The readings
Session 1: Antiquity: pp. 7-12
Session 2: Pre-Islam, Islam, The rightly guided ones: pp 12-25
Session 3: Ummayyads: pp. 25-32 +pp. 59-79 + pp. 158 – 166
Session 4: Abbassids: pp. 32-37 + pp. 46-58 (language)
Session 5: Andalus: pp. 41-43 + pp. 176-179 + pp. 189-195
Ibn arabi: pp. 176-179
Session 6: chapter 5: pp.83 – 97”The Arab Muslim World”
Session 7: chapter 13: pp 209-230 “The ottoman Empire” & chapter 14: pp 231-248 “Ottoman Societies” 
Arabic culture
Semites are not only Jewish people or Jewish culture but rather arabs and Phoenicians
Pre – Islam
Jirji zidan – dark ages:before islam; renaissance: after islam
The prestige and aesthetics of Quran 
Pp 20-21 ...quotess on originality of the quran
Around 620 prophet Muhammad leaves mecca to madina – hijra
Around 630 prophet Muhammad conquers mecca
Islam and teaching of Muhammad
Politician, sage , warrior
Imru Al Qays – prince or king – famous poet
Pg 13 and p 49 poetry is diwan of arabs, their register.  Walid: poetry was their almanac
Antara
His fame: antara bin shaddad was born in the 6th century. He was black, and he brought himself from slavery to be respected because he was famous poet and a warrior. He later became a folk hero (p. 196). In the 19th century the legend of antara captured European imagination. Antara’s poems were published in Wilhem Ahlwardts The Diwans of the six ancient Arabic Poets ( London, 1870). In 1898 the French painter Etienne Dinet published his translation of a 13th century epic Arab peom Antar. This text not written by him but rather about him.
Suspended poems:
One of his best poems is among the suspended Odes, Moalagat. The suspended Odes of The hanging peoms, the traditional explanation being that these poems were hung on or in the Kabah at Mecca.
A.J. Arberry, The Seven Odes: London 1957
The Arab Poet after Islam
The Madman, the Poet, The Prophet and the Demon (Satan) – poetry is a word of a human, the quran is the word of Allah and can therefore not be compared to a mere human. In pre-islamic Arabia they believed the words of poets came from a demonistic being and so when the prophet came with the quran they automatically assumed that the words came from a demon and not from God. In pre-islamic Arabia poets were considered a threat because they were individual and could influence the way people think. 
Assassinated Poets
Praise of the Prophet, then of Caliph
Umayyad Era ( roughly around 660-750)
Pre and post Islamic culture: Nomads(Bedouins) Vs. City Dwellers(hadar)
Uthman and the Great Schism p.25
Sunnis and Shia(followers of Ali). Kharijis- say the leader should be chosen by the community and that anyone could be chosen. Ali and his successors: Opposition and Martyrdom. P.29-31: the three trends (sunni, shia or khariji).
Ummayads
p.25-26: As of the reign of the caliph Mouawiya, “power was in the hands of a family, known from an ancestor, Umayya, As that of the Umayyads.”
p.26: the capital moved to Damascus easier to control new lands provided surplus needed to maintain a court.
Hereditary monarchy, byzantine model
p.26: the empire expanded: western India (Oxus valley), north Africa and Spain. The rulers are city people, wary of tribal claims.
p.27: the rulers maintained the irrigation, cultivation systems in newly conquered countries, architecture, administration.
Hybridization of Islam
p.28: Jerusalem and the dome of the rock – is a holy place for Muslims, ummayads were keen to consolidate their spiritual power and thats why the also centred in Jerusalem.
p.29: Weakening of Ummayads. Growth of Iraqi cities. Role of non arabs, particularly Persians.
Romans destroy everything and build roman things. Alexander the Great conquers and rule but the administration in the country and rules remain the same. Muslim leaders followed this way and let the language and rules of the country remain the same. 
Al-Hassan Al Basri – Alem From Umayyad Era 9642-728 C.E)
· Born in medina in 642 C.E [during the reign of the 2nd caliph- which was Umar bin khattab]
· Both his parents were slaves. His father,  a wealthy Persian landlord, became prisoner of war and a slave, when the Arabs conquered Iraq. 
· By the age of 15, after memorising the quran, Al-hassan moved to basrah, Iraq in 656 C.E. He studied jurisprudence, Hadith, and Arabic.
Sufism-Theology- rationalism
· When al-hassan started to teach in the mosque of Bassrah, he used to focus on life after death; on the vanity of the worldy life, which always ends with death – death was an important topic because it was a very emotionally effective but his teaching wasn’t about making people frightened but rather to allow people to have a moral code.
· Fear of death and god
· He also taught ascetism [major origins of Sufism which is the spiritual dimension of Islam- basically leading poor life (not rich but not extremely poor either) and leaving behind worldly items in order to be more spiritually closer] in his cenacle at home. His speeches were always highly moving
· Al Hassan was one of the most knowledgeable people on jurisprudence [ history of the application of law – deals with actual judgments and verdicts and studying them in order to take them for further reference] and the lawful and unlawful acts
· He was also a predecessor of Sufism, mystic Islam
· Among his students, was the founder of Mutazilism (rationalism) – when early Islam started to produce a body of sciences – philosophy with a rational twist is Mutazilism
· Adepts of both free will doctrine and of predestination doctrine claim him as theirs
· Al Hassan al bassri frequently advised rulers and governors
· He was close friend of the ummayad caliph – omar ibn abdilazziz
· But was often in the “opposition”
· Al Hassan used to severly criticize the harsh policies of al hajaj, the Umayyad ruler of Iraq
Some of al Hassan's sayings
· “Son of Adam, you are no more than a few days. Whenever a day passes, a part of you has gone.”
· “Son of Adam, never please anybody if this entails the Wrath of Allah. Never obey anybody if this entails disobedience to Allah.”
· “The believer performs the acts of worship, all the while feeling fear, in fright and anxiety. The Fajr....”
Abbasids ( 749 – 1258) [ about 750  1250]
Historical highlights
· Golden age of the golden age
· Translations from greek – reconciliation of greek philosophy and Arabic thought
· Opulence, described in the Arabian nights, particularly at the time of Haroon Al Rashid
· “Aaron the just”: zenith of the Abbasid caliphate
· In 782 Haroon, while his father was still caliph, was the leader of expiditions against the byzantine empire, reaching the Bosporus, opposite Constantinople
· His minister and advisors came from the Persian family of Barmakids, who largely controlled the empire
· Around 800, the Barmakids were desposed. Haroon executed his friend and minister Jaafar
· Intrigues between Arab group and Persian group in court
· After Rashid, tensions arose between Arab soldiers and Persian soldiers
· Beginning of the rise of Turkish troops 
Abbasid society
· Magnificent cities
·  Prosperity: agriculture and trade
· Greek translations
Haroon al Rashid (786-809) 
· Greatest caliph
· Warrior  - use to wage wars in neighbouring areas to enlarge his kingdom
· Pious
· International respect – friends with European (Charlemagne) and Chinese emperors, haroon gave Charlemagne a clock and it was the first time a European king has seen such a sophisticated intricate complex clock. In general haroon and Charlemagne kept exchanging gifts.
· Palaces
· Arabian nights
Haroon used to travel with his chess set and was an avid chess player, it is also said that haroon used to play chess by correspondence with the byzantine emperor and when the byzantine emperor was losing insulted haroon and haroon waged war against him. 
Al Rashid had his mint and they made their own dinar/dirhem and also the economy was very important to the Abbasid society. 
Abbasid builders
· The capital of the Abbasid empire moved from Baghdad to samarra where he built the samarra mosque which was huge almost 10 acres of land
· Abbasid palace – actually a school (Madrassa) – one of the large architectural projects build by Abbasid
· Madrassa mustanseriya – named after one of the last caliphs of the Abbasid empire after he built it
Ibn Sina (Avicenna) – great master/ doctor/ philosopher/ professor of medical science 
· the brain, the eye, the bone structure – he had detailed images
· also wrote psychology – wrote a book about the soul (compendium on the soul)
· Avicenna was invited by a king who had a son that was ill – then Avicenna told a man to ask a name to recite the names of the provinces while he checked the pulse and then he did it for the cities, then the streets, then the big families in that particular city – then Avicenna cured the man by telling the father that the son was in love with a lady from this city and this province and this street  and this family. 
· Doctor, medicine professor and philosopher
· Minister (vizier for many kings, either theoretically suzerains of the abbassid caliph or independent)
· Personal physician for many kings
· His famous book on medicine: al shifaa [book of healing] and al canoon [ canon of medicine]
· As late as the 17th century, his canon of medicine was taught in medical schools of france
· Diagnosis
· Massage
· Exercise, food, sleep
Al Andalus
· Tareq ibn ziad – lead the 1st armies who crossed the sea and conquer spain
Historical timeline
· 200 bce – 400 = roman
· 400-711 = Visigoth
· 711-1031 = muslim
· 1031 – 1492 = muslim/ Christian
· 1492-1700 = habsburgs
· 1700 – present = bourbons
· 1808 – 1814 – napoleons invasion
· 1931-1939 = republican spain
· 1939 – 1975 = 
2 waves in muslim conquest in Hispania
1- Berbers – led by tariq in 7u. Shepherd and farmers from the north African mountains. Settled in the north, south of Pyrenees.
2- Arabs – led by muza in 712. Many important personages from medina families. Settled in the cities in the south (Granada, Seville and cordoba
For periods in history of andalus
1- 711 – 756 – emirate dependent on Damascus. Governors appointed by the governor of north America cordoba becomes the seat of government.
2- 756-912 – independent emirate under the umayyads. The Abbasids overthrow the umayyads in Damascus and move the capital to Baghdad. Abdulrahman, grandson of depose caliph, lands in al andulus and in 755 is proclaimed emir in cordoba; his mother was a berber
3- 912-1031 golden age: caliphate of cordoba proclaimed by abdulrahman great mosque
4- 1031-1492 kingdoms of taifas 
Three great rulers
· Abdulrahman falcon
· Abdulrahman
· Al manzor
Al hambra
· Mirror symmetry
· The walls have mosaics with translational symmetry
· Rotational symmetry
· Built by religious empire, created by richest most intellectually powered empire in the world
Abbasid decline – Arab disunity
· it became weak because many of the Arab states were bound to the Abbasid only formally or theoritcally and sometimes not even
· andulus separate under Umayyad rule 756
· later: separations in west and east
· zanj [black] rebellion 869 – 883 – not all people involved are black but others that feel discriminated against, one of the major consequences of this rebellion was the emergence of turk soldiers and managed to become sultans
· independent kingdoms vs. Sultanates
· destruction of Baghdad and empire by Mongols 1250s
· caliphate becomes only spiritual
Independent north Africa
· aghlabids
Crusader attacks
Salah dine
· figure of the general who is important wise and fearful and patient
· tolerance
· knightly curtsey:  model of knight
· warrior but also diplomat
· Jerusalem for three faiths
· Jewish community back

Home assignment 
Hand in oct 5th -- four pages double spaced TMR font 12
Answer one
1 - Based on your readings pp 12-25 and your class notes describe at least 2 reasons that made Arabic language a major political and cultural factor in pre Islamic and early Islamic arab society
2 - Compare the roles of the wise person, the poet and the Alem in arab societies, before and after the emergence of Islam. 
Exam


