Classic Midterm #2 Study Notes

AGA Chapter 6: The Olympic Games, 300B.C.: A Reconstruction of a Festival
· The Olympic games always took place after the second full moon of the summer solstice. 
Preparation of the site:
· City state of the Olympic games was Elis. (About 60km from Olympia)
· In the old gymnasion all the athletes go through customary training before they repair Olympia. (had a race track and another track for runners to prepare).
· There were 3 gyms at Elis, one for running, one for boxing and wrestling, one for the younger boys (Council met in the 3rd one “Bouluterion”)
· UP until the market place all the buildings were for athletics. Even the marketplace was used as a hippodrome (horse races).
· Elis was an athletic training town.
· Olympic preparations began 1 year before the Games. 
· 10minths before the games the Hellanodikai (judges) , which were elected by the Eleans would move into the Hellanodikaion. 
· Guardians of the law nomophylakes would intruct the judges on their duties at the olympics.
· There was a council (Olypiake boule) which would supervise the games, this is where athletes would appeal to. 
· Number of judges = 10. 
· There was a sacred truce issued one month before the games to ensure that athlete and spectators could travel safely. 
· The truce was told by a bunch of heralds.
· After the truce was issued, the athletes would gather at Elis for training. In this month before the games, they would train under supervision of the judges. 
· Athletes that arrived late with no proof of being sick, pirates etc, had to pay a fine, if he didn’t play the fine he would be flogged. 
· At the start of the competition, the athletes made an oath saying that they had been doing strict training for the past 10 months. 
· Sometimes spectators came weeks before the games to watch the athletes practice. 
· Drawing of lots probably took place at Olympia. 
· The stadium, which had wheat growing on it had to be cleared. 
· Had to dig up the surface of the track with hand picks and sprinkle it with water then compacted with rollers to make a smooth surface. 
· The pit (skamma) was dug up right before those competitions. 
· White soil was applied to the ground for lanes.
· Starting gate was a hysplex 2 during 300BC
· Before departing elis, the judges gather the athletes and tell them: “If you have worked to be worthy of going to Olympia, if you have done nothing infolent or ignorable then take heart and march on; but those who have not so trained may leave and go wherever they like. 
· They marched during the night of August 6. They arrived at Olympia the morning of the 7th. 
· Before they reach Olympia they stop at a fountain Piera where the Hellanodikai undergo purification (sprinkled with the blood of a pig and washed with water)
· THE GAMES ARE A RELIGIOUS FESTIVAL AT THE CORE. 
The Festival:
· Plato stayed with some strangers and told them he wasn’t the real Plato. They liked him a lot, when they went to Athens to visit him they asked to be taken to the real Plato. He said: “I am that man”.
· When they burn all the animals as sacrifice, there is a lot of commotion, people chirping one another, poets reading and historians reading out their writings. 
· Poets and sculptures came to the games to showcase their art to get a commissions from the athletes. 
· Morning of the 7th at Olympia: the Hellanodikai (judges) go to the council house (bouleuterion) with the athletes to determine their age and administer the oath
· They look at your father, uncle etc and they establish and age even after this, an 18 or 18 year old may be so fit that they must compete in the (Andres) men category.
· They also certified the age of the horses. 
· Sometimes the Horses would try to fuck the Bronze statues of the horses in Atlis (temple of Zues).
· IN the Bouleuterion there is a menacing statue of Zues with 2 thunderbolts, this is where the athletes make their final oath, swearing on flesh of wild boars to “Do nothing evil against the Olympic games”.
· The trumpeter and the Herald are the first events, take place near the entrance on an altar. The remainder of the day is used for sight seeing and making sacrifices.

· Dawn Aug 8: a procession would start at the Prythaneion (where the sacred flame burns), the priests and judges lead this procession, they marched to 68 different altars in the Atlis (stoped at an altar for averting flies).
· At the hippodrome, the trumpeter blasts his horn, people gather, as the competitiors and their horses pass, ther herald announces his name, fathers name and his native city state.
· Tethrippon (4 horse chariot) is the first event (geared to aristocracy).
· Horseback race is 2nd (Keles), 2 horse chariot is 3rd (synoris). Finally there was a 4 foal race (tethrippon polikon).

· After the horse races, the attention shifted to the stadion for the foot races. 
· First was the pentathalon. Don’t know how the winner is decided but they are given a ribbon to tie around their head and a palm branch
· The herald would annoince his name and he would make a victory lap. 
· Two brothers from Rhodes (Akousilaos and Damagetos) won in boxing and pankration. During thei victory lap they walked around the stasion with their father on their shoulders. The crowd began to cheer and a Spartan shouted to the father: “die now Diagoras! You will never be happier.” 
· The pentathlon concluded with first day of competition and in the evening the victors would celebrate and stage parties for their friends.
· Aug 8 probably ended with sacrfices to Pelops at his shrine. Pelops is an early cult figure.
· The night of August 8-9 represented the first full moon. The great sacrifice at the altar of Zeus happened.
· The morning of the 9th there was a great procession led by the priests and judges followed by the athletes and ambassadors of the various city states. 
· Ambassadors brought extravagant things to entertain the guests at Olympia. 
· Central element was the 100 oxen that were brought for the sacrifice to Zeus.
· The animals would be taken to the great altar, slaughtered and then their thighs were taken to the altar and burned.
· The rest of the meat was roasted and given to the crowd.
· Boy competition was held separate from the men. 

August 10:
· The gymnikos agon was done on this day. 
· Competititors went to Atlis first and then to the stadium. 
· They passed 12 bronze statues of Zues and Zanes. 
· Zanes were statues paid for by the fines of athletes who cheated (served as a reminder not to cheat or try to take bribes to throw a match).
· The judges enter first and cross the stadium, sit at Hallenodikaion (only permanent seating). 
· There were several committees of hellanodikai, which each where responsible for different events. As the event were going on those committees would judge and the others would sit.
· Judges could not enter then horse races because of favouritism. 
· Athletes enter the tunnel and wait for their names to be called. Once called they enter the stadium. 
· 1st race is the dolichos (long distance)
· 2nd is the stadion (winner gets the games named after him).
· Stadion run in 2 heats, winners of each had a run off. 
· 3rd is the diaulos (double stadion)
· After the diaulos there is an intermission in which the skamma is prepared for the heavy events. 
· Pairs of these athletes were chosen sometime before the event. Probably at the stadium (harder to “fix” the pairs).
· For drawing: the athletes stood in a circle with the judge at the middle. Slaves with whips stood next to the athlete to make sure they didn’t look at their rock before everyone else.The athletes drew a stone out of the vase with a letter of the alphabet. 
· 1st of the heavy events was wrestling. 
· Sequence could be changed if an athlete was enetered in 2 events.
· Keras of Argos won: so strong he could tear off the hoof of a bull struggling to get away.
· 2nd event was boxing
· 3rd event was pankration
· last event of the games were hoplitodromos (race in armour).
· End of august 10, the athletes clean up and leave. 
· The losers leave early sometimes.
· August 11 is the final day of the festival. This is when the winners of each event gets their Olive crown outside the Temple of Zeus. 
· The crown must be cut with a golden sickle by a boy whos parents are still alive. 
· The crowns are the ultimate proof of victory. 
· Winners get perks like free meals. Statues made. Names were placed into the offical register for victors. 
· The real prize lies in the victory itself.
· Olympic festival ends with a victory dinner given by the Eleans to the newly crowned victors.
· Spectators look for carriages and try to beat the traffic home. 

AGA: Chapter 7 The Money Games
· Big difference between these games and the money games is that the prizes at the money (chrematitic games) were cash or something that could be converted to cash.
· Athletes are most proud of their stephanitic victories but also boast about their chrematitic ones.
· Games sponsored by religious sanctuaries are like the stephanitic games wrt to their environment, but have big prizes and there was no sacred truce even though the games were international. 
The Askelopeia
· Women were allowed in the sanctuary of Askelopeia. 
· The sanctuary operated on a private basis, opening when people needed it.
· We don’t know if women were allowed to take part in the festival or procession before the games. 
· Animals were sacrificed and eaten in the temple.
· The important competitions were the gymnikos agon (nude competition) and musikos agon.
· No evidence of horse racing. Music competitions took place in the theater. 
· Stadion, pankration and pentathalon. 
· The best seats were near one end of the track.
· Skamma was probably located infront of the best seats. 
· Athletes entered through a tunnel.
The Panathenaia:
· Games were held at sanctuaries and every city state in Greece.
· Many were local and not important but some were just below the stephanitic games.
· Athenian Panathenaia, honours Athena.
· Games were originially held every year and only open to Athenians. (Lesser)
· In 566/5 they were held every 4 years and open to all Gks (Greater Panathenaia)
· Events: gymnikos agon, hippikos, mousikos. (like Delphi)
· Mouskios: kithatra, aulos singers, kithara players, aulos players. (men and boys)
· Prizes took the forms of cash and included prizes for 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th.
· The total worth of prizes in the musical section is about a couple million dollars alone.
· Only running event was the stadion, there was the pentathalon, pale, pyx and pankration. (paides, ageneioi and Andres).
· Each victor got a number of amophoras filled with oil. 
· Amophoras always had a picture of Athena on one side.
· There was a full program of equestrian events.
· Prize system awards prizes based on a scale of evaluated victories.
· Stephanitic, everyone gets a crown.
· The owner of the victorious horses at the panathenaia walked away with the most money.
· A group of 10 prize producers (athlothetai) were selected from a lot. They were responsible for organization, making vases, gathering oil, and presenting prizes.
· They were fed for a month before the competition.
· Date on the amphora represents the date which the oil was collected.
· Locker room near the tunnel.

· Athens also hosted annual athletic events for citizens or citizens to be. (only)
· Prizes are smaller than the greater panathenaia. Some victors aren’t individual but groups.
· Some events had a military bias. 
· Winner of akon throwing from horse has a target, so must be for accuracy.
· Javelins don’t have a throwing loop.
· Thre is also a military ballet.
· Cost of production was borne by a citizen sponsor.
· Euandria: beautiful manliness competition.
· Winners of this were the most beautiful. 
· There was a torch race, torch had to be kept burning. Torch out = DQ.
· Winner gets a hydria. (water jar)
· Torch race was a smbolic act celebrating Athens as a civic entity. 
· Flame symbolizes life (why we still do it today). Starts at Olympia.
· There was a boat race (50km). 200 free meals for the winning boat.
· The events of the civil panathenaic games displayed prep for military service.
· Winner of tribal team events got a sacrifical oxen, which was eaten together, role of athletics in building bonds in community.
The Eleutheria:
· In honour of Zues. 
· Only citizens of Larissa allowed. 
· Regular competitions, no musical. Literary comps were there. 
· Competitions of herald an trumpet. 
· Torch race (boys), cavalry marksmanship, charge, infantry charge, etcs. 
· All competitions had individual winners rather than team winners.
· Larissa was famous for its horses.
· No standard horse races BUT torch race on horseback, also the bull chase on horseback. 
· Bull chase: chase the bull on horseback to tire them out, go next to it, jump on its back, choke it out until legs flail in air.
· Civic athletics are more concerned with the particular needs of the polis than international comps. 
The Karneia:
· Held at Sparta. 
· Children replaced from their homes and put into communal training centres. 
· They had a strong military. 
· The most important events were the Hyakinthia and Karneia, sacred to Apollo.
· Karneia included many events in hippilos and mousikos agons. 
· Gymnikos Agon: diaulos, long distance dolichos. Makros (long than dolichos). Pente dolichos (5x dolichos) emphasis on long distance races)
· Pentathalon included wrestling. (event had a special place of honour)
· Spartans quit boxing and pankration because opponent had to aknowledge defeat and makes them seem cowardice. 
· No evidence of Spartans winning boxing at panhellenic sites.
· Spartans did not like boxing or pankration.
· They practiced a variation of these two in the sphaireis (ball players) kinda like rugby.
· Plantanistas: (plane tree grove) took place on a sort of island, tried to push the opposing team off the hill. No ball, fight to get others off. Bite and gouge eyes allowed.
· Competition of youths trying to steal cheese while other whipped them. Sometimes the boys would get whipped to death because they rather die than admit defeat in front of family. Statue would be put up in honour of them. 
Spartan games are more violent than others. Comps had a military aspect. 

Chapter 8: Women and Athletics

· Womans place in the Gk world was in the home. 
· Hetaira: a companion, woman that is more sophisticated than housewives.
· A krater with 3 women standing around a basin is a beauty parlor.
· Women swimming on vases is not athletic competition. 
· Women of marriable age cant attend Olympic games (exception os priestess of Demeter Chamyne
· Kallipateria was the only woman to expose herself at the Olympics without being killed. Dressed as a trainer then when her son won she exposed herself. Because there were so many Olympic victors in her fam and she was a widow they let her live. 
· After her all trainers had to go in the nude.
· Atalanta was a woman who competed at the games. Trained as a boy her whole life. Depicted as WHITE SKIN and wears a LOIN CLOTH on vases.
· Overtime she has more of a costume look. 
· Atalanta: no interest in marrying but many wanted to marry her. Announced she would marry the man that could beat her in a footrace and kill the ones that couldn’t.  Hippomanes beat her by distracting her with apples.
· Women could and did win Olympic victories. 
· Kyniska of Sparta is the first female Olympic victor. Won the 4 horse chariot (did not compete directly) (need to be wealthy).
· Other wome won horse races but none won the gymnikos agon.
· Hermesianax at Delphi won on behalf of his daughters.
· Spartan women trained hard, Lykourgos said “strong er children come from parent who are both strong”
· Spartans had footraces for women.
Best known competition for women is the Hera (held at Olympia).
· Foot race for virgins of different ages.
· Hair hangs loose, tunic to a little above knee, right shoulder bare to the breast. 
· Use Olympic stadium but 1/6th length.
· Crown of olives to winner and cow for Hera
· 16 women arrange everything.(go through same ritual as judges for Olympics)
· Games took place at different time than Olympics for men.
For both men and women the center of Olympic training was Elis.
· Women athletics did exist. Shrine for Hippodameia.
· Dorian women are women with loose morals (Spartan women are most Doric)
· Phainomerides “thigh showers”
· Sanctuary of Brauronian Artemis was a strickly femal cult centers where girls went through initiation ceremonies. There is a wrestling school for girls there.

· Even in Athens womens athletics played a role in society. 
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