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Introduction:
[bookmark: _GoBack]            January 7th was the first day of ESLA 1500 class; the instructor had prepared two activities in order to help the students cooperate with each other with discussions and interactions. These activities had the same purpose: to practice the English language by speaking and listening while having fun meeting one another and break the ice.
Description of activities:
            The first activity was called the Tea Party. This activity first required some movements and changes in the class. The students had to toss the tables aside in order to make space for two rows of chairs. Each student had to sit on a chair facing another; the instructor then distributed a small pack of papers for the first row only. On each paper was written a sentence or a theme that was a key to open a conversation, such as: home, taxes, environmental issues, Canada and other. The students whom were seated in the second row had a minute or slightly more to response and talk about the theme, then they had to transfer to the seat preceding them with a new theme waiting. On the other hand, the row that owns the booklets was immobile, the students were restricted to change their places, and they were allowed to control the themes only. This activity was mostly in the instructor’s hands; she had assembled the themes that were general and was the one that ordered the time and movements.
            The second activity called Post-It had more narrowed themes and was more personal. After rearranging the class, the instructor explained that sticky notes should be used. Each one should write three keywords or themes on a sticky note and stick it on themselves where it could be easily seen by others. These words could be about anything that a person can discuss, like: hometown, hobby, idol, or even a memory. The professor gave an example of her favorite book “George Washington Black” by Esi Edugyan and explained why she thinks it is interesting. Thus, after that everyone decided and wrote down their three topics to talk about, the students had to walk around and ask each other about whatever topic is written on their note. This activity allowed the students to introduce who they really are and what is currently in their mind and thoughts and allowed the other students to see the other students that they didn’t have chance to meet in the first activity. 
 
Evaluation:
            Both of these activities were successful to satisfy their purpose. They were both as socially entertaining as educative and allowed the students to know each other more by speaking and listening in English. Although Post-it had more freedom to choose the person and topic, I personally preferred the Tea Party. On the contrary of Post-it, Tea Party was stricter and more precise about the themes discussed, it had more formal discussions which is more convenient for me since I do not like to share some personal details about myself, which explains why I had some trouble coming up with topics in the Post-it activity, but I enjoyed both activities anyway. 
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