SOC 2112 
February 28th 

[bookmark: _GoBack]QUIZ RELATED 

-student mentions the basis of divine right, state of nature, conflict and agreement
-hobbes, locke, rousseau 
-student compare author’s thesis 


2. According to Connell colonialism was a key factor in the development of sociological theory

-mention how colonialism is realted with the dvleoment of the discipline 
-how father of disciple


4. land for rosseau is a source of inequality and is fundamental to understanding what he thinks is good and bad about society, origin of conflict, used in this thesis of the social contract, his point is important for social theory 

next class: March 5 Emile Durkheim (division of labor in society) 
March 7 Emile Durkheim (pdf on suicide, introduction & book 2: chapters 1 & 2) 
	      March 12 Charlotte Perkins (women and economic theory) 

COMTE 

First two parts of course: Modern Sociological Theory & focus on certain issues or difficulties that modern societies were developing through 19th century…modern society was going toward rational society and we would get rid of inequality that previous societies were affected by (reign of reason) but as 19th century process ppl see that there are still inequality and injustices 

Class inequality
Economic Inequality 
Inequality between men and women
Racial inequality (in relation to slavery to US) 

Class, gender and race issues were very present in literature of 19th century 

Key figure in developing new system is August Comte
	-he is the one who invented word “sociology” 
-articulated the ambition of a general social science 
-formulated ideas of relationship between observation and reasoning for social sciences (empirical and logical components) 
-in order to have positive (actual empirically reasoned) understanding of society 
-has been called “positivism” (perspective that comes from Comte, idea of formulating and carrying out scientific study of society through reasoning and empirical observation) 

Positivism (applies to every field of knowledge) 
-when you do science, we are looking for laws 
-according to Comte, in history of knowledge and society, every branch of knowledge goes through 3 phases
	-theological (attributes causes of things to God) 
	-metaphysical (transition between theological and the positive phase, put aside issues of religion and identify great abstract forces such as nature and progress of “Reason”)
	-positive scientific understanding 
-understands phenomena of particular cases in the workings of the great laws of nature (law of gravity and newton, etc) 
-connects observation (see apple falls on head) to general causes or laws and ultimately we want the smallest number of laws possible to explain the greatest number of cases possible 


The simpler branches of knowledge will go through this succession first (theological, metaphysical, positive) and sooner than the more complicated branches 
-Comte thought social sciences/”social physics” is most complicated branch of knowledge 

*GOAL: bring a field of knowledge through the stages and into positivism, this was the goal during the 19th century for social sciences and knowledge about society 


Contrary to what happens in physics or chemistry, human mind is contributes to making the social world and it is very unpredictable. Actions and thoughts are unpredictable and large groups means large amounts of unpredictability. For social scientists/theorists, his makes social world more complicated and inherently more unpredictable than physics.
	-ie. whos going to win next election? Will economy crash? Unable to predict most of social world, this kind uncertainity is unique to social world because human mind is creative and active 



“Theory of Everything” was Comte’s goal
	-Comte wants to be able to explain all aspects of society 
	-“I’m looking at the history of all societies and the history of all branches of knowledge through all human societies” 
	-His main purpose was to create “social physics” “science of society” through positivism and create a general science for society 


Another author who had ambition to provide a theory of everything?
	-Marx has a theory of almost everything
	-“History of all humans until now is the history of class struggle”
	-Class struggle explains any society at any time according to him
	-He tries to explain everything 

Comte on the other hand wants to unify all the branches of knowledge and sciences and identify a few laws 
	-history of sociology through 20th century, there’s a large number of sociologists that work in this perspective that tries to identify social laws that will account for anything and everything 
	-ambition and formulation of this comes from Comte 



Comte identifies two features of research in sociology:

1-statical 
-one way to study something in society is to look at how it functions in a particular situation
	-not how it changes but what it looks like now 
	-morphology, “synchronic analysis” in anthro and linguistics 
	-study society in current or particular state 
2-dynamical 
	-dynamics of event or situation 
	-how things develop or change in society over time 
	-in anthro this is called “diachronic analysis” 
	-why? What impacts? How has it changed? 

ie. Cellphone behaviour in 2019  & organizing observations based on usage, apps, etc is statical? 


THESE two features have assisted so much theorizing and research! 




Took him a dozen years to write and publish his great work “positive philosophy” because of limited funds 
	-this is when science in society became academically relevant and accepted 
	-scientific study of society in university is very recent (second half of 19th century) and this mostly comes from Comte 
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