1020E Linguistic Anthropology 2012
Entire Term’s Notes

Main Ideas
1. Language is unique to humans
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Language has developed alone with evolution as a species
3. Language is essential to out development of knowledge, technology, society, and survival

- Communication vs. Language
	- ex. The dance of the honeybee (p.89-91)
	- All animals use communication.  It is very limited
	- Only humans have language

- Design features of language (p.101-105)
	- Vocal-auditory channel – can just talk while other things would disadvantage this move
	- Duality of patterning
		- Putting sounds together to get words with meanings
- Finite number of meaningless sounds gives way to an infinite number of words/meanings
	- Productivity
	- Displacement – not in our immediate context
		- Past, possibilities, memories, future, not real
	- Reflexiveness – can talk about out own language with our language

- Human characteristics related to evolution of language
	- 2-3 million years ago
		- Bipedalism
		- Use of tools
		- Brain size increased
		- Performance for vocal-auditory channel
	- 50,000-70,000 years ago
		- Duality of patterning
		- Invention of symbols
		- Productivity (can talk about anything)
		- Syntax (sentence structure)

Polygenesis: merging different ways of languages at different times

- Mark Pagel:  How has language transformed society? (video@3:19)
	- Human capacity for social learning gave us an advantage over other species
	- Language evolved us to solve the crisis of visual theft
	- Language is a piece of social technology for enhancing the benefits of cooperation

- What is unique about human language?
	- Not all language is verbal or oral
	- Human language uses a combination of verbal and nonverbal communication
		- Gestures 
		- Posture
		- Facial expressions
- Nonverbal types
	- Human communicative gestures that are independent of culture and language, universal 
		- Not learned, haven’t been socialized yet
			- Scream, cry, and cough
	- Gestures and vocalizations that are culturally and linguistically variable
		- Learned and “quotable”

- Verbal:
	Paralanguage: goes around the language – modification – how you say it
		- Volume
		- Pitch
		- Speed
		- Tone of voice
		- Voice quality (breathy, strong, bold, weak)

Combining verbal and nonverbal communication:
	- Lying and lie detector – how can you tell?
		- Paul Ekman studies micro expressions 
- If nonverbal and verbal communications do not match = lying

Language Acquisition
Main ideas
1. Humans are the only species to acquire language
2. All healthy/normal humans acquire at least one language effortlessly

Sign Languages
	- Who uses sign language?
		- Deaf and impaired and those that want to talk to them
		- Chimps
		- People in loud places
	- Sign languages are full languages with the same design features of oral language
		- Hand shape, direction, positions, movement = words
		- Has its own type of grammar
		- Change over time
		- Varies by age and place
		- Facial expressions are crucial

Language
- How do humans learn to speak?
- Is language acquisition innate or dependant on the social environment?
- What are the connections between cognitive ability and linguistic ability?
- What does it mean to “know” a language?

Recall: Washoe the chimp with sign language, and Genie the wild child
- Connection between cognitive and linguistic ability?
- Genie could still learn language to some extent at the age of 14, but she was limited (critical stage hypothesis)
	- Humans need human interaction to learn language fully
	- Cognitive development and linguistic development are connected to some extent
	- Chimps can be taught to be communicative with humans but do not have a full language

Multilingualism:  The ability to communicate in more than one language – active or passive
	- There are more multilingual speakers than monolingual speakers in the world today

Active:  understand, speak it, spontaneously use it
Passive:  understand it but can’t spontaneously use it

Code-Switching:  Going back and forth, not modifying words or structures (English with friends, 
Arabic with parents)
Code-Mixing:  Modifying pronunciation or word structure.  (suffix of one language onto prefix 
of another)

	Why?
	- Inclusion – include people that don’t understand other languages
	- Easier, convenience, not fully fluent, stylistic

How and why do languages change?
	- Languages always change and they always have
	- We cannot stop language change
	- Difference and change does not mean bad
		- Change does not mean degradation
		 - Use it as a tool for different purposes
	- Changes in language are usually systematic
		- Rule based and regular

Linguistic Anthropologists describe the ways people talk, and explain how any differences are meaningful.

- Describing sounds
	- Voice vs. Voiceless
		- Vibration (or not) of vocal chords
	- Consonants and vowels
		- Consonants restrict the air flow
	-Phonetics
		- International phonetic alphabet (IPA)
			- wit vs. whit 
			- nuz vs. njuz
	- Phonology
		-Phoneme:  Smallest meaningful unit of sound 
			- bat, sat, mat
			- If you change a phony then the word meaning changes

Variation and change in language
- Linguistic variation (rural south-western Ontario)
	- By social difference
	- By region
	- By context
- Varieties of a language
	- Often have a distinct phonology
- Linguistic change
	- Occurs over a long time
	- Spreads to all speakers
	- Systematic

Word and sentence structure
Morphology:  the study of the structure of words and relationships between word parts
Morpheme:  Smallest meaningful unit of grammar
	- Free morpheme: Love
	- Bound morpheme: Lovely, unloved, loving

How do words get constructed?
Affixation – prefixes and suffixes
		- Can change the word class or meaning
			- reorder, untie, overcook, privatize, washable
		- Can indicate grammatical relationships
			- computers, smartest, given

How do words change their meanings? 
Internal processes
1. Invention
2. Semantic Shift
- burger 	ham 	burger
			chicken
			vegi
- Problem/issue: use them as if they mean the same thing
	3.  Variations spread through the population
		- Dude – used to be used for city guys going to the rural places and not knowing
what to do, now just used on any random casual person
External Processes 
1. Borrowing single words
- moccasin, burrito, yogurt, and many more
- English borrowed words from other languages to describe things
- Over time people don’t realize it was a borrowed word
	2.  Semantic domains
- A series of words that are related
			- Lieutenant, conquest
			- Office, department (French)
			- Beef, pork, veal



What motivates language to change?
	- Multilingualism
		- Influence and link into each other
	- Language contact
		 - Doing business, trade, tourism
	- Creativity and distinction
		- People want to be different and want to speak in a different way

Constructing sentences: Syntax
	- Meaning depends on word order
	- Every language has rules in grammar for how words can combine
		- Active vs. passive construction 
(He wrote the essay. vs. The essay was written by him)
		- Questions vs. statements vs. commands
		(Mary saw the moose.  The moose saw Mary.)
			- Same words but different order = different meaning

Putting sentences together: Discourse
	- Sequence of sentences or utterances
	- Largest unit for study of language
		- Story, conversation, speech, etc.
	- Language in use, in context
	- Linguistic anthropologists often focus on discourse

We need to study structure to be able to identify and describe variations and changes in a systematic way.

Processes of Language change and reconstruction
- We can classify languages according to patterns and common ancestors
- Changes in language are related to other change in a population

Variation in human languages today
* 6900+ living languages 
- Great variation in distribution of languages
	- Mandarin: 845 million speakers
	- 133 languages have less that 10 speakers
	- Papua New Guinea has 6 million speaks and 830 languages
	- North Korea: 24 million speakers, 1 language

Classification: 2 Ways
1. Genetic classification by language family
2. Linguistic classification by type





Language families
	- All languages descended form a single ancestor
	- “mothers” and “daughters”
	- Examples: 
		Indo European > Latin > Romance
			- Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, French, Romanian
		Indo European > Germanic
			- English, German, Dutch, Afrikaans, Danish

1.  Reconstruction of Language Families
How do we determine if 2 or more languages are related or part od the same family?
1. Look for words that look/sound the same and have similar meaning
- Potential cognates indicate common ancestor
2. Look for sound changes that happen consistently in the same environment
- Sound changes are regular

Processes of change
	Weakening
	Voiced > voiceless at end of word syllable
	Voiceless > voiced between two vowels
	Stops > Fricatives (p, t, k > f, th, h)

	Deletion
	Chocolate > “choclate"
	Vegetables > “vegtable”
	Surprise > “suprise"
	Cotton, mountain > Con, moun

 2.  Linguistic classification by type
	Related languages share similar properties.
- Morphology

- Syntax
	- SOV (Subject-Object-Verb) word order: Korean, Japanese
	- SOV word order: English, French, Mandarin
	*6 different types

Reconstruction of Ancestral Homelands
	Did group x live in area y?
	Where did group x migrate to?
	Were groups x and z in contact?

Holistic approach of anthropology compares various types of data to answer
	-Linguistics, Archaeology, Biological, Cultural

How might the languages we speak change in the furture?

How is language used to accomplish social goals?
	Dialects and styles

Main Ideas
1. Language is a set of resources we have that helps us accomplish social goals
2. We acquire and develop linguistic resources through interactions with other speakers

Social goals??
- Constructing or performing identities
- Establishing and maintaining social distinctions
- Expressing solidarity, shared viewpoints
- Expressing emotions
- Communicating information
- Influencing behaviour of others

How do we “use” language to do this?
- Choosing what to say and how
	- Using linguistic resources
- Building on the talk of others
	- Reinforcing, challenging, repeating, responding

What are linguistic resources?
	- The languages, dialects, varieties, and styles we are competent in 
- Various ways of speaking that we can adopt

Languages
	 - Mother tongue – learn two or so languages equally
	- Official languages – the one that is recognized, the one that education takes place in

Linguistic resources
	Dialects and Varieties
Dialect:  Mutually intelligible varieties of a single language - identified by region 
		Ex. Canadian English, Australian English, Scottish English
Variety:  A subdivision of a language related to a place or community
		Ex. African American English, Urban adolescent, Pauli Stan Portuguese, Legalese
Style:  Variations in linguistic expression according to context or situation
		Such as:
		- Phonological (Pronunciation)
			- I have to go to work. I have to go duh work.
		- Lexical (word choice)
			- poo vs. stool
		- Syntax (grammar) 
- In conclusion, we have seen that there are different ways... vs. So those are different ways to…

	- Styles combine phonological, lexical, and grammatical choices
	- Linguistic styles can work with other expressions of style
For simplification, you can think of it like a hierarchy: 
Language  dialect style
So a language (English) has several dialects based on a place or region (Scottish, Canadian, Australian) and within any dialect there are several styles that a speaker can choose to use depending on the context (hip hop style with friends; standard-formal when writing an essay; baby talk when talking to an infant; poetic style with rhyming and metaphors when reciting a poem like we saw in that video of the guy reciting "Thinking about you"). 
Variety can be used to describe any of these if you want to be general, or inclusive (referring to this language and that dialect as those varieties) or if you don't know whether two ways of speaking are different dialects or two separate languages. Variety is a more general term. 

How do we acquire linguistic resources?
	Through interactions.
	- Social groups, school, religious institutions, public communication, media, workplace

Using linguistic resources
	- Code switching
		- Barak Obama (video)
		- Mitt Romey (video)
	- Stylistic borrowing

People have different sets of linguistic resources.  Not everyone is equally competent.  


This is not just about other people, it’s about you and I.  Think about how you/I use language.

Ethnography of Communication
Main Ideas
1. “Knowing” a language means knowing how to use it appropriately
2. We can study

Communicative Competence
- Social goals are accomplished jointly through talk in interaction
- Appropriately producing and interpreting utterances and being able to interact successfully with speakers

Acquiring and evaluating communicative competence
Speech community: a group sharing specific roles for speaking and interpreting speech of at least one speech variety

Ethnography:  a description/study of a culture

- Systematic description of a speech event
- Includes contextual aspects
- Identifies patterns, structures, variations

Context is important in understanding/interpreting.  Asking questions gives detailed descriptions.
Verbal Art, Performance, and Performativity (No chapter in the book on this)
Main Ideas:
- Everything we say is a form of social action
	- Language not only describes our world, it helps to create it
	- Identity is a process of repeatedly and continuously doing, not a state of being
	- Performances of verbal art help change or maintain social relationships


Performativity:  Saying is doing
- Speech Act Theory (John Austin)
Performatives
- Speech acts are commonly taken to include such acts as promising, ordering, greeting, warning, inviting and congratulating.
- Utterances that do something to change the state of things in the world or have a real effect
- “Felicitous” performatives depend on authority of a speaker and appropriate context of utterance
	- Where is something happens, it counts.  Not like actors in a movie.
		- Priest announcing marriage
		- Declaring a winner
		- Judge pronouncing guilt and jail sentence

Performativity: Identity
- Judith Butler: Gender is a continuous performance that we repeat throughout our lives
- We are socialized to act based on gender divisions
- Identity is a process of continuously doing, not a state of being

Performance:  A display of verbal skills and communicative competence for an audience that evaluates the performers. (Richard Bauman)

Verbal Art:  Pays attention to how something is said, rehearsed, for an audience that evaluates the performer.
	- Introduction, announcement of opening and closing
	- Special style or variety
	- Patterns of tempo, stress, pitch
	- Expressive gestures or movements
- Jokes, poems, acting, verbal duels, story telling

Speech Play:  Language games, not practised, just emerges into conversation, spontaneous
	- Puns, one-liners

Audience as Co-performers:  
- The audience may interact and participate (interaction with an audience enhances performance)
- They way they evaluate changes hoe the performance is given
- Reaction tells you what they think
Analyzing verbal art: Ethno poetics
- Study and analysis of verbal art and oral performance from a linguistic and anthropological approach.  
	- Does it have to be done a certain way, who is the audience
Variations in performance:
	- Individual competence, style
	- Deliberate transformations
	- Multiple interpretations
	ex. Brave new voices – Thinking about you: Mike (youtube video)

The power of Verbal Art
	- Performances can have the power to transform things
	- Can create reactions: emotional or physical
		- Revolutions, wars
	- Performances can strengthen existing hierarchies and social relationships
		- The Cinderella Story


How do we use language to unite and divide people?  
Main Ideas:
1. Language ideologies affect perceptions of self and others
2. Language is used to create social inequalities, reproduce them, or challenge them

What is an ideology?
- Attitudes, beliefs, opinions, theories about the way the world works and the way it should work
	- Includes value judgements “is this right?”
	- Learned as the “natural” way of things
		- It’s how it’s always been, it’s how we do it
		- Need to start questioning - why? How’d this become the way?

What are language ideologies?
	- Beliefs and theories about the way language works
		- French is romantic, English is business
		- Immersion school is the best way to become bilingual
	- Ideas or opinions about what is “good” or “bad” language
		- Improper to use slang or swear words
		- Quebec people should only ever speak French
	- Attitudes or beliefs about people based on their way of speaking
		- People who speak many languages are smarter

What are the values?
Where are they coming from?
Why are they saying that?

	- Are always about more than language
		- Cultural identity, moral values, political interests, social stereotypes
	- Almost always serve the interests of a specific social or cultural group
	- Connect forms of talk with social structures
	- Are mostly unconscious – Don’t pay attention to/ recognize ideologies

Indexing
Index:  A sign that points to its referent objects through direct connection or co-occurrence in the same context
	“Where there’s smoke there’s fire” (if there is this, then it means that)
	“A trilled r means you are Scottish”
Certain ways of speaking categorize into groups

Indexicality: Connecting ways of speaking to categories of people
	- Language can index social relations, values, identities, etc.
	- The meaning assigned to a certain way of speaking varies across groups or cultures 

Stereotypes and how they work through indexicality
	- We all recognize and identify them – Shared knowledge (even if you disagree with it)

Indexicality: The Process
1. A particular aspect of speech is selected as meaningful, noticeable
2. A certain meaning is associated with that aspect of speech with positive or negative values
3. Positive or negative values attributed to the speakers
Example: “first world problems” criticize the higher class and forces you to think about 3rd world countries

*Ideologies and indexicalities play a role in how language is used to unite and divide people
	- unite into “groups” and divide groups to include or exclude people


Identity, Gender, Race, and Ethnicity
How do we use language in these situations?
1. Race, gender, and ethnicity are invented by society
2. Racism, sexism, and other identity-based prejudices are realities that we experience
3. Language plays an important role in creating, representing, and challenging social categories based on gender, race and ethnicity

Identity: A process of continuous repeated performances
	- We have multiple identities
	- Identities emerge and shift in interactions
	- The human tendency to categorize (people) usually results in inequalities

Gender: An Assigned status
	- This is an identity that we learn to perform
	- Not a biological category
	- Are there differences in language use dependant on gender?  Not in English…
		- More differences based on individuals, class, social power, style, context

Race and Racism
	- There is no genetic or biological basis for racial categories
	- Genetic traits vary individually, not in clusters
	- Genetic traits vary gradually along a continuum 
	- There is little genetic variation among humans despite superficial observable differences 
in appearance

- Scientists are part of their social context so early scientists tried to find evidence for racial difference 	
- Biological “race” becomes an excuse for institutional inequalities, makes them seem natural
- Race is an idea created by society to further certain political and economical goals

Race: Not based on biology, but social construct; an invented idea
Racism: Is something real that we experience

- Race is used to justify and mask class-based inequalities (slavery)
- Social classification maintains the dominance of the whites/elites while others are recruited for labour

Ethnicity
· Identity based on common culture

Culture
· Socially acquired, shared ways of doing things and understanding the world

Ethnicity vs. Race
· Ethnic differences tolerated or celebrated
· Can be changed, overcome, over time
· Racial differences treated as problematic
· Unchanging, something that is set

Performing Ethnic and Racialized Identities
· Race and ethnicity often combined
· A distinctive ethnic dialect is not necessary for formation of an ethnic identity
Ex. Cambodian high school students in San Francisco 
· Has a different style/variety of English language, while still representing the Cambodian ethnicity

Language ideologies and linguistic categories unite individuals into groups.  They divide groups in order to exclude or include.  People make use of racial, ethnic or gendered ways of speaking to perform their own identities





Standard and Non-Standard Language
How do we use language to unite ad divide people?

Main Ideas
1. Non-Standard varieties of language are not bad or deficient
2. The selection of a variety of language to be the standard is always tied to social and political hierarchies
3. Standard language always indexes power

Defining Standard Language
· Standardization of language is recent (300 years ago)
· Standardization of language began with the development of nation-states
· 200-300 years ago
· Standardizing language facilitated
· Administration
· Documentation
· Dissemination of information
· Education
· Nation Building 

Standardizing a Language: Writing
· Writing and literacy allows mass communication
· Writing “preserves” language
· Literacy slows down processes of language change
· Changes in attitudes towards language

Diglossia
· High (Written) vs. Low (Spoken)
· Authority, religious, formal, job vs. informal, spoken, everyday 

Diglossia with Written and Spoken Varieties
Standard (written) French
· “ne…pas” for negatives
· nous =we
· “C’est le seule chose que nous ne faisons pas”

Non-Standard (spoken) French
· omits “ne” for negative
· on= one/wes
· “C’est le suele chose qu’on fait pas”

Standardizing a Language: Dictionaries
Dictionaries contain information about:
· meaning
· spelling
· standard and colloquial usage
· origins of words
· grammatical classes

Standard  Language and Language Ideologies
often > do you pronounce the [t] ?
which is right/wrong?  Who uses which?

What is Standard English?
In Canada it would be what you read in the newspaper, textbook, public information, hear on the news, public signs.  Whose variety is this representing?  Urban Ontarians?

· Trousers > pants
· Children > kids

Defining Non-Standard Language
What linguistic features are considered non-standard?
· Slang
· Taboo words, “swear” words, profanity
· Short forms, abbreviations, contractions, acronyms
· Some grammatical constructions
· Some pronunciations
· Language varieties used by a specific group of stigmatized people
· People who peak English as a second language (non native engligh) still have a trace of their own language

Using standard language to unite and divide people
· Standardization of one variety of a language results in inequalities
· Standard represents the variety spoken by the dominant group in society and helps maintain their dominance
· Standardization is connected to particular language ideologies
· Standard and non-standard varieties index certain kinds of identity

Be aware of the way language is used to categorize people and to mark their identities, including your own.

How does language affect the way we think?
1. Meaning emerges through the interaction of culture, cognition (thinking), and categorization
2. Language influences the way we understand and act in the world
3. All languages have equal capacity to express everything speakers need to say

- Can we think without language??

Categorization
· Categories help us generalize based on similarities and differences
· Categories help us filter what to pay attention to
Cognition
· The process of thinking
· Involves the ability to categorize
· Judge whether something is a member of a category or not

Linguistic Determinism (in text book)
Sapir-Whorf hypothesis
· Language determines how we perceive and think about the world
· Not true since people can be multilingual and that would confuse and conflict with this hypothesis

Linguistic Relativity
· The grammatical distinctions, vocabulary and sentence structure of the language(s) we speak influence how we perceive and think about the world
· Language guides us to pay attention to some features and ignore others
· Speakers of different languages live in different “worlds”
· Every language is equally capable of expressing everything speakers need to say

Noun Classes
In Dyirbal (Northern Australia), there are 4 noun classes with corresponding suffixes
1 men, most animate objects (-1 or –ul)
2 women, water, fire, violence, exceptional animals (an or –un)
3 edible fruit and vegetables (-am or –um)
4 miscellaneous (-a or –u)

How are these categories made??
There is no natural category.  This shows us a connection that you must know something about the culture in order to understand the language.  Otherwise you won’t understand the categories since they are all arbitrary.  

Language, Thought, Culture
Which comes first?  Does culture force us to create language?  Or do we think it and make our surroundings based on it? 

Connections between Language and Culture
· Simultaneous acquisition of language and culture
· Variations in individual experiences lead to unequal linguistic and cultural knowledge

Do speakers of different languages have different worldviews?
· People interpret words a different way based on their views

Colour
· All have the same capacity to see colours, but how we label them is to do with linguistics
· [red, green, blue, yellow, etc.] or [light & dark] or [black, white & red]



Kinship
Distinctions among kin terms based on:
· Gender
· Bother/sister, aunt/uncle, mom/dad
· Generation
· Son/daughter, grandson/granddaughter, great-grandfather/great-grandmother
· Blood; biology
· Sister/step-sister, mother/mother-in-law, brother/step-brother
· Status: previous, current, future
· Wife/ex-wife, husband/financé

Directionals: indicate position or direction of something in relation to speaker or other referent
· 2 types
1.  Relative to Speaker
          - Up/down, left/right, front/back
2.  Absolute
          - north, east, south west
          - seaward/mountainward, or uphill/downhill

Language does not absolutely determine our thoughts, but language does influence how we interpret the world and divide it up.



How can we apply linguistic anthropology?

Professional applications of linguistic anthropology
1. Language planning
2. Language revitalization
a. Endangered language: definition – very few who speak it, limited use, nobody is learning it as a first language, it will not survive in its full capacity
b. Causes of language endangerment?
i. Small communities
· People dying, diseases, migration, or anything else that affects the population
ii. Language shift
· People become bilingual because the need it to succeed, and then use the new one more, leaving the other behind
iii. Political policies that discourage certain languages 
c. Need for revitalization
i. Language is tied up with cultural identity – speaking your ancestor’s language makes a stronger authenticity
· Language is valued
ii. When a language is lost, the cultural knowledge is lost too.
· Certain expressions and the way people see the world are often different with each language
Anthropologists assist revitalization efforts by:
· Working with (indigenous) communities
· Writing grammars and dictionaries
· Collecting language materials
· Documenting language use (oral, written)
· Advising on language teaching

3. Translation and interpretation
4. Intercultural communication
5. Communication technologies

Everyday application of linguistic anthropology
1. Building awareness of what’s going on around us with a critical look 
2. Having the ability to talk about language with more of an analytical skill
3. Develop an appreciation for other cultures linguistics
4. Take note of issues that surround us everywhere

5. Big ideas from linguistic anthropology:
a. Language is an essential part of what makes us human
b. All living languages are always changing
c. People use language to accomplish both practical and social goods
d. What is appropriate (“good” or “bad”) language depend on culture and context
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