FRHD*2100 (DE)		Chapter 18
Chapter 18: Commercial Sex

Prostitution

• Prostitution 
	– The sale of sexual activity for money or goods of value. 
	– Often called the world’s oldest profession. 
– In recent years, the term “sex worker” has increasingly replaced “prostitute” as the preferred term for a person who engages in sexual activity in exchange for monetary 
                compensation.  

• “Prostitution” or “Sex Work”?
	– Many prostitutes have redefined themselves as sex workers, and prostitution as sex 
                 work. 
	– These terms are coined by the sex workers themselves to redefine commercial sex. 
	– Underscores the economic and labour aspects of the work. 
		• Need for worker protection.

• Prostitution Law in Canada 
– Until the government proposed a new set of laws in 2014, prostitution itself was legal                 but almost all of the activities involved with prostitution were illegal; specifically:
· transporting or directing, or offering to transport or direct another person to a common bawdy house 
· keeping, being an intimate of, being found without lawful excuse in, o allowing a place to be used for the purpose of a bawdy house
· procuring and living off the avails of prostitution  
· communicating in a public place for the purpose of offering or obtaining the sexual services of a prostitute 

	– In 1983, a special committee appointed by the Canadian Minister of Justice 
                recommended that prostitution offenses be removed from the Criminal Code. 
• Instead, the federal government brought in restrictive legislation; making it illegal to communicate with or stop a person in a public place from 
                              negotiating sexual services for payment. 
		• This was challenged under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, but upheld by 
                              the Supreme Court.

	– Police and politicians have been particularly concerned about teen prostitution. 
		• Parliament has significantly increased penalties for clients who attempt to 
                              obtain sexual services from someone under the age of 18. 
• Police in Canada often use the strategy of entrapment to obtain convictions against prostitutes and their clients.

-Prostitution Law in Canada: Legal Challenges

	– Attempts over the years to legalize prostitution have been resisted by government 
                 leaders. 
	– Additional challenges have related to mandating safer working conditions for sex 
                workers. 
	– Sex work has been viewed as a degrading activity which no one would willingly engage 
                 in –leading to a focus on sexual exploitation of children and human trafficking.

	– In 2007 a small group of lawyers and sex workers launched constitutional challenges 
                 to three sections of the prostitution laws: 
		1. The provision against communication for the purpose of prostitution, because 
                                it prevents sex workers from screening potentially violent clients. 
		2. The provision against bawdy houses, because it prohibits sex workers from 
                               working in an indoor environment, which is safer than working on the streets.
		3. The provision against living off the avails of prostitution because it’s too 
                               broad, and it prevents sex workers from hiring security personnel, such as 
                               escorts, who would in turn hire drivers for the prostitutes.

	– As a result, in 2010 the Ontario Superior Court and the British Columbia Court of 
                 Appeal issued rulings that struck down Canada’s prostitution laws. 
	– In 2013, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled the following unconstitutional, because 
                 they violated the charter rights of individuals to “security of person” and freedom of 
                 expression: 
		• communicating for the purpose of prostitution 
		• keeping a common bawdy house
		• living off the avails of prostitution 

	– The court stipulated that the existing laws would remain in effect for one year, after 
                 which time they would be invalid and would need to be replaced by new legislation. 
	– In response, the Conservative government has proposed Bill C-36

• Prostitution Law in Canada: Bill C-36 
	– Would make the selling of sex legal, with some restrictions. 
	– Buying of sex would be illegal: targets the customers (based on the nordic model). 
– Penalties for attempting to buy sex would range from fine to up to 5 years in prison
– Stiff penalties for those who receive financial benefits (e.g., pimps, escort service) from prostitution. 

	– Significant restrictions on how sex workers can advertise.
	– At time of press, Bill C-36 had passed two readings in the House of Commons, with a 
                 third and final reading remaining before proceeding to Senate approval. 
	– The Bill was expected to become law at end of 2014. 
	– The Bill is also expected to be challenged in the Supreme Court by sex workers 
                 claiming it is no better than the laws it has replaced. 

• Canadian Attitudes 
	– A 2009 Angus Reid poll found that most Canadians would like to see Canada’s 
                prostitution laws modified: 
		• 50% thought some aspects should be decriminalized.
		• 25% thought prostitution should be prohibited entirely. 
		• 16% thought laws should remain the same. 
		• 8% weren’t sure what they thought.

• Female Sex Workers
	– Female sex workers are usually classified according to the settings in which they work. 		
	• Street-based sex workers 
		– Solicit customers in the street. 
		– Comprise about 20% of sex workers.
		– Typically earn less than off street workers and incur higher abuse risk. 
		– Research indicates that many have been physically and sexually assaulted 	  	                 while working. 
		– Work in the open, so are more likely to be arrested.

		– Some work to support pimps (men who serve as agents for sex workers and 
                              live off their earnings). 
		– A pimp acts as a lover, father, companion and master. 
		– Researchers find high levels of psychological disturbance among street-based 
                              sex workers.

		– Often live lives of sex, violence, disease, and substance abuse. 
		– Many feel powerless to control their own fates. 
· Many die young from drug abuse, disease, suicide and physical abuse from pimps and costumers  		
- Those who survive become less marketable with age. 
		– Hotel workers have a slightly higher status and better working conditions.

	• Brothel workers 
		–Occupy a middle position in the hierarchy of sex workers. 
		–Work in brothels or massage parlours. 

	• Massage parlour workers
		–Many massage parlours serve as fronts for sex work. 
		–Clients pay fees for standard massages and tip the workers for sexual extras.
		–To avoid massage-parlour regulations, some owners have obtained licenses 
                             claiming they were holistic health centres or aromatherapy centre
		–Most massage parlours that offer sexual services limit them to masturbation of 
                             the client. 
		–Most do not offer oral sex or penetration (in an attempt to avoid prosecution).

	• Escorts 
		– Post ads in telephone directories and newspaper personals to attract 
                              conventioneers and businessmen. 
		– Services that provide outcalls send masseuses (or masseurs) to hotel rooms 
		– Escort services typically (but not always) offer sexual services. 
– Sex workers who work for escort services usually come from middle class background  backgrounds and are well educated

	• Call girls 
		– Sex workers who arrange their sexual contacts by telephone.
		– “Call” refers to telephone calls and being on call.
		– Occupy the highest rung on the social ladder of female sex work.
		– Most attractive, best educated, charge the most money. 
		– Work on their own (without pimps). 
		– Serve as companions and sex partners.

		–May receive clients in their apartments (in-calls) or make outcalls to clients’ 
                             homes and hotels. 
		–May insist on seeing a client’s business card or learning his home telephone 
                             number before making contact. 
		–May investigate that the person is who he purports to be.

• Advocacy for Sex Workers 
	– Sex work can be a dangerous, highly stigmatized occupation. 
		• Meaningful progress towards improving safety and working conditions will 
                              likely depend on the impact of Canada’s new laws regulating sex work. 
		• Beyond decriminalization, the safety and well-being of sex workers can be 
improved through policies that focus on occupational health, access to essential devices and rights. 
	– A number of organizations provide support services to sex workers across Canada.

• Human Trafficking 
	– Often involves coercing girls and women into prostitution and other sex-related work. 	– Most work has focused on trafficking of girls and women into Canada, but trafficking 
                 also occurs within Canada. 
	– Trafficking in Canada is underreported. 
	– Few perpetrators are caught by police.

	– A major global enterprise. 
	– The trafficking of girls and women is the industry’s major component. 
	– Because it is illegal and occurs underground, it is difficult to obtain accurate 
                 information about the number of girl and women trafficked to Canada. 
	– Girls and women have been trafficked from Eastern Europe, Asia and Africa, usually by  
                 organized crime groups.

	– A woman is lured by the promise of good life  
	– She arrives in Canada after false promises of a legal job; then is coerced into sex work 
                 to repay the trafficker for travel costs. 
– The trafficker keeps her working in the sex trade by withholding her passport, isolating her from the wider community, confining her with force, and threatening her with violence.

• Entry into Sex Work 
	– Many factors are associated with sex work. 
• poverty and sexual and/or physical abuse are common in the backgrounds of many sex workers.
 
	– Research in this area has focused on street workers, however, and may not accurately 
                 reflect characteristics of other categories of sex workers. 
	– Some voluntarily enter the business and don’t see themselves as victims.

• Male Customers of Female Sex Workers 
	– Referred to as johns or tricks 
	– Represent all socioeconomic and racial groups. 
	– One study found johns were similar to men who are not customers of sex workers. 
		• Average age is 38 
		• More than half were married or in serious relationships. 
		• On average, they had used the services of a sex worker 19 times.

	– Most Canadian studies of clients of sex workers have used samples from john schools 			• These samples are biased, as they consist of men who were arrested for 
                              soliciting streetwalkers. 

	– Most patrons are occasional johns (e.g., travelling salesmen or military personnel). 
	– Habitual johns use sex workers as their primary or exclusive sexual outlet.
	– Some johns use sex workers to meet psychological or sexual needs they are unable to 
                meet otherwise. 
	– Others may have a whore-Madonna complex complex. 
		• A rigid stereotyping of women as either sinners or saints. 

	– In Canada, there is stigma attached to paying for sex.
	– Motives for buying sex: 
		• sex without negotiation  
		• sex without emotional commitment  
		• sex for eroticism and variety 
		• prostitution as a social outlet 
		• sex away from home
		• difficulty attracting a partner 

	– John schools 
		• In return for attending the day-long school, men with no previous criminal 
                              records who are charged with communicating for the purpose of prostitution 
                              can have their charges erased from the court record. 
		• Listen to streetwalkers talk about the negative effects of the sex trade, lectures 
                              on STIs, etc. 
		• Men are expected to provide donations to help support the programs.

A World of Diversity

• Girls on the Streets of American Cities 
	– Streetwalkers in United States encounter abuse and violence. 
	– Many are afraid of reporting to police due to negative consequences (e.g., being 
                 arrested, being coerced into sex).

Prostitution

• Male Sex Workers 
	– Male sex work includes male-male and male-female activities. 
		• Male sex workers who service female clients (gigolos) are rare. 
• “beach boys” in developing countries make money from their relations with women tourists. 
		• The overwhelming majority of male sex workers service gay men. 
		• Are sometimes called “hustlers” (a man who engages in sex work with male 
                             customers). 

	– Patrons of hustlers are sometimes called scores 
	– Many male sex workers come from families troubled by conflict, alcoholism, and 
                 physical and sexual abuse. 
	– May be gay, bisexual, or heterosexual.

	– Major motivation is money 
	– Running away from home typically serves as an entry point. 
	– Most hustlers are part-timers who continue some form of education or vocational 
                 activity. 
	– Drug dealing is also common. 
	– Hustlers aren’t typically attached to pimps. 
		• Generally, they make contact with clients in gay bars, social clubs, or by 
                              working the streets.



	– Various kinds of male sex workers have been identified: 
· Strippers 
· Kept boys- relationship with older wealthier men 
· Call boys
· Punks- prison inmates who are used sexually 
· Drag prostitutes – conceal gender to preform fellatio on other men
· Brothel prostitutes 
· Bar and street hustlers 

• STIs and Sex Work 
	– One of main reasons for striking down existing prostitution laws in 2013 was that the 
                 laws reduced the ability of sex workers to protect themselves from violence, abuse, 
                 and STIs. 
– In one study, a third of both male and female sex workers reported that they had had 
   STIs in the previous two years. 
– Most sex workers report consistent condom use with clients, less so with men who were not clients.
                 

• Stripping 
	– Stripping is a kind of sex work, though men and women who work in strip clubs 
                 typically refer to themselves as dancers. 
		• Some limit their sexual activity to dancing and taking off their clothes. 
		• Others do lap or table dances, making contact with customers as they dance. 
		• Some strip clubs have private shows and VIP areas where strippers can be 
                              alone with clients. 
		• Most strippers do so on a part-time, or temporary basis.

Sexually Explicit Material (SEM)

• SEM is found nearly everywhere 
	– Magazines, DVD rentals, Internet, cable/satellite, cellphones, and video mp3 players. 
	– Typically used to enhance sexual arousal, often as a masturbation aid. 
	– May also be used by couples during sex.

• What’s Pornographic? 
	– Pornography 
• Definition: written, visual, or audiotaped material that is sexually explicit and produced to elicit or enhance sexual arousal
		• Has a negative connotation today. 
		• Is typically associated with SEM that is violent and/or degrading. 




	– Prurient  
		•Tending to excite lust; lewd.
	
	– Sexually explicit material (SEM) 
		• Written, visual, or audiotaped material that is graphic and produced to elicit or 
                              enhance sexual arousal. 

	– Erotica 
		•SEM that doesn’t involve violence or degradation of women. 
		• It may be as sexually explicit as pornography. 

	– obscenity 
		• SEM that offends community standards.

• Perspectives on Pornography 
	– Obscenity-based—offends community standards. 
	
	– Conservative—threat to the “traditional values” of society. 

	– Liberal—in the absence of clear harm, the government shouldn’t restrict access to 
                SEM, violation of free speech.

	– Anti-pornography feminist approach—portrays women as objects intended to 
                provide pleasure to men; presents women in dehumanized, degrading ways. 

	– Pro-pornography feminist approach—SEM can promote gender equality.

• Perspectives on Pornography: Canadian Law and SEM 
	– Canadian obscenity laws provide the legal framework for outlawing the dissemination 
                 of pornography. 
	– Relies on offending people or violating community standards. 
	– The Supreme Court has been strongly influenced by the anti-pornography feminist 
                 approach.
	– Community standard of tolerance test must be applied to determine whether undue 
                 exploitation has occurred. 
	– Regina vs. Butler (1992): three categories of obscenity: 
		• Material that mixes sex and violence and/or includes children 
		• Material that involves sex and degradation, encouraging violence or harm to 
                              women. 
		• Material that is nonviolent and not degrading to women, doesn’t involve 
                              Children 

	– All materials that come into Canada can be confiscated by the Canadian Border 
                 Services Agency if they are deemed to violate Canada’s obscenity laws. 
	– Legal efforts to regulate SEM in Canada have been thwarted by easy access on the 
                 Internet. 
	– In recent years, Canadian law enforcement has focused on identifying and prosecuting 
                Canadians who use the Internet to distribute or download child pornography.

• Child Pornography 
	– Canadians almost universally view child pornography as obscene and harmful. 
	– The law: 
		• It is illegal to sell child pornography, as well as possess anything that depicts 
                              people under the age of 18 engaging in real or simulated sexual behaviour. 
		• Visual representations (for sexual purposes) of sex organs of people who are 
                              under 18, and written materials and pictures that advocate having sex with 
                              under-aged individuals, are also forbidden.          
		• The law allows exemption from prosecution if the material has artistic merit or 
                              an educational,  scientific or medical purpose. 
		• In 2001, exceptions were made to include private materials and SEM created 
                              by children and adolescents that are meant to be kept strictly private and only 
                              for personal use.

• Television and SEM 
	– Prior to the 1990s, SEM and nudity were rarely found on broadcast television. 
	– SEM on video became very popular in the 1980s, which led to sexually explicit pay-
                per-view movies on cable television. 
	– Canadian satellite companies offer channels that show hard-core material. 
	– Soft-core SEM is readily available on cable. 
	– Availability may reflect acceptance by society.

• Employers and SEM 
	– Many Canadian employers have policies which forbid the viewing of SEM in the 
                workplace. 
	– Some use filtering software or screen email messages for offensive content. 
	– Some employees have lost their jobs for looking at Internet SEM at work.

• The Internet and SEM 
	– Canadians increasingly use the Internet to look at SEM. 
		• Studies of university students suggest many young men and women are using 
                              the Internet to look at sexual images and videos. 
		• Many find it arousing, have learned new techniques from it, and masturbated 
                              while online. 
		• Rates and frequency are typically higher among men than women. 
		• Repeated exposure to same pornographic materials progressively lessons the 
	                 sexual response to them. 

	– Many Canadians are exposed to unsolicited SEM through email messages and pop-
                 ups. 		
		• Males are more likely to respond positively to these than females. 

	– On Secondlife.com, avatars (animated, cartoonlike figures) can engage in virtual sex 
                with other avatars.

• Gender Differences in Response to SEM 
	– Researchers have found that both men and women are physiologically aroused by 
                 SEM. 
– Women tend to rate romantic scenes as more sexually arousing than sexually   
    explicit scenes. 
	– Women are more likely than men to express _________________ about SEM. 
	– Most erotic visual materials are produced by men, for men 
	– Many women find SEM a “turn-off” or disgusting, especially if it depicts women in 
                 unflattering roles.

	– Many Canadian women are more comfortable today with posing in topless or nude 
                 photos. 
		• For fundraising calendars or on websites. 
		• In boudoir photography for relationship partners or for their own enjoyment. 

	– Many Canadian couples are using digital cameras to create “home-made” SEM for 
                 private consumption.

Innovative Canadian Research

• Women Who Visit Sex Shops 
	– Increasing acceptance of SEM by Canadian women is illustrated by the rise of female-
                 friendly sex shops. 
	– Jacobs (2007) conducted study of women who visit sex shops in Ontario: 
		• Most were single, had higher education, 15% had children. 
		• Visited with partners and by themselves. 
		• Were motivated by their own and partner’s sexual pleasure. 
		• Purchased a variety of items. 
		• Most were comfortable, but a third were embarrassed to ask questions.

• An Educational Program to Counteract the Effects of Internet Porn 
	– Isaacs and Fisher (2008) developed an interactive computer program designed to 
                sensitize participants to the negative messages portrayed in violent and degrading 
                pornography. 
		• Contrary to expectations, the researchers did not observe any negative effects 
                              of viewing pornography. 
• The intervention did diminish positive reactions to sexual aggression and encouraged participants to become more sensitive to and reject to violence in pornography.

• Cybersex Addiction/Compulsivity 
	– The Internet has become the most frequently used way to access pornography. 
	– Accessibility and anonymity of sex on the Internet is fuelling what some health 
                 professionals call “cybersex addiction” or compulsivity  
		• Addicts may spend hours a day masturbating to pornographic images or having 
                             “online sex” via chat rooms or web cams.

• Cybersex Addiction 
	– Especially vulnerable may be those whose sexuality has been suppressed and limited 
                all their lives, who suddenly find an infinite supply of sexual possibilities. 
	– Online viewing that begins as harmless recreation can become all-consuming. 
	– Cybersex compulsives may ignore their partners and children and risk their jobs.

• Sexual Coercion and SEM 
	– Is SEM a harmless diversion, or an inducement to commit sexual violence and other 
                 antisocial acts?

	– SEM and Sex Offenders 
		• A research review found little or no difference in levels of SEM exposure 
                              between incarcerated sex offenders and felons incarcerated for nonsexual 
                              crimes. 
		• Sexually aggressive individuals are more likely than others to use pornography. 			• Current studies are correlational.

	– Violent Sex 
		• Research suggests it is the violence in violent SEM – not the explicit sex –that 
                              potentially affects or reinforces the attitudes and behaviours of sex offenders. 
		• There is little evidence to suggest that SEM causes aggression. 
			– Men who are predisposed to sexual aggression are more likely to view 
violent SEM, and are therefore, likely to show the strongest effects.

	– Nonviolent SEM 
		• Nonviolent SEM does not contain scenes of violence, but typically portrays 
                              women as sexually promiscuous, insatiable, and subservient. 
		• How might this affect people’s attitudes/behaviours toward women?
		• There is little empirical support for the idea that SEM causes sexual aggression. 		• Exposure over 6 weeks to casual-sex SEM films was associated with greater 
acceptance of premarital and extramarital sex and simultaneous sexual relationships with multiple partners 


		• There is concern that prolonged exposure to SEM may foster dissatisfaction 
                              with the physical appearance and sexual performance of one’s intimate 
                              partners. 
		• It may also contribute to unrealistic expectations about sexual functioning. 
		• Research on effects of nonviolent SEM is inconclusive, may be more closely 
                              connected with whether women are presented in a dehumanizing manor
                              than with sexual explicitness. 

	– Most research on SEM: 
		• Has come from harm-based approach. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]		• Surveys only men. 
		• Considers women as victims. 

	– An increasing amount of SEM is produced by women, for women and couples. 
		• This indicates that many women are willing consumers.


