DYER Chapters Pre-Midterm
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1 ASKING QUESTION (Being curious)
2 EXAMINING OWR ASSUMPTION (Being self-aware)
3 WEIGHTING THE VALIDITY OF THE ARGUMENTS.
Dimensions: 
1 Critical thinking is Purposeful. They are destinated to answer something or present a solution for something. That’s why in the text it exists a main claim.
2 Quality of the data that backs up the claim. Describe the quality of the evidence.
3 The claims and evidence are shaped by our values and underline assumptions. We should apply critical thinking to our own beliefs.
4 Causal claims. The result will be A if you do B action.
5 Techniques of persuasion.
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Claim: The main idea of the Article. It will tell you the author’s goal and direction of the article.
Normally you will find the claim at the beginning or at the end of the article. However, sometimes the claim could be implicit and hard to find.
Argument: Claim + Evidence
Type of claim:
Uncontestable: We accept it whether it has evidence or not. This happens because:
*It matches with our own experience. Ex: Nunavut is colder than Nova Scotia.
*It is a fact independently of interpretation: The first-time women were allowed to vote in Quebec, was in 1940.
*Expert agreed on the fact: The earth is not flat!! (Seriously, it is not)
*Mathematical expression or analysis: 2+2=4
*Common sense. General facts: The bank offices aren’t open at 3 am.
Contestable: The author must give evidence to support its claim.
The evidence could be High Quality: then the claim is likely to be reliable. If the evidence is Low Quality then the claim is likely to be false or doubtful. 
How do we know if our Evidence is clear or not?
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Sufficiency: Does the author provides enough evidence to support the claim? How many sources is she giving? The more the importance of the claim is, the more quantity of evidence is required.
Fallacy Hasty Generalization: When the author doesn’t present enough evidence.
Precision: Does the evidence provides exact numbers, percentages to back the claim.
Someone with Precision would opt more for quoting and expert instead of paraphrasing (if they paraphrase and the source is not clearly named). The author will also avoid words like, approximately, a high amount of, few, usually.
Accuracy: (Don’t mix Accuracy and Precision, they are related but they are not the same) Is your judgement of the evidence or source of evidence. Does the article have an independent source? Does it have grammatical mistakes?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Authority: Are the sources reliable? Is the testimony or commentary used as a source of information an expert in the field of the topic? 
Fallacy of false appeal of authority: the testimony doesn’t come from someone with expertise in the topic.
Fallacy of argumentation ad populum: Just because others accept a belief is not evidence that the belief is true.
Representative: If the author is giving a study over certain group of people as evidence, it is important that all the group that the author is talking about is represented in the study.
Ex: If the author says “only 50% of immigrants are actively working in Montreal”, but the study was made to immigrants studying full time only; then the totality of immigrants is not being represented here.
Clarity of Expression: Is there any chart without explanation of what it is in the article? Is it clearly stated the claim? Does the evidence have a clear relation with the claim or secondary claim?



Underlying Assumptions
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Underlying assumptions are the author’s suppositions where arguments are based. It is the author’s core beliefs that make her be who she is. This assumption is also the GAP that exist between the Claim and the evidence.
The more expertise the author has over an article’s topic, the greater it is the underlying assumption. 
When we are looking for the Underlying Assumption, we must analyze what belief you think the author has and then think what evidence you can expect from her. You can also think what true should exist for the evidence to be real.
Ex:  Jean bought speakers through Amazon. However, when they arrived, they didn’t produce any sound. Jean, angrily, called the company to change the non-functioning speakers with functioning ones.  Underlying assumption: New products should work.


Type of Underlying Assumptions:

*Reality Assumptions: The beliefs about what things are based on our own experience, articles we read, people we talk too or things we saw on TV.
Ex: People that have a positive attitude are more able to take advantage of opportunities in life.
*Value Assumptions: The belief which we were educated with as a child. The ideals or values of the author.
Ex: It is unacceptable to see young people sitting down in the metro where there are elders standing up.
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