What is unique about human language?		Sept.13

Main Ideas
1. “Language” (with certain design features) is unique to humans
2. Language developed along with our evolution as a species
3. Language is essential to our development of knowledge, technology, society and to our survival 

Language is unique to humans
· Communication vs language
· Dance of the honeybee (pg.89-91)
· All animals and insects communicate but only humans have language
· Design features of language (pg. 101-105)
· Vocal-auditory channel- writing is a representation of speech
· Duality of patterning- ability to have a finite number of units that are meaningless but when you combine them they create meaningful things i.e. “ing” by itself means nothing, add it to walk=walking
· Productivity
· Displacement
· Reflexiveness- talk, study about our language

Language developed along with our evolution as a species

-Human characteristics related to evolution of language:
· 2-3 million years ago
· Bipedalism (walking on 2 legs)
· Use of tools
· Increased brain size
· Preference for vocal-auditory channel

· 50,000-70,000 years ago
· Invention of symbols
· Productivity
· Duality of patterning
· Syntax (sentence structure)

-Let there be words: The origin of human language
· Evolution of language
· Evolution and spread of modern humans

Language is essential to development of knowledge, society, and species survival
· Mark Pagel: How Langugae Transformed Society
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