PO 217 Chapter 2 

Qualitative vs Quantitative

Behavioural Revolution – With the use of computers, quantitative methods overshadowed qualitative. 
Empirical Research is based on observation and interpretation and includes 2 distinct traditions.
1. Quantitative – seeks to understand political life through the study of  a large quantity or number of cases. 
· A Case is a single unit which could be individuals, legislatures, organizations, court decisions, or whatever the unit of interest may be. 
· Tends to have greater breadth than depth
· How much, how often, how many?
· Often associated with positivism
2. Qualitative – Emphasis on quality or detail
· Thorough study of small cases. 
· Less structured than quantitative.
· Conditions, norms, values.
· Often associated with interpretivism. 

3 Misconceptions Between the Two Models
· No research topic is inherently qualitative or quantitative. 
· Specific methodologies do not belong solely to one tradition or the other.
· Although analysts are likely to develop certain preferences to one of the methods, they do not have to purely be one or the other. 

Ultimate Objective 
The object of most quantitative analyses is to produce widely applicable results. Qualitative studies aim to shed intense light on specific context. 
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Approach to Reality
Nature submits to the method in quantitative research, but the method is more likely to submit to nature in qualitative research. 
· For these reasons, quantitative research is often described as being harder than qualitative.
· Quantitative is commonly viewed nearer to the physical (“hard”) sciences than to the (“Soft) arts-or humanities focused brand of qualitative research.

Quantitative analyses tend to apply existing theories to the data at hand in order to deduce patterns among pre-defined variables.

Data Format
Quantitative analysis deals in numbers and qualitative research does not. 

Summary 
One advantage to the quantitative approach is that the large size of the group studied allows us to make generalizations from the sample to a larger unit, such as society as a whole. 
Quantitative is seen as more objective than qualitative research. 
Qualitative allows for a richer understanding of the political phenomena being studied.
If one wishes to develop generalizations that are broad in scope, the quantitative approach may be more appropriate. If one desires a greater understanding of the phenomena at question, the qualitative approach is better.

Trustworthy Research 
Using quantitative methods, their research must achieve three standards of accuracy: validity, reliability, and objectivity. 
Using qualitative methods, particularly postmodernists and other relativists, all explanations of social life are constructed and subjective; thus, no universal “proof” or “truthfulness” can be applied. 



Authenticity 
To have integrity or authenticity, qualitative research must provide a tenable, believable depiction of the subject under study.

Portability 

Precision





 
