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NO105 – BILLIONAIRES, BEAVERS & BANDITOS 

WEEK 2 
 

QuestioŶ…  
Do we actually live in a post racial society? 

 

Video…  
- Secret ugliness of belonging 

- OKA CRISIS 

o Took place in 1990 

o Wanted to build a golf course and needed to cut down trees in order to continue 

with the course 

o The trees were on the Mohawk Reserve 

o Montreal 

o Stand off 

▪ Involved the community  

▪ Involved the Canadian Military 

o Turing point in indigenous activism 

o Land rights 

o Indigenous people had a voice 

▪ They were willing to risk a lot 

- Cluď Natiǀe… 

- What is the connection between the story of indigenous women and reality? 

o The stories are very complicated 

o You have to look at them very carefully 

 

 

MEXICO 2 

- La Malinche 

- Translator for Cortes during his conquest in Mexico 

- Name has become synonymous with ͞traitor͟ aŶd ͞ǁhore͟ 

- Ended her life with the Christian name after her baptism, Marina 
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- Worth 7% 

- Have your name and student # clearly on the research assignment 

- PDF/WORD format 
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- Due JAN.29.2018 

 

“teps… 

1. Identify a broad topic in the course from one of the course weeks (review your choices in 

the syllabus) 

a. Colonization 

b. Race 

c. Labour and migration 

i. Then, identify a more focused topic that could be addressed in an essay of 

2000 words  

1. DoŶ͛t ǁorry – you͛re Ŷot aĐtually ǁritiŶg the essay 

ii. The next assignment will take us from topics to questions and thesis 

iii. BROAD TOPIC 

1. Syllabus 

iv. Then, FOCUSED 

2. Locate SEVEN relevant sources you would use to complete this essay 

a. 3 journal articles  

b. 3 monographs (scholarly books) 

c. 1 primary source 

i. Diary 

ii. Newspaper 

iii. Website 

iv. Photos 

v. Survey 

vi. Film 

3. For each of the 7 sources; 

a. Full bibliographic entry, according to MLA format 

i. 1 sentence that explains how/why this is a scholarly source 

ii. Format in MLA as it is in the instructions 

iii. ͞I kŶoǁ this sourĐe is sĐholarly ďeĐause … ͞ 

1. Publisher? 

2. Author? 

3. Documentation? 

4. The peer reviewed button? 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

- Perception and misperception 

- Formation of national identity 

- During the conquest and the colonization of NA, these women (and likely others) were at 

times  
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o Pocahontas 

▪ Her story is told as one that takes place during colonization as pure, 

virginal, romantic princess 

o Thanadelthur 

▪ Her story is that of a rugged, strong, powerful woman during the fur trade 

who was a peacemaker, translator and negotiator who navigates the 

harsh northern wilderness 

o La Malinche 

▪ Her story is fuŶdaŵeŶtally seeŶ as that of a ͚loose͛ IŶdigeŶous ǁoŵaŶ 
who is scapegoated for the brutal colonization of Mexico by the Spanish 

for allowing the colonizer to penetrate her land during conquest 

- ͞speakers for the dead͟ 

o Why is ON perceived to be originally settled by Whites? Do you (or did you) 

believe that? 

o Why (and how) is it beneficial to the National Narrative to plough under the 

headstones in Black pioneer cemeteries? 

o Was the person in the film being racist when she said that the potatoes planted in 

the burial site were tasty? How do you characterize such an attitude/view? 

▪ They took away the headstones 

▪ Grew potatoes on the soil of graves 

▪ They were the best potatoes ever 

▪ Used for home plates for baseball games 

- Lorenz and Murray 

o NBA - 75% 

o NHL - 2.5% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

find more resources at oneclass.com

find more resources at oneclass.com



NO105 - Billionaires, Beavers, and Banditos 

Weekly Reading Response 
Week 4: Labour and Migration 

 

Readings: 
 

 

 

 
 

Instructions: 

1) After completing the readings, answer the following questions the best you can. 

Remember that we are not expecting you to perfectly understand what you have read, 

but we do expect you to read the articles and to try to assess and analyse what the 

authors have written. In total, you should write no more than 200 – 300 words to answer 

both questions. 

2) In developing your responses to the questions, do not rely heavily on quotations from the 

authors. Use only your own words; as necessary, you can paraphrase an author͛s words, 

but please do so sparingly. 

3) Upload your completed answers to the Dropbox on MyLS – you can find it in the Week 4 

(Labour and Migration) folder. Remember that the document you upload must be in 

Word or PDF format. This must be done by 9:00 am on the day of your class. 

4) Print a hard copy or have a file ready on your laptop/device, and bring this to class to help 

you participate during class discussions. 

 
Questions: 

 
1) Knowing that our course title (Billionaires, Beavers, and Banditos) highlights 

perceptions and misperceptions, and considering the arguments in these readings, 

who are the ͚real͛ Beavers in North America? Why is it important to deconstruct or 

consider the idea of work / migration in North America? 

2) How and/or why has the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) impacted the 

migration of Mexicans to the other two nations in North America? 

Otero, Gerardo. ǲNeoliberal Globalization, NAFTA, and Migration: Mexico’s Loss of Food and Labor Sovereignty.ǳ Journal of Poverty 15.4 (2011): 384-402. 

Gabriel, Christina, and Laura MacDonald. ǲCitizenship at the Margins: The Canadian Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program and Civil Society Advocacy.ǳ Politics and Policy 

39.1 (2011): 45-67. 
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NO105 

Notes 

 

Last Week…. 
- The artiĐle ͞GoodďǇe to the GaŶgstas͟ ǁas aŶ aĐadeŵiĐ Đase studǇ aďout the ǁaǇ iŶ 

which both the NBA and the NHL ͞disĐipliŶe, poliĐe aŶd ĐoŶtaiŶ͟ young men by favouring 

͚ǁhite Đultural Ŷorŵs͛ oǀer urďaŶ, ďlaĐk Đulture 

 

- New Racism or Democratic Racism does the following: 

 

1. Downplays 

2. Denies 

3. Is marked by colour blindness  

4. Blames victims 

5. Creates moral panic 

 

Convergence** 

 

- Paďst Đalls for a ͚traŶsŶatioŶal͛ uŶderstaŶdiŶg of ďlaĐkŶess ǁhere ǁe aĐĐouŶt for ďoth 
Routes and Roots 

- In the film Speakers for the Dead we see the intentional erasure of Black Presence in 

Ontario. By removing headstones of early black pioneers, later white settlers are seen to 

be taking them out of history and underscoring the story that whites were the settlers 

o Divergence** 

o In terms of blackness 

o Misperception on who the settlers are? 

 

The Other Side of Immigration…  
- Corn & Avocados  

- Promoting the fantasy  

- No one tells you how difficult it is to work in the US, you just hear stories about how 

great it is 

- Anyone with money, had a pig farm 

- WheŶ NAFTA Đaŵe aloŶg, the pig farŵers didŶ͛t haǀe a ĐhaŶĐe aŶǇŵore, ĐouldŶ͛t 
complete 

- WheŶ theǇ ĐouldŶ͛t ŵake a liǀiŶg aŶǇŵore, theǇ ǁould ŵigrate to the U“ 

- If Ǉou iŶǀest $ϭϬϬ to groǁ ĐorŶ, Ǉou ǁoŶ͛t ŵake that $ϭϬϬ ďaĐk 

- Grains – Mexico cannot compete in this area 

- The government doesŶ͛t help aŶǇ of the ĐorŶ farŵers 

 

NAFTA 

- January 1st, 1994 
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Corn 

- Staple FOOD of Mexico 

- US started to produce corn at higher quantities 

o US government gave farmers SUBSIDIES 

 

AǀoĐado͛s 

- Increase as a commodity for export by Mexico 

- Export* 

 

MeǆiĐo Đoŵpared to U“, does Ŷot haǀe… 

- Technology/Machinery 

- Capital 

 

Is migration really a choice? 

- TheǇ doŶ͛t reallǇ haǀe a ĐhoiĐe ďeĐause if theǇ doŶ͛t ŵake eŶough ŵoŶeǇ froŵ their 
farŵiŶg, aŶd ĐaŶ͛t ŵake ďaĐk their iŶǀestŵeŶts, theǇ haǀe Ŷo other ĐhoiĐe ďut to 
migrate to the US to find work there 

 

Fƌoŵ last ǁeek… ;ǁeek 4Ϳ 
 

- Gabriel and MacDonald claim that citizenship rights can be divided into 3 categories: 

o Political 

o Civil 

o Social 

- Yet, the workers who come here are regularly denied some Substantive Social Rights 

- The teŵpoƌaƌǇ foƌeigŶ ǁoƌkeƌs aƌe ͞fleǆiďle, disĐipliŶed, uŶfƌee aŶd ƌeliaďle͟ 

- It has fallen to non-state local actors to advocate and intervene on behalf of the 

workers to ensure rights since they are vulnerable to workplace abuses 

- They lack ͚voice͛ 
- SAWP: 

o Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program 

o For migrant workers 

o They are being treated poorly 

o No access to healthcare 

o No safe working conditions 

o Pensions  

o Leave their families for majority of the year, in a different country, come back to 

their families for a little bit of time and then leave again 

▪ Might have been doing this for years and years 

- According to Otero, NAFTA has been bad for Mexico because it has caused the loss of 

both food self-sufficiency and (thereby) labour sovereignty 

- The film, The Other Side of Migration demonstrates the voices of rural Mexicans whose 

stories show the asymmetrical ways in which NAFTA has functioned 

- ͞The deďt is eatiŶg us aliǀe͟ 
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o Canada and the United States benefited from NAFTA in an agricultural way, 1994 

- 1st time El Chapo has escaped 

o Laundry basket 

- 2nd time escaped (2015) 

o Underground tunnels  

o 2016, he is recaptured 

o 2017, extradited from Mexico to the United States 

 

 

 

 

Assignment Steps 

 

1. Identify a more focused topic that could be addressed in an essay of 2000 words; you 

can use the one you already worked on previously – or you can choose a new one 

2. Develop TWO good questions that flow this focused topic and that will lead to a good 

thesis. IŶ paƌtiĐulaƌ, ĐoŶsideƌ usiŶg… ͞ǁhǇ͟ oƌ ͞hoǁ͟ ƋuestioŶs. 
a. What is my focused topic? 

b. ͞hoǁ͟ aŶd ͞ǁhǇ͟ ƋuestioŶs aƌe the ďest foƌ aŶalǇsis 

3. Develop ONE good thesis statement 

a. This thesis statement should be a clear and thoughtful answer to one of the 

questions you posed in Step 2 

b. Has to be very specific 

4. Develop an outline for a paper, assuming that the final essay would be 2000 words 

a. Your outline should demonstrate should demonstrate that it has developed a 

structure that would directly support the claim(s)/argument you are making in 

your thesis statement  

b. The number of points and/or sub points will vary depending on the nature of 

your thesis statement. Each point or sub point should be given its own paragraph 

c. IŶ aŶ aĐtual essaǇ… 
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NO105 
Week 6 
 

Art, Identity and Popular Culture 
 

ƫȽ’ȴȯɀ’ȷȼ’ƦƧ̰̯5… 
- We have been exploring North America through the lens of: 

o Life stories/biography 
o Interdisciplinary 

 
Life Stories/Biography 

- The life stories instruct us about broader themes in the study of ƦȽɀɂȶ’AȻȳɀȷȱȯ… 
o Thanadelthur (Colonization) 
o Martin Luther King Jr. (Race) 
o Dolores Huerta (Labour and Migration) 
o El Chapo (Narcotrafficking) 
o Frida Kahlo (Art, Identity, and Popular Culture) 

 
Interdisciplinarity 

- We have engaged with interdisciplinary approachȳɁ… 
o Folklore (Downs; Mulholland) 
o History (Van Kirk) 
o Sport/Racism (Lorenz and Murray; Films: Club Native and Speakers for the 

Dead) 
o Life Story ̚ƨȯȰɁɂ;’ƣȳɄȷȼ̃Ɂ’ƤȳȱɂɃɀȳɁ;’ƮȯɀȷȽɃɁ’FȷȺȻɁ̛ 

 
Themes 

- We have interrogated the following themes in the study of North AȻȳɀȷȱȯ… 
o Perception/Misperception 

▪ NAFTA, Narcotrafficking 
o Convergence/Divergence 

▪ Democratic Racism, Blackness, Colonization / Colonialism 
o Continentalism/Sovereignty 

▪ War on Drugs, Migration: Food / Labour 
o Asymmetry 

▪ Citizenship, Narcotrafficking, NAFTA 
o National Identity Formations 

▪ Thanadelthur, Pocahontas, La Malinche, Mixed Races, Music and Art 
– Popular Culture 

FɀȽȻ’ƤȯɁɂ’Ưȳȳȹ… 
- Evelyn Karache Morris 

find more resources at oneclass.com

find more resources at oneclass.com



o She writes in Foreign Affairs. This is significant because she is suggesting 
that one of ɂȶȳ’ƭȼȷɂȳȲ’ƫɂȯɂȳɁ̃’ȻȽst important foreign affairs issues is drug 
ɂɀȯȴȴȷȱȹȷȼȵ’ȽɀȵȯȼȷɈȯɂȷȽȼɁ’̚DƬƧ̃Ɂ̛ 

o DƬƧ̃Ɂ’ɃɁȳ’ȰɃɁȷȼȳɁɁ’ȻȽȲȳȺɁ’ȷȼȱȺɃȲȷȼȵ’ɄȳɀɂȷȱȯȺ’ȷȼɂȳȵɀȯɂȷȽȼ,’ȺȽȵȷɁɂȷȱɁ,’ȯȼȲ’
profitability 

o ƭȺɂȷȻȯɂȳȺɇ,’ɂȶȳ’ȱȯɀɂȳȺɁ’ɅȷȺȺ’ȲȳȯȺ’ȷȼ’ɅȶȯɂȳɄȳɀ’̂ȾɀȽȲɃȱɂ̃’ɅȷȺȺ’ȳȯɀȼ’ȾɀȽȴȷɂ 
- Mercille 

o He offers an alternative explanation for the drug war, based on the central 
role of political economy 

o He argues that the US government is playing an increasing role in fueling 
the drug industry in order to promote their hegemonic project of economic 
liberalization 

 
Canto de Familia – FȷȺȻ… 

- ƥȯɀȷȯȱȶȷ’ɅȯɁ’ɂȶȳ’ȻȽɂȶȳɀ̃Ɂ’ȽɃɂȺȳɂ’ 
- It is a very important part of their culture as a family 

 
 
Week 7 

 

Froŵ Last Week… 

- Modern Nation States use cultural images to tell the story of who we are (Canada as 

benevolent, helper, peacekeeping) 

- These hegemonic ideas of the nation mask ethnocentric norms, values and interests 

- *construction of national identity* 

o Mariachi is a symbol that is represented by the blood (mestizo), sweat (working 

the land) and tears (men experiencing heartbreak by a woman) 

o Mulholland is prompting the reader to the question authenticity and consider a 

ǀisioŶ of ǁhat ŵight ďe a ͚false MeǆiĐo͛  
o What is an invented tradition? 

- *Idea of ŵariaĐhi ǀs ͚ŵusiĐ ǁithout ďorders* 

 

Assignment 3: Steps 1 and 2 

1) Using your outline assignment, restate your thesis at the top of the page 

2) Choose one point in support of your thesis, taken from any of the points that you 

included in your outline  

a. Restate it below the thesis statement 

3) Write 1 paragraph (250-300 words) 

a. Follow guidelines for writing a good academic essay 

b. Use MLA format 

c. Works cited  

d. Introduction sentence and conclusion sentence  

e. ϭ ŵaiŶ poiŶt, doŶ͛t go off to ϲ poiŶts iŶ oŶe paragraph 
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NO105 

Week 9 

Citizenship, Borders and Security: Maher Arar 

 

Citation / Plagiarism AssigŶŵeŶt… 

- 4% of final grade 

- Watch a series of videos (Chicago style) 

- Finish a quiz of 20 questions and have 20 mins to finish 

- Opens Friday, March 16, 2018 

- Closes March 30, 2018 

 

Froŵ Last Week… 

- Fuchs tells us that the US healthcare system is very different. It spends more, but the 

share of expenses paid by government is much lower 

- The OECD countries are compared to the US and Fuchs claims that there is greater 

income inequity in the US. 

- This is rooted in American history, values and politics. 

- Roseneau demonstrates that even very reputable news sources (i.e. NY Times and the 

Wall Street JourŶalͿ ŵake ŵistakes aŶd doŶ͛t alǁaǇs proǀide full, complete, accurate 

coverage of an issue 

- This contributes to misperceptions about Canadian healthcare and, as a consequence, 

about Canada more generally 

o Perception and Misperception* 

- Building the wall, make the Mexicans pay for It 

o Keep the illegal immigrants out of the US 

 

 

 

 

NO105 – Week 11 

Resistance – Annie Mae Aquash 

 

Annie Mae Aquash –  

• She is the most transnational person in the course of north American studies  

 

Froŵ last ǁeek… 

• Gun trafficking is profitable because markets in Canada and Mexico are strictly 

regulated; the USA then is relatively low-cost supplier for illicit guns 

• The Second Amendment in the US has both historical and contemporary significance  

• IŶ CaŶada, Ŷot ŵuĐh has happeŶed siŶĐe the ϭ9ϳϬ͛s 

o But in the us a great deal has changed 

o There ǁe see ͚tough oŶ Đriŵe͛ reforŵ 

o 3 strikes aŶd Ǉou͛re goŶe – related to marijuana 
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• Tonry coŶĐludes that CaŶada͛s approaĐh ;doiŶg little to ĐhaŶge seŶteŶĐiŶgͿ has ďeeŶ 
more effective and humane, relative to the USA 

• Narcotrafficking, healthcare 

• Indigenous Peoples are overrepresented in Canada whereas black people are 

overrepresented in the United States 

 

The Zapatista Uprising –  

• NAFTA was founded in 1994 

• Chiapas – was a city in Mexico 

o They are worried about their land  

• What happened 20 years after?? 

o Idea of them having control and made an education system, etc 

o They had to have an uprising to eventually get what they wanted in the end 
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Ashleigh King 

NO105 – Billionaires, Beavers and Banditos 

Weekly Reading Response 

Monday, January. 15, 2018 

171647550 

 

W E E K  2 :  C O L O N I Z A T I O N  

 

1) Based on the readings by Downs and Van Kirk, indigenous women such as Pocahontas, La 

Malinche and Aboriginal Canadian women are perceived differently in the various lands 

that will become the three North American nations by their similar, but different stories. 

Malinche and Pocahontas were the two women that Downs focused on. La Malinche and 

Pocahontas share very similar stories but serve different cultural roles.  

La Malinche arises from a period in history of conquest whereas Pocahontas comes from 

a time of colonization. La Malinche was an indigenous woman that served as a translator 

for Cortes during his conquest to Mexico. Cortes desĐriďed her as ͞iŶtelligeŶt, ǁithout 
eŵďarrassŵeŶt haǀiŶg a Ŷoďle ďeariŶg aŶd ďeiŶg aŶ eǆĐelleŶt ǁoŵaŶ͟ ;DoǁŶs, pg. 399Ϳ. 
In both readings, they talk about women (Native women) having sexual relations with 

white men. Women being sexual figures came about many times throughout the stories 

of the indigenous women, but Pocahontas as a mother figure, was much less sexualized. 

It is said that La Malinche was seen as a traitor to her people and Pocahontas has been 

used as a sǇŵďol of AŵeriĐaŶ ŶatioŶalisŵ. PoĐahoŶtas͛ aĐtioŶs to aid the European 

settlement of the indigenous people make her a mother figure for the United States 

(Downs, pg. 412). Throughout the readings, the theories inherent in the conquest and 

colonialism are extremely vivid in these two female archetypes.  

2) Interracial relationships today may be different from the nature of interracial 

relationships in the past, according to the readings would be that a lot has changed over 

the years. In the past, interracial marriages were definitely frowned upon because it was 

not common and people would get arrested for it. But, today, it is a little bit more 

warmed up to, and people have less of a problem with it now, although some may still 

have issues with it, for the most part that has come a long way in society. According to 

the readiŶg, it is said that, ͞BǇ the earlǇ ŶiŶeteeŶth ĐeŶturǇ, iŶterŵarriage ǁas reported 
to be quite rare.͟ ;VaŶ Kirk, pg. 5Ϳ. WhiĐh ŵakes seŶse, ďeĐause people ǁere just Ŷot 
used to it. IŶterŵarriage ďaĐk theŶ ǁas ͞seeŶ as a ǀehiĐle͟ for reŵoǀiŶg AďorigiŶal 
women from their own cultures. There is many differences between back then with 

interracial marriages and now, because of the many years we have gotten to understand 

and accept that there is nothing wrong with people choosing a partner of a different 

race.  
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Week 3 Response 
 

1. NHL & NBA…  
a.  Within the National Hockey League (NHL), it mainly consists of white North 

American men, as compared to the NBA. The talk over racism in the NHL is a lot 

less spoken about compared to the NBA and NFL because those leagues consist of 

mainly African-Americans. The NHL was developed by mainly white people, 

including coaching staff, players and also fans. Building on this, there has only 

been about 40 black hockey players in the NHL (Lorenz & Murray, pg. 38).  

b. The NBA on the other hand, which is mostly made up of African-American players, 

with about 75% of the league is African-American compared to the NHL with only 

2.5% of the players being black. As for the dress code implementations talked 

about in this article, the clothing such as sneakers, chains and bandanas were 

used as a forŵ of eǆpressioŶ, ďut theǇ ǁere eliŵiŶated so that theǇ Đould ͞ǁhiteŶ 
up͟ the NBA aŶd appeal to a ǁhiter audieŶĐe (Lorenz & Murray, pg. 43).  

 

2. I thiŶk the ŵeaŶiŶg of ďeiŶg ͞ďlaĐk͟ iŶ CaŶada aŶd ďeiŶg ͞ďlaĐk͟ iŶ the United States has 

very different meanings. In Canada, we are an extremely multicultural country and 

therefore haǀe ͚adopted͛ the AfriĐaŶ-American culture better than some states in the 

United States. There are some places and people in Canada that are still very racist, but I 

think that the United States is worse for racism. Paďst talks aďout CaŶada͛s adaptatioŶ of 
the ͚Đultural ŵosaiĐ͛ ǁhile also highlightiŶg the faĐt that ďeiŶg ďlaĐk puts a iŵŵediate 
target on you or, makes you stand out. They should express their culture, rather than just 

melting in (Pabst, pg. 122). This course theme would be convergences and divergences. I 

also think that perception and misperception could be used to describe the different 

views Paďst͛s pieĐe.  
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Week 4 Reading Response 

 

Knowing that our course title (Billionaires, Beavers, and Banditos) highlights perceptions and 

misperceptions, aŶd ĐoŶsideriŶg the arguŵeŶts iŶ these readiŶgs, ǁho are the ͚real͛ Beaǀers iŶ 
North America? Why is it important to deconstruct or consider the idea of work / migration in 

North America?   

- Seeing as our course is billionaires, beavers and banditos, I thiŶk the ͞real͟ ďeaǀers iŶ 
North America are most likely the workers and laborers. It is important to deconstruct 

the idea of work migration in North America because this is one of the reasons that the 

continents develop. Work migration has had a large role in North American society. 

 

 

How and/or why has the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) impacted the migration 

of Mexicans to the other two nations in North America?   

- There is a program called SAWP, which consists of farmers hiring international temporary 

workers under a special contract in Canada, so that they have some type of job when 

they decide to reside in Canada. NAFTA͛s goal ǁas to sloǁ doǁŶ iŵŵigratioŶ as it led to 

an extremely high volume of undocumented immigrants from Mexico, entering the 

United States.  
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Week 5 Reading 
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1. Asymmetrical relations in power characterize international relations in North America. In 

other words, the United States tends to wield more power than either Canada or Mexico. 

How does Mercille’s article demonstrate this ‘imbalance’ in power, with regards to the 

illegal trade in drugs? 

 

o The United States is an extremely powerful nation. The United States, compared to 

Canada and Mexico has the largest demand for illegal drugs. They also have more power 

politically, economically and militarily, if compared to the other two countries. Overall, 

the USA is an extremely powerful nation that is capable of many, many things. The USA 

is using the drug war, according to the reading, to become more powerful than they 

already are, across the border. According to Mercille, he mentions that the USA also uses 

the drug war to extend its hegemony in Mexico.  

 

 

2. According to Krache Morris, legalization is not an effective solution to the drug problem 

in the United States? Why? How does she suggest the drug problem be more effectively 

addressed? 

 

o In this reading by Morris, she mentions that they will always be able to replace the 

drugs. The underlying purpose for drugs is money, if the money and the financial 

institutions are taken out of the equation, that simply means that the cartels will not 

operate and therefore would rapidly reduce power. As for the legalization of drugs in 

the United States, this will only provide many opportunities to increase and expand 

which then leads to an increase in supply. The way to deal with the cartels is with 

money. Money, usually is the answer to power in the drug war, if you have it, you have 

power and therefore, money is so important in the drug industry. 
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Week 6 Response 

Art, Identity and Popular Culture 

 

1. Why do authors Fast and Pegley believe that images of Canadians as loving, 

peacekeeping, and generous should be questioned? 

a. Authors Pegley and Fast believe that images of Canadians as loving, peacekeeping 

aŶd geŶeƌous should ďe ƋuestioŶed ďeĐause ǁithiŶ this aƌtiĐle, ͚MusiĐ aŶd 
CaŶadiaŶ NatioŶhood Post 9/11: AŶalǇsis of MusiĐ Without Boƌdeƌs: Liǀe͛, they 

touch on the misconceptions about Canadian identity and also touch on 9/11 and 

the UŶited “tates͛ ďeŶefit ĐoŶĐeƌt. OŶe of the fiƌst thiŶgs the authoƌs ŵeŶtioŶ is 
the irony of all of the musicians, and may I mention, in an event that is supposed 

to be presenting multiculturalism, has no non-white musicians performing at the 

ĐoŶĐeƌt. A ƌappeƌ, that goes ďǇ the Ŷaŵe ChoĐlaiƌ, ͚asked͛ to joiŶ the set as oŶe of 
the African Americans to sing, but they only gave him a 15-minute set, right at the 

beginning, while fans are getting into their seats. So, this would make his set one 

of the least important. They also fail to include a strong female artist/band and 

only include male artists/bands. The authors of this article are intrigued by the 

fact that even though the United States is the clear victim from the 9/11 attacks, 

Canada disregards the United Stated heartache and focuses on their 

͚peaĐekeepiŶg͛ ŵissioŶ. Both authoƌs shoǁ the ƌealities that ǁeŶt iŶto ĐƌeatiŶg 
the event and how the event actually contradicts to the images of loving, 

peacekeeping and generous.    

 

2. According Mulholland, in what ways is mariachi both a symbol and a myth of Mexican 

national identity?  

a. AĐĐoƌdiŶg to this aƌtiĐle, eǀeŶ though this Đaŵ pƌoduĐe ͚false MeǆiĐaŶisŵ͛, she 
does touch on and appreciate all the different traditions and hard work that goes 

into their performances. She mentions the myths of mariachi musicians being 

moustached, wearing sombreros, silver-studded cowboy outfits, strumming 

guitars, drinking tequila, etc (249). Whereas, mariachi is actually a music 

ensemble consisting of 8-12 performers dressed in traditional trajes de guitarró 

while playing a variety of instruments. Mariachi being both a symbol and a myth 

of Mexican identity, is true. When people think of Mexico and mariachi, most will 

picture Mexicans in bright clothing and everything described above. Mariachi is 

created when the Mexican indigenous people played along with the Spanish 

deǀelopiŶg to ͚MeǆiĐaŶized͛ EuƌopeaŶ iŶstƌuŵeŶts.  
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Week 7 Response 

International Trade 

 

1) Greg AŶdersoŶ, iŶ ͞NAFTA oŶ the BraiŶ,͟ argues that ďig trade agreeŵeŶts suĐh as 
NAFTA or the Canada/US Free Trade agreement are exceptional in the history of North 

American integration. He argues that these agreements obscure a more significant 

history of incremental (or slower, consistent) integration. Why does he believe that 

incremental change has been more important? 

 

- IŶ the artiĐle, ͞NAFTA oŶ the BraiŶ͟, AŶdersoŶ ďelieǀes that iŶĐreŵeŶtal ĐhaŶge has 

been more important because, it is a lot better to take things at a good pace, rather 

than rushing into it and having it done poorly. Anderson really focuses on 

incrementalism and its ability continue to improve on past implementations, for 

example, the outcomes for the 1987 and 1994 trade agreements. He touches on and 

says that ͞iŶĐreŵeŶtalisŵ alloǁs the U“ to reĐogŶize its seĐurity ďureauĐraĐy to iŶĐlude 
most immigration issues under the DHS umbrella, while Canada opts to leave them out 

of Public Safety (Anderson, 457). This action permits bureaucracies such as the RCMP 

and the Canadian Security Intelligence Service under the public safety, while the FBI and 

US Intelligence are separate from the DHS.  

 

2) Donald Trump has strongly spoken out against NAFTA, ďut iŶ ͞BeyoŶd the CoŶtiŶeŶtal 
Divide͟ Roďert Pastor has argued that the UŶited “tates should foĐus oŶ North 
America when it comes to international trade. Who is emphasizing continental 

integration and who is emphasizing sovereignty? Who is right? Why? 

 

- IŶ ͞BeyoŶd the CoŶtiŶeŶtal Diǀide͟, Pastor ǀery stroŶgly ǁaŶts ŵuĐh deeper ĐoŶtiŶeŶtal 
integration between the NAFTA parties, Canada, Mexico and the United States. Pastor 

looks at collaborating more common policy, job expansion and much more, but Pastor 

would definitely be the one who is emphasizing continental integration more than 

Trump. Donald Trump fights for sovereignty. He definitely wants less integration with 

Mexico and Canada and would like to re-write the trade agreements and policy. As for 

who is right and why, I honestly think there is no right or wrong answer, I say this 

because I think people will have different views on the topic which therefore shows that 

people will just have varying thoughts and opinions on this.   
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Week 9 Reading Response 

Security, Citizenship and Borders 

 

1) Are the Lake Superior communities studied by Alm and Burkhart (Thunder Bay/Duluth 

and the Twin Sault regions) truly borderland communities? To answer this question, 

compare communities on either side of the border and explain whether their similarities 

are more important than their differences. 

 

- Thunder Bay / Duluth as well as the Twin Sault regions are truly borderland communities 

because of the convergence between them with their neighboring nation. Canadians 

feed off of American culture greatly, especially being so close to one another; for 

example, Canadians are more likely to travel to America for shopping or leisure activities. 

Compared to the Thunder Bay / Duluth region, the Twin Saults show a much higher 

degree of connectedness. In both America and Canada, there is a high degree of 

experience crossing the border and they see major changes since 9/11. There is a 

substantial difference between the two sides though, which is the fact that a higher 

percentage of Americans viewing the relationship as special and just a lower percentage 

of Canadians that feel this way. Between the borderland communities I believe that their 

similarities are a lot more important than their differences are.  

 

2) Lee Rodney writes about the messages that appear in borderland areas, in North 

America. Considering the recent American election, write your own message that you 

would display on a border billboard, and explain why it is particularly appropriate to a 

North American border.  

 

- Considering the most recent American election with President Donald Trump and his 

proposal to building a wall and dividing Mexico and the United States is interesting. If I 

were to ever create my own billboard near any North American border, I would have to 

Đhoose oŶ the CaŶadiaŶ side proďaďly. I would ŵake the sigŶ say, ͞No wall, Ŷo proďleŵ͟. 
I would make this the sign because it would poke at the Mexican – American borders, 

rather than the Canadian – American because it is talking about Mexico and America.  
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Week 10 Response 

Violence, Crime and Punishment 

 

1) What is the Second Amendment? How do Cook et al say it is important to the illicit 

firearms trade within the three North American countries, and beyond? 

 

- The Second Amendment is defined as, giving Americans the right to possess and own 

firearms. Considering most recent news, the age restriction on having the right to carry 

and own a firearm is veƌy youŶg, ǁhiĐh is alloǁiŶg these iŶĐideŶts to happeŶ. It͛s alŵost 
easier to buy a firearm in the United States, then it is to purchase a package of 

cigarettes; which is the frightening part. Because of the low-regulation on firearms, the 

United States has become a low-cost supplier to the other NAFTA countries, Canada and 

Mexico. According to Cook et al, about 70% to 90% of crime with firearms from Canada 

and Mexico are traced back to the United States, because it is so simple to purchase a 

firearm there (Cook et al, 2009). Although dangerous, it has given the United States a 

massive trade surplus within the firearm market for a product that influences crime.  

 

2) ToŶƌy͛s aƌtiĐle leads us to ƋuestioŶ the diffeƌeŶĐes, iŶ appƌoaĐhes to seŶteŶĐiŶg of 
criminals, between Canada and the United States. Why do you think we use this article 

in this course? 

 

- Within this course on North American studies, we have to analyze key themes and ideas 

across North America, even as they are changing. While talking about crime and 

punishment within the United States and Canada, the key theme to be detected is 

convergences and divergences. Within the article, Tonry covers and compares different 

seŶteŶĐiŶg guideliŶes ǁheŶ ĐoŵpaƌiŶg the UŶited “tates aŶd CaŶada; suĐh as Haƌpeƌ͛s 
mandatory minimum and the three-strike law, and how they are affecting the 

incarceration rates. The largest comparison when talking about Canada and the United 

States is the fact of how quickly the incarceration rates are changing.  
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Week 11 Response: 

Resistance 
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1) Adaŵ Baƌkeƌ ĐoŶĐludes, ͞...foƌ OĐĐupy aŶd IŶdigeŶous ŵoǀeŵeŶts to tƌuly suppoƌt eaĐh 
otheƌ, deĐoloŶizatioŶ ŵust ďe ĐeŶtƌal to theiƌ futuƌe ƌelatioŶships.͟ Hoǁ has the Occupy 

movement not effectively supported Indigenous movements so far? 

The Occupy movement has not effectively supported Indigenous movements so far because of 

the government and private sector power as the goals for the both of them do not match up 

and do not support the collaboration. Indigenous movements usually aim to reestablish 

relationships to gain quality whereas the Occupy movements aim to seize properties, therefore, 

the uncommon goal between both movements has fallen to the Occupy movement not 

supporting the Indigenous movements.  

 

2) Why do you think NO105 begins and ends with topics that specifically address 

Indigenous Peoples? 

I think that NO105 begins and ends with topics that specifically address Indigenous Peoples 

because in relation to the formation of the countries of NAFTA; Canada, Mexico and the United 

States, and currently today, there are conflict with Indigenous peoples. Therefore, it is only 

fitting that because it is such a large topic discussed, we should begin and end with them and 

talk about their stories. When mentioning concepts and ideas about the Indigenous Peoples, 

we can use key course themes such as, continentalism and sovereignty, convergences and 

divergences, perceptions and misperceptions, asymmetry and national identity to help identify 

the past issues the Indigenous Peoples have gone through collectively or specifically in their 

countries. I thiŶk it͛s ƌeally iŵpoƌtaŶt foƌ this to ďe taught ďeĐause it aŶ iŶteƌestiŶg topiĐ aŶd 
there are many good points to come of it by learning about the Indigenous Peoples. 
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THESIS: 

 

The crimes and violence within media such as television, movies and video games, make 

children violent in later years due to a number of different factors such as the 

psychological effects from violent media, developing aggressive behaviour, decreasing 

social behaviour and empathy towards others. 

 

POINT FOR THE PARAGRAPH, TAKEN FROM OUTLINE ASSIGNMENT: 

 

Psychological Effects from Media Violence 

 

PARAGRAPH: 

 

Whether it be the news, a television show, the internet or a movie, one way or 

another, there is violence surrounding it. Children take in any and everything they see 

and hear and therefore, it is concerning what their later years in life could be and how it 

would affect them psychologically. Unfortunately, violence is one of the most popular 

forms of entertainment for everyone. According to the Academy of Pediatrics, the say 

that ͞ŵore thaŶ oŶe thousaŶd sĐieŶtifiĐ studies aŶd reǀieǁs ĐoŶĐlude that sigŶifiĐaŶt 
exposure to media violence increases the risk of aggressive behaviour in certain 

people…͟ (Heffner). These violent acts on any media platform can result in negative 

psychological effects, and even though it may be small, nonetheless, it is still significant. 

Media violence has a desensitizing effect and the potential for increased aggression 

within young children. For example, children who even briefly witness violent programs 

experience a diminished level of excitement toward real-world violence and think that it 

is okay (Smith). A review by psychologist Craig A. Anderson and others have suggested 

that ͞the evidence strongly suggests that exposure to violent video games is a causal risk 

factor for increased aggressive behavior, aggressive cognition, and aggressive affect and 

for decreased empathy and prosocial behavior͟ (AŵeriĐaŶ Psychological Association). 

͞Call of DutǇ͟ aŶd ͞GraŶd Theft Auto͟ are ǀioleŶt ǀideo gaŵes ďut are also eǆtreŵelǇ 
popular to young adolescents and there have been many reviews that have reported 

negative effects of exposure to these violent video games. Over 60 percent of television 

shown today contain some form of violence, which would again, negatively affect young 

children and affect them psychologically (Heffner). Therefore, the crimes and violence 

within media such as television, movies and video games, make children violent in later 

years due to a number of different factors such as the psychological effects. 
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Broad Topic: 

Violence, Crime and Punishment 

Focused Topic: 

Media and TV Violence Exposure to Children Leading to Crime and Violence in Adulthood 
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Focused Topic: 

 

Media and TV Violence Exposure to Children Leading to Crime and Violence in Adulthood 

 

Two Good Questions Related to this Focused Topic: 

 

1. Why does extremely violent crimes within media such as TV, movies and video games 

make children violent in later years? 

2. How do some children think after playing violent games or seeing it on television, that 

violence is a good idea to pursue? 

 

One Good Thesis Statement Related to one of the Questions Above: (#1) 

 

The crimes and violence within media such as television, movies and video games, 

make children violent in later years due to a number of different factors such as the 

psychological effects from violent media, developing aggressive behaviour, 

decreasing social behaviour and empathy towards others. 

 

A “aŵple OutliŶe… 

 

IŶtroduĐtioŶ… Which will end with my Thesis Statement 

 

Paragraph #ϭ… History of Media Violence 
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Paragraph #Ϯ… Decrease in Social Behaviour, Empathy and Moral Engagement  

 

Paragraph #ϯ… Psychological Effects from Media Violence 

 

Paragraph #ϰ… Violent Media Effects 

 

Paragraph #ϱ… Aggressive Behaviour, Aggressive Thoughts and Angry Feelings 

 

Paragraph #ϲ… Columbine High School Shooting, Aurora Colorado  

 

CoŶĐlusioŶ… A Restatement of my Thesis 
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NO105: FINAL CLASS – EXAM NOTES

 
 

What was this course trying to do? 

• Provide you, as first year students, with opportunities to develop university level skills 

(Ex. Reading, writing, research, and collaboration) 

• Convey and expose students to the fundamental themes important to North American 

Studies 

• Foster a more democratic and smaller learning venue by combining online and (active 

learning) classroom work, resulting in an alternative / transformative approach to learning 

in a university course  

THERE ARE 5 QUESTIONS ON THE FINAL EXAM → EACH COURSE THEME HAS 

IT OWN QUESTION ASSIGNED  

EACH QUESTION IS WORTH 50 MARKS 

5 course themes / 1 approach: 

1. Perception and Misperception 

2. Convergence and Divergences (In what way the countries/ themes are the same/ 

different) 

a. Ex. Convergence of colonization in all 3 nations 

3. Continentalism and Sovereignty (Integrating continents and political sovereignty for 

each nation) 

a. Robert Pastor’s reading is important → integration of all 3 nations 

4. Asymmetry (Imbalance between each 3 Nations) 

a. The United States has an imbalance in power vs. Canada and Mexico 

(Hegemony) 

b. Mexico has however less power than Canada (Ex. How NAFTA affected Mexican 

farmers) 

5. National Identity (How it changes through the countries) 

Note the ‘Interdisciplinary’ approach this course takes to each of the course themes  
Reference the works from class: 

Draw out evidence from all the works and connect the five themes of the course  

10 lectures 

20 readings 

10 films 
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Final Exam: 

• Only essay questions 

• It covers whole course 

• You must write two essays 

• You will have a choice of five questions 

• It is a two-hour exam 

o Spend an hour on each question 

• Be sure to answer the question 

o State the answer of the question in the thesis 

• double space pages 

Essay length: “Write as much as you fucking can” 

Exam Instructions: 

• Your answers to the questions must be in proper essay from: a thesis is required, 

though only a brief introductions and conclusions are necessary. Personal pronouns can 

be uses (Ex. ‘I’) when it seems appropriate to do so 

• When demonstrating your thesis, be sure to provide specific evidence drawn 

exclusively from course readings, lectures (both online and in class), and films – put 

these in body paragraphs 

• Try to give as many examples as you can. Remember, you are trying to prove to your 

instructor that you have read all the readings, viewed all the lectures and films, etc. 

Providing as many examples as possible with demonstrate this. 

• DO NOT substantially repeat evidence presented in response to one question in your 

response to the other – Do not use the same example in both essays 

Take the first 10 -15 minutes of the exam to plan both questions 

➔ Organize examples 

➔ Do not use both examples 

 

SAMPLE EXAM QUESTION: 

In what ways have the national identities of Canada, the United States and Mexico been 

constructed or imagined? In replying to this question, you should focus on two of the three 

nations. 
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5 THEMES ORGANIZED: 

1. Perception and Misperception 

2. Convergence and Divergences (In what way the countries/ themes are the same/ 

different) 

3. Continentalism and Sovereignty (Integrating continents and political sovereignty for 

each nation) 

4. Asymmetry (Imbalance between each 3 Nations) 

5. National Identity (How it changes through the countries) 

Perception and 

Misperception 

Convergence and 

Divergences 

Continentalism 

and Sovereignty 

Asymmetry National Identity 

 

-Perception of the 

Canadian Health 

System in the 

eyes of 

Americans   

 

-Different health 

care systems  

Ex. Michael 

Moore’s Sicko 

Canada = Social, 

America = 

Private 

Mexico = Hybrid 

 

-America is a lot 

more tougher on 

crime with 

standardized 

sentenced 

methods 

-Imprisonment 

has been 

normalized too 

 

-NAFTA: 

Trade 

economically 

improves a 

countries 

wellbeing, 

however Mexico 

was effected – 

farmers lost  

(The other side of 

immigration 

 

-Borders and 

Security: Create a 

single North 

American 

passport 

The ability to 

travel, work and 

learn freely 

throughout all 3 

nations 

 

 

-America’s power 
imbalance 

between Canada 

and Mexico 

J.D. Rockefeller 
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ALL COURSE CONTENT COVERED: 
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WEEK 2: COLONIZATION 

Thanadelthur 

Convergence: All three North American countries were colonized by Europeans. However, all 3 

nations already had indigenous people present → The Europeans ended up oppressing them 

WEEK 3: RACE 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Perceptions and Misperceptions can be used to describe one’s view of somes race 

Divergence: Of what it is to be black in Canada (Mosaic) and in the US (Melting Pot) 

- Pasbt’s story of her life shows this  

WEEK 4: LABOUR AND MIGRATION 

Themes: Asymmetry/ Convergence and divergence 

NAFTA: 

• The United States contained all of the bargaining power, then Canada, then Mexico 

• NAFTA has caused Mexico to lose food self-sufficiency 

o “The debt is eating us alive” – a farmer states for the film The Other Side of 

Immigration 

o American subsidized farms have pushed Mexican farmers out of business -> This 

is pushing them from living in Mexico and having move to America as 

undocumented workers 

o Proof that NAFTA has caused an imbalance of power: It has increased the amount 

of undocumented immigrant coming from Mexico   

o Subsidized American mega-farms can now make immense amounts of profit 

o Canada also benefits from their power imbalance with Mexico, through the 

Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program they can employ Mexican workers 

temporarily at cheap prices 

▪ They can use them to fill spots that are un attractive  

WEEK 5: NARCOTRAFFICKING 

War on Drugs: 

• As the United States more powerful nation economically, politically and militarily in 

comparison to Canada and Mexico, it begins to play a bigger and bigger role in the war 

on drugs 

o The United States contains a massive demand, Mexico and Canada supply and 

take the blame 

•  As Mercille Julien argues in “Violent Narco-Cartels or US Hegemony?”, the United 
states uses the drug war as an opportunity to develop their power into Mexico -> creating 

an imbalance of power 

o An example is the United States funding the war on drugs in Mexico, the Merida 

initiative 

WEEK 7: INTERNATIONAL TRADE:  

NAFTA - Largest free trade agreement in the world 

• Canada and Mexico have a trade surplus with the US, they serve them 40% of all their oil 

• This ‘Creeping’ activity (incrementalism) activity has a profound impact 
• Robert Pastor, an advocate for North America continentalism, suggests NAFTA could 

serve as a North American blueprint for a community that blinds all three nations to 

advance collective goals and interests as neighbors 
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o Think transit passes, a highway from Canada – US – Mexico, integrated labour 

standards 

o NAFTA trades more than European Union 

• Robert Pastor explores the idea of collaborating more common policy within North 

America to combat issues such as Mexico’s income gap regards to Canada and the U.S., 
climate change, low labour standards and much more 

• He suggests this as a means to combine together to relieve the imbalance of power 

WEEK 8: HEALTHCARE: 

• The OECED countries are compared to the US and the Fuchs claims that there is greater 

income inequality in the US. This is rooted in American history, values, and politics 

o The US does not trust their gouvernment – It is their fundamentals, think about 

the revolutionary war (National Identity) 

• Canadians trust their gouvernment → Healthcare is their National Identity 

 

• Rosenau demonstrates that even very reputable news sources (Ex. New York Times and 

Wall Street Journal) make mistakes and don’t always provide full,complete, accurate 

coverage of an issue 

 

o This leads to misperceptions about Canadian healthcare and, as a consequence, 

about Canada more generally  
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