Week 11: The Mad Hero, Malory 120 – 309, Sir Tristram & Sir Gareth 

· Friedrich Nietzsche (1844 – 1900)
· Myth – Story set in a remote past about the gods, sense of allegorical application, remoteness, entities beyond the human
· Legend – Can be about remote, distant figures, but are generally figurative stories about human or semi-divine figures 
· German philosopher.  Studied most the works of Schopenhauer 
· Schopenhauer – Misanthropic, misogynistic, neurotic etc. – Saw himself as mentally medieval 
· Nietzsche saw Schopenhauer as the ideal man, idolized him
· Worked as a philologist – study of languages 
· Saw himself throughout his life as an isolated and embattled individual
· Ultimately dissolved into insanity (most likely) through the increasing effects of Syphilis
· Ubermensch (The Overman) – “The will to power”  
· Binary system in the world of Master and Slaves
· The Master as always leading the world forward, forcing the slave into submission
· “The Love of Fate” 
· “God is dead” – Argued that the idea of God as central to human existence and life should be put aside 
· Madness in the Middle Ages – Claire Trenery & Peregrine Horden 
· Modern day: Loss of self, fall into chaos, abnormal, stigmatized 
· Medieval terms: Wod/Le Fol – Madness generally associated with going into the woods (Solitary, dissociated from society, wild) 
· Common trope - Some artifact changes the persons perception of the world 
· For most medieval heroes this is – Love 
· Elements to consider for causing madness: (Often working together) 
· Dreams – Diet affects dreams that cause madness 
· Psychological madness – Overthinking on morbid possibilities, focusing on possible bad outcomes etc. 
· Possession by evil spirit or demon
· Divine Providence 
· Three types/forms of Madness: Frenzy, Mania, Melancholy 
· Three types/options for the Mad: Mad Sinner, Unholy Wild man, Holy Wild man
· Three Medieval figures most referenced in terms of Madness
· Lancelot
· Tristram
· Don Quijote
· Reads medieval romances and they drive him made, he dons a pot and other kitchen utensils as armor and attempts to win the love on the daughter of a nearby lord through various misadventures (i.e. taking on a windmill) 
· Marjory Kempe – Reimagined herself into the story of the brith of Christ 
· Imagines herself as the one who realizes that Christ needs a diaper
· “Gift of Tears” – Mystic gift. Loud shrieking, tears, outbursts, wailing, etc. 
· Malory – Romance or Novel? 
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