Final Exam		Human Nature and Social Values	Winter 2017
Kantian inclinations: <3
· Acts of inclination, are usually amoral (neither good nor bad) unless performing an inclined act is done at the expense of a morally good dutiful one, in which case it would be immoral.
· To do something because it makes you feel good or because you hope to gain something from it.
Kantian Duty: ☺
· Dutiful acts are the only genuine examples of morally good behaviour.
· Kant argues that acting out of pure duty has the highest value, because it is the right thing to do.
· Having “true” or “authentic” moral worth. 
· Contrary to Aristotle, that a good person would take pleasure in moral action. 
· We should act from respect for the moral law.
· We use the “Categorial Imperative” in acting for the mora law. 
· Rational and reasonable mind = free will = duty
Private Property:
· Private ownership to means of production.
· A cause of alienation.
· Participates in capitalism. 
Dialectic:
· History is always moving in a direction, but never straight. 
· GWF Hagel
· Thesis (original), Antithesis (the opposite), Synthesis (becomes the new thesis)
· Always returns to its first state
The Opiate of the People:
· Marx was making a structural functionalism argument about religion, and particularly about organized religion. 
· Marx believed that religion had certain practical functions in society that were similar to the function of opium in a sick or injured person: it reduced people's immediate suffering and provided them with pleasant illusions, but it also reduced their energy and their willingness to confront the oppressive, heartless, and soulless reality that capitalism had forced them into.
· Marx is saying that religion's purpose is to create illusory fantasies for the poor. Economic realities prevent them from finding true happiness in this life, so religion tells them that this is OK because they will find true happiness in the next life. 
· Although this is a criticism of religion, Marx is not without sympathy: people are in distress and religion provides solace, just as people who are physically injured receive relief from opiate-based drugs. Religion works!!!
· Life will be worst without religion
· Religion prevents us from evolving. 

ID/Ego/Super-Ego:
· The id is the impulsive (and unconscious) part of our psyche which responds directly and immediately to the instincts. 
· Life drive – pleasure 
· Death drive – adrenaline   
· The ego is the decision-making component of personality. Ideally, the ego works by reason, whereas the id is chaotic and unreasonable.
· Right vs Wrong
· Angel vs Devil on shoulders 
· The superego's function is to control the id's impulses, especially those which society forbids, such as sex and aggression. It also has the function of persuading the ego to turn to moralistic goals rather than simply realistic ones and to strive for perfection.
· Not born with it, we learn from it.
· The iceberg analogy
Repression:
· the psychological attempt made by an individual to them characterizes to direct one's own desires and impulses toward pleasurable instincts by excluding the desire from one's consciousness and holding or subduing it in the unconscious. 
· In psychoanalytic theory repression plays a major role in many mental illnesses, and in the psyche of the average person
· Plays as a defense mechanism, it ensures that what is unacceptable to the conscious mind, which would arouse anxiety if recalled, is prevented from entering into it’; and is generally accepted as such by psychoanalytic psychologists
· The alternate form of expression for sublimation. 
Sublimation:
· In psychology, sublimation is a mature type of defense mechanism where socially unacceptable impulses or idealizations are unconsciously transformed into socially acceptable actions or behavior, possibly resulting in a long-term conversion of the initial impulse.
· Sublimation is a defense mechanism where emotional energy is transformed and applied to socially acceptable activity.
· Unhealthy behaviours are formed, in expressing past events we want to sublimate.
· Dreams are the playground of sublimating. Can express feelings without consequences.
· We are sublimating our id.  
Freudian Drives:
· Id
1. Death drive (adrenalin) and life drive (pleasure)
Means/Ends: 
· A thing that is not valued or important but is useful in achieving an aim.

Means of Production:
· Private property is a means of production.
Social Darwinism:
· the theory that individuals, groups, and peoples are subject to the same Darwinian laws of natural selection as plants and animals.
“Survival of the Fittest”:
· "Survival of the fittest" is a phrase that originated from Darwinian evolutionary theory as a way of describing the mechanism of natural selection. The biological concept of fitness is defined as reproductive success. In Darwinian terms the phrase is best understood as "Survival of the form that will leave the most copies of itself in successive generations."
· Absolute fitness/human perfection (Ubermensh) 
Sociobiology:
· Sociobiology is a field of biology that aims to examine and explain social behavior in terms of evolution
Natural Selection:
· A longer process than artificial selection
1. Variation
2. Differential survival
3. Inheritance 
Being in itself/Being for itself:
· We all fundamentally desire to be god, in the sense that we want to be our own foundation. We would like to be perfectly complete and self justifying 
· We desire to become in itself for itself (Sartre) 
Bad Faith: 
· According to Sartre “bad faith” is the least authentic form of existence. Bad faith is not following one’s own choice and instead follows the norm of another person’s attitude. 
· They are not true to their own identity and live a lie which they believe is reality. In being pressured by societies norms, they ignore their conscious thoughts. 
· Most human life follow the path of bad faith as they were raised by people who also have bad faith. Having false beliefs to be closer to other people own values. 
· The sense of having an identity is lost when having a bad faith.  
Autonomy:
· Independence or freedom, as of the will or one's actions



[bookmark: _GoBack]Kantian Will:
· Every human is rational. The reason why there is a lack of rationality amongst humans is because of cowardice and laziness. 
· We are free to think for ourselves and yet to lazy and cowardice always looking for an easier route. These are sheep, predictable. 
Categorical Imperative:
· The fundamental principles of our moral duties.
· Act only on those maxims (or rules of action) that you could at the same time will to be a universal law.
· Before you act, consider the maxim or principle on which you are acting.
· Maxim – honestly wish to see become a universal law
· Humanity is always an end and never a means. 
Existentialism:
· a philosophical theory or approach that emphasizes the existence of the individual person as a free and responsible agent determining their own development through acts of the will.
Alienation:
· the state or experience of being isolated from a group or an activity to which one should belong, or in which one should be involved.
· To be separated from something
· Capitalism is alienated labour
· Alienated from the work
· ‘’ from the product of labour (no creative expression)
· ‘’ species being
· ‘’ from our fellow workers
Psychoanalysis:
· Psychoanalysis is a set of theories and therapeutic techniques related to the study of the unconscious mind, which together form a method of treatment for mental-health disorders.
· The individual psyche
· It is not that we are not free, it is because we are frequently divided within ourselves
· We must still choose between the two, even if both are pleasant to use. 


