The Sites of the Crown Competitions

I. The Four Panhellenic (Stephanitic “Crown”) Games
· Only prize was a crown, no other prizes 
· We refer these next 4 games when we say Stephanitic Games 
· All of Greece saw these games as different from all the others
· Called the 4 games a “period”
· The ‘period’ (circuit): 4-Year Cycle
· Year 1: Isthmian/Olympic
· If the Olympic games occur in one year, the Isthmian games will occur earlier in that year 
· 2: Nemean
· 3: Isthmian/Pythian
· 4: Nemean
· 5: Isthmian/Olympic
· We think the Olympics were originated first, then the other games were put in to fill the gaps 
· Nemean and Isthmian games were played twice as often
· Less prestigious than Pythian and Olympic games
· Olympics were far and away the most prestigious
· All top level athletes attended that event
· Consistently on the grave stones of Athens there were symbols of the games they won
· Olympics, Pythian, Isthmian/Nemean, all other events (order of prestige)
· These games were open to all Greeks, no regional boundaries
· The most prestigious thing was to win at all 4 Stephanitic Games 
II. Olympic Games
· Founded in 776
· Held at Olympia 
· It is not a city; it is literally just a field where the Olympics were held
· Run by Elis
· Elis: Political city that controlled the lands around it
· Olympia fell into Elis land (the organizers came from Elis)
· Held every 4 years
· August or September
· Late fall, depending on when the full moon fell
· It was held on some full moon after the longest day of the year
· In honor of Zeus
· Seen has originating in a religious festival for honoring Zeus
· Prize: Crowns of Olive Leaves 
· The Hill of Kronos and the Earliest Structures 
· Hill of Kronos to the north
· Kronos was the father of Zeus, Zeus kicked his own father out of the kingdom and his body fell into this hill
· The Altis (Sanctuary Boundaries)
· The entire area is called a sanctuary
· Sanctuary to the Greeks meant sacred location
· A region of land sacred to some being (in this case Zeus)
· There were clear boundaries of when it began and where it ended
· Fugitives could go here and not be harmed
· Some people said (in 776) said that they should have a footrace in this land
· No buildings were present, it was purely a land to say thanks to Zeus and to be religious
· The “Black Layer” & the Altar of Zeus
· The original alter is behind the Temple of Zeus because…
a. Because it is close to the hill of Kronos
b. The Stadion was the only event held for a while, and the race was from a starting point to the alter 
c. People have found to the south of the hill of Kronos, rich carbo deposits (called the black layer), were the remains of the BBQs they would have (100 Ox) that occurred at the original alter 
· The alter did not survive
· You lead an animal up to the alter, kill it, and it was sacrificed to Zeus
· Tons of figurines, statutes and other things found inside that black layer
· All of these figurines are male (In the black layer)
· Adult married women could not enter the sanctuary area (Altis) during the Olympics 
· 1st Phase of Building (620)
· Up until the year of 620, Olympia was a field (sheep would graze in the area when the Olympics weren’t there
· Access was not easy, no hotels were near by
· The alter was the only thing there for 150 years
· Was no means a place with normal traffic before 620
· –om: in Greek words means a building connected with…
· Heraion
· The first building constructed at the sanctuary Altis was a temple made to the Queen of the Gods (Heraion)
· Slide 7 is perfect for learning the lay out of the midterm
· Made of wood (used only wood until marble in the middle Archaic period)
· As things rotted they were replaced with Marble
· Pelopion: The story of Pelpos
· Pentagonal, 5 sided temple in honor of Pelpos, according to the main story of how the Olympics began said, a king wanted to marry off his daughter, he said if you can beat me in a chariot race, you can have her hand, if you lose, you doie
· Pelpos put his hat in the ring, he bribed a slave to rig the kings chariot so a wheel would fall off and he would win
· It worked, but the king flew off and broke his neck, he cursed Pelpos before he died
· Pelpos then declared the Olympics because of this event
· The curse held true, the children of Pelpos was really fucked up (people killing each other and sleeping with other people’s wives)
· Prythaneion (The “home fire”)
· Every Greek city had a Prythaneion
· It had a fire that burned day and night
· Priests were there, sacrifices were made
· It was the core of every city
·  Elis did not have a Prythaneion, theirs was at this sanctuary within Olympia
· The Prythaneion in Olympia was the center of the Olympics of the city of Elis 
· They would parade around this at the beginning of the Olympics 
· Lack of amenities at Olympia
· No hotels, no bathrooms, literally nothing but a field
· Flies must have been a serious issue
· It is hot, crowded and very rugged
· Temple of Zeus (420 BCE)
· At the time was considered the single instance of Greek art
· The largest temple in all of the Greek world
· everything associated with it was at the forefront of Greek art 
· Carvings in the marble of the ceiling
· The only surviving carving in the ceiling was about Hercules
· He had to go up against a lion with skin that was not penetrable, a hydra, cleaning out all the shit out of a barn, he diverted a river and swept the shit right out with the water
· Sculpture
· Cleaning out all the shit out of a barn, he diverted a river and swept the shit right out with the water
· Ivory-Gold Statue of Zeus
· One of the 7 wonders of the world
· Made completely of gold and ivory
· Holding the God of victory (Nike)
· “It was so huge that if it stood up it would hit its held on the ceiling 
· Created by the best sculptor in the Greek world
· There was never admission to the sanctuary (was always free)
· Buildings were all privately funded 
· Security staff was on site all year long
· The Olympics are becoming more and more developed 
· 2nd Phase (460-323)
· Treasuries, Zanes (probably pre-date 460)
· All along the North there were treasuries 
· Different Cities build these treasuries to hold offerings to the Gods donated by the winners of the Olympic events (they would put their donation in the building of their respective city
· Massive tourist attractions (museums of fine art; marble statutes, paintings, fine art) 
· Zanes were statutes that were set up at the entrance of the stadium, paid for by the fines that were levied against the athletes or anyone else at the Olympics (tons of reasons for being fined)
· Zanes were used as a reminder of what they did 
· Workshop of Pheidias
· There is when the Olympics are becoming independent of the festival for Zeus
· Pheidias was the sculptor who designed and helped create the Temple of Zeus 
· People wanted to go see where this man constructed these statutes 
· Bouleuterion: Olympic Council
· The people administering the competition
· Baths
· No running water, but they still had baths
· Significant things for athletes 
· 3rd Phase (323 onward)
· After Alexandra the Great
· A massive surge of money is poured into the Olympia
· Once the Olympics become more exciting to the outside word, so money starts flowing in
· Gymnasium/Palaistra Complex
· Practice facilities were put on site
· Leonidaion Hotel
· Places for people to stay
· Proffs guess is no, hotels that did charge money usually had brothels, and scummy, so he doubts this hotel would charge anything
· Exedra (Nympthaion)
· Running water was added (Nymps
· Tunnel Entrance
· In the Hellenistic period they built a covered entrance into the stadium
· Echo Stoa and Apodyterion 
· Echo Stoa is a long building like a porch on one side of the area, free standing structure, covered so when it was hot you could cool down
· Stoa = Porch 
· The Apodyterion was attached to the back of the Echo Stoa was the building where athletes would strip and oil themselves
· Apo = To take off
· Stadium
· Never had stands, they would stand/sit around the outside that had hills along the outside for laying people who attended
· Hellanodikaion
· Box right on the track
· Hellano = Greek
· Dika = Justice
· The location of the Judges for the events (all judges would at all times sit there, not just the event that was occurring 
· Only one adult women was allowed in the sanctuary (the priestess to a Greek Virgin God)
III. Pythian Games
· The next added, organized games timed with the Olympics
· If you were fined or banned from the Olympics, things carried over to these games
· Existed before 586, but that is when they became the second games in the Olympic experiences 
· Panhellenic in 586
· At Delphi
· Not a city
· Run by a council or 12 tribes
· All got together to organize the Delphi (the events and the site itself)
· Every 4 years
· For Apollo
· Greek God of medicine, science
· Laurel Leaves
· Was the prize
· Leaves from a Dauphny trees, a girl he tried he loved that turned into a tree 
· Mousikos Agon
· Agon: competition
· Mousikos: Music 
· Unique to these games
· Olympia vs Delphi
· Very different
· O were in a field (random), Delphi was at the foot of a mountain
· D wasn’t in the southern part of Greece, it was the only one of the Panhellenic not in the south
· Was on a very well-travelled area that had decent traffic year round 
· Peribolos (Sacred Sanctuary)
· It out did the Olympics because of the statutes 
· Other than the Oracle (who was a women), no women were allowed at these events
· There was a well-known oracle, so offerings were being made to the games and this lady 
· Always had hotels and shit like that, but it was not a city
· It was a flourishing place with no elected officials and a consistent population
· Pythian Theater
· There would be singing and acting competitions 
· Non-objective, non-athletic events 
· Kleobis and Biton of Argos
· Two famous boys who were going to take their mother to Delphi
· The ox couldn’t be used, so they pulled her in the cart themselves (from south to north Greece
· Stadion at Delphi
· Marble seating (unlike the Olympics)
· Delphi was much richer 
· Gymnasium
· The practice area and the stadium were located outside the sanctuary
· Olympia and Pythia were the two most prestigious games 
IV. Isthmian Games
· Right on an isthm, a strip of land between two bodies of water 
· Panhellenic in 580
· At Isthmia 
· Run by Corinth
· Every other year
· Mousikos Agon
· Had an artistic component
· For Poseidon
· Near a body of water
· Pine Wreath
· Then was changed to celery 
· Ino & Palaimon
· Ino women and her son Palaimon
· Ino was being chased by her abusive husband, they jumped into the water and died
· Paliamon became the central figure of these games
· Palaimonion (The Sanctuary)
· Place dedicated to Paliamon
· Not much remains 
· Geographically strategic place
· These land was often overrun by armies
· When it became part of the Roman Empire, it was looted and bulldozed, all marble was taken to create a defensive wall
V. Nemean Games
· Panhellenic in 573
· In the Southern region, (the Dorian region, known for their tremendous athletic ability)
· Held at Nemea
· Nemea: To graze or paster 
· Run by Argos
· Only some people from the palace of Argos could run these games
· Every other year
· For Zeus
· Second games in honor of Zeus
· Celery leaves
· Was the prize for winning the competitions
· Funereal
· Opheltes
· Planted Spherus trees, which were commonly used to symbolize death, all judges used Black robs
· Based off these story this kid could never touch the ground, a kid touched the ground after being set down, a snake bit him and he died
· Hero’s competed because of his and these games started (????)
· Strictly at Gymnikos Agon
· Flat Space
· In the middle of a pastor ground
· It’s fairly well persevered
· Model
· Shrine to Opheltesa
· Has a burial tomb
· People are sure the mound dates to he first half of the 6th century BCE
· The mound was built artificially
·   There is nothing at the site other than something that was built as the games were introduced into the period
· The temple to Zeus and the long altar
· Long straight marble structure where they would offer sacrifices
· Also existed at the Isthmean games 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This appears to be a competition was that was made artificially, it was manufactured, not evolved over time
· Entrance to Stadium
· Still intact to today
· Entrance
· These games seemed to be a combination of aspects from all other games (manufactured, not evolved over time)
· A very self-conscious game, unlike the other three
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