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FINA 230
Introduction to Financial Management
Section EC
Winter 2019
This syllabus is subject to change and any changes will be posted in the Announcements section of your eConcordia portal.

Disclaimer: In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University's control, the content and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.
About the Course
Instructor
Instructor: Ms. Julie Slater
Instructor Contact Information: fina230@econcordia.com.
This email address allows you to contact Professor directly with any general inquiries. If you have any questions or concerns about the course, or if there is a delay in hearing back from your TA, please do not hesitate to use this email.

TA Contact Information: available through the course website
Note: Please email your TA with any questions or concerns you have, or if you require further feedback. Also, allow for a 24 hour response time during the week (Monday-Friday). Teaching Assistants check their messages once over the 48 hour weekend period and are not available on statutory or university holidays.
Course Description
This course provides an overview of financial management.  It introduces some of the basic terms as well as the role that finance plays in the firm and markets today.  Specifically, this course will cover the following topics:  the role of the financial manager; the different types of business organizations; how the financial market works; accounting income versus cash flow; book value versus market value; financial ratio interpretation; time value of money; discounted cash flow analysis; how to value bonds and stocks; the basics of options; and making financial decisions.
Note: JMSB students may not take this course for credit.
Note: This course does not count towards the requirements for the Minor in Business Studies.
Note: Students who have received credit for this topic under a COMM 299 number may not take this course for credit.
Learning Objectives
FINA 230 provides students with an understanding of the basics of financial management.  Students will learn fundamental concept of time value of money, the basic methods used to value corporate securities such as bonds and stocks, and how to evaluate investments using discounted cash flow analysis.
At the end of the course, the student should be able to:
1. Explain some key concepts of financial management.
2. Apply financial management concepts to specific situations.
3. Solve financial management problems and make sound decisions.
Online Course Material
The material for this course consists of the required online textbook and the FINA 230 course website which includes online readings, study guides, recorded lectures and notes, practice questions and solutions, Discussion Board, and other course material. 
Each lesson module provides online readings, study guides, recorded lectures and notes, and practice questions and solutions.
In addition, there are several other helpful modules.  There is a module for the math review, containing questions and solutions to help you with your algebra. There is a module for midterm exam practice, containing practice questions and solutions to help you prepare and review for the midterm exam.  There is a module for final exam practice, containing practice questions and solutions to help you prepare and review for the final exam.
Required Online Textbook
Customized e-textbook of:  Ross, S.A., R.W. Westerfield, B.D. Jordan, & G.S. Roberts, Fundamentals of Corporate Finance, 9TH Canadian edition, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 2016.
This textbook is only available online as an e-book through the course website.
· Once you purchase your account to access the online course, register your Texidium account first.
· The electronic textbook materials can be downloaded from Texidium Windows or Mac mobile apps.
· The electronic textbook materials can be printed in the Texidium desktop apps for Windows and Mac or the online version.
Note: Students also require a non-programmable calculator.  A financial calculator such as the TI BA II Plus is recommended.
Course Website
The course website can be accessed at www.econcordia.com

Your eConcordia account will be valid until the end of the term for which you are registered. 

Your account will allow you to access the online course material, which includes videos, notes, discussion boards, all graded course components, useful links, readings and many more resources from the course website for the duration of the term.
Assessments
Graded Assessments
	Midterm Exam                    
	40%

	Final Examination (see Note below)            
	60%


Note: Please be advised that a minimum grade of 40% on the final and 50% overall is required to pass the course.
Description of Graded Assessments
Midterm Exam
The midterm exam is done online.  The midterm will be open for 48 hours, from Thursday March 7, 12:01 a.m. until Friday March 8, 11:59 p.m.  You will have 2 hours from your start time or until the midterm closes at 11:59 p.m. Friday March 8, whichever comes first.  You will not be able to continue working once the midterm closes.  Save your work often.  If you miss a midterm for a valid and documented reason, email your Instructor before the start of the midterm and provide the documentation (i.e. Doctor’s note) as soon as possible.  If you miss the midterm for an invalid reason such as: I forgot, I didn’t feel like it etc., you will receive a zero for the midterm. 
I will also provide a practice quiz so you can practice using the eConcordia quiz system before you take the actual midterm exam.  This practice quiz is not part of your graded assessment.
Final Exam 
The final exam is 3 hours long and is held in a classroom.  It is scheduled by the Exams Office and is during the final exam period.  Plan your travel accordingly.  Electronic equipment such as cell phones and organizers are NOT permitted in exam rooms
Grades
In order to view your grades throughout the semester, click on the My Grades link in your eConcordia portal.

It is your responsibility to ensure your work has been received (to be verified as outlined in your midterm instructions) and to contact your TA via e-mail for clarification if you have any questions concerning your grades.

Your final letter grade for the course will be posted in your MyConcordia Portal at the end of the term.
Grading
	A+
	90-100 
	B+
	77-79
	 C+
	67-69
	 D+
	57-59
	FNS
	<50

	A
	85-89
	B
	73-76
	 C
	63-66
	 D
	53-56
	 
	 

	A-
	80-84
	B-
	70-72
	 C-
	60-62
	 D-
	50-52
	 
	 


 Policies: Late Submissions and Extensions
· If you are unable to write an exam on the assigned date, it is your responsibility to ensure that you communicate this issue to your Instructor prior to the scheduled date, via e-mail, to fina230@econcordia.com.
· Please note that you are responsible for the version of the work you submit to the website. If you submit an incomplete or incorrect version of your midterm to the website, the answers posted in your eConcordia portal are the ones that will be graded.
· Please give yourself enough time for online submission of your midterm in case of a technical issue.
· In the event that a technical problem does arise while submitting your work, please send a copy of the error message you received in the body of your e-mail as well as the file containing your work to helpdesk@econcordia.com and one of the agents will assist you. 
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1. Email:  You can email me any questions that you may have.  Please note that I may forward your email to the tutors if I feel they are better suited to answer your question. 
2. Tutors:  You can email the tutors any questions that you may have concerning the course material.
3. Discussion Board:  There is a “Discussion Board” where you can post your questions.  This will be monitored by the tutors.
4. Math Review:  The math review provides questions and solutions to help you with your algebra.
5. Practice Questions and Solutions:  In each lesson module, I provide practice questions and solutions.
6. Practice Exam Questions:  The practice exam question modules provide questions and solutions to help you prepare for the midterm and final exams.
Concordia Support Services
Concordia University offers many on-campus support services that are available to students free of charge.  The web link http://www.concordia.ca/students/help4u.html is a virtual student information desk.  You can also visit http://www.concordia.ca/students/campus-services.htm.  Here is a list of some services at Concordia University:
· Advocacy and Support Services – http://www.concordia.ca/offices/advocacy.html
· Counselling and Psychological Services – http://www.concordia.ca/students/counselling-life-skills.html
· CSU Advocacy Centre  –  https://csu.qc.ca/advocacy
· Dean of Students Office – http://www.concordia.ca/offices/dean-students
· Financial Aid and Awards – http://www.concordia.ca/offices/faao.html
· Health Services – http://www.concordia.ca/students/health.html
· HOJO (Off Campus Housing and Job Bank – https://csu.qc.ca/hojo
· International Students Office – http://www.concordia.ca/students/international
· New Student Program – http://www.concordia.ca/students/new.html
· Student Hub – http://www.concordia.ca/students
· Student Success Centre – http://www.concordia.ca/students/success
Important Information
	Topic
	Link

	Academic Integrity
	Academic Integrity

	Academic Integrity Quiz
	How to take the quiz

	Access Centre for Students with Disabilities
	ACSD

	Concordia Library Citation & Style Guides
	Citing - Help & How-to

	Course Communication Tools
	Communication

	eConcordia Policies
	Policies

	Final Exams Information
	Final Exams

	Helpdesk/Support
	FAQ

	Refunds
	Refunds

	Technical Requirements
	Technical Requirements

	Tips for Studying Online
	Studying Tips



Tutorial Companies
Please note that private tutorial companies, some of whom aggressively promote their services on and off campus, are not authorized by Concordia University to distribute flyers on University premises and may not use Concordia University facilities to promote or provide their services. 
Concordia University and its academic departments do not have any affiliation with these companies even though names such as JMSB, Concordia, or references to specific departments often appear in a visible way. If you are interested in the University’s approved tutoring services, consult the services listed in your course outline or other services listed on the University’s website.
FINA 230 - Introduction to Financial Management
Agenda
Winter 2019
All deadlines indicated are on the due date listed by 11:59 p.m. unless otherwise indicated.
	
	Review the Course Outline and Agenda

	
	Navigate the Course Website

	
	Course Introduction

	January 07
	Lesson 1: Math Review

	January 07
	Discussion Board opens at 2 PM.

	
	Formula Sheet



	Week 2: January 14 - January 20

	January 14
	Lesson 2:  Introduction to Financial Management



	Week 3: January 21 - January 27

	January 21
	Last day to add or swap courses in this term

	January 21
	DNE Date: Academic withdrawal deadline (with tuition refund)

	January 21
	Lesson 3: Financial Statements, Cash Flow, and Taxes



	Week 4: January 28 - February 3

	January 28
	Lesson 4: Working with Financial Statements



	Week 5: February 4 - February 10

	February 04
	Lesson 5: Introduction to Time Value of Money



	Week 6: February 11 - February 17

	February 11
	Lesson 6: Discounted Cash Flow - Part 1



	Week 7: February 18 - February 24

	February 18
	Lesson 7: Discounted Cash Flow - Part 2

	February 18
	Practice Quiz – To practice using the eConcordia quiz system (this is not part of your graded assessment)



	February 25
	Mid‑term break begins.

	March 01
	President's Holiday - University closed.

	March 03
	Mid‑term break ends.



	Week 8: March 4 - March 10

	March 04
	Midterm Exam Practice Questions

	March 07
	Two-hour online midterm exam; open from Thursday March 7, 12:01 a.m. to Friday March 8, 11:59 p.m.  You have two hours from the time you start the exam or until the exam closes at 11:59 p.m. Friday March 8, whichever comes first.  You are unable to continue working after the midterm closes.  Save your work often.



	Week 9: March 11 - March 17

	March 11
	Lesson 8: Interest Rates and Bond Valuation



	Week 10: March 18 - March 24

	March 18
	DISC Date: Academic withdrawal deadline from winter-term courses. (Without tuition refund) 

	March 18
	Lesson 9: Stock Valuation



	Week 11: March 25 - March 31

	March 25
	Lesson 10: Net Present Value and Other Investment Criteria



	Week 12: April 1 - April 7

	April 01
	Lesson 11: Basics of Option Valuation

	April 01
	Course Evaluation released

	April 06
	Last day for instructor-scheduled tests or examinations



	Week 13: April 8 - April 13

	
	Review all lessons and study material in preparation for the final exam.

	April 08
	Final Exam Practice Questions

	April 13
	Deadline to complete the course evaluation.

	April 13
	Last day of classes



	Examinations Period: April 16 - May 5

	April 19
	University closed

	April 20
	University closed

	April 21
	University closed

	April 22
	University closed

	
	Final Exam date, time and location is posted on your MyConcordia Portal
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