November 27th, 2012

The big picture (Term review)

1. Intro: politics and the common good: the ideal society has no tension between the individual and society. Liberals disagree and think that the tension between different interests contributes to the common good of the whole. Communist ideologies believe in the expendability of civilians to the contribution of the common good.


2. The state (sovereign, able to maintain order, characterized by territory and population), the nation-state (coherent political community based on common values; best forum for political organization, according to nationalists), nationalism (modern state became powerful from nationalism.


3. Globalization (ideational, social, economic, cultural affects on societies around the world, differences in affects depending on the advancement or industrialization of a country. Specific nations like china were more prepared for globalization, others like Jamaica were not able to compete in a globalized world, while Africa and other conflicted countries were not able to be included due to political turmoil. Interdependence of nations on other nations increased with globalization, and sometimes disallows nations to be productive in the political governing within its own borders. Forming of intergovernmental unions like the european union opens up trade opportunities.)


4. Politics of development, globalization and the film life and debt.


5. Liberal democracy (combination  of majority rule combined with the protection of individual rights and freedoms.) Democratic processes (free and fair elections, multiple parties able to run, rules necessary) and substances (the want of democracy for the intrinsic political goods, like freedoms of the peoples.) 


6. constitutions, (the rule of law- nobody is above the law and everyone is subject to the same legal rules.) presidential & parliamentary systems (parliamentary systems focus great powers on the prime minister, few access points for political decision making by interest groups, whereas there are many in the presidential system. 


7. Political participation 


8. Public policy making (decisions that affect citizens directly. How involved the state should be in peoples lives, what obligations the state has to protect its citizens.)
 -Welfare state (how much redistribution in the welfare state accomplishes)
 -policy paradigms


9. Political ideologies, paradigms; the big picture. Ideas, interests and institutions dictates understanding of politics.


10.  What is to be done? Conclusion:




· State & civil society to form a democracy (kleulder 2010 reading) interaction of state and civil society creates a healthy democracy. There needs to be a civil society to support the democracy. All interests need to have a voice. Non democratic systems fail often because it is very costly to the government due to citizens trying to act in dissent. Consent of the population makes it easier for government to rule.


· What is the role of parliament? - Parliament holds the government accountable. Parliament was made to be a checker on the ruling government like the king or queen. Canadians want parliament to be representative of the communities around the nation, and it needs to be participatory; public consultation. Parliament is not obligated to do these things, but it has become expected. Omnibus bills (laws that contain a multitude of varying laws, to which members of congress can only vote yes or no to) are regarded as a violation of parliamentary policy making.
