Week 10 – Malory Pg. 3 – 119 

· Sir Winston Churchill “It is all true, or it ought to be” 
· Historians see Arthur as the fundamental historicizing foundation of Britain 
· Sir Thomas Malory according to British online library
· Repeatedly begging for prayers for mercy 
· Repeatedly spent time in prison, lived a life of crime? (Political charges? Adultery over rape?)  
· A Gang leader – Exploited breakdown of law and leadership in the time 
· Fought on the side of Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick (King-maker) as one of his senior lieutenants
· Died 14th March 1471 
· 1453 – Fall of Constantinople and the Byzantium empire 
· Loss of large trade routes 
· Huge reconstruction of the world 
· Le Morte Darthur – From conception to death of King Arthur and the construction of the Knights of the Round Table – Written in a layout like a romance 
· First copy of the Arthurian legend in English that is in Prose 
· Geoffrey of Monmouth – Wrote a version of the Arthurian text (In Latin) 
· Chronicle of the history of Arthur 
· Le Chretien de Troyes – Wrote the French sources of Arthurian text
· Malory writes this material sometimes using multiple Arthurian sources and sometimes relying heavily on just one 
· All Arthurian legends originate from/in Wales 
· Neanius – Earliest reference to Arthur (516 – 537) 
· Large disjunction of when things occurred and when our accounts of them were written down
· Gawain – Used as a figure of what not to do in Malory
· Medieval/Chivalric romance – Not about love
· Tripartic structure – Integration of an establishing society, Disintegration a member of the society leaves on a journey/quests, Reintegration a return to society
· Always vernacular, written in the language of the nation
· Romances are stories of individuals, w/ importance of Providence (Christian figures, Chance, Coincidence, Uncertainty, Usually a positive outcome) 
· Usually meant to be read to an audience for entertainment (?) (Generally have a high moral tone)
· Narrative structure, picaresque structure (Narrative with no need for a beginning, middle, and end) – A whole lot of adventures one after the other 
· Generally, involve high aristocracy but are available to be read by middle class
· Often include supernatural & magical elements
· Explicitly fictional elements 
· Pas d’armes – Lots of duels, jousting, etc. 
· Highly Christian 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]



Manuscript timeline
· 1469 – Manuscript 
· 1471 – Malory dies
· 1485 – William Caxton gets the manuscript and creates a printed book of 21 books and 507 chapters (Reprinted 1498) 
· Wynkyn de Worde reprints it in 1529 
· 1816 – Reprint, starts off romantic reconfiguration of Arthurian legends. 
· 1934 – Walter Oakeshott at Winchester College finds an early manuscript copy of Malory (One of the versions Caxton used?)  Winchester manuscript
· 1959 – Vinaver – Trimmed it down to 8 books 
· (Reprints means alterations) 

Timeline of Course Works 
· 300-600 – Gods & Legends, Around the time Arthur would have lived if he existed
· 1000 – Beowulf written, Events of Egil’s saga take place
· 1200 – Marie de France’s Lais 
· 1230-40 – Egil’s Saga written
· 1469 – Le Morte Darthur is finished 
