			ENG 1120 F: Introduction to Prose Fiction
					Winter Term, 2019

Instructor: Dr. E. Bailey   
E-mail: ebailey@uottawa.ca
Office: Hamelin 310 (Address: 70 Laurier Ave.)
Class times: Tues 8:30-9:50 (VNR 5070); Fri 10-11:20 (VNR 3035)

NOTE
The University’s Senate stipulates that students must check their university e-mail account regularly to receive information notices from staff and administration.  I occasionally send reminders or updates by 
e-mail, so please check your account. Please also remember to check the university’s “Important Dates and Deadlines”:  http://www.uottawa.ca/important-academic-dates-and-deadlines/

Course Description and Objectives: The ENG 1120  course builds on the writing skills developed in ENG 1100 by asking students to respond analytically and argumentatively to a variety of prose materials, including a selection of short stories, a work of detective fiction, and a modern dystopian novel.  Students will be introduced to a range of critical and scholarly sources that analyze these works. Some literary arguments depend on biographical, historical, or cultural criticism; others adopt psychological or scientific discourse to understand the complexities of a story’s development.  In any interpretation, a close reading of the primary text is essential to the argument and usually serves as the ultimate authority or most convincing proof of an argument’s validity.
 The 1120 course continues to develop the skills required for effective composition: prewriting and thesis development; organization of essay content and paragraph writing; rewriting and revising; and the documentation of sources (for this course, in MLA).  By the end of this course, students are expected to develop a persuasive argument about a text in grammatically correct prose. 
The method of instruction will combine literary analysis with practical application.  Frequent written exercises in the second half of the class are designed to improve composition skills.  
Many students prefer all information provided on Brightspace or other electronic media, yet the exclusive use of such tools cannot help us improve the fundamental skills of communication still needed in the private and professional spheres of life.  Since oral communication and summarization of verbal information are two of the most valuable skills in any professional environment, students should practise taking notes during lectures and not rely on posted notes.  
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Required Texts: (Available at the University Bookstore.)
  
1) The Broadview Introduction to Literature: Short Fiction, eds. Lisa Chalykoff,
Neta Gordon & Paul Lumsden (with selected readings over the course of the term—please consult the syllabus for assigned readings)
2) Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's The Hound of the Baskervilles 
3) George Orwell's  Nineteen Eighty-Four 
4) Recommended text:  A good grammar and writing manual is useful.  If you have one already from the ENG 1100 course, keep it for consultation.  Some good grammar texts include Joanne Buckley’s Checkmate, Diana Hacker’s A Canadian Writer’s Reference, and William Messenger’s (et al.) The Canadian Writer’s Handbook. The online resource Purdue OWL https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ is also excellent.

Method of Evaluation: 

	Attendance/participation, informal writing 
	10%

	Short formal assignments: 10% each
	30%

	Research Essay
	30%

	Final exam 
	30%



1) Attendance/Participation (10%):  At the recommendation of the Faculty of Arts, attendance is taken at the start of class.  If you must be absent owing to illness or another pressing obligation, please inform me of your absence by e-mail.   Please read the assigned stories before the start of class.  Participation in writing assignments (provided during classroom time) will be noted.  These assignments are not formally graded but are used to assess students’ level of engagement with the material.

2) Writing Assignment 1: close reading of a primary source  (10%), due January 25, 2019: The essay topics will be posted on Brightspace by Jan. 8, 2019.  The essay’s length should be 600-750 words.

3) Writing Assignment 2: working with secondary sources (10%);  due March 1, 2019: The questions will be posted on Brightspace by February 15, 2019.  Students will be given the classroom time of Feb. 15th to access secondary material and begin working on the posted questions. The total length of the exercise should be 600-750 words.

4) Writing Assignment 3: Research Essay Proposal: due March 15 or earlier (10%) Write a detailed plan of your research essay in complete, formal sentences, approximately 1 typed page (double spaced).  Indicate your projected thesis statement, the main arguments you wish 
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to make, and at least two of the sources (primary and secondary) you plan to use.  

5) Research Essay 3 (30%): due April 2, 2019: The essay topics will be posted on Brightspace in February. The essay’s length should be approximately 1500 words.

6) Final Exam (30%): Note that completion of the Final Exam is compulsory for course completion.  Absence from the exam will incur an EIN (incomplete) on the transcript. Discussion of the format of the final exam will take place on April 5, 2019.  The Faculty of Arts (not the professor) determines the date, time, and location of the exam.  Please consult the uoZone for updates.

Classroom Policies: Please read the following policies carefully: 


1. Attendance Policy: The Arts Faculty wants students to demonstrate an ability to contribute meaningfully to a classroom setting.  Students should attend classes regularly and participate in the discussion and written exercises. 

2. Notes: Except in extenuating circumstances and by prior arrangement, professors are not responsible for supplying lecture notes or assignments outside of classroom hours.  Point-form summaries of our class will be available on Brightspace, but these will be brief and not as useful as your own notes.  If you must miss a class, consult a peer for notes.

3. Missed or Late Assignments and Required Components for Course Completion:  The penalty for a late essay is 5% per class.   If assignment/essay is late (even if only by a day), hand it in the following class.  In-class assignments must be submitted by the end of the lecture at my request.  N.B. In the event of illness, students may write supplemental assignments/  final exam on another day, but only if medical documentation is provided.  The date for the final exam is set by the Registrar, not the professor, and is nonnegotiable.  N.B. The final examination must be written in order for the student to 
complete the course. Since learning to do research is an important pedagogical goal of our course, the use of paid research assistants is not permitted.
	
4.  Submission of assignments and essays:  Except for the Research Proposal Assignment, all assignments must be submitted in person during class.  E-mail attachments are not normally accepted except by prior arrangement with the professor, nor will the departmental secretariat accept students' assignments. 

5. Use of Electronic Media:  Except in the case of an emergency and with prior permission from the professor, students should not use cell phones or computers to text friends, play games, or surf the Net.  Many students find their peers’ improper use of electronic media very distracting, so please use electronic devices responsibly within the classroom.  Students who use laptops to take notes should sit in the back rows to avoid distracting other students. The recording of classroom material may also constitute an infringement of copyright, so refrain from this practice.
Page 4

6. University Policy on Sexual Violence: “The University of Ottawa does not tolerate any form of sexual violence. Sexual violence refers to any act of a sexual nature committed without consent, such as rape, sexual harassment or online harassment. The University, as well as student and employee associations, offers a full range of resources and services allowing members of our community to receive information and confidential assistance and providing for a procedure to report an incident or make a complaint. For more information, visit www.uOttawa.ca/sexual-violence-support-and-prevention.”

7. Style and Documentation: Except for the informal in-class assignments, all work should be written in formal, grammatically correct English. For the research paper, you must construct a formal essay and document the sources according to the MLA format.  A short lecture on documentation will remind you what the MLA format looks like, but it is your responsibility to make sure all material you consult is properly cited. Remember that accurate documentation is important.  Failure to acknowledge sources—whether in 
print or from the Web- can result in penalties ranging from failure on the assignment to dismissal from the university.  If a professor detects problems in correct 
documentation, he or she may forward the essay / assignment to the Chair of the department for further investigation. 

 
Schedule:  (The schedule may need to change slightly, depending on the progress of our discussion.  Unless otherwise indicated, short stories appear in the The Broadview Introduction to Literature: Short Fiction, eds. Lisa Chalykoff, Neta Gordon & Paul Lumsden

Week 1: Jan. 8 and 11 : Part 1: Introduction to the syllabus; Part 2: Lecture: Key literary terms; Where does “Interpretation” come from?

Week 2: Jan. 15 and 18:  Lecture: Edgar Allan Poe, “The Black Cat” (both editions pp. 17-25) Gothic and horror.  Reading response question, preparing essay 1.

Week 3: Jan. 22 and 25: Lecture: Guy de Maupassant, “The False Gems” (2nd ed. online at <sites.broadviewpress.com/BIL>  or 1st ed. pp. 29-34; ) and Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (2nd ed. pp. 29-43; 1st ed. pp. 42-56).  Close Readings; Gender criticism, Gothic and psychological criticism (continued).  Short Essay #1 due: Jan. 25

Week 4: Jan. 29 and Feb. 1  Lecture: Franz Kafka, “Metamorphosis”:  Horror, magic realism, market and commerce (available on <sites.broadviewpress.com/BIL>).  
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Week 5: Feb. 5 and 8: Lecture: Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the Baskervilles: History, science, rationalism, the Gothic.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 6:  Feb. 12:  Continued: The Hound of the Baskervilles: History, science, rationalism, the Gothic; The classroom time of Feb. 15 will be an electronic one.  Do not come to the classroom.  Consult Brightspace for notes and Assignment #2 on Hound of the Baskervilles.  Use the classroom time to read the articles for Assignment 2 (in lieu of a Midterm exam).
 
Week 7: READING WEEK Feb. 17-23

Week 8: Feb. 26 and March 1 Lecture: William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (2nd ed. pp. 85-93; 1st ed. pp. 98-106): “Close Reading”/New Criticism and Historical Criticism.  Assignment #2 due March 1.  

Week 9 March 5 and 8 Thomas King, “A Short History of Indians in Canada” (2nd ed. pp. 190-192; 1st ed. pp. 203--205);  Rohinton Mistry, “Squatter” (both editions, pp. 212-233). Post-colonial literature.  

Week 10: March 12 and 15 Alice Munro, “Friend of my Youth” (2nd ed. pp. 137-154; 1st ed. pp. 150-167) Research Proposal due March 15.

Week 11: March 19 and 22 Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four: Introduction to dystopian fiction

Week 12: March 26 and 29 Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four:  Politics of reading

Week 13: April 2 and 5 Research Essay due April 2 Margaret Atwood’s “Happy Endings” (2nd ed. pp.178-181; 1st ed. pp. 191-194)); discussion of the final exam, study time. 

N.B. The date and location of the Final Examination will be determined by the Faculty of Arts.  Students are responsible for finding the correct place and time at which their exams will be held.  



