Assessment guidelines: Midterm assignment

Note: As questions come in, additional information may be added to this document. If so, I will clearly indicate the new information. 
Objectives
Through this assignment students will:
· Gain practice understanding and applying core concepts in the study of social work in anticipation of part 2 of the course
· Develop their knowledge of an area of social work in which they are interested.
· Practice academic research and essay writing skills
The midterm assignment allows students to demonstrate and develop their understanding of the foundational content in classes 2, 3 and 5. This will ensure that students are well-grounded in foundational concepts prior to applying those concepts to different areas of social work in the second half of the semester. 

Overview 
(Copied from course outline):
Each student will write a double-spaced 4-5 page paper in which they apply the foundational content to a particular area of social work (chosen from a list to be provided in class 2). Students will be asked to discuss the history of social work in that area, the application of different approaches to social work in that area, and the professional and legal structures that shape that area of social work. Students will be expected to integrate course and other academic readings and to correctly cite and reference in APA format.

Deadlines
28th February at 23:55 (all students)
See the course outline for information on extensions. 

Submission information
Assignments must be submitted via CULearn. The link is in the section for the major assignment. 
See the course outline for further information on submission, submission of late assignments and late penalties.



Assignment instructions
Assignments should focus on one of the following populations/areas of social work: 
1. Children 
2. People with disabilities 
3. The elderly 
4. Indigenous populations 
5. Immigrants and refugees
6. LGBTTQ+ populations 
7. Mental health/ addictions 
8. Poverty
9. Criminal justice system 
10. International social work 
Unless you choose International Social Work, you should focus on North America, and in particular, Canada. If you wish to write on a population/area of social work that is not on this list, you must seek approval from the instructor before 18th February.

What your paper should include:
1. A short introduction
2.   One of the following:
A discussion of the history of the issue/issues faced by the population, including any attempts to improve wellbeing in relation to the issue (by social workers or others). The content will depend on the area chosen, but could answer the following questions:
· What have been the issues in the wellbeing of this population/ the population associated with this issue historically?
· What is the (recent or longer-term) history of social work addressing (or not) the needs of this population? Are there any critiques of the history of ‘helping’ in this area?
· How have the needs of this population been historically addressed outside of formal social work, either by the population itself or others?
OR
A discussion of how theoretical approaches to social work can apply to this issue/issues faced by the population. The content will depend on the area chosen, but could include:
· How have different theoretical approaches to social work historically been used with to address this issue/issues faced by this population? Are there any critiques of these approaches that can be applied to social work in this area?
· How are different theoretical approaches to social work used in the present, or how could they be used in the future, with this population? 
· What are the advantages/disadvantages of different theoretical approaches in relation to this issue/issues faced by this population?

3. A description of the current context of social work on the issue(s) you have identified (based, where possible, on the learning in Class 5). The content will depend on the area chosen, but could include:
· What are the different types/areas of social work practice that apply?
· How might social work on this issue intersect with other issues/populations?
· What are different national/provincial/municipal policies or laws that shape social work on this issue?
· How do professional regulatory requirements shape social work on this issue?
· How do the standards for social work education apply to work on this issue?
· Is social work on this issue currently in a process of transition? What is behind this transition?
4. A short conclusion

Note the whole assignment should be double-spaced and 4-5 pages excluding the title page and reference list (see course outline for more details). 

Referencing
You will need to use both primary and secondary sources for this paper, including course readings and others. 
You should use at least 3 academic sources (journal articles or academic books) in addition to any course readings and relevant grey literature. 

Grading
It is important to note that we are not expecting a comprehensive answer to all of the above questions. This would be impossible in 4-5 pages! 
Rather, we are looking to see that you have understood and can apply relevant foundational concepts to an area in which you are interested: There are many different ways in which you could write an assignment that addresses the criteria above. 



Grading rubric
	Criterion
	Earned points

	
	

	Discussion of history and/or theoretical approaches in relation to the population/issue. 
The best papers will both show understanding of the history/theoretical approach(es) and apply them appropriately to the population/issue.
	/20 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion of current context of social work and this population/issue.
The best papers will demonstrate both understanding of the general context of social work and knowledge of the specific context for the population/issue.
	/20 

	Completeness and accuracy of citations and reference list
	/5 

	Quality of writing and editing 
	/5 

	Subtotal = 
	

	Deductions: 
-1 per missing source if 3 additional academic sources not used (see above)
	

	Final grade = 
	/50



Points will be awarded for the different criteria to correspond with the School of Social Work grading guidelines detailed in the course outline (pp. 11-12). The equivalent points for each grade range is included in the table below.
For example, if a paper includes an exceptional discussion of history and/or theory, but only a little on the current context, it would score the equivalent of an A (between 16 and 20) for the discussion of history and/or theory, but the equivalent of a C (between 12 and 13.5) for the current context. You are therefore advised to pay attention to all the criteria.
	Component
	Earned points
	Grade range conversion to points

	
	
	Needs work
(F-range)
	Fair
(D-range)
	Acceptable
(C-range)
	Good
(B-range)
	Exceptional
(A-range)

	Discussion of history and/or theoretical approaches…
	/20 
	0-9.5
	10-11.5
	12-13.5
	14-15.5
	16-20

	Discussion of current context…
	/20 
	0-9.5
	10-11.5
	12-13.5
	14-15.5
	16-20

	Completeness and accuracy of citations and reference list
	/5 
	0-2
	2.5
	3
	3.5
	4-5

	Quality of writing and editing 
	/5 
	0-2
	2.5
	3
	3.5
	4-5


Late penalties will be applied by the instructor in CULearn after the TA has submitted the earned grade. 

Grading timeline
While the papers are being graded, students will NOT be able to see the assignment link on CULearn (see course outline for details of how to submit late assignments). 
Questions
Please post questions to the forum in CULearn.
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