SOCI Midterm Review – Chpt 1

Sociology
· The systematic study of human activity in context (e.g. cultural and historical context)
· Auguste comte is deemed to put this term into practice
· Herbert spencer coined the term “survival is the fittest”
· Scientific laws governing operation of society 

History of SOCI
Three revolutions and what they belived
· Scientific revolution 1550
· Using evidence and not speculation for finding
· Democratic Revolution 1750
· Americans and French Revolution made people discovered that humans can intervene and solve social problems
· Industrial Revolution 1780
· Due to mass industrialization, this cause divisions of labour and observant social patterns
Widespread of sociological concerns occurred in the 1900s (especially after 1850)

Emile Durkheim Suicide 1897 
· Social solidarity
· The degree to which group members share beliefs and values;
· The intensity and frequency of their interaction
· A systematic analysis of suicide rates in different localities and groups
· Found that degree of social solidarity was the leading factor as opposed to degree of menetnal disturbance)
· was no correlation between degree of mental disturbance and suicide rates
· but rather, that social solidarity is the most important factor attributed to causation

Sociological Major Trends
Functionalism
· 1st major trend of soci
· Refer to Emilie Durkheim case
· Views society as a set of interconnected parts that work together to preserve the overall stability and efficiency as a whole
· Changes In one part of society involves changes in another part
· Concerned with how social structures maintain or undermine stability
· Views that relatively stable patterns of social relations (social structures) govern human relations
· Macro sociological approach

Conflict Theory
· views society as a collection of varied groups that constantly struggle with each other to dominate society and its institutions
· focus on macro structures
· concerned with how privileged members maintain power while subordinates struggle
· Karl Max
· views capitalist culture as a product of a value system – a set of socially shared ideas of what a group or society considers good, right, and desirable
· Max Weber
· views culture as shaped by ideology – a strategy or philosophy that justifies the goals of a movement

Symbolic Interactionism
· micro sociological approach
· symbol; things that display meaning (ex gestures
· interaction; how people relate to each other 
· labelling theory
· any given social problem is is only a “problem” because an influential group of people defines it this way
· social construction 
· social world consists of a number of shared understandings that humans have reached and reinforced over time
· performativity 
· certain social factors, such as gender, are socially constructed and then acted out using words and behaviours associated with what it means to be e.g. male or female (e.g. Judith Butler, Dorothy Smith)
· Max Weber
· associated with both conflict theory and (more frequently) symbolic interactionism
· Criticized Marx’s uni-dimensional view of history, and showed how politics & religion were as important as class
· Argued that any complete sociological analysis requires analysis of subjective meanings and motives
· George Herbert Mead (1863-1931): sense of self formed in course of interacting with others
· Erving Goffman (1922-82): dramaturgical analysis
· Summary 
· focus on interpersonal settings & micro-level social settings
· social life only possible because people attach meaning to things
· people help to create their circumstances and do not merely react to them
Feminism
· focuses on gender in equality, or relations of dominance and subordination between men and women

Postmodernism/Postructuralism
· proposes that rationality is neither sure nor clear, and that our knowledge is situation-specific – it is always limited to particular times, places, and social positions
· interested in unmasking ideologies that protect the dominant social order


Important people
· Ibn Khaldun proposed a theory of social conflict and cohesion (involving intersections of politics, urban life, economics, and knowledge) in 1377
· W.E.B Dobois; Father of sociology. He believed that capitalism to be the root cause of racism
· Harriet Martineau: 1st woman sociologist. Introduced sociological ideas to English speaking word. She was a French-English translator of Comte.
· Annie Marion MacLean: 1st woman to receive a master and 2nd to receive doctorate in sociology 
· Gabriel Tarde: direct conflict with Durkheim via his own theory of social interaction which emphasized the individual in an aggregate of persons. Attacked extreme biological caution od Cesare Lombroso

Social Constructionism and “post” theories 
· social constructionism: taken-for-granted aspects of life are sustained by social processes and vary culturally and historically 
· post-modernism: engages the uncertainties created by modernization; often questions our representation of things (no absolute truths or values); emphasizes failure of ‘the modern project’ (popular since 1970s)
· post-structuralism (e.g. Foucault, Derrida): society is not defined en masse; complex webs of interactions (e.g. power not conceived of as simply a top-down exercise in coercion; social and cultural realms not separate)

Pierre Bourdieu – The Cultural Sociology 
· Frequently associated with concepts of “habitus” and “embodiment” (concerned with how we learn to orient ourselves toward others, how we embody social values, routine gestures, etc.)
· Cultural studies of “masculine domination” with Lois Waquant (e.g. mapping common binary symbols and associations)

Micheal Foucalt 
· popular concepts: biopower; biopolitics; techniques of the self, governmentality; historical genealogy and discourse analysis as method
· Foucault’s contributions continue to influence sociology, criminology, law, philosophy

C. Wright Mills; the sociological Imagination
involves the capacity for a person to see the connection between personal troubles and social structures.

Socioeconomics: 
different modes of justification via market, civic, domestic, religious, fame, industrial realms – all use different criteria to assess worth

Socio-biology:
takes into account inter-species relationships
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Scientific vs Unscientific Thinking
· In everyday life, our biases easily influence 
our observations.
· Biases often lead us to draw incorrect conclusions about what we see.
· Ten common errors are regularly found in unscientific thinking. Scientific thinking seeks to avoid these types of errors

Types of Unscientific Thinking 
Unscientific knowledge can be based on:
· Tradition
· Authority
· Casual observation
· Overgeneralization
· Selective observation
· Qualification
· Illogical reasoning
· Ego-defence
· Premature closure of inquiry
· Mystification

History and Overview of Sociology’s Scientific Traditions
· Discipline of sociology originally emerged out of a ‘positivist’ scientific tradition in the early 19th Century; search for ‘social laws’ was modeled after search for ‘natural laws’ in sciences such as biology and physics
· By mid- to late-1800s, sociology’s theoretical claims were supported by empirical examples (widespread, concrete observations)
· 20th Century sociology & beyond: empirical research grounded in statistics and population studies; qualitative research and practice-based methodologies; mixed methods; applications, critiques, and reinventions of traditional social categories (e.g. race, ethnicity, class, sex, gender, age)

Quantitative Approaches
Quantitative Research
1) Identify a theoretical area of interest 
2) Translate the abstract idea into testable hypothesis 
3) Collect and analyze data
4) Accept or reject the hypothesis

Examples
content analysis, population analysis via contingency tables, codification of surveys, Likert scale tests (all of which can be further subjected to additional models and testing of relationships between variables – multivariate analysis, longitudinal analysis, etc. and then presented in graphs, scatter-plots, various kinds of charts, tables, etc.) 

Research Design: Samples and Population
· A population is the entire group about which the researcher wants to generalize.
· A sample is the part of the population of research interest that is selected for analysis.

Working with Quantifiable Variables;
· Quantitative sociologists translate abstract propositions into testable forms (often through a process of deduction). 
· Operationalization: The process by which a concept or research question is translated into variables.
· Variable: A measure of a concept that has more than one value or score.
· Hypothesis: The testable form of a proposition.

Research Design Variables
· Dependent variable: Presumed effect in cause-and-effect relationship.
· Independent variable: Presumed cause in cause-and-effect relationship.

Research Design: Validity and Reliability
· Validity: The degree to which a measure actually measures what it is intended to measure.
· Reliability: The degree to which a measurement procedure yields consistent results.

Where Does Data Come From?
· Surveys: ask people questions about their knowledge, attitudes, or behaviour (e.g. in 
a face-to-face or telephone interview, in a paper-and-pencil format, or online). 
· most widely used sociological research method

Closed and Open-Ended Questions
· Surveys typically contain two types of questions:
· A closed-ended question provides the respondent with a list of permitted answers.
· An open-ended question allows respondents 
to answer in their own words

Probability Sample
· Selecting representative samples is central to survey reliability.
· Probability sample: The units have a known and nonzero chance of being selected.
· Sampling frame: A list of all the people in the population of interest.

Sample Size and Statistical Significance
· When researchers are confident that sample results reflect the population, they refer to the findings as being statistically significant
· As sample size grows, so does the likelihood of finding statistically significant results
· A random sample of 1500 people typically will give acceptably accurate results

Reading Tables
· One of the most useful tools for analyzing survey data is the contingency table;
· A cross-classification of cases by at least two variables that allows researcher to see how, if at all, variables are associated
· Allows researchers to examine effects of control variable on original association
Relationships
· A relationship between two variables exists if the value of one variable changes with the variables exists if the value of one variable changes with the value of the other
· The strength of a relationship is determined by the degree to which change in the independent variable is associated with change In the dependent variabke

Determining cause of Independent variable effecting Dependent Variable
1. Relationship test
2. Sequencing 
3. Non-Spuriousness
· Control variables identify the context for the relationship between independent and dependent variables
· spurious when a control variable causes change in both the independent and dependent variables.
Test for Authentic Relationship
2 conditions must be present
1. when the 3rd variable is allowed to change
2. when the 3rd variable is held constant

A causal connection exists between two variables when:
1. the variables systematically change together (the relationship criterion);
2. the independent variable changed before observed changes in the dependent variable (the sequencing criterion); and
3. the observed relationship is authentic (the non-spuriousness criterion).

Qualitative Approaches
Qualitative Research
1) Identify a research question based on experience.
2) Collect or describe evidence from one or more related cases.
3) Analyse cases to identify common patterns or themes.
4) Using sociological concepts and principles, provide an interpretation of the patterns and themes that stresses context of experience in practice/situations.
Examples
· structured, semi-structured and unstructured interviews
· case studies, participant observation
· auto-ethnography, ethnography, institutional ethnography
· discourse analysis, actor-network-theory, post-ANT and feminist approaches

Participation observation
When researchers take part in the social group being studied, they observe what occurs and why
Issues that occur
1. determining the researcher’s role
2. gaining access
3. identifying key informants
4. assembling field notes
5. constructing a narrative 

Qualitative Interviewing
· Structured interviews follow carefully crafted protocols to acquire the respondent’s view on predetermined subjects.
· Unstructured and semi-structured interviews employ loose, open-ended formats, allowing respondents to speak their minds.

Reactivity 
occurs when the presence of a researcher causes the observed people to conceal certain things or act artificially to impress the researcher.

Cases and Case Studies
· Cases are used in qualitative research to exemplify how insiders experience social realities.
· Case studies focus on the rich description of 
a single case.

Authenticity
· Authenticity is the extent to which qualitative investigation captures social realities as experienced by insiders.
· Member validation asks respondents who were observed and/or interviewed to judge the authenticity of the research narrative.
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