Week 9: Anti-Hero, Egil’s Saga, Robin Hood 

Anti-Hero 
· Neil Cartlidge 
· Morally ambivalent heroes 
· Uncanny, Socially destructive 
· Robin Hood 
· Next to no chance there is one real Robin Hood (A Nickname?)
· A Robin Hood is an outlaw, someone unknown (i.e. John Doe) 
· Hue & Cry – Ringing church bells to compel townspeople to chase a criminal (Murderer, Robber, etc.) 
· Fundamental characteristics: Outlaw, connected to the forest, Subversive, Has a broad support network 
· Robin Hood’s band  Acts as the audience, gives a sense of audience engagement with the text
· Imaginative persistence 

· Cracking the Code of the Anti-hero
· Charismatic anti-hero
· Social desirability, success, humor, physically good-looking etc.  Looking like a typical hero but not necessarily acting like one 
· The Anti-hero needs time  Repeated, continuous exposure will create level of faith/trust in the character 
· Under-dog, a level of vulnerability
· The Anti-hero in Popular Culture
· The Dark Triad 
· Psychopathy
· Narcissism
· Machiavellianism 
· The ‘Fast life Strategy’ 

· Anti-heroes: Is there a goodness of purpose?
· Confused heroics, ‘Noble cause corruption’
· There are no good choices for the anti-heroes; a choice between two wrongs

Real Life figures
· Olaf Tryggvason (960s – 1000)    (Stories about him are just as likely to be fiction as fact)
· Child slave, Commander in Rus’ army in Kiev, Raider and adventurer
· Marries twice, a Wendish queen and later a Viking princess 
· United many Norwegian regions as King
· Third wife tried to stab him on his wedding night
· Tried to convert everyone to Christianity
· Fourth and final marriage ends in his death in a sea battle 
· No heirs but may have had two sons 
· Harald Finehair/Fairhair 
· King of Norway from 885/890 – 932

· Snorri Sturluson 
· From Egil’s line 
· Grew up w/ fathers in financial and legal struggles Fostered, got a great education 
· Married very rich woman and acquired great wealth and land and became richest man in Iceland
· Was a Chieftain and Became Lawspeaker at the Althing for 12 years
·  Wrote Prose Edda, Heimskringla, etc. 
· 

Egil & Beowulf: Complex heroes 
· 
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