European History: Lecture 8 & 9 (The Rise of Fascism)
Monday February 11th / Monday February 25th, 2019 
Plan of Lecture:
1. Introduction
2. Fascism in Italy
3. Fascism in Germany: National Socialism
a. Contexts
b. Adolf Hitler and the NSDAP program
c. The Rise to Power:
i. The 1923 Beer Hall Putsch 
ii. The Depression arrives ...
4. Fascism (?) in Spain:
a. Context: The Popular Front
b. The Spanish Civil War
5. Conclusion: Why Fascism? 
Part 1:
Why Does Fascism Arise?
Weakness of Democracies
· Democracy is horrible during this period 
· It is an attempt to bring together political theory and reality 
· Late in the 19th century, mass politics tended towards the liberal 
· Many workers aren’t given the same rights as the rising middle class in the 19th century so this is why we see this movement to the left
· The left is quite strong and socialism has tremendous strength 
· However in the 1920’s and 1930’s the lower classes moved the right
· This was because the left didn't provide the answers
· Socialism does not cure the illness within society 
· The second thing is that nationalism has some way succeeded even though democratic application has not
· Workers see themselves not only as workers but as workers of this or that “nation” 
· The problem is that socialism in theory, rejects nationalism 
· Nationalism is the opium of the masses as it fools people to work hard for no benefits to them or their class
· Fascism on the other hand, does not reject the nation 
· German, Italians, etc did not want to trade their nationality for some socialist goals 
· That is why Nazi’s are called national socialism 
· The other thing was that the liberal state (capitalist) did not see as solving the problems of the age and that it was a superficial nation 
· Fascism argues that “liberal democracy” is an arbitrary model and that Fascism can be more genuine by facing it on the will of the nation rather than an arbitrary political model  
· Fascism also arose not in countries with weak democracies but also within highly entrenched democratic nations like UK, Canada, USA

Fascism in Italy
Benito Mussolini
· He started off as a socialist politician before WWI
· In 1913, he becomes a member of the Milan city council as a socialist politician 
· He serves in the First World War
· When he went to fight, he hoped the worker nation that is Italy would obtain more land out of this war from Austria-Hungary 
· After the war he went back to politics 
· In march of 1919 he created the Fascist movement and he takes as his symbol the axe of Ancient Rome that symbolizes strength through unity and he states that “we must go more than socialism” “We must mix nationalism of Italy to social radical programs” 
· He stated we must “destroy the flabby pre war institutions of Italy”
· He argues for:
· A new constituent assembly and a good democratic structure 
· The abolition of the senate 
· Woman must have the right to vote 
· There must be an 8 hour work day and no more 
· Workers must control factories 
· Confiscate the churches property and redistribute lands to the peasants 
· Support veteran rights and grant them greater opportunity
· This is a very socialist argument like workers must control factories 
· While he is advancing these ideas, he attacks the socialist party that they are weak and idealist and attack the Italian nation	
· They are internationalist and not nationalist 
· He commits violence against the socialist party
· He burns down the socialist newspaper HQ that he worked at 
· It is unclear at this time if Fascism is closer to socialism or further apart from it 
· He organizes a paramilitary movement as well “Black shirts” who are veterans returning from the War: Squadristi 
· They are dillusioned intellectuals 
· War veteran officers 
· These blackshirts are hired by factory workers as Italy was on the verge of anarchy at the time (due to economic reasons)
· In 1920, they have 30,000 followers and in 1922 there are 300,000 followers
· They become ever more nationalist 
· By October 1922, he states that there should be a march to Rome and take the government 
March on Rome
· They never take Rome by force
· The King of Italy invited Mussolini to form a coalition government 
· They share power with a bunch of other parties 
· The cabinet only contains 4 Fascists including Mussolini and 3 other important ministries:
· This is foreign minister (himself)
· Interior minister (himself)
· And Prime minister (himself)
· Finance 
· Justice 
· And 10 other non-fascist cabinet members
· In 1926, Italy outlaws all parties other than Fascist party 
· Mussolini is the father of nationalism 




Fascism in Germany 
Context
· Germany is racked with instability 
· Early on, the Weimar republic is losing the battle with the veterans 
· This is a society that is radicalized by this experience in the first world war
· They lose this because of financial difficulties 
· There are millions of unemployed veterans who are facing personal and familial problems 
· Secondly there is frustration about the War time experience 
· Veterans come back from war less healthy 
· Veterans do not retire to society as they were before and they became pessimistic about the society they sacrificed their years for
· The officers and higher military elite maintain the networks of their war time buddies and how the Weimar Republic stabbed Germans in the back
· There is a tradition within Germany from the 19th century of blood and soil nationalism
· Very proud form of nationalism 
· That through the German nation, they can find their inner human dignity 
· In the 1920’s we see attempts of coups to bring about army control of society 
· Bavaria in 1920, it is a very much socialist government (almost communist)
· As a result many of the Freikorps try to take control of the Bavarian government but it fails

Adolf Hitler 
· Born in 1889 in Austria, not Germany 
· He moves to Vienna and fails as an artist 
· He finds his purpose in the first world war in the Bavarian army 
· After the first world war, he is reluctant to sever his ties and continues to serve in army intelligence 
· In 1919 he is sent out to monitor the German Workers party which is a nationalist anti-socialist party by Anton Drexler 
· He starts to monitor this group and eventually quits the army and attempts to work for this party 
· He renames it the National Socialist German Workers Party (NSDAP)
· The party grows its numbers and he attracts supporters by his impassioned speeches and brings in the Freikorps 
· Who function as paramilitary units sometimes in coordination and sometimes not with the Weimar Republic 
· Eventually these become the SA
· The night of the long knives (Rohm Purge) was an attempt to destroy the socialism within the party 
· a purge of the party and reorganization of it urged by Heinrich Himmer and Herman Goring 
· they purged the SA as they were seen as a threat to the party and the role of Ernst Rohm as they feared a coup 

National Socialist German Workers Party (NSDAP) 1918 
· 25 points:
[image: ]
[image: ]
· It is a party against class, (war profiteering) 
· Nationalization of industries (that is socialism) 

Supporters of Hitler
· Small craftsman 
· Highly places military members, veterans, nationalists 
Why?
· They felt deprived by the Weimar Republic
· They wanted to get rid of the Versailles treaty 
· They also supported Hitler because of their anti-Semitism 
· They represented the grievances of the lower and middle class 
· The emphasis overtime became not adherence to these policies but rather mass mobilization and propaganda
· If the audience is anti-Semitic, talk about Jews
· If the audience is industrialists, talk about the Versailles treaty   

Part 2: 

· Fascism argues for the supremacy of the nation but also the workers of the nation 
· Outlining the weakness of liberal capital democracies, and socialism 

Beer Hall Putsch, November 1923 
· The NSDAP attempt a coup to try to take power in the federal state of Bavaria 
· Hitler by this time had the support of the army within Germany and of the Friekorps
· The attempt of this coup was to capture Bavarian politicians and force them to support his national project 
· Some tasks were achieved
· The war ministry was occupied in Munich 
· Hitler fails however
· The coup falls apart and Hitler is arrested 
· In 1924, he is sentenced to prison and while in Prison he writes Mein Kampf 
· It is a key work that articulates his position 
· His party does gain much traction from 1925-1929
· In 1929 the depression comes which changed the political climate significantly 
· Certain individuals became ever more resonant for scapegoating
· “Jewish America”   
· In September 1930 there is an election in Germany, the NAZI party wins 19% of the popular vote and becomes one of Germany’s biggest political party 
Nazi Growth
· The growth leads to a growth of right-left polarization 
· As such, no coalition can form a government due to this extreme antagonism 
· As such, the president is obliged to rule by decree and create laws in the absence of a stable coalition and government 
· In 1932, there are two elections, one in July and a second one in November 
· In July the Nazi’s get 37% of popular vote 
· The moderate socialist party only falls to 21.5%
· The communist party gets 14%
· All of this is not going to create a stable economic climate
· In the second election, the Nazi’s fall to 33% but still supported by a third of voters 
· As such they are forced to join coalitions as they do not have majorities 
· on the 30th of January 1933, Hitler becomes Chancellor by President Hindenburg since the Nazi’s were the largest party in the parliament and allowed them an opportunity to create a coalition government 
· Hitler’s success is based on the left not knowing how to handle the issue causing them to splinter 
· Weimar Republic is a plurality model where majorities are hard to achieve 
· The Catholics and centrist parties align themselves with Hitler  
· All these parties that helped bring Hitler to power are all united under the fear of Marxism 
· Therefore they believed a strong nationalist movement will stop the Marxist threat 
· People are very scared at this time which also contributes to his success 

The Reichstag Fire, February 27-28
· A Dutch Communist burns down the Reichstag (so alleged) 
· As a result the Nazi party suspends the right to assembly and free speech as a national emergency is declared 
· On the 5th of march 1933, Hitler holds another election and the Nazi party wins 44% of the seats in parliament, therefore become the leading party
· In late march, the Nazi dominated parliament passes (enabling act) a law that allowed Hitler pass any law he wanted for the next 4 years (440-92) 
· In July 1933, Nazi party is declared the only legal political party and outlaws all the rest 

President Hindenburg 
· He dies in 1934, and Hitler becomes Chancellor and President powers (Fuhrer) 





Fascism in Spain 
Popular Front
· It is a response to the rise of right wing fascism 
· It is an alliance of Marxists, democrats, moderate socialists all to combat fascism 
· The strategy was to create a common left-wing resistance to fascism 
· It does not succeed because there are fundamental differences on the left 
· Classical Marxists
· A slow progression to communism
· Bolshevik Marxists 
· Wanted to undermine liberal democracy 
· Anarchists 
· Socialists 
· The largest middle class is scared of the popular front because there was a fear of the rise of Marxism and the end of democracy, and that Fascism was going to be replaced by Bolshevism 
· The popular front did not involve at first any influence from Moscow 
· In 1928, Stalin is against the exportation of Communism and did not want the international communist congress to negotiate with “sell out” socialists and did not want to be involved in the popular front at all 
· In the 1930’s, this changes quick and Stalin wants to change his mind due to Soviet Union Isolation 
· By 1933, Stalin denounces international revolution, and that he had not interest in exporting bolshevism 
· In 1934, Soviet Union joins the League of Nations and this grants all communist parties operating in Europe to work with socialists and the popular front to combat Fascism

Spanish Civil War 
· Spain is a very traditional society and the nobility, army, with the Church are very strong with tremendous influence on Spanish society 
· Many nationalities in Spain that were simmering to this period
· In 1931, the Spanish King renounces his crown and there was a strong grass roots Republican movement to replace the monarchy 
· The Second Spanish Republic is formed 
· Between 1931-1933 the Republic is weakened at its attempt to weaken the conservative institutions of the nobility, church, and the army 
· Between 1934-1936, conservatives start declaring to destroy the Republic
· This Republic created full franchise of women and men, gave the minority national communities local autonomy and was very progressive 
· The Republic very much adopted the Popular Front model of politics 
· They kept broadening their base, by working with anarchists, communists, rural workers etc
· The Right react to this, and Francisco Franco who is a Spanish General in Morocco decides to mutiny against the Republic and re-establish order 
· From 1936-1939 the Spanish war waged and 500,000 die 
· The Popular front of the Republic are reinforced by 40,000 volunteers from abroad including George Orwell and obtain military aid from the Soviet Union 
· USSR sends 400 trucks, 50 planes, 100 tanks, 400 pilots and tank riders 
· On the other side, the fascists also helped Franco by providing transport to him and his troops to reach Spain from Morocco
· Send 100,000 troops
· Hitler sends 6,000 soldiers + artillery and tanks 
· He also sends the Luftwaffe to practice tactics that were used later in WW2 against the popular front 
· Bombing of Guernica, 1937, the German condor legion bomb this town in Northern Spain in the Basque region
· It is a particular point where there is a tremendous amount of cynicism since it was attacked on a market day 
· In March of 1939, Franco takes Madrid and the Spanish Republic falls 

Why Fascism resonates
· It appeals to those who saw the liberal system as failing
· The economic crises were the functioning of that failing liberal system 
· Economically, communism was internationalist and the solidarity existed for workers, not workers of the nation
· Fascism outlined that the root of brotherhood is between the members of nations 	
· Communism argues that the connection is about the workers worldwide and not to the nation
· The Fascists argued that workers give life to the earth because that earth is their soil and their nation and that the limits of the workers should be the limits of the state 
· People as the root of culture is the root of fascism 
· Fascism provided psychological gratification since the modern liberal state undermined the normal social connections that had existed 
· The liberal state identified that the connection of citizens should be the idea of liberty, but the problem with that is that the idea of liberty is so broad and abstract that it isolated the idea of the nation 
· Something resonates to the idea of a national membership that fascism provides 
· Fascism allows people to feel a pride and connection to their nation that liberal states simply cannot provide easily 
· It was very easy to find scapegoats during critical times of the depression therefore allowing people to identify people as enemies in an attempt to help understand their suffering as the reasoning for their strife 
· The idea of race was hiding under social recognition but was always present and fascism exposed those insecurities and allowed discrimination to be part of the social norm 
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