested in gold or silver. 

Society
· Was a peasants society, meaning most people were tenants. They occupied, and worked the land, but had to pay a lot of money as rents. As everywhere else, the Chinese peasants lived closed to the margin of survival. By the 16th century the population suddenly grew, and people started to live in places that people should not live (there were nowhere else to go). 
· Chinese family structure: all peasants’ society in out period was patriarchal, but the Chinese one was peculiar. Families had to have sons, because they were the only ones that could tend to ancestors’ spirits. They believed that if descendants did poor job of looking after their ancestors, their ancestors would do harm to their collateral line and descending line. This was not an issue for wealthy families, but poor families could not afford that. They often would have had multiple children, but two or three already dead. The last boy surviving could not be sacrificed of poverty, so oftentimes girls became the victims of poverty. They were not starved to death, but were rather put in a situation of malnutrition. Even in the good time the sex ratio of men and women was greatly in equivalent (there would be 90 women to every 100 men). In famine regions, frequently and normally there were half as many males to females. In other words, any surviving women were “greatly claimed”.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The most powerful, and the most productive state on Earth, was not responsible for the death of women. Social tragedy was not unique in China, but it was certainly the scale the society was hiding. 
