PAP4315
Assignment 2- Week 4
Nicole Harrison
8204392

Question: 

Canada is normally characterized as a liberal welfare state, where the market is the dominant provider of welfare, as in other Anglosaxon countries. Yet it has some policies that defy that characterization, such as its predominantly public healthcare system. Does the power resources approach help us understand why the healthcare system was private before the 1960s, but is now primarily publicly funded? Please explain.

Answer: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Power resource theory claims that differences in organizational resources such as unions and left-leaning political parties are responsible for differences in distributional outcomes. The model is firmly rooted in a class-based conception of politics in which capital and labour have opposite preferences over the level of inequality. As we saw in the Youtube clip shown in class, the NDP government in Saskatchewan appealed to working class people in the province like farmers in order to garner support to pass public healthcare. If we apply power resource theory, this makes sense because they are the people who would benefit most from having a public healthcare system. Since power resource theory is rooted in a class-based conception of politics, it is natural that the ruling class (i.e. the doctors in this case) would be against it because, in their eyes, it threatens their potential to make money. However, the working class would be in favour of it because it would benefit them. In the case of Saskatchewan, public healthcare came into play when the NDP government, a leftist party, was elected. This, again, makes sense given that the power resource theory claims that differences in organizational resources such as unions and left-leaning political parties are responsible for differences in distributional outcomes. I think that the most important concept to note is that the balance of power is more fluid between capital and labour in power resource theory. In class we learned that capitalists have power in the market, but workers can seek power through the polity on the basis of socialist/social-democratic parties. This is exactly what I said in the previous statement. The NDP government in Saskatchewan put in place policies that favour workers, and thereby they altered distribution in inequalities. Therefore, I believe that the power resource theory can help explain why the healthcare system was private before the 1960s but is now primarily publicly funded through examination of the way that the NDP government appealed to the working-class Saskatchewan population in order to shift the feeling amongst the community, and hence the policy. 
