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The social world:
· Me and my inner circle
· Local organizations and community
· National organizations, institutions, and ethnic subcultures
· Society
· Global community 

Comparing the social sciences:
All study aspects of human behaviour and social life, but each has a different focus:
· Cultural anthropology - the culture or way of life of a society
· Psychology - individual behaviour and mental processes
· Political science - government systems and power
· Economics - economic conditions and how people organize, produce, and distribute goods
· Sociology - human interactions, groups, and social structure 

What is sociology?
The systematic study of human groups and their interactions

Sociological Perspective - the unique way of viewing the world; dissects the dynamic relationships between individuals and the larger social network in which we all live

C. Wright Mills
· The Sociological Imagination: 
· Developing an appreciation of how individual challenges are influenced by larger social forces 
· The awareness between one’s self and the broader social world around them
· Personal troubles result from individual challenges
· Social issues are caused by larger social factors 
· The ‘trick’ is in understanding how these personal troubles may be due to larger social issues

Quality of mind - refers to one’s ability to look beyond personal circumstance and into social context 
· Individual biography meets societal history 

Peter Berger
· Seeing the general in the particular is the ability to look at seemingly unique (particular) events and then recognizing the larger (general) features involved 
· Think about what is familiar and see it as strange 

What makes you, you?
Agency - refers to the idea that each of us has, to some extent, the ability to alter our socially constructed lives
Structure - is the network of relatively stable opportunities and constraints influencing our individual behaviours
· Both agency and structure have played a role in our lives

Engaging your sociological imagination 
· Our perception of ourselves and others are the products of many factors, for example:
1. Minority status
2. Gender
3. Socioeconomic status 
4. Family structure 
5. Urban-rural differences 

The Origins of Sociology
The scientific revolution: 1650-1800
· Sociology was born out of the industrial revolution 
Auguste Comte (the father of sociology)
· Hard science should be applied to the social world 
· Coined the phrase sociology in 1838 

Positivism and Anti-Positivism
Positivism - a theoretical approach that considers all understanding to be based on science
1. There exists an objective knowable reality
2. Singular explanation
3. Value-free
Anti-Positivism - a theoretical approach that considers knowledge and understanding to be the result of human subjectivity
· Rejects each of the positivist assumptions 

Sociology in Canada								
1. Geography and Regionalism 
a. Ability to survive overtime
a. Role of regionalism
1. Political Economy
b. Clement - had an interest in the interactions of politics, government and the social and cultural constitution of markets, institutions and actors 
1. Canadianization Movement 
c. Influenced by American sociology
c. Started in the 70s
1. Radical Nature 
d. Greater focus on macrosociology as well as feminist ideas
d. Criminology, law, international development, gender studies, and more all branch out of sociology

Sociology in a Global Perspective 
· Looking beyond our own boundaries to consider the dynamic forces of globalization 
· Globalization is a worldwide process involving the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services
· Capitalism as a defining feature of the global economy 

Levels of Analysis
· Levels of Analysis: size of the social groups being considered, from the smallest to the largest
· Understanding sociology requires understanding multiple levels of analysis
· Picture levels of analysis in our social environment as an interconnected series of small groups, organizations, institutions, and societies
· Important question: how do the levels connect or conflict with one another? 
· There is a tremendous amount of conflict within our society today
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Theory and our Everyday Life
Theory - is a set of interrelated propositions, constructed and fitting together logically, which claims to explain one or more aspects of the world around us 

Why is it important?
· Explanations can be described as the stories we tell each other in attempts to product some order in our lives
· Theories outline paths that lead to particular outcomes; they allow us to feel that we know why something happened, and whether it is likely to occur again 

Aspects of a Good Theory?
· Logically sound
· Conflicting positions
· Sensitizing ability to see what has been ignored 
· Popularity
· Popularity does not mean validity 

How do we Evaluate a Theory?
· Scope
· The range of phenomena that a theory can explain
· Accuracy
· Does the theory match empirical reality
· Parsimony - the simplest explanation is the most correct explanation
· Can the theory be falsified 
· All theories need to be falsified in some way 
· Tautology - circular reasoning (need to avoid this)

The Birth of Sociology
· August Comte (1798-1857)
· Conservatives challenged the enlightenment, believing that society is not the product of individuals, rather an entity in itself
1. Society exists on its own
2. Society produces the individual (society produces us not vise versa)
3. Individuals simply fill positions
4. Smallest uni of social analysis is the family
5. Parts of society are interrelated and interdependent
6. Change is a threat
7. Social institutions are beneficial
8. Modern social changes create fear and anxiety
9. Emphasis on seemingly irrational factors
10. Return to social hierarchies and healthy competition 
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Radical Feminism 
· Main explanatory concept is patriarchy 
· Inequality has biological roots in sexual violence
· Women can be controlled and forcibly impregnated 
· Men are socialized to be sexually aggressive 
· Sexual aggression is supported by peer groups 
· Main focus is on violence against women and the effects of sexual abuse on women’s criminality 

Dorothy Smith
· The Everyday World as Problematic 
· Everyday world contains different experiences and thus sees it as the starting point of inquiry 
· Standpoint-preserves the presence of the subject as an active and experiencing person 
· Argues that women occupy certain niche positions in society and that in organizations women have different perspectives and views of what is going on
· Women are treated differently in the workplace than men

Bell Hooks 
· Black feminist thought
· Rarely recognized black women as separate from black men 
· Are seen differently, experience things differently 
· Criticized feminist theorizing that automatically positions households as places of patriarchal oppression for women 
· Hook argues against universal assumptions about women’s experiences 

Post-Structuralism 
· Concerned with how knowledge is socially produced 
· Foucault (power/knowledge are intertwined and discourse - 3 are the central explanatory for concepts) 
· Power created within social relationships, multidimensional, found everywhere and always at work
· Knowledge can never be separated from relations of power (knowledge/power, not knowledge is power) 
· Discourses guide how we act, think, and speak 
· Tells us how the world is and how it ought to be 

Foucault continued...
· Discipline is how we come to be motivated to produce particular realities 
· Power operates by producing some behaviours while discouraging others
· Discipline (form of power) works through surveillance 
· Surveillance - acts of observing, recording and training
· Normalization - a social process by which some practices and ways of living are deemed normal and other abnormal 
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Basic Concepts and Issues
· Although there are various methods and perspectives employed to study people, several important concepts are used in almost all research projects including things like:
· Theories
· Hypotheses
· Variables 

Theories:
· Social theories refer to organized sets of propositions about how various elements of social life are related to one another 
· Theories have 3 components:
· General statements about social relationships
· Statements about the causes of those relationships
· General predictions, based on these reasons, about how people will react to certain events or experiences/conditions

Hypotheses:
· Research projects generally do not test theories but hypotheses, specific statements about how variables will relate to one another in a research study 
· Positive findings regarding a hypothesis simply provides support for a theory; it does not prove a theory to be correct 

· Sociological knowledge is based on science, a logical organized method of obtaining information through direct, systematic observation
· Scientific knowledge is based on empirical evidence, information that is directly verifiable
· A research method is a strategy for systematically conducting research 

Concepts, variables, and measurement:
· Concepts are mental constructs that represent some part of the world, inevitably in a simplified form
· Variables are concepts whose value changes from case to case
· Operationalizing a variable is the process of developing the measure to be used in gauging a variable 

THE STRUCTURE OF SCIENTIFIC THEORY 
Conceptual Plane >>> Operational Plane 

Measurement and Relationships
· Measurement requires reliability -the quality of consistent measurement and validity- the quality of measuring precisely what one intends to measure 

Relationships among/between variables
· Cause and effect is a relationship in which change in one variable causes change in another 
· Cause >>> effect 
· Independent variable >>> dependent variable 
· 3 Things for Cause and Effect to be legit:
· A must precede B
· Must be a change in variables
· No intervening variables can be there
· Correlation exists when two (or more) variables are related in some way 

· Violence and domination - two separate things 
· Some relationships rely on domination 

Sampling
· Social scientists rely on small groups of people (a sample) to reflect the thoughts, feelings, and behaviour of a large group of humans, the population
· Samples can be representative of a larger population
· Probability sampling (ex. Random samples) are designed to represent the larger population 
· Non-probability samples include convenience and snowball samples 

Limitations of Scientific Research 
· Human behaviour is too complex for sociology to predict any individual’s actions precisely
· Because humans respond to their surroundings, the mere presence of a researcher may affect the behaviour being studied
· Social patterns change constantly; what is true in one time or place may not hold in another
· Because sociologists are part of the social world they study, objectivity in social research is especially difficult
· Subjective interpretation is always an important element in sociological analysis 

Hawthorne effect: 
· Researchers went into a warehouse and wanted to see if the increase in lighting would have an impact in the increase in production
· As the lighting increased, so did output 
· As they started to reduce the lights, production still increased 
· The conclusion was that it was due to the researchers being there; the workers knew they were being watched so they worked harder in both scenarios 

TYPES OF RESEARCH:
Qualitative Research
· The non-numerical examination and interpretation of observations for the purpose of discovering underlying meanings and patterns of relationships (Babbie, 1999)
Quantitative Research
· The numerical representation and manipulation of observations for the purpose of describing and explaining the phenomena that those observations represent (Babbie, 1999)

Survey Research
· Uses interviews and questionnaires
· Survey research Is cross-sectional
· Compares different groups at one point in time
· Measures attitudes, opinions, beliefs, values and behaviours

Limitations of Survey Research
· How do you find a representative sample?
· Will people respond to your survey?
· Will people tell the truth about their behaviour and opinions 

Longitudinal Research
· Studies the same group (cohort) over a period of time 
· Ex. working at a factory
· May use diaries, interviews, health and employment records
· Very time-consuming
· Sample attribution 
· People may drop out of the research 

Aggregate Data Research
· Government statistics, social indicators
· Ex. Social Trends by Statistics Canada
· Used to detect relationships and trends
· Ex. unemployment rates and property crimes
· Can you depend on the agencies taking the count or are they biased? (can you trust them?)

Experimental Research
· Requires willing subjects (human guinea pigs)
· Needs an experimental and control group for comparison
· Subjects must be randomly assigned to groups
· Seeks out causes and effect under highly controlled conditions
· Typically experiments are explanatory, that is, used to test hypotheses, unverified statements of a relationship between variables
· Ex. the pornography study 

Difficulties with Experiment Research:
1. Is it ethical?
2. Is it realistic? (are the conditions realistic?)
3. Can you generalize from such a small group?
4. Can you really control all the relevant factors?

Quasi-Experimental Research
· Uses a real situation for experimental purposes
· Ex. compare the recidivism rates of young offenders sent to boot camp or given community service
· Hard to control assignment to groups 

											Jan 29th/2019
Participation Observation
· Involves active participation in the daily life activities of those he or she is observing
· Qualitative in nature
· Covert: those in the field are not informed of the researchers status
· Semi-covert: only some people involved are aware
· Open: everyone is aware of the researchers status 

Difficulties with Participation Observation:
· It can be dangerous 
· Is it ethical? (ex. Researchers watching young male prostitutes, should they get help for them?)
· How will you affect the behaviour of the group?
· Uber (VERY) time consuming 

Interviews
· Structured: each respondent asked the same question - quantitative in nature
· Semi-structured: use a set of questions however allow respondents to guide the interview in areas they think are important 
· Unstructured: no predetermined questions, interview proceeds conversationally (ex. Anthropologists, feminist methodology, - “you should end up having a conversation with the subject”, this can transcend to something more)

Secondary Analysis
· Archival/Historical: using existing sources is a research method in which a researcher utilizes data collected by others
· Meta-Analysis: a statistical analysis that reviews a large body of extent literature 

Alternative Sources of Information
· Case Study: in-depth investigation of one or few phenomenon/one-off situations (ex. Terrorist attack in Ottawa)
· Cyber Research: new information technology and the internet provide researchers up-to-date resources  
· Commissions of Inquiry
· Both federal and provincial 
· Ex. native justice, sexual abuse in religious and governmental institutions, doping in professional sports

Ethics
· How may the research affect other people’s lives?
· Who will be studied?
· What pressure is being placed on research by funding agencies and vested interests? 
· Do you have informed consent?
· Are people free to not participate?
· Do they know what they are getting into?

Research gone wrong:
· Humphries
· Was famous for his research on male-male sex in public toilets in the 1970s
· Found that 50% of these men were seen as heterosexual by others and were married
· Did not get the consent of his subjects, he basically stalked them through addresses and license plates and followed them, went into disguise when interviewing his subjects under false pretenses 
· Zimbardo 
· The Stanford Prison Experiment (1971) was a social psychology experiment meant to investigate the psychological effects of perceived power, focusing on the struggle between prisoners and prison officers 
· Led by psychology professor Philip Zimbardo using college students 
· Its methodology (methods) has been questioned 
· Milgram 
· Famous experiment focusing on the conflict between obedience and personal conscience 
· Was an experiment to see if people would continue generating harm to others if they were “following orders”
· WWII gives rise to social psychology - why would someone go and purposely hurt someone 
[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/eMoG2HoMIEQKxUomAIHEVXlQvfAJX0gi6lF7tEGD7-arfB3rMoEE9dQT2nm-kYi7s_0aUihyuMC3WLtBOB9PZeXSEwhc1DKVo0UYrKv1q_JK52XnMy8B59wnCGYyD94BvyWaB3RO]
Culture
What is Culture?
· Consists of the beliefs, values, behaviour, and material objects that define a people’s way of life, passed on from one generation to the next
· Culture has two basic components: nonmaterial culture or the intangible creations of human society, and material culture, the tangible products of human society 
· Only humans depend on culture rather than instincts to ensure the survival of their kind
· Culture gives us the ability to actively shape the natural environment for ourselves
· Many modern societies are multicultural 

The Components of Culture
· Symbols are defined as anything that carries a particular meaning recognized by people who share culture
· The meaning of the same symbols varies from society to society, within a single society, and over time 

Language:
· Is a system of symbols that allows members of a society to communicate with one another
· Language is the key to cultural transmission: the process by which one generation passes culture to the next 
· Through most of human history, cultural transmission has been accomplished through oral tradition (verbally and through stories passed down)
· Only humans can create complex systems of symbols, but some other animals have the ability to use symbols in communicating
· The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis holds that people perceive the world through the cultural lens of language 

Values:
· Are culturally defined standards by which people judge desirability, goodness and beauty and which serve as broad guidelines for social living
· Are broad principles that underlie beliefs, specific statements that people hold to be true 

Norms:
· Are rules and expectations by which a society guides the behaviour of its members; they may be either prescriptive (what we should do) or proscriptive (what we shouldn’t do) 
· 2 general types of norms identified by William Graham Sumner: Mores and Folkways
· Folkways: informal norms that suggest customary ways of behaving (bringing something to a present, tipping 15-20%)
· Mores: norms that carry a strong sense of social importance
· As we internalize norms, we respond critically to our own behaviour through shame or guilt 
· Social control 

Cultural Diversity:
· High culture refers to cultural patterns that distinguish a society’s elite: in contrast, popular culture designates cultural patterns that are widespread among a society’s population
· High culture is not inherently superior to popular culture 
· Subcultures are cultural patterns within a population whose values, norms, folkways or mores set them apart from the mainstream culture 

Multiculturalism:
· Is an educational program recognizing the cultural diversity of the country and promoting the equality of all cultural traditions
· Multiculturalism stands in opposition to Eurocentrism, the dominance of European (particularly English) cultural patterns 

Counterculture:
· Are cultural patterns that strongly oppose accepted culture within a society
· Cultural change:
· As cultures change, they strive to maintain cultural integration, the close relationship among various elements of a cultural system
· Immigrants want to hold onto their cultures when they move onto a new country, while their home nation evolves and changes their traditional ways 
· William Ogburn’s concept of cultural lag refers to the fact that cultural elements change at different rates, which may disrupt a cultural system 
· It assumes that we’re all progressing towards something

Ethnocentrism 
· Is the practice of judging another culture by the standards of one’s own culture
· Sociologists tend to discourage this practice; instead, they advocate cultural relativism, the practice of judging a culture by its own standards 
· Being aware of ethnocentrism and cultural relativism helps you become a more informed and critical thinker 

Canadian Culture:
· Is there a unique Canadian Culture?
· Canadian Values
· Belief in equality and fairness in a democratic society
· Belief in consultation and dialogue
· Importance of accommodation and tolerance
· Support for diversity
· Compassion and generosity
· Attachment to Canada’s natural beauty 
· Commitment to freedom, peace and non-violent change 

Theoretical Analysis of Culture 
· The symbolic-interactionist paradigm suggests a society’s culture is comprised of a variety of symbolic meaning systems that are shaped and reshaped through ongoing social interaction 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Symbolic-interactionists do not accept that one dominant culture forces a uniform system of values on society, but rather they identify many types of cultures, be it countercultures, subcultures, or multicultures.  
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