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Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In this essay I will be discussing the central thesis, the evidence used by the author to support his conclusion, and why the authors central argument is incompatible with the notion that politics and administration are separate realms of the book Backrooms and Beyond: Partisan Advisers and the Politics of Policy work in Canada by Jonathan Craft. These inquiries will be developed using quotes and evidence drawn from the text. The central thesis of the book will be developed using references to the text and discussing the central thesis, the four main arguments, and the principal goal. The question of the evidence used by the author to support his conclusion will be developed using references to the interviews conducted throughout Canadian governments to support the central argument of the text. Why the author’s central argument is incompatible with the notion of a politics-administration dichotomy will be developed using reference to evidence within the text that showcases when, how, and if the two realms overlap.      
Central thesis
	The author’s central thesis is that exempt staff, partisan advisers in specific, have a large impact on policymaking and the process that surrounds it, because of which, they are crucial within the core executive of the government and they should be recognized as such. Jonathan Craft makes note of the fact that more attention should be drawn to partisan advisers and their policy influence on locational grounds and within the ideal-type roles (Craft, 2016). Partisan advisers should be recognized for their role and influence in policymaking within the core executive. The author had four main arguments that he used to support his central thesis. The first argument is that partisan advisers should be seen as policy workers who contribute to policymaking – as well as being seen as political operatives (Craft, 2016). The second argument is that partisan advisers partake in a multitude of policy work, which may extend their policy practices beyond normal advisory activities (Craft, 2016). The third argument is that policy work should not be assumed to be non-partisan (Craft, 2016). The fourth argument is that the institutional location of the core executive can hide how policy-based influence is obtained and implicated (Craft, 2016). The principal goal of the book was to “understand if, how, and with what implications partisan advisers were active within policy advisory system” (Craft, 2016); policy advisory systems include the three ideal-type roles within the core executive which included collaborative, gatekeeper, and triangulated. 
Evidence used to support the conclusion
The evidence used by the author to support his conclusion is seen in the many interviews and case studies that are done within different Canadian locational grounds and the relationships showcased within the government. The conclusion was supported as the book highlights the differences and similarities between the federal, and two subnational cases – where evidence was drawn from interviews and case studies – by drawing attention to the relationships between government officials; it showcases how partisan advisers interact and operate within the government through ideal-type roles and policy advisory activity. 
Evidence is available information, provided through interviews or case studies, that provides an indication of whether an argument or principal is true. Evidence can either be primary or secondary sources of evidence; primary evidence is evidence that is taken directly for a source (original source), and secondary advice is when information has been summarized and discussed. The author refers to evidence drawn out of interviews done in the federal case which is an example of the government style in Ottawa, and two subnational cases which are examples drawn from the governments in British Columbia and New Brunswick respectively. The author uses both primary and secondary styles of references to support his conclusion. When the author  is using primary sources, he references the source directly, putting the entire reference in quotation marks. “As Birkland notes, formulation is “the process by which policies are designed…” (2001, 150).” Within his reference to Birklands works, he draws evidence directly from the source by quoting it directly. When the author is using secondary resources, he summarizes the authors point in the source that he is referencing. “Zussman’s (2009) review of ‘political advisers’ and the machinery of government in OECD countries is an excellent point of departures.” (Craft 2016, 25) While referencing Zussman’s review, Craft does not refer directly to the source, but rather indicates his opinion of the source. 
Politics – Administration Dichotomy 
	The authors central argument is incompatible with the notion that politics and administration are separate realms. A politics-administration dichotomy is the idea of keeping the two realms of politics and administration separate from one another and making sure that political officials and public service staff have neutral relationships. The book did not support the idea of a politics-administration dichotomy; the two realms, however different or similar, have many places where they overlap as policies are being created within the public service and the political arm of the government. While the book did not support the administration-dichotomy, it also did not suggest that the two reals should completely overlap; while the two realms do overlap in terms of policymaking, that is not to suggest that they should completely mold together.  “Partisan advisers were aware that they had to apply a political lens to policy advice so that they could approach policy advice from different perspectives as well” (Craft, 2016). The application of the theoretical political lens suggests the overlap of the political and administration realms; it indicates that it is important to consider all perspectives and sources when conducting policy work. “…a strongly partisan personal office is the best way to defend an apolitical public service. Good advice necessitates different kinds of expertise.” (Axworthy 1988, 258) It is crucial that when considering the process of policy making in the public service that the partisan advisers within the office can use their expertise by considering internal and external sources. The use of partisan advisers within the public service shows how they can add a political lens to policy making and the process that surrounds it. 
Conclusion 
	 In conclusion, the central thesis of the book was that exempt staff, specifically partisan advisers, are policy makers that are crucial to the core executive. This essay explored the central thesis of the book and its goals and principals, the evidence drawn from interviews used to support the author’s conclusion, and the idea that the authors findings do not support a political – administration dichotomy. It developed the three ideas by referencing the text and evidence drawn from different references within the text. “Canadian partisan advisers are policy workers with currency in backroom and beyond.” (Craft 2016, 251) To conclude, Jonathan Craft wrote a very informative and educational book explaining and demonstrating the crucial influence of partisan advisers in the process of policy making. 
