Sample Final Exam Questions
1. Identify the types of the following inductive arguments, write down the logical form of the argument and assess the argument as weak or potentially strong. Explain why you think that the inductive argument is weak or potentially strong. For analogies, identify the parts of the analogy as well. (30 points / 10 each)

Ex. Taking medicine on a regular basis is like maintain a car. If you wait to change the oil till your engine loses compression and is smoking badly, it’s too late. You should take your prescribed medications regularly, whether you feel you need them or not.

This is analogy by property
Logical form:
X has properties A B C
Y has properties A and B
Therefore it is probable that y has probably C as well. 

This is probably weak analogy; comparing a car to a human organism doesn’t work: human organism is incomparably more complex than a cat, so the way to maintain either deffers significantly.

2) Identify the type of the following deductive arguments, write down the logical form of the argument by using the appropriate symbolic notation and assess it as deductively valid or in valid. (24 points / 8 each) (Taken from the exam itself)

Anyone who can shoot a musket while running is awfully nimble. Daniel Day lewis is awfully nimble. Therefore, he shot a musket while running during the making of the Last of the Mohicans.
Dictionary: M for “Anyone who can shoot a musket while running”, N for “is awfully nimble”. (Given to us)

M=>N
N
M

This is affirming the consequent and it is an invalid argument


3) Reconstruct the following argument in the standard form
[P1][P2]…, [C], Supply the missing premise(s) or conclusion [MP], [MC], If any, determine whether the argument is a simple T, V, or complex argument and draw its diagram. (8 points)

There is nothing really wrong with smoking pot now and again. Many ordinary people smoke pot now and again.
P1: There is nothing really wrong with smoking pot now and again.
P2: Many ordinary people smoke pot now and again.
MC: So there’s nothing really wrong with what ordinary people do now and again.

This is a T-argument
P1		P2
	C

Section on Logical Fallacies ( all are fallacious arguments)
(Fallacy names are given)
Just put the name of the fallacy.
