Week 6 – The mythic hero, Fee’s Gods, Heroes & Kings, Religious figures

Part A – The Mythic Hero
· Stephen Fry – Heroes 
· Flawed
· Overcome imperfections
· See ourselves in them
· “Beguiling”
· Importance of Narrative 

Part B – Fee’s Gods, Heroes & Kings
· Only worry about the mythology referring to British heroes 
· Two Pantheons
· Celtic-Irish
· Germanic-Norse 
· British, Celts, Romans, Anglo-Saxons (500-700), Christianity
· Norse gods give us the days of the week – i.e. Thors-day 
· Saturday, Sunday, Monday come from Saturn, Sun and Moon
· Most of the material we have of Germanic and Norse mythology is from Iceland (That’s where it got written down – 13th century) 
· Icelanders were Norse, left Norway in the 10th century when Norse king embraced Christianity (Year 1000) 
· Christian vs. Pagan & Syncretism 
· Covering Pagan alters with alters to Christian gods to convert over generations 
· Oral/Literate – Transitional literacy 
· Oral-formulaic theory – oral narrative 
· Anglo-Saxon beasts of battle – Wolf, Raven, 
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Part C - Religious figures – Jesus & Muhammed 
· Religious figures can be configured into the monomyth 
· Muhammed (570 – 632) – Orphan – Fits into the notion of Lost Child hero


