Plant diversity in Mer Bleue- effects of moisture on plant growth
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1. The population of vaccinium myrtilloides commonly known as blueberries, living in the Mer Blue park are best adapted to its forest and ecotone habitats. The species requires soil that is moist and has the ability to drain excess water to maintain a moisture equilibrium.
2. a)  If the preferred habitat of Vaccinium myrtilloides were to drain partially, the soil of its                     environment would have a much lower moisture content. As a result, the change in the ecotone and forest’s water levels would impact many populations of plants including the vaccinium myrtilloides. Many species would fail to adapt to this change and both habitats would suffer a great loss in plant diversity.
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]This lack of moisture in the vaccinium myrtilloides two habitats would create a disadvantage for the population of the plant living in Mer Bleue park. The absence of water in the soil would make it difficult for the roots of the plant to up take water. Without water the plant would not have the ingredients to undergo photosynthesis and consequently not have enough nutrients (glucose) to survive. As a result, the population of vaccinium myrtilloides living in the Mer Bleue area would struggle to survive and over a prolonged period of time there would be a decrease in the abundance of the plant and perhaps even extinction in that area.
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