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The romance of a shop entry 

The wave in female agency 

	The Romance of a Shop written by Amy Levy centers around the Lorimer sisters, who decide to open their own photography business after the death of their father. The novel revolutionized the wave of female agents in the late nineteenth century due to the independent, self-sufficient and bold movements led by the women. Gertrude, Lucy and Phyllis are all female agents.
	First of all, Gertrude, Lucy and Phyllis all exhibit qualities of a strong female agent. To begin, Gertrude is a female agent. She opened a photography business, which helped the family get out of poverty. Her character longs for social acceptance, as she is described as not pretty. She is a female agent, as Levy describes in the novel, that, if you don’t have beauty, you have intelligence. Therefore, in her society, Gertrude is not pretty however, leaves something for society to desire, as she is very intelligent. To continue, Lucy is a female agent. She is a working mother and wife. Her talent continues and she takes several photography jobs in London. She is a female agent in this novel, with her work and skills, even if she has kids and a husband. Lastly, Phyllis is also a female agent. Throughout the novel, she enjoys freedom and not always having the feeling that she is being chaperoned.  She is also contrasted with Gertrude, as Phyllis is pretty. She is a female agent, as she and her three sisters do not live their lives based on the expectations of society. Aunt Caroline is an important character in the female agency of the three sisters, because Aunt Caroline cares about what the sisters do, in order to be represented in a certain way in society. “meant, by, a, lost, reputation” (p.101) The three sisters have a different idea about the best way for them to live. The choices they make reflect their decisions to live, ignoring what society wants. 

In conclusion, Gertrude, Lucy and Phyllis devote themselves to their work and for that reason are female agents. They do not follow the “stereotypical” women unlike Fanny, and decide that they can work and still live a very fulfilling life. 

Levy. A Romance of a shop. Black Apollo press, 2012. Volume 1. 
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