[bookmark: _GoBack]Wednesday January 23rd 2019

Understanding Argument: Questions for Discussion
1. The expressway was closed for three hours this afternoon because of the train derailment on the overpass.
This passage is an argument, because there is a premises explaining that the train derailed, and a relevant preceding conclusion 

2. When George finished speaking, Frances sat quietly for several minutes, her brow furrowed in intense concentration. Suddenly, she leapt up and ran to her room, rummaged through her desk, found a sheet paper, and scrawled a few words on it. She crammed it in an envelope, addressed and stamped the envelope, ran out of the house, and thrust it into the mailbox. “That’s done,” she said. “Now I am committed, and my life will never be the same again.”
This passage is not an argument, because there is no plausible premises as to how or why she is now committed, but a series of statements describing Frances putting an envelope in her mailbox. Therefore, there is no relevant conclusion.

3. The company laid off 250 assembly line workers last week because their sales had declined by 23 per cent in the past three months. The company seems to have had no choice.
This passage is an argument, because it gives the premises of the companies’ decision to lay off their workers; that they have a declining sales rate, and a relevant conclusion.

4. Mike refuses to vote because he thinks all political parties are the same.
This passage is not an argument, because there is no sound premises or logical strength of Mike’s statement.

5. I went for a walk last evening, but when I got to London Road it started to rain, so I turned around and came home.
This passage is an argument, because it includes a premises that and an indicator word, “so”, that obtains the conclusion. 


6. Hey, it’s seven o’clock; it’s time to go.
This passage is not an argument, because there is no premises or reasoning of as to why it is time to go.

7. To get rid of hiccups, breathe into a paper bag for a few minutes.
This passage is not an argument, because it contains no premises or statements for a conclusion.

8. By the end of the war in 1945, Churchill realized that, although Britain had won the war against the Axis powers, it was an economically devastated nation that would need massive foreign aid if it was to recover.
This passage is not an argument, because the premises are not relevant to the conclusion and therefore has no logical strength.

9. This is an important decision, obviously, I don’t want to decide in haste. I suppose, all thing considered, that the best thing to do would be to resign, but I would like to have until tomorrow to think about it.
This passage is an argument, because there is a premises stating that they would like to wait until the next day so that they aren’t deciding in haste, and a sound conclusion that refers to it. 

10.    It is a beautiful day out, and a walk in the park will make you feel better.
This passage is not an argument, because there is no premises that precedes the conclusion; making it a statement. 



