Week 5 – Joseph Campbell & the hero myth, Beowulf, Charlemagne

Part A: Joseph Campbell & the Hero myth 

· Connection between the hero and the nation 
· Every story will always have elements of the monomyth 
· Women often shape-shift in monomyth
· 

Part B: Beowulf 

· Hrothgar – full of wise advice
· Beowulf returns to his king, Hygelac, and gives more detail than is originally described during the battle. 
· He also discusses the politics of Hrothgar’s court 
· Beowulf as a young man who is as wise as is usually saved for older men/people
· Beowulf is very passive, only really active in his fight with Grendel’s mother
· All the fights leave questions over what actually occurs, physical strength vs. intelligence
· Manuscript: British Library – Cotton Vitellius A XV 
· 1731 - Ashburnham house, the original home of the manuscript – burned down 
· Written around 1000, mostly a collection of monster tales
· Constant feature is the repeated digression into elements of history 
· Beowulf doesn’t really follow the monomyth 
· Beowulf – Hero or Zero? Not always entirely clear 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]

Part C: Charlemagne 

· 



Short Online Assignment 4 
The Dragon and Beowulf as mirrors of each other? 
Grendel and Beowulf as mirrors of each other? 
