Polisci1020E Lecture Notes October 25th

Liberalism Part One

Ideologies cont.


4 functions of ideology:

· explanation

· why the social/political/economic world is the way it is

· causes of war, poverty, ethnic tension, peace, and prosperity

· making sense of world events → simplified version for a wider audience 

· evaluation

· why sociopolitical phenomena are good or bad – perspective 

· widespread disagreement about how to evaluate 

· need to provide people with reasons why something is right or wrong

· orientation

· how you fit into the social world → who am I?

· what class/race etc do you fit in with – provides you with an identity

· political compass – where you are on the political spectrum

· prescription – political program

· says what should be done and how

· analogy – diagnosis → program is a prescription for a sick patient

· conception of a good society as a end goal

· what are not ideologies:

· terrorism (strategy)

· masochism (hobby)

· democracy (ideal)

· religion (not about here and now – afterlife)

· human nature:

· what human beings are like

· competitive, cooperative, adaptable

· limits political possibilities 

· freedom:

· ideology defines this differently

· three parts: agent, obstacle and goal → human beings should be free from pressure of social society to conform to live life as they see fit

· humans – agent

· pressure from social society – obstacle

· goal – live life as they see fit

· ___ is free from ____ to achieve, be or become ____

· Ideology and Revolution:

· original meaning of revolution – return to an earlier condition

· new meaning came from french revolution in 1789 – fundamental transformation, radical change

· overthrowing the old order

· left and right political spectrum:

· meaning derives from the french revolution – seating in the national assembly

· for and against change

· liberal and socialist – right, for change

· conservatives – left, against change

· has undergone a lot of change in the past centuries 

· nationalism

· sometimes identified as an ideology (but you can be a liberal nationalist etc)

· historical, territorial communities of belief

· active, distinctive – have ethnic origins, but formed by states

· combines with different ideologies

Origins

· was around before the french revolution

· all liberals aim to promote individual freedom

· brian barry on liberal states:

· religious toleration

· freedom of the press

· abolition of servile social status

· no religious dogma can reasonably be held with certainty

· every doctrine should be open to critical scrutiny

· fundamental equality of all human beings – inequality is an artifact created by us

· human nature and freedom:

· individuals are rational and self-interested

· fair competition and equal opportunity

· individuals should be free from legal barriers, customs, and conditions to live as they choose

Revolution

Capitalism

