Journal #5

Reflect

[bookmark: _GoBack]Media is important in our lives since we are big consumers of it.  We rely on news outlets to learn about things that are happening around in the world. The media can be held as part responsible for stereotypes because it has a lot of power to shape people’s opinions, bias and prejudices. News stories involving Muslims goes beyond punishing the perpetrator but the Muslim community as a whole. Media portrayals of Muslims are often simplistic, inaccurate and focused on violence. This drives stereotypes and irrational fears, which leads to Islamophobia and even bullying. Today whenever people here the word “terrorism”, they automatically relate it to Muslims. 

The news media provide a more drastic coverage of attacks by Muslims than incidents involving non-Muslims. For example, the non-Muslim perpetrator of the Las Vegas strip shooting was labeled mentally ill by the media in other to humanize him. Contrary, when the perpetrator is Muslim, it is immediately labelled as a terrorist attack and they never reference mental illness or interview family members. A study conducted by independent.co.uk, shows that attacks by Muslims receive five times more news coverage than attacks by non-Muslims. Muslims carry out just 12.4% of attacks in the US but received 41.4% of news coverage. 

Stereotypical representations of ethnic minorities in the media have shaped public perception dramatically. For example, Black people are perceived in the media as thugs, ghetto and uneducated. Blacks are only in Disney animal animation movies that reflects negative images of blacks that feeds into the stereotypes like the hyenas in The Lion King. Disney movies shape how a child think of a certain ethnic group at a young age. It forms a child imaginary world and influence the way they think not only immediate but long term. Parents should be cautious with the type of media they expose their children to. Even though, Disney portraits family values, entertainment, and magic deep down, all films carry a message.



Evaluate

I think the best way to raise awareness of stereotypical media representations is to educate people and help them understand that the images that the media portrays of ethic group are not accurate. A media campaign that I am currently following that is doing a great job at spreading awareness and discouraging stereotypes is #NotInMyName. Muslims launch this social media campaign against ISIS in order to decrease or eliminate Muslims stereotypes. Muslims around the world are fighting back using the hashtag #NotInMyName to remind the world that ISIS does not represent their religion. That campaign will help draw a line between the extremist group ISIS and Muslims. The approach they took is great because social media is a great platform to reach people and get a message across. The campaign will help people make a distinction between culture and the religion which are not one and the same. People will then understand that it is not the religion but the culture that permits and perpetuates these suppressive and abusive practices. 



497 words












Reference:
https://mashable.com/2014/09/22/notinmyname-muslims-anti-isis-social-media-campaign/#fxU4xZpPSZqt


https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world-0/terror-attacks-media-coverage-muslim-islamist-white-racism-islamophobia-study-georgia-state-a7820726.html




