What is pop culture?
The most common definition identifies it with entertainment produced through and by commercial media (television, film and music) that have the economic and technological ability to reach large demographically diverse and geographically dispersed audiences. 

Culture- Practices that define us, every day rituals
Popular- Measured through patterns of consumption

Pop culture is mass produced commercial culture whereas high culture is the result of an individual act of creation. (the ballet, symphony)



Rationale for studying pop culture
Through the 20th century society moved away from church, community and spiritual practices that were replaced by commodities such as paper back novels, pop songs played on the gramophone, as in their content seemed to celebrate values of easy pleasure and instant gratification. (movies, television, music) F.R and Q.D Leavis realized it was impossible to shield impressionable minds from this trash so they suggested that schools focus on training students tastes to help them discriminate between true culture and its “multitudinous counter influences such as film, tv, advertising (the whole world outside the class room)
Discussions included the products of popular media culture and the ignorant masses who consume them. 
· Bringing popular culture into the classroom both acknowledged and promoted its legitimacy as a powerful social force.

· Pop culture is everywhere and by studying it, it allows us as consumers to view it on a different level and potentially see through its manipulations.

Mass vs folk

Folk culture refers to those cultural products and practices that have developed over time within a particular community or socially identifiable group and that are communicated from generation to generation and among people who tend to be known to one another. 

Mass culture- produced from unknown disparate audience. While the transmission of folk culture is generally technologically simple (face-to-face, oral communication) mass culture depends on electronic media to convey its message to the largest possible audience, to make the largest profit which essential is its goal.  

Example- Inuit soapstone carving vs rap music, although once folk culture can become mass culture and vice versa. 


High Vs Low

High culture is generally defined as culture viewed and consumed by upper class patrons. (symphony, ballet, museums, art) Not produced for mass media

Low culture is produced for mass media to generate profit. (music videos, pop concerts)

Ideology

Simplified- The process by which the set of values and beliefs that bind individuals together in a society become “naturalized”. 
Ideas and beliefs that shape a person’s perspective of the world.
Restricted- The difference between how things appear to be and how they really are. The process through which the real conditions in which people live are obscured by other ideas and beliefs, usually for the sake of maintaining political and social power. 

Ideology often makes false statements not only sound like the truth but also like common sense. 

Essential stereotypes and misconceptions that people shape a person’s behaviour or perspective of the world. 

Karl Marx dominant ideology is a system of morals and values established by those in power to control the working class. Because the working class was not aware of, therefore they were disempowered.

· Religion, culture, politics


Adorno and Horkheimer

The view human’s lives today as more restricted than ever. The culture industry produces culture that is designed to mislead those engaged in it, it reproduces incessantly the values of capitalist culture. 
· Suggest that popular culture has become standardized and there is no variety, everything is split into a small number of subcategories. 

· Popular culture distracts us from seeing the way things really are.  Late-capitalism is standardizing art and restricting what is produced for consumers to enjoy. We are essentially being told what to listen to and what to watch. There is no creativity involved anymore. 

· They say it is all bad, does not take into account the creativity 

· They think art no longer exists
 
Argument- 
· Does not account for creativity
· What we have now is way beyond what they were working with
· A system needs resistance from outside as well as inside


· Ask for help with argument


Pseudo-individualism- Used in Marxist theory

The false misconception that consumers actually have a variety of choices, when in reality the same products are disguised over and over again which allow us to believe we are consuming new and different products. 

Implies the production of false identity: the experience of a sense of individuality and selfhood that doesn’t match up to the experiential depths that these terms usually suggest.  

Essentially a product that claims it will enhance one’s individuality while speaking to thousands of consumers at once. 


Frankfurt School
The Frankfurt School, known more appropriately as Critical Theory, is a philosophical and sociological movement spread across many universities around the world.


Stuart Hall-Race-The floating signifier
Blacks, for instance, are born not as intelligent as whites. Hall’s basic argument is that all attempts to show this scientifically, that blacks are not as intelligent as whites, have failed. And yet, there is a persistent and widespread 
belief in the inferior mental capacities of black folk. To understand why this should be the case Hall argues that we have to pay attention, not the objective facts of the situation alone, but to the stories the culture spins for us about what the physically differences we are born with mean. This involves examining the discourses that surround race. Taking what he calls a “discursive position”. That is, analyzing the metaphors, the antidotes, the stories, the jokes that are told by culture about what physical racial differences mean. 
In fact, when we do this, we see that historically things like skin color have been given many different meanings over the years. There is nothing solid or permanent to the meaning of race. It changes all the time. It shifts and slides. That’s why the title of this program is Race: The Floating Signifier. 

Representation and structural theories 
Ferdinand de Saussure semiotic theory- The relationship between the two parts of assign-a word (signifier) and the concept it refers to (the signified) is not natural but arbitrary, determined by convention. Meaning is produced not by correspondence between word and world but by differences within the system. (The letters, c, a, t are meaningless until they are put together to form a word that we can associate. 
Binary opposition- Things and concepts acquire meaning through what they are not, through their relation to terms that are more or less opposite and mutually exclusive. 
Structuralism- a signifier that when you look at it means one thing but can have a deeper meaning depending on who is looking at it. No two cultures have the same values and practices
Representation in pop culture is often the way we learn about people and cultures that are different than our own, often these representations are based on stereotypes and therefor further misconceptions. (distortions and limited views of other cultures)
Barthes and mythology
Roland Barthe believes that every word has more than just a literal meaning but also a assume a connotative, mythological significance depending on one’s cultural beliefs and values. For example the word tree, can be associated with nature, and goodness. 
Hegemony- The concept that refers to the ability of dominant groups in society to exercise control over weaker groups, not by means of force or domination but by gaining their consent, so it seems legitimate and natural. 
America has been so dominant in pop culture that their norms have shaped the developing world. The idea that America is the country to copy/ to make it in. 

 Such a cultural state leads to the acceptance of the resulting social, economical, and political discrepancies as normal. These social constructs, in turn, are viewed as natural and beneficial to the larger population, when in fact it benefits only the dominant group. It eventually functions to replace the majority's worldview with that of the ruling social class.

Saying people do have power and there are negotiations

Example. 
· Author kills off Sherlock Holmes but because of mass amounts of fans harassing author to bring back Sherlock, he did. 
· Family guy was on television then canceled, fans rallied behind and the show was brought back. 
· Archie was heterosexual and fans complained so a gay character was introduced

Modern Times
Charlie Chaplin film that implies that modern day work is no longer working to live but living to work. 

Ideology of capitalism

Creates classes, those who are more successful at selling and buying will be more wealthy and vice versa

Critics of capitalism argue that it establishes power in the hands of a minority capitalist class that exists through the exploitation of the majority working class and their labor; prioritizes profit over social good, natural resources and the environment; and is an engine of inequality, corruption and economic instabilities. Supporters argue that it provides better products and innovation through competition, creates strong economic growth, and yields productivity and prosperity that greatly benefits society as well as being the most efficient system known for allocation of resources.

Agency
The ability of individuals to act independently and make their own choices.
Structure (age, race, sex) are the factors that may limit an agent and their decisions

Sponsored content and separation of church and state

Keep your religion separate to your political views
No law will force religion upon people
Protects religious freedom

When news stories incorporate advertisements

Enclosure and Urbanization

In addition to the privatization of mostly rural land presented by enclosure, the process of urbanization contributed significantly to the reduction of open spaces available for recreation as land was expropriated for the building of industrial infrastructure. 

*Essentially taking public space and making it private. Happened as the industrial revolution took place. Parks and space were turned into industrial infrastructure. 

Pub became the social space



Fordism
Derived from the production process developed by Henry Ford. Assembly line labour that had negative effects humans. 
Discipline, uniformity
Turning the entire economy including human society into a well-run machine. Paid very low wages

Working Life during the industrial revolution

Pre-revolution workers had a strong sense of connectedness to their labour and its products. Workers were involved in every stage of production and took pride in the end product. 

Post industrial revolution workers have no direct economic stake in the products of their labour and only work on one fragment of the finished product while earning a small hourly wage. 

Rational recreation

The middle class trying to separate from the working class by becoming more civilized and intellectual. Getting away from drinking and blood sports to libraries and museums. 

Middle class believed recreation should be ordered, controlled and improving. 

Obrien and Szeman Production and value

Means+relations=modes of production

Production
Value


Representation and social class

Social media influence on pop culture

Social media platforms have altered the terrain of pop culture, blurring the distinction between mass and folk culture by allowing ordinary people to compose and share their own stories, commentaries, videos and images

Any person can create pop culture through social media.

Amir Saeed Musical Jihad
British Muslim hip hop pioneers Fundamental
Muslims are creating cultural, social and political spaces for themselves through hip hop. 
'Hip Hop should not be feared ... it needs to be authentically researched, understood, appre- ciated, and discussed'. The same can also be said of Islam. 
Sociological imagination- Wright Mills
Think yourself away from familiar routines of everyday life and look at them from an entirely new perspective. 
The relationship between a personal problem and a society issue
Personally benefiting from exercising may result in a society that promotes exercise by building trails and bike paths. 
Commodity fetishism
Essentially the feeling one gets from the purchase of a commodity
Society’s extreme obsession with material objects, the feeling it gives us rather than the object itself. (Apple)
Consumerism and Conspicuous consumption
Thornstein Veblen explored the uses in which “excess” consumption was already being put by the end of the 19th century. Wasted or excess consumption was a result of increased income.
Conspicuous consumption showed social class. Higher classes by things to show off wealth instead of just satisfying human needs.
Consumerism is the theory that buying goods and spending money is good for the economy. 
Opponents of consumerism believe that more simple living and less consumption is better for the environment. 
Capitalist overproduction
Bourdieu on consumption
Bourdieu saw things differently. He argued that differences in consumption express only the way in which consumption has been used to create and reinforce pre-existing class divisions. There is “no taste” that is more correct or accurate than any other. Rather, by virtue of their socio-economic status, groups in power have been able to transform their tastes into the legitimate ones by which others are measured.
Bourdieu argues that class status is gained, lost and reproduced in part through everyday acts of consumer behaviour. Being dressed incorrectly or displaying “vulgar” manners can cost a person a management or professional job. Conversely, you can gain entry into social circles or build lucrative business contracts by revealing appropriate tastes, manners and culture. 

Branding
[bookmark: _GoBack]Selling a lifestyle as opposed to a specific product. Patagonia advertises ethical ads buy telling us to buy less. 















