		Historical Context of Athens
In the 5th century, around 440 BC, Athens consisted of 300,000 people. However only 40,000 out of this large number were eligible to vote. 
Only “citizens” could vote. 
Citizenship: Males that are 18 years of age or older.
-Metics
-Women 
-Slaves (no fewer than 100,000)
Citizenship was determined by descent, father had to be Athenian but was then opened up to it being both parents Athenian. 
1) Race-based , strong racial component 
“Democracy is not for everybody”
Metics could win citizenship as a reward for a service such as providing money for wars.
2) Military component
Fathers would enroll sons into tribal rolls at the local council once they turned 18, and they were required to serve 2 years in the military before they could attend assembly.
Citizenship allows you to:
· Attend assembly
· Speak & vote      ISEGORIA: Equality of speaking
· Attend and participate in religious cults and festivals
· Serve on juries (after the age of 30)
· Ability to stand for office as a magistrate 
· Capacity and right to own land (major form of wealth)
· Pay indirect taxes (which were raised through tariffs, imports/exports
ISONOMIA: equality of political rights
Assembly: - where citizens met to discuss the law and policies 
· 40 times a year
· Hillside setting (PYNX) 
· Capacity : 6,000 people
· Decision making was based off of rough estimates 
· Participation > Efficiency 
Councils:
Council 400/500: Citizens who set up agenda for assembly, members had to be 30 years of age or older
Courts:
· Annual panel of potential jurors (6,000) 
· Decisions made randomly (by lottery) 
· Voting happened in 2 stages: 1) Guilt , 2)Penalty 
· Penalty system: If someone was found guilty, they would propose a punishment for themselves first then a prosecutor would propose one as well.
· The jury then votes, the jury either consisted of 201 or 501 citizens
· Decision based off a numeric count
Magistrates: (350-600)
· Elected officials 
· Chosen from eligible citizens (30+) who nominated themselves
· Decision based off lottery 
· Terms lasted a year, after their terms ended they were reviewed to check if they overspent the money given to them, (basically audited to make sure they didn’t abuse the office) 
· Could be reelected (like service generals in the military)
Athens discovered silver mines so became prosperous. They would license mines out to certain individuals (citizens). And kept some silver for the city which was very profitable. 
The navy became a focal point for the democracy of the city. Because it was a slaved based society, they offered people in the navy citizenship. After that they started paying people to work on ships. They were basically instituting a practice that we still use now, compensation, which provides incentive.
Because they were providing people with citizenship, the Athens felt threatened by these newcomers.
Plato criticized democracy and said it wasn’t efficient and that basically, dumb people shouldn’t be allowed to vote.
He claimed that politics involves a form of knowledge that not everyone is capable of.   He provided arguments that democracy is a set of institutions.
Athenian democracy:
Educational system: formal
1) Individuals called sophists were paid to go to homes and teach children
-wealthy could only afford this
-yet the poor would pitch in together
Sophists taught conventional subjects such a science and math. They believed geometry was the paradigm of math and science that led to metaphysical implications. Reputation is in terms of teaching.
2) Poets (oral traditions) – foundational understanding of how to be a good Greek
-provided stories that are repositories of historical information
-stories about the Gods
-ethical and moral lessons
-lots of exaggeration 

    Greeks were taught:- 
Rhetoric – persuasive speech 
Eristic- persuasive speech to win an argument (form of questioning, yes/no answers). 
Socrates was a philosopher who practiced dialect. 
“Are there virtues that are universal?”
Elenchus was the form of cross examination that he used which also precedes by a yes/no answer. The purpose of elenchus is to determine the truth. It uses real definitions (vs nominal definitions). It demands sincerity, ‘truth cannot be found w/o sincere answers’.
Socrates said that institutions should be constructed for truth and that if someone wants to live a virtuous life, they shouldn’t get involved in politics. 
Section 18A: Philosophy and politics MIGHT be compatible. (Suggestion)
Virtue of the jurymen is to determine the truth. 



Plato: born in 427 BC, died in 347 BC. 
Critic who came from a wealthy family and was born midst the Peloponnesian war. His imminent family gives insight into his criticism of democracy. He was an associate of Socrates (who was his mentor), and founded the academy which was the first formal institution in Athens. 
DOES SOCRATES CORRUPT THE YOUTH?

                                                  Peloponnesian War
(Sparta vs Athens)
-lasted from 431 BC to 404 BC (27 years)
-It was the equivalent of a world war. 

	Sparta
	Athens

	Dual monarchy
	Democracy

	Not wealthy
	Wealthy 

	Strong land based army
	Strong navy

	
	 Merchant Based

	
	Silver Mines


 
Sparta would basically use their army to siege Athens every spring, and the Athenians would harass the Spartans in the Mediterranean using their navy. Neither side however we able to land a major because of these different military strengths. 
ALCIBIADES: an eloquent, charming general who lead Athenians 
He was leading the navy to a new front seracuz 
All the Greek gods were defiled, vandalized and damaged. 
The navy gets defeated on their way to serarucz, and Alcibiades was blamed (he was an atheist) 
The Athenians were weakened, and instead of Alcibiades returning, he goes to Sparta and gives up every military secret the Athenians had. This gave Sparta the upper hand and surrounding places cut off their flow of supply to Athens. Sparta finally takes siege of Athens. Alcibiades then slept with one of the kings of Sparta’s wife, and flees to Persia. 
The Persian king hated the Greeks but didn’t want to accept a betrayer. Alcibiades then returns back to Athens where they accept him because they had nothing left. 
Sparta was in control of Athens at that point and democracy was demolished. Democrats were being exiled, imprisoned, and executed. But democrats still tried to come back. This was when Plato/Apology takes place. Which brings us to “Is someone to be held responsible for the crime of another person” 
Tier of the 30: members (cousins of Plato)



Socrates: born in 469 BC, died in 399 BC (at 70 years old)
He was a notorious figure and interrogated people pursuing Elenchus. He was considered to be corrupting the youth. We have no actual writings from Socrates, but we have two sources which include Plato and Xenophon. 
In Plato’s writings, the further you go the less of a role Socrates actual character plays. Socrates never affirmed anything positive but mid dialogue- Plato provides positive context. 
What was weird and confusing about Socrates is that he never affirmed anything substantive about his own beliefs but would question others.
In terms of political thought: Socrates -> Plato -> Aristotle 
Plato never speaks in his own name, always in dialogue unlike Aristotle. 
People thought this was because of one of two reasons: 
1) It was a form of philosophical art
2) It was a teaching tool meant to show how Elenchus works.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The apology is one of the only historically accurate dialogues Plato has written, and it’s a great example of Elenchus. 
