Research in Nursing Science: Chapter 1
The Role of Research in Nursing
Research is the systematic, rigorous, logical investigation with the aim of answering questions about nursing phenomena.

Phenomena can be defined as occurrences, circumstances, or facts that are perceptible by the senses. 

Significance of Research to Practice
· Expands the discipline’s unique body of scientific knowledge.
· Forms the foundation for evidence-informed nursing practice.
· Allows practice to change with work environments and the most common health issues.
· Maintains the profession’s societal relevance.

Evidence-Informed Nursing refers to “the incorporation of evidence from research, clinical expertise, client preferences, and other available resources to make decisions about clients”.

Evidence-Informed Practice (decision making) is a continuous, interactive process involving the explicit, conscientious, and judicious consideration of the best available evidence to provide care. 

E-T-P Link

Research and Trends
Trends that influence nursing research:
· An emphasis on community-based care.
· An emphasis on reducing disparities in health care. 
· A focus on health promotion and risk reduction.
· An increase in severity of illness in inpatient settings. 
· An increased incidence of person with the comorbid conditions. 
· An expanding population of older people.
· An emphasis on provider accountability through a focus on quality and cost outcomes.
· An increased emphasis on interdisciplinary collaborative practice.
· The use of technology to serve human need.
· A focus on the needs of Indigenous people.

Nurse’s Role in Research
Nurse’s role in research includes:
· Consumer.
· Generator of clinical questions. 
· Investigator/participant in research.
· Protector of research in patients. 





19th Century History (Key Events)
· Nursing becomes a formal discipline.
· Florence Nightingale publishes “Notes on Nursing” in 1860 and introduces the systematic collection and exploration of data to support health promotion and disease prevention.
· Schools of nursing are beginning to be established, but research is in the very early stages of development. 

20th Century History (Key Events)
1900-1940
· Emphasis not on research but on preparation of nurses for practice. 
1950-1960
· The American Nurses Association first publishes Nursing Research.
· First master’s program in nursing in Canada: MSN at UWO.
· Development of many nursing theories to guide practice and research.
1960 to 1999
· First federally funded grant for nursing research.
· 1st center for Nursing Research McGill.
· Doctoral programs U of A (1991), UBC, McGill, U of T.
· Canadian Health Services Research Foundation (CHSRF) earmarked nursing research funding at $25 million.

21st Century History (Key Events)
2000-2012
· Five CHSRF/Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) Chairs Awards are granted to nursing. 
· Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing to develop a national position paper on the PhD in nursing for Canada.
· PhD programs in nursing are initiated at numerous universities across Canada. 

Depth in Nursing Research
· Replication of nursing research studies provides depth.
· Replication promotes generalizability of study findings to nursing practice. 
· Established research programs facilitate the replication of studies within a concentrated geographical area. 

International Perspectives 
· Global research community possible.
· Cross-cultural and cross-national studies could be implemented. 
· Requires networks, databases, websites, funding, respect for cultural perspectives.
· International Council or Nursing (ICN) dedicated to global nursing research. 
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CIHR Priorities (2014-2019)
· Enhanced patient experiences and outcomes through health innovation.
· Health and wellness for Indigenous peoples.
· A healthier future through preventative action.
· Improve quality of life for persons living with chronic conditions. 
