Week 4: Heroism Science, Beowulf, Anglo-Saxon figures

Part A Heroism Science
· Heroism and heroic acts require some degree of acknowledgement
· Initiation  Ritual 
· Thomas Carlyle “Great man” theory of history
· The entirety of history can be condensed to the deeds of a few great men 
· Hero gene/part of your DNA? heroism as the result of nurture?

Part B Beowulf 
· Don’t need to remember minor characters 
· Beowulf – Heroic but without virtuous intentions? 
· Coming to aid for his own interest in violence and honor
· Heroic moments:
· Killing of Grendel - Beowulf
· Killing of Grendel’s mom - Beowulf
· Killing of Dragon - Beowulf
· Wiglaf remaining to help kill the dragon
· Beowulf’s companions 
· Slaying of sea monsters – Beowulf 
· Beowulf & Breca’s race + sea monsters 
· Nearly all heroic moments involve masculine actions of violence and death 
· Beowulf as peace-weaver in the same way women/marriages are used 
· Beowulf’s characterization
· Physical strength – Super-human 
· Decisive 
· Noble
· Great lineage 
· Subtlety of language, understanding of decorum
· Confident
· Honorable
· Powerful
· Pride
· Humility? Service to others?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Do you have to be intelligent to be a hero?
· Characteristics are common amongst nearly all epic heroes 
· Other Epic hero figures: Aeneas, Gilgamesh, El Cid, Roland  All their actions assist in building a nation
· Hero vs. Monster – Grendel shares some of the same characteristics as Beowulf -Mirrors for each other
· Grendel – Race of Cain 
· Christianity 
· Danes as Noble Pagans – Not Christians because Christianity had not become available to them 
· 

Part C Anglo-Saxon Figures
· King Alfred (the great) c. 871 - 899
· Very rich, defended very successfully against the Vikings 
· St. Guthlac c. 674 – 714 
· Very successful warrior until a vision at age of 24 told him to leave and become a hermit to became a ‘Miles Christi’ (Warrior for Christ)
· 


