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Bloom’s taxonomy is a hieratical model which is separated into six tiers. Each tier represents a set of learning objectives that one must achieve throughout the learning process in order to fully understand the topic being learned. Throughout my educational career thus far, I have found that the elements of the taxonomy my teachers have focused on most have been “Remember” and “Understand.” This is most likely because they are the foundation of the learning process and the basis of absorbing new information. In my past experience, I have found that teachers tend to focus on the students’ ability to memorize and restate in their own words the material being taught. Students are evaluated based on their ability to regurgitate information in test format. This inhibits the students such a myself from ascending to the higher learning levels of the model. I imagine that it is difficult for teachers to surpass these two low level tiers of the learning process as there are strict time constraints they must follow as well as a lot of information that must be taught. I do not believe that teachers wish to be stuck at these levels but due to the limitations they face they find themselves in the same situation year after year. 

After watching Sarmista Das’s interview which outlines the objectives of the Literary Peace Project, one can conclude that her goal is to challenge the traditional approaches to teaching and learning. In my opinion I believe that the learning objectives of the project correspond to the higher levels of Bloom’s taxonomy model, “Analyze”, “Evaluate” and “Create”.  The parameters of the project require students to write and recite a piece of poetry on extremism (“The Literary Peace Project”). This, forces students to begin the learning process at the highest tier of Bloom’s hierarchy “Create”. Giving students such an opportunity allows them to acquire a much more in depth understanding of the material. This is because, in order for students to “create” i.e. write their own poems, they must utilize tools from lower levels of the model. For example, in order to “Create” the poem, Das’s students must first “Analyze” and familiarize themselves with the material. They must identity the various components of the extremist view they have chosen to expand on (“Blooms Taxonomy”). In the following phase students must “Evaluate” they are forced to make a decision that support the views they are writing about. This requires a deeper understanding of the extremist views they have chosen to write about (“Blooms Taxonomy”). Incorporating these two tiers of the model into the learning process allows students to “Create” their own unique pieces of writing. In this final phase students must combine the information, theories and concepts they have acquired from lower learning levels in order to produce their own original pieces of work (“Blooms Taxonomy”). As a result of this, students who have participated in the Literary Peace Project consequently, have a more holistic understanding of extremist topics. 
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