Archaic Greece: Athletics in an Age of Change

I. Athletic Festivals: Types and Terms
· Panhellenic Stephantic games
· Panhellenic: All Greeks are eligible and all sorts of Greeks will attend
· Tended to be marked by pure athletics
· Civic Chrematitic Games
· Civic: One particular community, group of people or citizen group
· Not ALL Greeks, just select communities
· Other Greeks are sometimes allowed to compete in your events when dedicated prizes for that cite of those games is given out (basically used as a marketing techniques to promote a city of athletic site)
· Some events would be closed, some would be open to other Greeks
· Only occurs later in the Archaic years 
· Not open to all Greeks to watch, restricted to 	
· Often a prize was awarded that had cash value
· Chrema = Money
· “Local money games”
· More novelty events in these games
· Much greater evidence of military competitions and Civic competitions
· Foundation Legends of Various Games
· Most games had a foundation story
· It almost always involved some legendary person “hero”
· And/or possibly a good (not as frequent as mention of hero)
II. Factors and Features in the Growth of Athletics 
· Earlier sporting traditions
· Colonization
· Military Tactics
· Promoted the history of athletics
· Aristocratic Display
· Sports may have become more popular because aristocrats wanted to display themselves
· Tyranny 
· Political Rivalries 
III. Epic and Olympic Authority
· Early poets (such as Homer) stress funeral games, rather than religious festivals
· Poets often describe athletic competitions as part of a funeral (made present early on)
· Also could have been for religious reasons, but it isn’t mentioned as often
· Equestrian contests have bigger prizes than athletic ones 
· Homer specifically says “these two warriors were really going at it” 
· Not like athletes were going for a small prize, but they were competing for a large prize (he explicitly says that equestrian events had larger prizes [more prestigious] than the running events)
· This has been reversed as time goes on, but these early poets seemed to give those vibes 
IV. Archaic Games and City: State Prizes
· In the late Archaic Age, specialized prizes for contests appear
· Prizes become specific for athletic events (by paintings)
· Changed from just being general object, it was given more detail to make it clear
· Only occurs in the late Archaic age
· Evidence that there were no formalized athletic events in the early Archaic period 
· Athletics moves from a one off event in the early years of the Archaic period to being more formalized events in the later years 
· Promotion of Civic Games
· The sponsor of the games (or the group donating the prize) will make it clear on the prize
· Became an important way for communities to put themselves on the map 
· Greeks used these formal athletic events as branding opportunities
· Local competitions (Civic) had prizes that had the symbol of the town or city where it was won
· Became an effective way to advertise your community
V. Emerging City-States: Regionalism and Rivalry
· Competition promotes local games
· Competition between various Greek cities (City-States) leads to each city (Athens, etc…) creating their own games to try and out-do each other
· City-States used athletic events to compete with one another
· But also encourages participation in Panhellenic Games 
· Athletes in athletic games becomes an excellent way to “win” over other City-States
· You could “beat” other City States 2 ways
· Winning events at Civic games/ Having great civic games
· Dominating at the Panhellenic Games
VI. Colonization: A Wider World of Sport
· The role of games in the new Greek colonial world
· After the dark ages once the economy had regained power (after the dark ages)
· Various parts of the Mediterranean world
· Athletics were one of the most prominent ways to maintain their “Greek-ness”
· Outside of Greece there begins be athletic events
· Winners of the games as time goes on, come from smaller colonies
· They had a desire to prove they were still Greek even though they lived in an outside colony
· The people from Greece who had moved away stayed attached to their Greek history and became great athletes
VII. Tyrants: Patronage and Popular Programs
· Gave athletics a big boost
· Greeks Definition in Greece: Someone who gained political power by some unusual means
· Usually as a result of wide-spread dissatisfaction of some segment of society 
· Communities who were marginalized, had someone who took advantage of that and used that to get into political office by solving their problems
· They got into office by a means that was not the usual way of getting into office
·  When these Tyrants came into power they would try to appeal to the widest group of people possible
· Tried to make the basis for their power more permanent
· They would hold festivals, parades and celebrations
· Usually involved athletics
· They would try and create an atmosphere that would celebrate themselves and their new regime 
· A politician who wanted to consolidate their power would create athletic festivals, if one already existed they would amp it up (increase events, make prizes better)
· Designed to please the people
VIII. Gymnasiums, Hoplites, and Society
· Gymnasiums were multi-purpose facilities
· The place athletes (or anyone else) would go to practice 
· These places were used in the communities as multi-purpose centres
· The primary intention was for anyone who was interested in athletics could work out
· Became popular public spaces for a variety of other reasons
· Lecturing, teaching lessons, 
· Western Fair Grounds type location
· Becomes a frequently used location, which increases the frequency of people using it for its original purpose (training for athletics)
· People just started to hang out at these locations
· Promotes athletics more and more as it becomes more popular 
· Did athletics develop as training or group warfare?
· Many scholars have said there was a connection between these two things
· Many scholars say athletics were training for warfare
· Or in direct reaction against group warfare
· Other scholars said they were training for athletics as an opposition of warfare
· Warfare was everyone stood locked in one place and emphasized teamwork, you were a cog in the entire machine
· Aristocrats resented this, warfare in the past had been singular, a single warrior fought other 
· Aristocrats looked for a new way to gain glory for themselves 
· So in reaction to the new type of warfare, Greek pure athletes (single person competitions where one person wins objectively) is what Aristocrats used to gather their personal glory again
· Nudity as an ethnic and social marker
· Becomes equivalent with the Gods and greatness 
· Greeks: We have suburb bodies and we know we are better than you 
· Re-enforces athletics, because there is a showmanship that shows Greeks are greater other cultures
· It is a social marker
· If your ass was “black bottom” you had a tan and usually trained nude, meant you were the athlete 
· Showed you were of upper class
· If your ass was “white bottom” you had a white ass and you weren’t an athlete (meant in a derogatory way)
· People who HAD to work every day to earn a living and didn’t have time to be an athlete 
IX. Men, Boys and Erotic Pursuits
· Being gay was widely accepted
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Gymnasiums were place where being gay became acceptable
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