Principles of Sociology SOC 1101 Stephan Larose
05/09/2018 Week 1
· The Sociological Imagination
· What is it, and why does it matter?
· What is sociology?
· HM 51… where all sociology books are found.
· From the Latin socius (social, being w others) and the Greek logos (word, reason, science): the scientific study of society
· Study of humans and society (everyone has a different definition of sociology)
· Provokes us with a better understanding of ourselves and others. Provides tools to better us as citizens
· Systematic study of human society and social interactions.
· What do sociologists do?
· They teach, write books, notice social patterns
· Analyze: social trends, people, social interactions, behaviours, relationships, PATTERNS
· Constants, repeats, reproductive
· Investigate and challenge commonly held assumptions, like stereotypes.
· Ex. Things happen differently to people depending on their characteristics. Ex. Haircut price. 
· Examples:
· Male nurses- how they try to escape assumptions (Meet the Fockers)
· Former Olympic boxer racially profiled in car
· Where do patterns and assumptions come from? Across different institutions, cultures, countries, they’re different
· Sociological Imagination
· C. Wright Mills, 1916-1962)
· Ability to see relationship between personal experience and the larger society
· “The capacity to shift from one perspective to another – from the political to the psychological; from examination of a single family to comparative assessment of the national budgets of the world... It is the capacity to range from the most impersonal and remote transformations to the most intimate features of the human self – and to see the relationship between the two”.(Mills, The Sociological Imagination, 1959: 4)
· We have to be aware of our location in society and its place in history. When we create sociological knowledge, society has to move you
· Enables us to understand how seemingly personal problems are related to larger social trends (homelessness and unemployment a result of a factory closing down, for example) and how they are related- turns it into social issue, public issue
· Coffee: a purely private matter?
· Implies a cultural setting
· Socially significant
· Socially acceptable
· Socially available
· Implies an extensive social division of labour and a complex social organization
· Implies the world history, economics, and politics of coffee
· Word of caution: Peer Berger’s into to his “Invitation to sociology”
· Favour of the notion that social patterns shape our thinking and social interactions
· Questions on our assumptions about life- can be unsettling and difficult
· Why some people should stay away from sociology
· You have to let go of your assumptions- they are not always what they seem
12/09/2018 Week 2
· Origins of Sociology (social fact, conflict, and action)
· When, where, and why was sociology invented?
· Relatively recent origin
· 1838- French social philosopher
· New way of leaning into social world
· Philosophers have made social and human observations before invention of sociology
· Socrates (example) Plato- his student.
· Some classical Philosophers and Social Thinkers:
· Confucius- role models
· Plato- society is outcome of political negotiation
· Aristotle- social institutions are outcome of our natural instinct
· Ibn Khaldun- rules, culture, countries- their history
· Shakespeare- human behaviours and passions
· Montesquieu- human laws and geographical concerns
· Rules are arbitrary
· Social rules involved with laws
· However, none of them approached sociology from sociological view, all viewed the ideal society, not in a systematic and scientific way.
· They looked at how we should behave, not the reality.
· Social Change and Sociology
· 1900 France, Germany, England, etc.
· Dramatic transformations
· Industrialization and Urbanization Process
· From agriculture and handmade products to manufacturing and related industries
· People moved from the country to the city for work
· Urbanization was the result of Industrialization
· Most profound effect on families, breaks peoples’ ties to the land, ancestry and life. Breaking old traditions
· Emergence of new social problems
· Anonymity, isolation, inadequate housing, crowded cities, unsanitary and unhealthy work and living conditions, homelessness, high rates of poverty, pollution, criminal behaviour, etc.
· Population discontent among the working class:
· Strikes, protest, social uprising, angry mobs clashing with the police and army, etc.
· Only produced what they needed to survive
· How women, families with young kids had to work in unsanitary factories with no insurance and protection.
· Accidents were frequent with no compensation
· In some factories, children were chained to the machines (child labour)
· Common in North America in the 1800s
· We can have a more vivid understanding of social conditions (social dislocation)
· Famous novels from the 19th century showing this change:
· Les Misérables, Germinal, Oliver Twist, Herman Melville’s novels, etc.
· Political revolutions
· Change in political thought
· Society as the product of individual self-interest
· New political climate: individual freedom and rights
· The French revolution
· Introduction of a new principle into history by demanding political action to redress mass poverty
· Sociological war
· Slogan- Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity
· Planned in coffee houses
· Bastille- women’s march to the King’s House
· First time the people stood up for themselves
· Social privileges were challenged- suffering
· 40 000 people sent to Guillotine- mostly aristocrats and priests
· “God’s will could not be change” except that it’s people, not God, that control the organization of society
· Scientific revolutions
· Early Sociologists
· How and why do societies change?
· What are the social forces holding societies together to create order and stability over time?
· How do modern societies differ from preceding ones?
· Auguste Comte (1798-18857)
· Coined the word Sociology… but preferred the term Social Physics
· Sought to do a science of society
· Social statics (order and stability) and dynamics (conflict and change)
· Adolf K. stole his idea and published “social physics” 6 months before him (1830s)
· French revolution has reinvented social fabric, trying to bring order out of chaos
· He innovated characteristics of scientists, by using scientific methods, applying the methods to society, tried to discover the laws of society and behaviours, and tried to figure out the laws of society (modeled after physics)
· Society conforms to laws of its own
· Society- application of physics to society
· His lexicon- society would be study of social statistics and dynamics
· Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)
· Created the first rules of methods in sociology
· Brought sociology to the university, created the first chair in sociology at la Sorbonne in Paris
· Trained the first students in the discipline
· Created the first academic sociological journal, L’Annee sociologique (1898)
· A founding father of sociology
· Made it a respectable discipline
· Wrote about education, order, religion, suicide, etc.
· Statistical analysis as method of studying sociology
· Was supposed to be a Rabbi, but didn’t believe in God. 
· Became sociologist at 16
· Believes that sociology transcends the individual
· Physical world, chemical world, biological world, psychological world
· Sociological world- has its own autonomic existence. 
· Can’t be reduced to psychological processes
· Society is more than the sum of its parts
· Has a unique character of its own; not reducible to the behaviour of any one individual
· Social Facts
· Patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person.
· The collective practice that people impose on themselves and others
· Ex. The role of a sibling, child, student, etc.
· Ex. English language doesn’t need us, but we need it. 
· Ex. Suicide as a personal decision
· Social distribution of suicide and its rate among different group and countries
· For any given country, the suicide rate is stable over time
· It also differs wildly among them…
· Britain is twice as Italy
· Denmark is 4 times that of Britain
· Social integration:
· Categories of people with strong social ties had low suicide rates; more socially isolated or individualistic people had higher suicide rates
· More suicides in widows, men, rich.
· Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· Economist, philosopher, historian, social theorist, and political activist
· Stressed the importance of social conflict, and the need for further change and revolution
· Concerned about oppression, exploitation, and alienation
· Had the most profound impact on sociology
· Less than 70 years after his death, more than 1 billion people had converted to Marxism.
· Did not consider himself as a sociologist
· Regarded as one of the founders of the discipline
· Feared that people will be overpowered by change
· Despises tradition
· Expressed need for another revolution, call for another one
· Shit disturber, a radical
· First person to talk against child labour
· Critique of capitalism
· Lived his life in exile (kicked out of 12 countries)
· Economic determinism
· Every aspect of social life is based on economic relationships
· Key to human history
· The conflict between those who own the means of production and those who do not- class conflict
· In the case of industrial societies
· The conflict between the bourgeoisie (capitalist class) and the proletariat (working class)
· Socialism
· The dictatorship of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie
· Communism
· A classless system in which the means of production are collectively owned and wealth and power are evenly distributed
· Max Weber (1864-1920)
· Had a tremendous impact on development of sociology, concerned with revolution
· Afraid of bureaucrats
· Weber’s focus was on meaningful social action
· Not into social facts and structures
· Into social actions
· Meaningful social action:
· The motives that underlie human behaviours
· The ways in which people interpret and explain their own behaviours and of others
· The way in which these actions and meanings affect the social order
· Verstehen (understanding, insight)
· Importance of ideas, values, and beliefs
12/09/2018 Week 3
· Social transformations
· Political revolutions: suggested that people could change society
· Industrial revolution and urbanization: presented social thinkers with a host of pressing social problems crying out for a solution
· Scientific revolution: suggested that a science of society was possible
· Main founders were Auguste Comte, Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, and Max Weber
· Major Theoretical Perspectives in Sociology
· Theory
· From the Greek theorein, “to see”. A conceptual overview of the way something works
· A set of logically interrelated statements that attempts to describe, explain. And occasionally predict social events
· Social theorizing: the task of weaving isolated observations or facts into an understanding of human society and behaviour
· Sociologists face 2 big questions- What to study? How should we connect the facts?
· Are guided by 1 or more theoretical paradigms called perspectives
· Basic image of society
· Theoretical Perspective
· An overall approach or viewpoint toward some subject; a basic image of society hat guides thinking and research (“road map”, paradigm)
· Each perspective directs our attention to:
· What to study
· What questions to ask
· And how we should ask them
· Each perspective interprets reality and explains data in a different way
· Major classical paradigms or perspectives in sociology
· Functionalist perspective
· Structural-Functionalist
· Society as a system made up of interrelated parts, each of which performs one or several important social functions or meets vital social needs
· Parts/subsystems: social institutions: economy, family, education, religion, government, medicine, science, etc.
· Institutions provide the rules governing behaviours, and a set of common values that bind together
· Stress that our lines are guided by social structures
· Wet frames intersections
· Ex. Not paying attention to class- being aware of social expectations
· Talcott Parsons (1902-1979) and Robert Merton (1910-2003)
· Study of democracy, invented sociology of science
· Self-fulfilling prophecy, role models, deviant behaviours, focus groups
· Merton on social functions:
· Manifest functions: recognized and intended consequences of any social pattern
· Latent functions: consequences that are largely unrecognized and unintended
· Example: the education system- uni is to prepare people for jobs (manifest) but it also helps people get together and get married (latent)
· Dysfunctions: undesirable consequences of any social pattern for the operation of society
· Example: left and right wing criticizes unis for different reasons (threatening good old values vs threatening social order)
· Favours status quo
· Critical Evaluation:
· How can we assume that society has a natural order when social patterns differ from place to place and change over time?
· By emphasizing social integration, tends to gloss over inequality based on social class, race, ethnicity, and gender- divisions that may generate considerable tension and conflict
· Conflict Perspective
· Based on the 4 C: conflict, class, contestation, and change
· Society is an area of inequality generation conflict and change, and of continuous power struggle among competing groups
· Social class, race, ethnicity, gender, age, etc. are linked to unequal distribution of money, power, education, and social prestige; the social system typically benefits some people while depriving others
· Assumes that society either will or should be changed; commitment to fight against social inequalities
· Inscription on Marx’s monument in London’s Highgate Cemetery:
· The philosophers have only interpreted the world in various ways: the point, however, is to change it
· Brief critical evaluation:
· By highlighting inequality and division, glosses over how shared values or interdependence generates unity among members of a society
· By pursuing political goals, relinquishes any claim to scientific objectivity
· Functionalist and conflict perspectives envision society in very broad and abstract terms: large-state social structures and social systems
· C. Wright Mills- figure in development of conflict perspective
· Mostly known for “Power Elite”
· Elite work together on political agenda that seems of their interest
· Most important decisions are held in secret
· Not valid criticism- not doing it favours status quo
· Symbolic Interactionist perspective
· Micro-level focus: social interactions in specific situations (face to face, reciprocal exchanges)
· Symbolic because looks at the meaning of the interaction:
· Plans, intentions, motivations, and self-reflexivity of actors; through speech, written language, intonations, signs, gestures, body language, gift giving, etc.
· Envisions society as the product of everyday interactions of individuals, as a shared reality created by the interactions of its members
· Broad social situations that characterize society as a whole
· Focus on social interactions
· Ex. how pedestrians interact with homeless people
· What is the meaning of these interactions?
· Brief Critical Evaluation:
· By focusing on day-to-day and face to face interactions, ignores the larger social institutions in which behaviour takes place
· Downplays the global and historical aspects of culture, and the effects of socially imposed definitions of race, ethnicity, gender, class, and age on peoples’ lives
· Too focused on unique situations, forget about bigger picture
· Feminist perspective
· Focuses on the significance of gender in understanding and explaining inequalities between men and women in all areas of social life
· Encompasses both the micro and macro levels of analysis:
· Daily construction and reproduction of gender
· Series of constraints and forms of resistance in women’s lives and social institutions
· Micro- speech, body, emotional management
· Macro- Work, occupation, religion, family
· Has challenged male dominated sociology with criticism
· Dorothy Smith (1926-)
· Women’s experiences are generally ignored by sociologists
· But the world views are expressed, embodies, lived by men
· Type of sociology that is built by the everyday experience of women
· “Women’s Studies”
· Brief critical evaluation:
· Woman-centered
· Divides the genders even though that’s the whole point
· Explicitly Ideological
· Gendered world view (colours your perspective)
· No one can escae their subjectivity (based on personal taste, ideals, experiences)
	Perspective
	Analysis Level
	Nature of Society

	Functionalist
	Macrolevel
	Society comprises interrelated parts that work together to maintain stability within society. This stability is threatened by dysfunctional acts and institutions

	Conflict
	Macrolevel
	Society is characterized by social inequality; social life is a struggle for scarce resources. Social arrangements benefit some groups at the expense of others

	Feminist
	Macro and Micro
	Society is based on patriarchy- a hierarchical system of power in which males possess greater economic and social privilege than females

	Symbolic Interactionalist
	Microlevel
	Society is the sum of the interactions of people and groups. Behaviours is learned in interaction with other people; how people define a situation becomes the foundation for how they behave

	Postmodern
	Macro and Micro
	Society characterized by protoindustrialization, consumerism, and global communications bring into question existing assumptions about social life and nature of reality.


· THEREFORE sociology is the systematic study of human society and social interaction
24/09/2018 Week 4
· The Sociological Inquiry
· The fallacies of Common Sense, and The Principles of Sociological Research
· Although not all are intentional, everyone is engaged in research in daily life.
· Example: shopping on ebay, explaining phenomena
· Example: piercings- once cultural, now fashion. 
· Why do they do it?
· Self-punishment, attention, outside social norms, peer pressure, addiction.
· Where does the desire come from?
· Most people use psychological POV, 
· In contrast, sociologists look at individual’s behaviour, social and historical context, extend into larger social framework.
· A way to reclaim their body in consumer society that sells body
· Act of resistance against western beauty
· Dissatisfaction with norms and social life
· Act of rebellion/resistance
· Rite of passage, spiritual outlet, re-enacting something we forgot
· Common Sense
· Means we all share
· Commonly held assumptions- most of which are false
· Examples
· Women are more likely to be assaulted than men
· Rates of murder and other violent crimes have steadily increased over the past 20 years
· Most sexual assaults and rapes are committed by strangers
· Living together before marriage increases the likelihood of having a stable marriage
· The fact that a belief is widespread among the population doesn’t make it true
· Hard to refute
· Based on rudimentary reasoning
· Not universally accepted
· False Obviousness
· Paul Lazarsfeld and R.K. Merton’s “The American Soldier” (1949)
· Lazarsfeld: Austria born American sociologist (1901-1976). Created the Bureau for Applied Social Research.
· “The American Soldier”
· All 12 statements made were false but presented as true at first
· Humans tend to conform, no questions asked
· The only evident thing is that we have to be suspicious of self-evident statements
· Prejudice and Stereotypes
· Prejudice, from the Latin prae (before, pre-) and judicium (judgement): a pre-judgement
· Preconceived notion of group of people or things
· Without supporting evidence
· Positive or negative
· Stereotypes, from stereos (solid): overgeneralizations about the appearance, behaviour, mindset, or other characteristics of members of particular groups:	
· Examples: guys with long hair, natives, men and women, Canadians and Americans
· As Mark Twain once said…
· “What gets us into trouble is not what we don’t know, it’s what we know for sure that just ain’t so”
26/09/2018 Week 4
· Principles of sociological Research
· The Scientific Method
· Select and formulate a research question
· Review relevant literature
· Select an appropriate research design
· Collect data
· Analyze the data, draw conclusions, and report the findings
· Stimulating Curiosity 
· Having an open mind
· Active thinking- requires training, muscles to flex
· Hoe to stimulate sense of curiosity?
· Cultivating oneself
· Documentaries, museums, novels, blogs, movies, etc.
· Novelists teach about how the world works
· Traveling
· Learning about others and ourselves
· People whose habits differ
· Example- prof went to Venezuela and offered to purchase all coconuts from lady, but she refused because selling coconuts is her only way of communicating with people
· Everybody has something to teach you
· Social Marginality
· We all feel like outsiders sometimes
· The more acute our social marginality, the more aware we are of our surroundings
· Ways to become an outsider
· Grow out hair, pretend to be homeless, pretend to be a trump supporter
· Social Change/ Social Crisis
· C. Wright Mills- great depression on 1930s
· They saw great social forces at work
· They took the sociological approach: economy collapse being something wrong with the system
· Critical Outlook
· To criticize, from the Greek “krino” (to separate, to distinguish): to sort things out
· To cultivate doubt, to put things into question
· Canadian International development Agency (CIDA)
· Installed water in every home in African village
· Women still went to collect water from river because it was their only means of talking to one another due to male dominated culture in village
· Exam Questions:
· What is prejudice and what is a stereotype? Provide example of a stereotype
· List all assumptions of the functionalist, conflict, feminist, and symbolic/interactionalist perspectives about sociology. Using one or many examples, describe how each perspective would view a contemporary issue
Midterm 2:
03/10/2018 and 10/10/2018
· Culture(s)
· What is it? What is it made of?
· The knowledge, language, values, customs, and material objects that are passed from person to person and from one generation to the next
· Culture shock
· Personal disorientation/confusion that comes from encountering an unfamiliar way of life
· Example: homosexuality, casual sex, free healthcare, etc.
· No cultural trait is inherently “natural” to humanity
· What is natural to our species is the capacity to create and learn cultural traits
· The components of culture
· Symbols
· Anything that meaningfully represents something else to others
· Words, numbers, pictures, colours, gestures, facial expressions, etc
· Example: D-O-G, insider/outsider
· Culture shock in Brindisi
· Viewing so much culture and art bringd on a sense of anguish and insecurity, something that people may not be used to.
· People falling ill and experiencing agitation from the beauty, while other places , such as museums in Britain, have not seen this
· Examples: placing feet on a table, hand gestures (stop), kissing, etc.
· Symbolic meaning: conflict and change
· Vary even within a single society
· The Hummer
· Used to be a symbol of machismo, the American might. Now when people see big cars, they think it is for overcompensation (small dick). Also pollution.
· Change over time
· Blue jeans
· Origins
· Genoa, Genes (in French), Jeans
· “Toile de Nimes” (fabric from Nimes), « de Nimes », denim
· Language
· Set of symbols that express ideas and enable people to think and communicate with another
· Keystone to human culture
· Language and the social construction of reality
· Does language shape reality?
· Some studies suggest that people don’t actually see colour unless there is a word for it, but the Dani language has one word for red and yellow but they can tell the difference between them.
· People who speak in languages with gender marking tend to assign genders to inanimate objects.
· Anthropologists Edward Sapir and Benjamin Whorf
· Each language has words or expressions with no precise counterparts in other tongues
· All languages fuse symbols with distinctive emotions
· The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis: language shapes how we think, perceive and thus experience the world
· Linguistic relativity and linguistic determinism
· We know the world only in the terms of the language we speak
· The Inuit have many different words (25-34) to designate various kinds of snow
· New Caledonians know only four different colours: red, green, black, and white
· Gauchos of Argentina: 200 different colours of horses
· Koya of South India: no distinction between snow, fog and dew but seven types of bamboo
· Dugum Dani of New Guinea: 70 different words for sweet potato
· Filipinos: 92 different words for different kinds of rice
· Natives in the highlands of Guatemala: over 100 words for different kinds of corn
· The Arabic language is said to contain 1000 different expressions for sword
· Values
· Collective ideas about what is right or wrong, good or bad, and desirable or undesirable
· Provide the criteria for evaluating people, objects and events
· Norms
· Established rules of behaviour or standards of conduct
· May be formal or informal, consist of folkways, mores, taboos, laws
· Material objects
· The tangible things created by members of society; the artifacts, tools, and technology we develop and use
· We live in a world of things that people have made
· Almost everything we do involves relations to the things we have made
· Almost all of our interactions with other people are mediated through objects of one kind or another
· Material culture: physical and tangible human creations: tools, artifacts and technologies
· Homes, cities, churches, temples, offices, good and products
· In the US, young adults need laptops for uni, while young adults in the Amazon use weapons and hunt
· Nonmaterial culture: abstract or intangible human creations: symbols, norms and values
· Example: religion
· The speed bump
· “Slow down so as not to endanger children” nonmaterial culture
· “Slow down and protect your car’s suspension” material culture
· In France: “Gendarme coucheeee” (sleeping policeman)
· As another illustration: “Driver follows GPS into the lake”
· Ethnocentrism
· From the laton centrum (centre), and the green ethnos (people): to be centered on its own people
· An alternative: “cultural relativism”
· Evaluation of other cultures according to preconceptions originating in the standards and customs of one’s own culture
17/10/2018
· The Socialization Process: From the Cradle to the Grave
· Socialization
· The lifelong process through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental, and social skills needed for survival in society
· Functions of socialization
· To ensure the survival and stability of society
· To ensure the individual’s survival and development: personality and sense of self
· Socialization and cultural diversity
· The Netsilik people (up north)
· Acute special awareness and vision being their main way of viewing the world due to the fact that they are swaddled on the backs of mother the first 2-3 years of their lives
· Determining “national characters”
· Caudill, W., Weinstein, H. (1969), “Maternal care and infant behaviour in Japan and America”, Psychiatry, Vol. 32 No. 1, pp. 12-43
· As early as 3 or 4 months of age, infants have already acquired some of the behaviours that conform to their own culture
· Japanese babies had more physical contact, which created group centered society where everyone blends in
· American babies had more verbal interaction, where they became individualistic, and aggressive, inclined to assert themselves.
· This is, however, a broad generalization
· Agent of socialization
· The persons, groups, or institutions that teach us what we need to know in order to participate in society
· Family
· The most basic an foundational agent
· Learning all the time from the family environment
· “I think it’s called a scale, but mom calls it a fucking liar”
· Children originally see parents are gods, but later discover that they are flawed, and resent them.
· Can be hypocritical, like when parents lie while teaching not to lie.
· School
· Attending it for 20 years
· Enlarging children’s social world, and introducing them to social diversity
· Formal curriculum vs hidden curriculum
· Formal curriculum is reading, writing, math, etc
· Hidden curriculum is independence, attendance, sports, competition, achievement and success
· “I win and everyone loses”
· Morality, patriotism “centre of the world”
· Introduction to the impersonal functioning of large organizations
· Plays a bigger role in single paretns and double income families
· Peer Group
· Mass Media
· Social structure: a macro sociological perspective
· Social structure
· Stable pattern of social relationships that exist within a particular group or society
· We all depend on social structure
· Karl Marx believed that social structure depended on the economy, where capitalism controlled the power dynamic
· Functionalist perspective believed that it was imbalance in race, ethnicity, gender, that determined interactions
· Social interaction
· Process by which people act toward or respond to other people
· Functionalist vs conflict perspectives
· Components of social structure
· Status
· A socially defined position in a group or society characterized by certain expectations, rights, and duties
· Recognized social position
· Guides our behaviour
· Relational: defines who and what we are in relation to others
· Collectively occupied
· Not to be confused with prestige
· Status set
· All the statuses that one occupies at the given time
· Ascribed status
· Status given at birth, or given involuntarily
· Race, ethnicity, gender, etc.
· Achieved status
· Personal choice, merit, efforts
· Western society places value in “American Dream”, a fake theory that you can succeed if you just try
· Master status
· Most important status
· Dominant, determines social position
· Can be ascribed or achieved
· Ex. Pope, rich or poor, race, etc.
· Stigmatized master status
· Ex. Wheelchair, cancer, muslim, etc.
· Master statuses not equal, some more valued than others.
· Status symbol
· Roles
· A set of behavioural expectations associated with a given status
· Note: we hold a status and perform a role
· Example: a professor’s role set
· Colleagues, students, department secretaries, dean, department chair, etc.
· Role requires more than 1 individual: no professor without students
· Example: role set for a college student
· Family, friends, dating partners, college staff, administration, faculty, librarians, classmates, roommates, club members, team members
· Role set
· Role expectation
· Is she doing it right?
· Role performance
· How she actually does it, may or may not match role expectations
· Role ambiguity
· When status is new, unacknowledged, and expectations are unclear.
· Example: same sex spouse, single parents, homeless person, girl in uni who lives with parents.
· Role conflict (among statuses)
· When incompatible roles places by 2 or more statuses at the same time
· Example: you, a worker, student, and daughter, must come in for emergency, study for exam, and visit mom at the hospital
· Role overload:
· When the total number of statuses and role sets overwhelms all activity
· Role strain (into a single status)
· Example: you, as a student, must do well but also not make others look bad
· Role distancing
· (dramaturgical sociology) presenting oneself as being removed or distanced from the role you are expected to play
· Role exit
· Disengaging from the roles that are central to one’s identity.
· Example: ex priests, ex convicts, old divorcees
· One solution to difficulty of roles
· Two other solutions: 
· Establishing priorities
· Creating public awareness
· Example, Dr. Jack Kevorkian and physician-assisted suicide
· Groups
· People who regularly and consciously interact with one another
· Social institutions
31/10/2018
· Social interactions
· A microsociological perspective
· three mirosociological topics
· the social construction of reality
· dramaturgical analysis
· nonverbal communication (body language)
· The social construction of reality
· The process by which our perception of reality and our behaviour are shaped by the subjective meaning that we give to an experience
· We act on reality the way we see it
· Take the money and run (by Woody Allen)
· The bank robber walks up to the teller and hands him a note that reads “I have a gun. Give me all your cash)
· The teller reads “gub” instead of “gun” and the robber does not succeed in robbing the bank because he is the only one who defines the situation as a robbery
· Humour as reality construction, playing with reality
· Stems from the contrast between two incongruous realities: conventional (normal) and unconventional. Arises from contradiction, ambiguity, and double meanings generated by two differing definitions of the same situation
· “I’m not afraid to die; I just don’t want to be there when it happens” – Woody Allen
· “I’d rather have a bottle in front of me than a frontal lobotomy” – Randy Hanzlick
· Anagram
· Barack Hussein Obama = Bush bakes a macaroni
· Getting a joke…
· Understanding the two realities underlying the joke well enough to perceive their incongruity
· “If I had known I would live to be one hundred, I would have taken better care of myself”
· “What was the name of the first sociologist to study the impact of new communication technology on society? E-mail Durkheim!
· Dramaturgical analysis
· The study of social interaction that compares everyday life to a theatrical presentation
· From Erving Goffman’s Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (1959)
· From state vs back stage
· Impression management: our efforts to present ourselves to others in ways that are most favourable to our own interests or image
· Face-saving behaviour
· We need to rescue performance when losing face
· Example, farting while on a date
· Nonverbal communication (body language)
· The transfer of information between persons without the use of speech, through the use of the body
· Facial expressions, eye contact, head movements, body positions, use of “space”, touching, etc
· Functions of nonverbal communication:
· Reinforces verbal messages
· Gestures, pointing, etc
· Supplements verbal messages
· Facial expressions, enhancing meaning
· Displays responsiveness
· Attentive body position
· Establishes the relationship between people in regard to their liking, respective status, and social power
· People in dominant roles usually have a wider motion range
· Example, boss can pat you on the back but you can’t pat them
· Shows gendered patterns of dominance and subordination in society
· Example: outrage in Washington over Obama’s Japan bow (on body gesture and US foreign politics… as seen by neocon pundits
· Gesture of weakness or of respect?
· Women tend to smile, head tilt, as a sign of respect.
· Women maintain eye contact to show interest, men maintain eye contact to challenge, assert.
· Personal space and proxemics
· The immediate area surrounding a person that this person claims as private
· Proxemics (Edward Hall):study of the personal spaces that people from different cultures form around their bodies
· Cultural background, age, gender, kind of relationship, and social class are many important factors
· Contact and noncontact cultures
· Example: UK, France, Italy.
· In 2 hours, on average…
· British couples touched 2 times
· French touched 40-70 times
· Italians over 200 times
FINAL 
November 7-12 
· Ethnicity 1: Ethnic Humour and Differences of Ethnicity
· Canada is populated by different ethnicities
· 250000-300000 immigrants a year. Will jump another 50000 in the future
· Increases cultural diversity
· Contribution to Canadian society and challenges feud
· Children will learn about different ethnicities while learning about their own
· Important to us, affect our identity, our interactions, and how we develop in society
· Internalized ethnic values by age 4
· Inequalities in terms of status, wealth, education access to jobs
· Ethnic jokes: a short sociological analysis
· Humour as reality construction
· Mixing conventional and unconventional realities
· Unconventional question: why should white parents beat their kids?
· Conventional answer: social integration
· The social function of humour
· Serving as a social safety valve
· Enables talk about cultural taboos, like sex
· Humour and conflict
· Putting others down
· Ex. Men making feminist jokes, ppl making gay jokes, jokes about Americans, etc.
· Making fun of the powerful
· Women to men, ppl to the rich, Russel speaking in his dad’s voice
· Turning the jokes on oneself
· Jewish people
· Zelig- “As Jew, Black, and Indian, the KKK saw Zelig as a triple threat”.
· “safer to be anything but jew”
· Coping mechanism
· Ethnic groups have unequal power and influence
· Can be prejudiced against
· Ethnic jokes can be a sensitive matter
· Humour is an escape of unconventional world where not everything is right
· How do race and/or ethnicity play a part in the meanings we give to our interactions with others?
· _______________
· Ethnicity 2: Racial and Ethnic Discrimination
· Race vs ethnicity
· Race:
· Category of people singled out as different on the basis of real or alleged inherited physical characteristics such as skin colour, hair texture, eye shape, or other arbitrarily selected attributes
· A socially constructed reality, not a biological one
· Ethnic group:
· Group of people distinguished, by others or by themselves, on the basis of cultural or nationality characteristics
· Ascribed membership from birth, characterized by cultural traits and a relative sense of community
· Questions:
· How do race and/or ethnicity play a part in the meanings we give to our interactions with others?
· ________
· Can race/ethnicity constitute a master status?
· ___________
· Ethnicity as a stigmatized master status
· An excerpt from Michael Moore’s Fahrenheit 911: Arab-American comedians
· Percentage of Americans in 2006 who believed that U.S. Muslims should have to carry special I.D: 39%
· Chances an American in 2002 believed the government should regulate comedy routines that make light of terrorism: 2 in 5
· A retrospective of the Bush era
· Short thinking assignment:
· According to prevailing gender stereotypes, what characteristics are associated with men? With women?
· Are these characteristics natural or cultural?
November 19
· The first social differentiation: gender
· Gender matters
· Gender differentiation
· Gender socialization
· Gender roles
· Gender identity
· Gender stereotypes
· Short thinking assignment
· According to prevailing gender stereotypes, what natural characteristics are associated with men? With Women?
· Men: strong, rational, dominant, independent, care for their own appearance
· Women: weak, emotional, nurturing, dependent, care for their own appearance
· Are these characteristics natural or cultural?
· Margaret Mead (1901-78)
· Three societies in New Guinea:
· Arapesh
· Both genders were responsive, co-operative, gentle and sensitive to others
· Mundugumor
· Both genders were selfish, violent and aggressive, seeking power and position
· Tchambuli
· Like our own but… reversed!
· Female were dominant, impersonal, rational (managerial), and taking the sexual initiative
· Males were submissive, less responsible, more emotionally dependent, and nurturing towards children
· Sex and Temperament in three Primitive Societies- Margaret Mead
· Sex, Gender, and Sexism
· Sex:
· The biological and anatomical differences between males and females
· Gender:
· The culturally and socially constructed differences between males and females found in the meanings, beliefs, and practices associated with femininity and masculinity
· Sexism:
· The subordination of one sex, usually female, based on the assumed superiority of the other sex
· Language and gender
· In Norwegian, the one word, kjonn, is used for both sex an gender
· According to the text, many north American aboriginal languages don’t have words for gender
· Is sociological knowledge gender-neutral?
· Polygamy: a marriage in which a husband has more than one wife
· Polygyny: many wives sharing the same husband… [feminism reversal of the male concept of polygamy]
· Bias: attribution of agency (to husband or wives??); relies on the gender of the observer…
· Gender and Occupations
· In 1901, women made 13% of Canada’s paid workforce, and earned 50% of men’s income
· In 2000, 70% of women and 74% of men were active in the Canadian labour force
· Gender rituals: the bachelor party and the bridal shower
· Rite of passage: a ritual that marks a change in a person’s social status
· Childbirth, puberty, graduation, getting a driver’s license, wedding, having a baby, buying a house, death…
· Bridal shower
· Birth and celebration of a new life
· Gain of a new social status
· Inclusion of the bride-to-be in a new social group: married women
· Bachelor party
· Death and celebration of the current life
· Loss of a valued social status
· Violent exclusion of the groom-to-be from the current group…
· PS in French, he bachelor party is called “enterrement de vie de garcon” which literally means “burial/funeral of the life as a bachelor”
· Couples touching each other: addendum
· Touching in coffee houses in Puerto Rico, France, USA, and England (during one hour):
· Puerto Ricans: 180
· French: 110
· Americans: 2
· English: none
November 21
· Families, Marriage, and Intimate Relationships
· The family as an agent of socialization and a social institution
· 1st and most important one
· Children begin to develop social identity and internalize culture
· Social institutions help meet the basic needs of society
· Set of organized rules and statuses
· Well-defined relationship
· Basic social roles
· Social institution vs social group
· Rules, standardized ways of doing things, vs concrete
· A family- group, names and faces
· The family- social institution, statuses, well-defined relationships like parent-child
· What is a family?
· Cornerstone of social life (according to ¾ Canadian families)
· Typical family used to be a mom and dad, 2 kids, and a dog (2 gens ago)
· They have changed dramatically since
· Divorce, mixed families, domestic partnerships, same sex, dual income, diversity
· Family difficult to define
· Made of a mom and dad?
· What about single parents and gay marriage?
· Nuclear or subnuclear unit?
· What about extended family or 2+ gens in the same house?
· Related by bonds of blood and marriage?
· Adoption and unmarried couples?
· New reproductive technologies… How many “parents” can one child have?
· Egg donor, surrogate mother, sperm donor, adoptive parents, in vitro, fetal screening…
· How many parents can one child have? How many does it need in the first place?
· Egg donor, transgender, stuff listed above, etc.
· New reproductive technologies let parents choose fates of child, like physical characteristics and gender
· According to the former text, families are relationships in which people live together with commitment, form an economic unit and care for any young, and consider their identity to be significantly attached to the group.
· Marriage
· A legally recognized and/or socially approved arrangement between two or more individuals that carries certain obligations and usually involves sexual right and activity
· Exists in all societies
· Mutual commitment
· Publicly celebrated, socially recognized
· Design of the church:
· Material objects embody values and social norms
· Aisle- most prominent feature
· Rite of passage from one life stage to another
· Teenagehood to adulthood
· family to procreation
· design of churches embodies the rite of passage
· graduation- also walking down an aisle: when called name, walk slow to symbolize the long study process, then walk off the stage quickly
· Why do people get married?
· Arranged marriages
· Parents or marriage brokers, bride and groom don’t meet before marriage
· Can refuse at the price of embarrassment
· Half-arranged
· The bachelor/ bachelorette
· Candidate carefully selected from family
· South Asian communities
· Tax benefits (financial security reasons)
· Citizenship
· Fiscal reasons
· Pressure from family and community
· Love and sex
· Lega framework for kids
· Money
· Good excuse to leave family
· Housework and childcare responsibilities
· “I’d rather be engaged ten times than be married once”
· 60% of marriages are dual income
· 50% of women fill the job
· Second shift- domestic job that women perform at home- 1 extra month of work per year
· Men are starting to do more work
· Men do things that can wait- like changing tires and batteries, etc.
· Women do the cooking and cleaning
· Single women do all the work w/o men’s support
· Hardest job
· Love and intimacy
· Men and women don’t have the same perception of love
· Men express through non-verbal action, while women express through verbal actions
· Different perceptions of marriage, and with time, couples tend to look alike
· 
November 28
· End of suburbia: Oil depletion and the collapse of the American Dream
· Robert Moses (1888-1981)
· NY state and city official whose public works projects of the 30s, 40s, and 50s transformed NY City: “ master builder” of the mid-20th century NY city
· In a nutshell, we are at peak oil production
· Oil discoveries have been declining since 1964
· World’s liquid fuels supply is going down but more consumption… meaning unidentified projects
· “Price of oil will double”

December 3 and 5
· Sociology and Related Disciplines of the social Sciences: An Overview
· Sociology is the systematic study of human society and social interaction:
· From the study of dyads (two-person groups) to entire societies
· Each other social science has its own distinct focus:
· Specific segments of social life and human behaviour
· Philosophy
· Our mother to us all…
· From the Green philia and Sophos (lover of wisdom)
· Not a social science but closely related
· Quest, reflection of meaning of life
· Inquiries to grand questions
· What is reason? Truth? Beauty? Human destiny?
· Empirical, gathers evidence
· Sociology is not
· Sociology is about speculation, observation, research
· Psychology
· From the Greek logos and psukho (psyche- science of the soul)
· Used to be a medical science, rather than social
· Focused on the brain
· Helps philosophy of the soul
· Now it is more concerned with mental processes
· Attitudes and values
· Mental illnesses and disorders
· Coping mechanisms
· Social group focus
· Sociology focuses more on social factors rather than the head
· Subject matter:
· Behaviour of individual humans (generally under experimental conditions)
· Focus
· Processes internal to the individual to determine what influences people
· A boundary discipline: social psychology
· The study of individual behaviour in small groups
· Comparative example: turbulent school children in a classroom
· Psychological explanation: personality of the kids
· Social psychology: surrounding environment
· Influence of parents, friends, peers, prof
· Sociological explanations
· School organization and rules (rules of conduct or discipline, pedagogical practices, deign of school and of the classroom, etc.)
· Social characteristics and categories (gender, class, privileged or underprivileged neighbourhoods, family situation, etc.)
· Anthropology
· From the Greek logos (science) and Anthropos (man, mankind- the scientific study of man)
· Two branches: physical anthropology, and cultural anthropology (ethnology)
· Physical anthropology
· Studies the biological adaptations, variability and evolution of human beings, and their living and fossil relatives
· Botha biological science and social science
· Forensic anthropology
· B O N E S
· Cultural anthropology (ethnology)
· The study of societies different from us, mostly preliterate or tribal people
· Chief concern: to understand culture (defined as a people’s total way of life)
· Group’s artifacts such as tools, art, and weapons
· Group’s structure: hierarchy and other patterns that determine its members’ relationships to one another
· Group’s ideas and values (belief system)
· Group’s forms of communication, especially language
· Differences between anthropology and sociology:
· Historical context:
· European colonialism vs European social transformations and crisis
· Example: necessary to know native beliefs, customs, language, fears, superstitions, in order to colonize
· Societies observed
· Preliterate tribal groups vs modern societies
· Research techniques
· Participant observation vs sample survey
· However, these differences are mostly outdated…
· Isolated tribes are still “discovered” now and then…
· May 2007: Metyktire (subgroup of the Kayapo)
· June 2008: somewhere in the rainforest on the Brazilian-Peruvian border…
· No contact for 75 years
· Wooden disk was a sign of prestige
· 2 nations in Africa do this as well, but it’s the women from rich families who wear them.
· Chief doesn’t talk, doesn’t eat in public
· Total naked except for penis wrap
· Women shave the top of their heads, men grow out their hair
· The Nacirema…
· “Teevee” (sacred drug)
· “essuvee” (huge powerful chariots for gathering grubs)
· “powa centa” and “wah mah” (huge religious temples)
· Nacirema males notoriously warlike
· Pay massive yearly tributes to a great fetish-figure called Terror
· Consume a large part of their resources
· Chief is a sacred fool but mainly a figurehead
· Real power is wielded by a merchant class knows as “the corporations”
· After 4-8 years, chief is sacrificed ritually
· The “Meedia”: privileged priestly class
· The Nacirema believe they can affect the outcome by pushing a button on a mystery box
· Satire, name backwards spells American
· The Sentinelese (India)
· History
· The oldest of all social sciences
· Herodotus, Greek historian (born 484 BC – died 430-420)
· The study of past events, of human and social developments through time (“Classical history)
· Specialized branches in intellectual and social history:
· The history of science, of philosophy, of ideas, etc.
· The history of women, of sport, of fashion, of hygiene, etc.
· Great events, great men, evil men, etc.
· C. Wright Mills- in order to understand life, need to understand history and biography and how they are related
· Where society stands in history
· We can understand our own society and fate
· Karl Marx and Max B- integrated historical perspective in work- economic and class conflict
· Differences between history and sociology
· Historians focus on unique and singular events
· Sociologists seek to go beyond singular events in order to make connections between different ones
· Looking for patterns of change and social factors causing change and transformations
· Economics
· How markets are made, how prices determined, how clients behave, how certain items are produced
· Sociologists focus on the social features
· Who benefits the system
· Why is there gender and race discrimination and segregation
· Adam Smith (1723-1790), Scottish philosopher and economist; can also be traced to the works of 14th century scholars
· Focus on a single institution:
· Production, exchange, distribution and consumption of goods and services
· Sociologists focus on:
· Social organizations, impacts and interactions
· And they do not concentrate on a single institution
· Political science
· The study of politics and government
· Public opinion, political parties and movements, etc.
· Sociologists do not focus on a single institution; the study of power transcends the topic of government
· Power transcends government, there is power in all social interactions
· Other social sciences
· Geography, demography, management sciences, law or legal studies, education sciences, criminology, linguistics, religious sciences, gerontology, leisure studies
· Specialized sociologies:
· Historical sociology, political sociology, sociology of culture, of law, education, religion, aging, youth, etc.
· Sociology of body, science, technology, sport, consumption, art, music, fashion, death, bare breast
· SOCIOLOGY OF SOCIOLOGY
· Historically missing voices within sociology, and what it has meant in terms of the shaping of the discipline
· Trevor Pinch
· Pioneer in the sociology of scientific knowledge
· Confronting Nature: the sociology of neutrino detection
· Co-founder of the social construction of technology (SCOT)
· Now into the sociology of musical technologies…
· Can sociology be an integrative discipline?
· An updated version of the old elephant story
· Once upon a time, a psychologist, historian, poli scientist, economist, and a sociologist (of course!)
· Psychologists studies head, studies only head
· Historian studies tusk- really old, focus on those
· Poli sci- ears- power centre, control centre
· Economist- mouth- what goes in is distributed through body
· Sociologist takes off blindfold- you can’t understand the whole by focusing on one part, must study the entire being and surrounding environment, see how all works together, see how it interacts with other creatures
· They didn’t do that, but tied their blindfolds tighter and only focused on that one part.
FINAL EXAM QUESTIONS

Conceptual definition questions (worth 5-6 marks)

What do sociologists mean by the terms racial and ethnic group? What is the difference between them?

What is the “second shift”? Which gender does it typically affect the most?

How does Robert Moses’ low bridge design show racism and discrimination?

What is a “rite of passage”? What is the difference between a bridal shower and a bachelor party?

After studying the Arapesh, Mundugumor, and Tchambuli, what conclusion does Margaret Mead come to concerning gender roles?

Short answer questions (worth 10-12 marks)

What are the foreseen societal impacts of Peak Oil as told in the documentary? Do you agree with this pessimistic prognosis?

Using an example, describe the three sociological perspectives on ethnic jokes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Why do sociologists have a hard time defining “family”?









