Dr. Abelard Luis Cabral 
· Wanted to avoid trouble for his family; but ended up not being able to save them from the inevitable nonetheless 
· Has a mistress
· This proves that he is selfish at times 
· He does not care for his wife’s feelings in the matter and has a mistress for greedy and selfish reasons 
· This demonstrates Abelard’s character does have a few flaws
· Chapter Five: Poor Abelard
· Abelard was in no way poor; he was wealthy
· The “poor” meaning that we the audience are to feel pity for this character 
· The title foreshadows his upcoming struggles
· “When the family talks about it at all – which is like never – they always begin in the same place: with Abelard and the Bad Thing he said about Trujillo” (211)
· The family never talks about Abelard; it’s as if they want to forget what happened… like they feel shame for their family 
· Also, this statement is false 
· Abelard never said anything bad about Trujillo
· This was made up because Abelard didn’t want Trujillo to sexually assault (or even rape) his daughter, Jacquelyn
· Three Identities; Brilliant-doctor, paranoid-drunk, and prisoner
· Brilliant Doctor
· Fluent in Spanish, English, French, Latin, and Greek
· Deemed a “brilliant doctor” who “possessed one of the most remarkable minds in the country” (213)
· He “was a Brain” (213-4)
· Mental description of his persona; a brain
· Encouraged his daughters to read; he wanted them to follow into his professional footsteps 
· Paranoid-Drunk
· “Abelard was taking an enormous risk.” (218)
· “For the next three months Abelard waited for the End.” (223)
· This is when his paranoia really began 
· He was in constant fear of Trujillo mentioning his eldest daughter to him 
· During this time, he “lost nearly twenty pounds”, “began to drink copiously”, and “nearly killed a patient” (223)
· He had lost sight of his true self, all he could do was worry and drink 
· Abelard was no longer himself
· “Screamed at his daughters and wife almost every day.” And “Could not get it up much for his mistress.” (223)
· Because of his constant fear and constant state of drunkenness, he would verbally abuse his family since he was under so much stress – he had to take it out on someone 
· He also couldn’t have proper sex any more – that’s how stressed he became 
· “Abelard nearly fainted when he saw the damn thing. Slumped back at his desk, his heart pushing up against his esophagus.” (228)
· This proves that Abelard was so afraid, he almost passed out from the shock and nervousness
· His heart was practically pushing up against his throat
· Although he was mean to his family, this proves that he’s very concerned for their well-being 
· He just wants them to be safe 
· “He attended confession almost every day and talked to the priest but got nothing out of it except to pray and to hope. He was going through three bottles of whiskey a day.” (231)
· Although Abelard was not Catholic (?) he still went to confession, that’s how nervous he was
· He decided to ditch religion to find a way to keep his daughter safe
· This also shows how bad his alcoholism got 
· “Hated himself to his core.” (232)
· At this point, Abelard doesn’t even like himself anymore 
· He hates himself for his decisions he’s made in his life 
· “I can’t do that, he said miserably, I can’t leave my family.” (232)
· When Lydia gave him an offer to help his family escape Dominican Republic, Abelard couldn’t go through with it 
· He said that he couldn’t leave his family 
· It also mentions that he says it miserably, meaning that family is very important to him 
· “He just knew. Knew he just couldn’t do it.” (232)
· When the time came for the party, Abelard couldn’t let his daughter join
· He told his wife and his daughter to forget about the party 
· He chose the moral decision over the selfish one
· He’d rather get in trouble that have his daughter defiled 
· “There was relief – like he needed anything else on his plate, and what if it had been another daughter?” (235)
· This proves that not even children bring him joy anymore
· He doesn’t want another child in fear of having another daughter that Trujillo might sexually abuse 
· Nothing could make him happy anymore 
· Prisoner 
· “You are where you belong.” (238)
· This was said to Abelard when reaching the prison
· This is a false statement – Abelard should not be in prison 
· They try to make him feel guilty 
· “Punched him in the face.” (239)
· They abused him at the prison; tried to break down what was left of his spirits 
· “Being shoved into a general holding cell.” (239)
· “The guards then proceeded to inform the other prisoners that Abelard was a homosexual and a Communist – That is untrue! Abelard protested – but who is going to listen to a gay communista?” (239)
· At this point, the guards make up stories about him to alienate him from the rest of the prisoners 
· “Abelard was harassed lovely and most of his clothes were stripped from him.” (239)
· Resemblance to Concentration Camps; being striped down to nothing 
· “Abelard was forced to hunker naked near the shit pots; if he tried to crawl near the dry areas the other prisoners would scream at him. (…) He had to sleep amidst urine, feces, and flies, and more than once he was awake by someone tickling his lips with a dried turd.” (240)
· Living like an animal 
· Horrible living conditions
· Inhumane 
· “The deviants didn’t allow him to eat, either, stealing his meager allotted portions three days straight. On the fourth day a one-armed pickpocket took pity on him and he was able to eat an entire banana without interruption, even tried to chew up the fibrous peel, he was so famished.” (240)
· He wasn’t even allowed to eat
· The only reason he even got a piece of fruit was because someone took pity on him 
· “In February 1946, Abelard was officially convicted of all charges and sentenced to eighteen years. Eighteen years!”
· That is a ridiculous sentence for not letting the president sleep with your daughter 
· “Served fourteen straight years in Trujillo’s justice. What a nightmare.” (250)
· The narrator himself admits this is an absolute nightmare
· Abelard spent over a decade in jail for wanting to save his daughter from a sexual predator
· “A thousand tales I could tell you about Abelard’s imprisonment (…) but I’m going to spare you the anguish, the torture, the loneliness, and the sickness of those fourteen wasted years.” (250)
· “In 1960, (…) Abelard underwent a particular gruesome procedure. He was manacled to a chair, placed out in the scorching sun, and then a wet rope was cinched cruelly about his forehead.” (250-1)
· Another disgusting torture mechanism to break Abelard
· It worked…
· “Abelard survived it but was never the same.”
· This is where Abelard has lost himself completely
· He was already lost before, but now he was just broken and not the same
· “It was said he died a couple of days before Trujillo was assassinated.” (251)
· Relates to the fuku, the curse
· Dies right before Trujillo does 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]When his mental torture would have finally been over
· Trujillo
· “When banquets were held in Trujillo’s honor Abelard always drove to Santiago to attend. He arrived early, left late, smiled endlessly, and didn’t say nothing.” (215)
· He did the proper thing – the right etiquette – all along 
· He was polite and did his civic duties 
· He should not be considered a bad citizen in the eyes of Trujillo or anyone else 
· “As soon as he realized (…) he pulled a Rapunzel on her ass and locked her in.”
· This is very important as this decision is what caused Abelard all his pain and suffering 
· Abelard wanted to protect his eldest daughter from the sexual predator known as Trujillo 
· This is where his slow descent into paranoia commences 
· “If you think the average Dominican guy’s bad, Trujillo was five thousand times worse.” (217)
· This statement proves that Trujillo is depicted as a very bad man 
· He is also compared to Sauron from LOTR, who is a villain
· This proves that Trujillo can be compared to a villain
· “In this climate, hoarding your women was tantamount to treason.” (217) 
· Note “in this climate” meaning their Dominican lifestyle
· This is a part of their identities; fathers must “cough up their muchachas” 
· “Getting raped by her Illustrious President was the furthest thing from her excellent mind.” (218)
· This statement proves that Trujillo rapes women whenever he pleases and can get away with it as he has the title of “president”
· This statement also proves that Jacquelyn had no idea of the horrors of the world; Abelard protected her, shielded her from this 
· He always had good intentions from the get-go for his daughters 
· “By then, he prophesied, Trujillo would be dead, and the Dominican Republic would be a true democracy.” (227)
· Only if Trujillo is dead, would Dominican Republic have a true democracy
· This means that the current democracy is not so great
· Is this how other citizens thought? They just have to wait another decade and then finally they can have a real democracy?
· “In February there was another Presidential Event (…) and this time the invitation was explicit. (…) The daughter Jacquelyn part had been underlined by the party’s host. Not once, not twice, but three times.” (228)
· This is where Trujillo forces a meeting with Jacquelyn – he can no longer wait 
· “But this isn’t human! | When has this country ever been human, Abelard?” (229)
· This is a conversation between Abelard and Lydia, his mistress 
· This demonstrates that the country has not yet been human – not with Trujillo (and many more presidents like Trujillo) dictating them 
· “Not four weeks after the party, Dr. Abelard Luis Cabral was arrested by the Secret Police.” (233)
· This proves that since Trujillo didn’t get his way, he decided to arrest an innocent man 
· He arrested Abelard for hiding his daughter from him, which is not a proper reason to arrest someone 
· “Most of the folks you speak to prefer the story with a supernatural twist. They believe that not only did Trujillo want Abelard’s daughter, but when he couldn’t snatch her, out of spite, he put a fuku on the family’s ass. Which is why all the terrible shit that happened happened.” (243)
· Superstitions
· The citizens believed that Trujillo put a “curse” on his family
· “There were no papers, no civil rights groups, no opposition parties; there was only Trujillo.” (247)	
· Such a powerful statement
· Everybody was on Trujillo’s side or against him, in his opinion
· All that work…. For nothing 
· Socorro (the mother) stepped in front of a speeding ammunition truck (248)
· Jackie drowned in her godparents’ pool (249)
· Astrid got shot in the back while praying (250)
· “Of the original family quartet, Abelard lived the longest.”
· Although he did all of this to save his daughter; his original family all died within the end 
